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the  Lady  Audley. 


A<DAM> 


translation^ 
notto  tetottiniinyfafh'Hds) 
but  through  them?o  faff‘ vn- 
to  tht  htiblick'So shal it  don - 


bly  bee  aduantaged : Firfiy 
more  gratefully  accepted  of, y 
comming  imtnediatly  from 
one  fo  Worthy  as  your  felfc 
and  next  he  beleeued  Wort  hie 
the  acceptation , that  J dare 
offer  it  to  your  fight  ^ fo  Wei 
‘verft  in'  al  the  Original 
Languages.  So  5 iJXCadam , 
goe  my  obligations  multi-> 
plyinglo  t.be  jnfinite,  Whilfi 
J cannot  thinkjof  payingyois 
one  curtejy  but  t receiue  for 
it  tWo  jSThe  whilfi  I muff 
tuer  remains f 1 1 

Your  mpit  obliged,  R.  F« . 
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<M  S VMM  ART 
of  the  Whole  contenfe  of 
this  prefent  Boo ke9  for  the 
Readers  better  compre- 
henfion  thereof 

H e whole  fcope  of 
this  prefent  Treatife 
is  no  other  then  to 
teach  in  a deuout  arid 
excellct  manner  how 
to  Reuerence  and  adore  withpro- 
found  Inclinations  our  B.  Lady 
and  miftr  life  the  Queene  of  Hea* 
ueri  j as  a preparatjue  to  which, 
_we  haue  indeauoured  to  declare^ 

a 3 her 

* * 


Summary. 

her  heroical  venues,  greatnefles, 
excellencies  and  fublime  prero- 
gatiues  : And  by  the  way  istofee 
confidered  that  although  Adora- 
tion be  peculiar  to  God  alone, yet 
according  tq  diuine$  diftindkion 
thereof,  italfo  maybe  appropria- 
ted to  the  B.  Virgin , to  Angels, 
and  other  Saints  and  thereby  be- 
come common  to  G o4  5$  Map.  As 
We  may  cleerly  gather  from  di- 
ners palfages  of  the  holy  Scrip- 
ture as  namely  in  ParaJip.  chap.. 
2.6.  when  it  is  fayd  } ~dnd  they  in * 
fl/ned  and  adored  frft  God , and  after- 
Wards  the  King.. 

Thefe  Adorations  then  admit- 
a threerfould  diftin&ion  of  La~ 
tria  , 'Dulia  , and  Hyperdulia, 
where  of  the  flrft  is  proper  veto 
God  alone , lu  of  his  inB- 

nit  and  inereatedXjreatnes  % tne 

fecond 


Digitized  by  Google 


Summary, 

ftcond  hath  reference  to  fuch 
•creatures,  as  acluance  in  fandlity 
and glory  aboue  the  reft  , which 
fm6fity.and  glory  arriving  in  any 
\«h  to  more;  fublimity  ( as  in  the 
3.  Virgin)  with  the  more  fublime 
honour  ofHyperdutia,c6fequent*- 
lywcare  to  teuetence  them:  But 
before  we  proceed  to  the  exercife 
of  this  Adoration  we  prefix  art 
exhortation  to  demotion  towards 
fter,and  declare  fine  Pritiiledges, 
feerferuants  areihdowed  Vith;al, 
fetcing  down  ( aspiteambleto  the 
worke)  chofe  eo  nditions  and  qua- 
lities which  ate  feqtiiflc  in  her  d co- 
unts. Then  W^pafrt&ftfte expli- 
cation of  theft?  Adorations, i n the 
firft  Chapter,  declaring  their  ex- 
cellency , in  the  fecond  how  gra- 
tefiSda'nd  acceptable  they  are  to  * 
the  B,  Virgin  l and-ih  the  lower 
• V fol- 
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Summary* 

following  ones  > fower  forcible 
argumetft  are  grftablif  bed  tsojproue 
her  deferring  that  adoratk%Th% 
firft  deduced)  from  her  being-  the  i 

Mother  of  Almighty  God.' The  * 
next  for  her  being  elefted  aboue 
al  other1.  Sajqts^ndatthe  Quires 
of  Heauen . ) T hetbj rd  for  her  f^L. 
uerairje  power  and  authority^ 

©uer  al  Creatures:  And  the  fourth, 
and  laft  for,  be?  being  an  atfe&ios. 
i?at Moth?*!  ^otp«vs‘al.; Then  wf 
come  . to  the':  $>?a$ife  of  thefe 
Adorations-*.^  or  Genuflexions) 
f.hewing  how  they  are  deuoutly 
to  be  performed;  j.  as^el  ih.tftfe 
inter;oura$  e^terieur  ,.ahd  hcer- 
vpotr  we  take  occafioritoinlarge 
our  difcourfe  touching  the.  Ado- 
rations due  to  Godjto;  his  Blefled 
. Saints  and  Angela  > SfiC.  InppIby-  ( 
ing  the  remain?  of  the  follow-trig  j 

“ Chapters  j 


r 

Summary, 

Chapters  ,in  letting, down  diucrs 
' practical  wayes  of  honouring  the 
B.  Virgin  applyingto  euery  on  its 
proper  Reuerence  and  Adoratios: 
<«  bur  principally  we  infill  vpon 
thofe  twelue  fublime  prerogati- 
ves of  hers,  prefigured  by  the 
twelue  Starres  ,in  her  crowne  of 
which  S.  Iohn  in  his  Apocalips 
make  mention. 

Now  this  aduertifement  is  gi* 
uen  toal  that  although  the  choice 
of  many  exercifes  of  adoratios  be 
propofed  in  this  prelent  worke, 
notwithftanding  they  are  only  to 
fix  on  , which  they  may  find 
molt  gull  and  comfort  in , and  ef- 
pecially  to  beware-of  entergi- 
uing  to  much  at' once  leaft  they 
become  thereby  but  more  ne^Ji; 
g entin  performance  of  them, and 
ta  too precipitious dcfir  of  coming 

a v foon 


ogle 


Summitry, 

fbon  to  end,  make  them  but  haft 
too  much  vpon  the  way , and  per* 
forme  them  without  fruit  and: 
deuotidn. 

Wherefore  we  counce  1 rather 
to  make  choice  of  fome  few*we 
may  performe  with  mediocrity 
of  deuotion  , then  of  many  with* 
danger  of.  tepidity  & detraction. 
Notwithftanding  when  any  feaff 
occurs,  vnto  which  we  haue  a par- 
ticular deuotkm  ( asthofe  of  our 
Blefled  Sauidur  his  Mother  or 
the  like)  we  may  then  multiply 
our  Genuflexions  to  a hundred  i 
h day  , (for  example)  or  a^thcra- 
fand  distributed  equally  to  feue- 
fol  dayes  or  nights  of  the  o&aue 
tts  we  pleafe  ,'  as  we  fhat  more 
largely  declare  in  the  following 
*Tredfife  by  the  afliftance  of  Al- 
mighty  G od > and  the  fauour  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


^‘Summary 

bis  holy;Mother  , al  which  we 
r dedicat  to  the  praife  of  God  from 
WlicttV  al  Goed  proceeds , to  the 
Blefted  Virgin  his  moftholy  Mo- 
% ther  5 and  to  Saint  Francis,  our 
Glorious  Patriarch; 


A 
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Chapters  concaijied  in-  <ri 
this  BooKre:  ■ 

.%  pious  exhortation  to  be  de- 
ducted to  the  queen  ofheauen. 
The  firjiTrwiledge.  How  af- 

feBionnat  the  tylefled  'Virgin  is  to- 

.r j. ' Tr".  i.  -:£  ..  j 


aldeufiuf'  Chi'mians  -wh^Grueand- 


hmo*  Ur  -MbunbUtemime, 


■T>V\ 


Tm^^^^irite^.  U that 
the  3.  Eiheral  and  ' 

accujlomedto  idilbw  frequent  grar 
tes  and  fauours  on  her  feruantsy 
page.  ,19. 

The  third  3riuiledge,  How  the 

£.  Virgin 


A TABLE. 

I 2*  Virgin  helps  and  emfortrfkr 
f fathfol'faudnti  M ' thetr  affiu 
i.  &ons'fpagef\\* 

.)  TloefourthTriuiledge>  Ofthe 
depend  to  the  2.  Virgin  f^dkeh 
ifitthauflber^  in Jseam* for  their 
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. The,  fifth  ‘Prftrikdgc  H on  the 
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Of  the  fecond  condition  ywhich 
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fifty  the  honcmers*f  the2. 
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of 


v. 
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How  acceptable  to  the  ft.  Vir- 
gin thefe  reuerences  and  a dor  mens 
are,  page.  zz5 

That  the  quality  of  Mother  of 
C od  obliges  both  men  and  Jtngels 
to  the  adoring  of  her,  pag.  zjo 

How  we  ought- to  reuerence  and 
adore,  the  2k  Zhrgiuin  regard  of 

fuhlimity 
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^ How  the  aptcfttime  for  the  ex~ 
ercife  ofthefe  deuotions  t is  the  par* 
Ocular feafis  of  our  3.  Lady,p .33  2, 
Of  the  feafs  of  our  Sauiour 
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Of  the feafitef Saints  page.  354 
Of  the  adoration  of  the  iAn* 
glfjp*gek  |6i 

The: 
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Owe  into  our  ^Angel  Guardian, > 

Mr  : tol 
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rnoSlfurediHe^pff  ^ 4^7 
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Virrni 
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TvytUte  ReHetencts'xorrefpon- 
dent  to  the  *B+  V irginj  iz,t  prero* 

1'  7.  s4' 

K/in  excellent  tuvay  of  adoring 
the  2?m  ZJirgin  in  rtmeniferhg  the 
ioyes  vvhifhshehad heere\p,  579 
Qf  the  interiour,  Xeuerencet 
vve  are  to  exhibit  to  thigloricHSg 
Qgeehe  ofheatien , and  of  the  place , 
time , and,  $t  caftan  iof  exercifng  ‘ 


AN  ADMIRABLE 

ME  T H O D 


TO  l SERVE 

and 'Reuereuce  the  Glorlons 
-VirgiaMaryxirar  Bv  Aduocate; ; 


-V  V’ >V.  t 

& a pious  Exhortation  he  denoted 
to.  the  Qtieene  of  Heauen. 


Very  faithful  Chri- 
ftian  is  to  kideauou* 
to  his  vtermoft  to  be- 
come deuot  and  duly 
refighned  to  the  fer- 
uice  of  the  Glorious  Queene  of 
-Heauen  whom  the  Angels  ferue 

the- 


the  Arclvilingelsjsaclore  , thfc 
Thrones  hompijr ^ the' Cherubini 
and  Seraphin>re(pe&,  and  in  fine 
the  higheft  a4u»ced  in  the  Court 
of  HeauenaccpUBtitriieirGloiy 
to  malce  Court  yrnto  ■ Knowing 
how  aduantagfous  'her  ’ fauour 
would  be  t,9-thenn,for  if  a Cour- 
tier heer  account  sit,  for  fa  high  a 
felicity , to  Jiaue  the  glptry:  of 
polfefling the  heard  of  fome  great 
Princefle  as  promiflinghimielfe 
great  honours  apd  dignities  from 
thencerrand  how  touch  rnore,  if 
befides  alf  ftl^s  he  werei  aifbred 
of  that  dearef  j>lace  ’ in  her.  me- 
mory as  i hee;  could  tefufe  him 
nothing  But  if  he  chaunced  to  fa! 
into  difgrace^  Wotf  Id  vndertake 
ViSu<defep^e/&  reconcile  him  wkh 
his  Prince  againe  free  him  from 
the  punishments  he  had  merited,  - 

obtaine 
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obtained  .tepeakif%e  were  ba^ 
nifhed  frdmtheGoUrt  ,and  not 
only  riftore  him ‘to  his  former 
eft  ate.  agai  ne1,  but  aduanee  him 
higher  i then  ette t" he  -Vas  before, 
what  a bleffittg  wfiat  dn  excefle 
of  Ioy;  wouldthiifortuhatfauou- 
rit  receiue  from  thence  what 
would  he  do,  or  rather  .what  nor 
do  ingratitud  for  fd  gVeat  an  obli- 
gation?what  rtieanes  what  fort  of 
feruices  would  he  tnoft  inuent  to 
honour  her.  withal  1 aflueredly 
both  n ighi  & day1  ,‘He  ^ouldhalie 
no  other-thought  thbh  npVtd  ex- 
prefle  hi  s'  thaiikfiilheis  th  hfet  in 
iotrie  {Jafoiculat  foahher,and  then 
would  be  no  dahgdr  fo  ^r eat, no 
feruice  fo  painfull  hb  would  not, 
go  throu|h!Withiff,  fomaintaine 
himfelf  in  her  better  graces  (HI. 

And  yet  farr  more  happy  a 

thou- 
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’thoufandtiiftes  are  thefetuants-  & 
fauourits  of  the  Queen©  bf  Hea- 
ven, in  that  they  are  affttred  fhe 
is  perpetually  mindful  of  them 
that  fhe  beafes  themaft  vnequald 
loue  j that  they  may  hope  the 
Greateft-  of  fauours  frottl  her  and 
that  fhe  candotbe  banting  to 
them  in  their  affli&idtis  that  as  a 
faithful  Aduacaw  she  doth  Em-' 
j^race  their  prdte&iofi  in  al  oe- 

f ences that  she  prevails  her 
pf  aloccafios  totenderthe  E- 
kingher  B.  Soirte  propitious 
fa  them  jand  tfhat-  & rflOft  of  all 
the  from  etOrfial  paines j 
&brings  theifa  in  fine  to  the  pdf- 
£euc!p  of  the  glory 1 atid  happines 
pftho Ki ngdome  of Ifeaueri. 

Erom  al  which  we-iftiaiy  gather1 
Sup:  rare  Priuiledges  tfoofe  ttuely 
denote  vnto  the  Mother  of  God 
j Inioy 
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Inioy,  ithefteb^the  fit  ft  is  that  fH$ 
l(?ues  them  with  a prof*oiiti<9  and 
cordial  affe&ion  ; the  fecond  that 
(he  honours  them  with  diners 
particular  fauours  ; thethird  that 
the  is  alway  es  ready  to  afliftthem 
in  their  neceffitjesas  after  as  they 
implore  her  aide  j the  fourth  that 
J as  a moft  careful  Aduocate  with 
particular  fol  icitud.f  he  vndertalce ; 
their  d^ffenee.and  renders  them 
propitious,  the  eternal  King  of 
„ Heauen  , [reconciling  them  into 
him  3 when  they  haue.  offended 
him;,the,fifth:and  lafl  thatfhedd- 
liuejCs  them  from;  etdrhal  damna-^ 
tion.  Let  vs  confider  then  and 
examine  ’them  on  hy  on  which 
great  examines,  to  animat  tuefy- 
foule  to  th£,affe&ioh  of  fodei&e^ 
and  greataiLady.  _ • '! 

the 
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THE  I.  PRI VILEDGE. 

UoW  affettionat  the  B Vir • 

; gin  it  to  a{  dernut  Chri- 
fiiajts  Who  feme  and  ho- 
nour her  With  huntbte 
' reuerence. 

Lt  H o v G H’tis  true 
the  facred  Virgin 
being  al  loue  & cha- 
rity loueth  al,  &,Jike 
the  Sunn  (ayes  the 
deuout  Saint  Bernard)  difplay  es  z> 
like  the  beams  of  her  Iweetnes  8c 
benignity  otter  althe  world. Yet 
certaine  it  is  withal  fhee  beh#ld$i 
thofe  with  a more  deere  regard 

A who' 
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who  loue  her  and  render  her  the 
molt  dutiful  feruices  and  are  moil 
affidual  inreuerencing  her.  And 
moll  laudable  and  holie  is  that  ob- 
fequioufnes  by  tyhofe  extcriour 
fignesis  manifefted  the  interiour 
aife&ions  of  the  hart,  for  To  (as  S. 
Gregory  fays ) the  proofe  of  the 
affe&iori  is  the  periormace  of  the 
thing.  Now  how  reciprocal  the 
B.Virgins  loue  is  to  vs  ag‘aine,her 
felf  declares  in  “thofe  words  attri-  ■ 
buted  to  her  by  the  Holy  Ghoft; 
thofe  who  loue  mee,  l Tone,-  as 
much  as  to  fay , I haue  a particu- 
lar loue  for  thofe  who  dfFed  mec 
With  al  their  hart  and  foule , and 
endeauour  to  render  fuch  honour 
as  they  imagine  the  mod  accept 
table,’  arid  what  fort  of  loue  it  is 
her  felf  declares  in  anotherphlla- 
gc  of  Scripture  where  fheefayefc: 

' lam 
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and  ferae  the  2.  XJ.  Jutury.  '$ 

I am  the  mother  of  beautious 
loue  jiignifying  the  loue  fhee  af- 
feds  herferuats  vithjto  be  firme, 
compleat  at  al  parts , and  truly 
worthy  fo  diuine  and  louing  a 
mother,  ~ 

. This  glorious  '(^ueenc'tfenders 
▼s  as  heroine  Children  , in. that 
{ hcois  our  Mother  j and  fo  nearp 
and  ftrait  a bond  ty  es  vs-  together, 
as  her.  being  a-dcfcedant  from  out 
generation  y ftefh  of  pur  flefh  , 
blond  of  OUrbloud  ,’bone  of  but 
bone  , for  vhich  reafon  fhee  can- 
not but  af£e&  vs  much,  efpecially 
if  wet  eadeaupur  todeftrde  it  by 
ouicoriftancie  and  ^delitie  in  fer- 
uling her?  Sfcee  is  the  Mother  of 
<Itfia*chrift‘  ft  he -Xyo&  and  Man, 

« Cod  is  out  Father  : b<<i  f ather 
•mihlich  art  iii  Tkaiith 4tns ’Sonne 
iehis-Chrift  otir  brother Gd  to 

A z my 
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my  brothers,  ( fayes  he  to  Mary 
Magdalen : Oh,  infinit  fweetnes 
of loue  ! ) Go  to  my  brothers  and 
tel  them,  I afeend  to  my  father  & 
your  father  , to  my-God  and 
yoiirs.  The  Blefted  Virgin  is 
then  our  Mother , Iefus  Chrift 
the  increated  Word  our  bro*- 
ther,  and  the  Eternal  father  our 
father. 

^ Conform, e to  this  Ber? 
,,  pardon  thefe  wdr  emutjet 

5,  fua>  behold  thy  Mother,  argues 
3,  thus  ; If  Mary  be  thy  mother, 
3,  O man , ( fayes  he  , ) then  I©- 
,,  fus  Chrift  is  thy  brother,. his 
3,  father  thine  , his  Kingdom, 
„ thou  haft  right  to , and  Coh- 
3,  fequently  the  grace' of  Mary  is 
thy  riches  , fince  the  mother 
„ Yluaily  layes  vp  (pr  theChfih- 
„ dren  , fo  thy  neceflitips  goie 

vnto 
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and  ferae  the  21 XJ. Mary,  5 
vnto  her  hart  ) for  the  mother 
-a,  for  thefe  “wants  of  her  Chil- 
yi'  dren  is  moued  at  hart;  O take 
a,  her  then  for  thine.  Thus  S. 
Bernard  ; that  eloquent  Do- 
<51  our.  And  certainly  our  cond^* 
tion  is  mpft  great  and'  highly  a dr 
uantag’daboue  al  others  3 to  haue 
the  Mother  of  God  yEmpre(feof 
the  Vniuerfe  ,-for  Mother  , and 
her  only  fonne, the  King  of  glory^ 
glory  of  Kings ^and  our  triie  God 
for  brother.  An  honour  the  An- 
gels could  neuer  glorie  in  ;Eor 
when  or  whfgre  f feyes  S.  Paul) 
dad  God  eu/er.fay  to  them  as  he 
layd  to  man  , fpeaking  to  our 
Saiiiour  Chrift  ? Thou  art  my 
fonne , to  day  I haue  begotten 
thee.  f • •' 

Thefe  fpirits  ,as  happy  as  they  are 
A 5 
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haue  neuet  an  Angel  of  themalj. 
inuefted  with  their  Angelical  nas- 
ture , they  can  fay  is  God  j whilft 
wee  inuefted  with  our  humane 
haue  the  God  of  Angels  himfelfe 
wee  cannot  only  fay  is  man  but 
euen  our  brother  too  j nor  do  wee 
find  it  was  euer  fayd  to  any  of  the 
as  it  was  to  man*.  Behold  thy  Mo>* 
therein  the  perfon  of  S.Iohn,who 
( according  to  the  Do&ours)  per- 
fonated  and  ftood  at  the  feote  of 
the  Crolfe  for  al  mankind,  whifft 
the  Sauiour  of  vs  al  deliuer’d  him 
the  pretious  treafure  of  his  Mo- 
ther in  truft. : Let  Vs  conclude 
then  , that  her  loue  is  generally 
towards  aljbut  in  a more  particu- 
lar manner  towards  thofe  who  af- 
fume  her  for  their  Mother, and  by 
inoft  affeffionat  wayes  feeke  out 
her  fafeguacd  and  prote&ion. 

Moreouer 
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and  ferae  the  3.V. Mary.  7 
Moreouer  wee  muft  conclude 
this  glorious  Queen  hath  f he  wed 
more  affe&ion  to  men  , then 
euer  fhee  dicfto  Angels : Initni- 
tation  of  the  eternal.  Father, 
whom'  in1  her  a<ftionsyshee  of  al 
others,moft  nearly  imitats : and 
for  proofe  that  his  loue  is  more 
to  vs  then  themjbutconfider  with 
what  pretiousguifts  he  hath  ho- 
noured vs,  for  fo  the  greatnes  of 
theprefents  giuen  by  the  louet 
to  its  belbued  manifeftly  declat* 
res  the  greatnes  of  its  affe&ion 
to  it  ; and  what  guifts  are  thofe 
the  eternal  Father  hath  bellowed 
on  the  fonnes  of  the  earth  ! Let 
the  Angels  harke  , and  the  Ar- 
changels lend  an  eare,  and  al  the 
Rcaueiily  Hierarchies  remaine at 
tonifh’t  at  fo  wondrous  a libera-* 
litie.  Behold  the  infinit  prefent, 

A 4 the 
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£he,  infinit  guift  with  God  hath 
igiue  & prefented  the  world  with- 
al , ncuer  to  be  'enough  vallued 
-neuer  to  be  equalled  . God  hath  fo 
Joued  the  World , asfor  it  hehath 
gipefl  his  only  fonne  > out  of  his 
excefliue  loue  to  free  itfromthe 
ipiferie  in  which  it  was-,  and  what 
on  the  Angels  hath  he  beftowed 
the  whifft?  nothing  but  their  eter- 
nal beatitud  merited  ( as  the  Di- 
uines  hold ) by  one  foie  ad:  of 
their  Wil*  another  thing  it  is,a*id 
of  other  valuation  which  he  hath 
beftowed  on  men, to  giue  his 
owne  Sonne  to  faue  them, then 
hisgiuing  the  Angels  their  etet- 
iial  beatitud  3 fo  (ayes  S.  Bona- 
uenture,Togiuehis  only  Sonne 
for  the  impieties  of  men  was  a 
greater  matter,  then  to  the  merits 
of  Angels  to  giue  eternal  life. Let 
' vs 
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and feruetht  S.ZJ.JltCary.  £ 
Ys  grant  then  and freely  acknow- 
ledge the  loueof  God  & bis  holy 
Mother*  more  lpledidty  shinning 
onmen  then  Angels , fince  more 
admirable  haue  been  the  effie&s 
produced  of  it, to  wards  them  then 
thefe3  and  more  obligingto  repay 
them  reciprocally  againe. 

But  this  is  not  al  ynor  doth  out 
gratious  Miftris  ftay  heere  ,;tore* 
pay  affection  with  affe&ion , but 
by  the  tranfport  of  her  lode  sbee 
palfes  to  honour  Her  fer  uants',  fo* 
metimes  with  her  vifits,,  fometi- 
mes  to-  comfort  them  with  hdr 
owne.  deare  prefence  & her  Bjefr  , 
fed  fonns.  . j ! . 

An  example  of  which, ambngft 
an  infinitic  of  others  , wee  haue 
in  the  new  reformed  Mirrour.of 
Examples , and  it  h this : There 
was  a yong  Virgin  fome.14.yea- 
A v res. 
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res  of  age  , fodeuoted  to  the  Mo- 
ther of  God , as  shee  employed  in 
her  feruice  a 1 molt  al  her  dayes 
and  nights  *,  in.  which  her  pious  ^ 
exeteiles  shee  continued  for  al- 
moll  feauen  yeares  fpace  , euer 
befeeching  her  deere  miftres  , & 
patronelfe  fo  to  fauour  her  ,as  shee 
might  beholdher  B.  Sonn  iuftas 
shee  had  brought  him  into  the 
world yvntil  atlaft one  night) and 
?tis  beleued  to  haue  been  Chrilt- 
mas  night } retiring  her- lelfc  into 
ah  Gratorie  shee  had  in  her  fa- 
thorshoufe,  & there  with  prayers 
and  teares  iterating  her  petition, . 
behold  fodainly  there  appeared 
wnfo  her  the  Queene  of heauen, . 
accopanied  wi^h  Myriads  of  An- 
gels , who  gratioully  reaching 
heft,  from  her  owne  atmes  to  hers, 
her  ( heauenly  Infant  ,/ayd  : Be- 
hold.. 
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and  feme  the  ‘BXJ.Mary.  n 
holdheer  my  dear  daughter, what 
you  haue  fo  much  dehred  > take 
him , embrace  him,'  and  at  your 
pleafure  folace  you  with  him  j at 
this  the  deuout  Virgin  tooke  him 
in  her  atmes  ,and  embracing  and  > 
kiffing  him  * vfed  al  the  tender- 
nefles  a deuout  loue  could  ex- - 
preffe  an  affe&ion  in*,  when  in. 
the  heate  of  herkifles  & embra- 
ces, thediuine  Infant  darting  a* 
look  ather,hadbeen  ableto  ha'ue 
pierc’d  a farr  harder  hart, the  hers 
asked  her  if  shee  lpued  him  ?»that 
Ido, faid  shee ,and  confirmed  it 
with  a thoufand  new  blandish- 
mets*' but  how  much  doty ou  loue1 
mee  ? more  then  my  body}  and 
how  much  more  c1  more  then  my 
very  hart*,  yet , how  much  more 
then  that  ?alalfe,  faid  shee  , it  is 
impoflible  to  tel  you  that,  let  it’ 

fond 
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/peak  for  mee , and  fo  with  a pro 
found  figh  shee  cocluded  the  dia- 
logue, and  with  that  her  life;  her 
hart  burftingvin  the  mid  ft  vna- 
.ble  to  containe  fo  much  of-  loue  I 
Was  in  it,  when  ( we  may.  piou fly 
imagine) the  B.  Virgin  tpoke  her  • 

white  i'oule  in  her  arxnes  ,&  de- 
b’uering  jt  into  the  hands  of  An-  f 

gels  y.  they,  with  Papeete  and:  me-  I 
iodious  harmonie.  conduced  it  i 
to  heauen.  At  found-  of  which  j 
celeftial  mufick  , thofe  of  the  \ 
houfe  accurring  & forceingopen  J 
the  Oratory  door e , found  the  j 

dead  corps  extended  on  the  1 

ground  , and  exhaling  fo  npjcb 
fvreetnes,  as-it  feemed  al  the  mofl: 
pretious  perfumes  of  the  world 
had  gon  to  the  embalming  it:  j. 

Amongft  the  reft, two  Fathers  of 
S.  Dominicks  Order  were  prer 

fent 
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lent,  who,. as  they.dilfe&ed  her, 
to  find  out  he  caul'e  of  fofudaine 
Sc ftrang  e a death,  pereeitfed  her 
hartinfcribed  with  thefe  wordes 
in  golden  letters  • O-  my  Ielus , I 
loue  thee  more  then  my  lelfe  > for 
hauing  Created , redeemed , and 
adopted  mee  by  thy  holy  gracet 
Whereby  wee  may  pereeaue,how> 
great  was.  the  loue  shee  bore  to 
the  facredMother  and  her  Sonne, 
and. ’how  greatly,  they  are  aduan- 
tag’d  by  k , who  lone  them  with 
fiich  tendernes  of  affection- 
Laniinuited  by  this  fo  excel- 
lent an  Example  , to  the  recital 
of  one  other  no  lelfe.  excellent, 
taken  out  of  the  fir  ft  part  of  our 
Chronicles  of  S.  Francis,, one  of 
the  -naoft  Exemplar  patterns  of 
deuotion  to  the  B.  Virgin  as, 
eucr  was,.  This’  holy  Saint  in 
- , yifiting- 
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vifiting  a certaine.  Conuent  fo- 
mewhat  remote , had  appointed 
him  for  companion  one  of  raw 
yeares  and  rawer  experience  in 
Religion.  They  being  arriued 
aj;  their  iourneys  end, the  Saint 
after  fome  light  refection , reti- 
ed hhnfelfe  fome-what  more 
early  then  ordinary  to  his  repofe* 
the  bitter  to  rife  at  the  accuftom’d 
houreof  Mattins  with  the  reft. 
Meane  while  his  Copanion  ling- 
ling  out  one  of  theCouent  of  as 
litle  fpirit  as  himfelf, began  with . 
bitter  inuedtiues  to  inveigh  a- 
gainft  the  Saint,  faying  (by  way 
of  mockery,)  that  he  coftld  eate, . 
drinke,  and  fleepe  with  thebeft. 
of  them,  and  euen  to  paftion  feek  : 
his  owne  commodities,  the  whilft  .*  ' 

he  kept  them  fhott  enough,  and 
Hinted  them  as  he  lifted-,  &: after 

many. 


and f true  the  3. V. Mary.  iy 
many  fuch  idle  & mifbe  feeming. 
fpeeches,refolueckit  laft  to  watch 
him  narrowly  that  night^whither 
he  rofe  at  the  nodurnal  Houres 
with  the  reft  or  no , and  fo  he  did. . 
When  behold , about  the  fecond 
Vigil  of  night  he  might  perceaue 
him  rife  Sc  take  his  way  towards 
the  adioyning  Wood, and  follow- 
ing him  ftil  with  his  obferuation, 
at  laft  hefawhim  fal  pjoftrat  on 
the  ground’dire&ing  many  afigh 
to  heauen  Sc  many  a praier  wing’d 
with  the  fire  of  loue  vnto  the 
Queene  of  heauen  befeeching 
her  of  the  fauour  to  let  him  fee 
her  B. Sonne  iuft  as  he  was  infan- 
ted  into  the  world : fcarce  had  b® 
Vtter’d  this,  when  the  B.  Virgin  al 
fenuironed  With  teleftial  light  ap- 
peared vnto  him  St  with  incredi- 
ble fweetnes  prefented  him  from 

her 
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her  own?  armies  with  her  B.Sonn; 
The  Saintraujsh’t  with  fo  high  a 
fauour*  and  rendring  al  ppflible 
thanks  for  k, began  to  vie  kilfes  & 
regards  of  himjto  the  emulatio  of 
hismouth  &r  eies,whether  should 
take  the  more delight  in  him -This 
amorous  duej  lafted  til. breaks  of 
day  ( not  only  to  the  exceeding 
confolation  of  the  S..  himfejRbut 
of  that  Rel-igipustnoi, ) w b€  being 
conftrained.to  rehor.e  hispretioyt 
bur  then-  tohis  Mothers  arrne  agai- 
ne,  the  vifio  rauished.  At  light  fo 
this  fo  diuine  a miracle,the  poore 
imperfedt  Religions  .man  was,fo 
molted  &.  edi  fiedsas  he  threw  .him 
felf  prefently  at  S.  Francis  feetj 
befeechinghim  of  forgiuenes  for 
his  fault  which  he  hnmbly  .thpre 
confeft , and  dying'  afterwards  to 
hi  simp  erfedt  j o ft  s A b ecame.  t0  1 1 u ® 


; . ..  .p  * ■■ 

'ini [true  thtjBXJ'iMary.  \j 
a perfed  Religious  man  confum- 
inat  inal  vertue  and  perfe&ion. 

Fromt  thefe  two  examples  re- 
fults  an  infallible  proofe  of  this 
firftpriuiledge,&the  B.  Virgins 
exceeding  loue  to  thofe  who  hold 
deare  her  memory , and  employ 
themfelues  for  her  lake  in  works 
of  piety,  whilft  they  become  each 
day  more  faithful  and  feruent  in 
feruing  her.  And  thefe  are  thofe 
shee  mod  efpecially  doth  regardj 
thefe  are  thofe  shee  moft  particu- 
larly doth  protedl , neuer  abando- 
ning.them  ( vnlelfe  they  abandon 
her  ) vntikshee  hath’  happily  gui- 
ded her  to  heauen.  A1  with  the 
deuout  S.  Bernard  in  thefe  few 
Words  doth  comprehend.  It  is  im- 
* pofliblefor  youB.Lady  toforfake 
him,  who  places  his  Confidence 
in  you , fmce  you  are  the  Mother 
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of  mercie  it  felfe.Who  would  not 
endeauour  then , to  the  vtterrtaoft 
of  his  forces,  tobedeuoutto  her? 
who , to  gaine  the  fauour  of  fuch  a 
Quegne  5 would  not  count  it  ho- 
nour to  feekeout  al  occafions  of 
feruing  her?  ’tis  no  fmal  one,  I 
grant , to  ingratiate  ones  felfe 
with  an  earthly  Queen  v but  with 
the  Queen  ofheauen*tis  the  grea- 
teftthat  can  be  imagined  *,  an  ho- 
nour not  only  to  be  preferred  be- 
fore al  the  gr  eatneffes  of  the  earth 
but  alwee  can  receaue  from  any 
Saint  in  heauen.  And  thus  much-, 
may  fuffice  for  the  firft  Priui- 
ledge. 


and feme  thcBXJ.Jrtary.  15 


THE  il.  PRI VI  LEDGE! 

Jsthat  thelB  Virgin  is  mo  ft 
liberal , and  accuflomed  to 
beftow frequent  graces  £5* 
favours  on  her  f truants, 

Ove  that  is  true  & 
perfed  (as  dally  ex- 
perience teacfleth)  Is 
neuer  fatisfied  in  che- 
rifhing  the  thing  be- 
loued , and  obliging  it  by  guifts 
and  fauours , euen  to  dilpoile  it 
felfe  of  al  it  hath  moft  precious, 
to  giue  vnto  it-  So,  Ionathas  loue 
to  Dauid  was  fo  great , as  the  fcri- 
pture  fayes  of  him : Ionathas  lo- 
ued  hioi  as  his  very  foule  •,  he 

pluck’t 
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pluck’t  off  his  richer  gar  ments  $c 
^aueto  hi  or,  & to  paint  his  freind- 
i hip  forth  in  more  liuely  Colours 
it -adds  : Ho  gaue  him  euen  bis 
fword,  his  ciniture  , and  his  bow. 
Now  if  worldly  loue  hath  fuch 
force  ouer  the  harts  of  men,  what 
hath  the  diuine  ouer  the  harts  of 
the  Saints  in  heauCh , efpecially 
of  the  B.  Virgin  , who  excels  al 
men  and  Saints  together  in  the 
i perfe&ion  of  loue  $ Let  vs  vna- 
nimoufly  faye  and  acknowledge 
then  j that  fhee  is  fo  affe&ionat 
to  tbpfe  who  honour  her,  ay  fheb 
neuer  ceafeth  fhowring  on  thetii 
the  heauenly  draw  of  the  .moll 
pretious  gpifts  and  richeft  trea- 
, fures  there;  for  which  reafon  fhe 
is  deferuedly  ftiled  by  our  holy 
Dolours  , tjhe  Treafureffe  of  al 
the  riches  in  heauen,  and  difpen- 
, ' fatrix 
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iatrixof  al  the.guifts  of  God ; A 
dignitie  to  whichhis.diuine  Mar 
ieitie  hath  exalted  h?r  in  heauen} 
an  honour  to  which  aboue  al  his 
/ubie&s  he  hath  preferred  her. 
The  keyes  of  euerlaftihg  riches 
are  in  "her  hands , the  coffers  of 
Paradife  ful  fraught  with  diuine 
treafures  are  at  her  command , of 
which  shee  is  nothing  fparing} 
bdt  liberally  g hies  to  al  that  wil, 
to  af  that  aske  ,tp(al  that  can  pre- 
tend Jeaft  right  vnto  thiem;  fhee 
being  rtfoft  riche  and  powerful, 
and  her  wil  equaling  her  power 
both  in  heauen  and  earth.  . ( 

To  youual  power, >s  giuenf fyye$ 
the  ihellifluous  Dodtor  deuoutly 
difcourfing  with  her  : both  in 
heauen  and  earth  ,fo  as  you  haup 
ability  -£ft.idp  what  you  wil , and 
&>  her  i"dfe  auowes  how  riche  she 
* is 


Digitized  by  Google 


it  ^An  Method  to  lout 

is  in  diuine  treafures  where  fhee 
feyes:  The  grace  is  in  ^mee  of  al 
Way  and  truth , in  mee  al  hope  of. 
vertue  arid  of  life.  Arid  knowing 
how  much  they  import  vs  , heir 
felfe  indites  vs  to' demand  them 
of  her:  Gome' to  riiee al  3 {ayes 
shee  9 who  are  defirous  of  mee; 
and  be  replenish1^  with  my  gene- 
rations. See  how  ready  our  ri* 
che  eeleftiai  Miftris  is , to  makd 
vs  participant 'of  her  eeleftiai  fi~  j 
ches  j and  fee  how  much  she  af- 
fe<5is  our  good , who  offers  vs  fo 
bountioufly  thofe  goods  and  ho- 
nours , as  are  neither  beholding 
to  Time,  nor  fortune.  Why  do.e 
Wee  tarry  -then  ? why  are  wee 
then  fo  flow  , why  shake  wee 
not  off  this  dulftes  thatpoiTeffes 
vs  ? doe  wee  feare  pethitps  a difl 
dainful  repul fe  from  her*  a dif- 
ficult 
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ficuk  accede? a faftidious  regard? 
(ah  no , sheets  fo  fair  from  it , as 
shce  is  very  fweetnes  ,meeTcnes 
itfelfe  ,and  there  is  nothing , in 
earth  or  heauen  more  affable., 
more-courteous,  then  sheej  as  S. 
Bernard  teftifies  of  her,  where  he 
fayes.  What  humane  fragilitie  is 
it , that  feares  to  approch  & haue 
v acceffe  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  in 
whom  is  nothing  auftere  or 
terrihlejbut'shee  is  al  humanitie, 
al  ful  of  charitie  and  curtefie 
towards  al. 

Let  vs  then  with  the  common  - 
opinion  of  Dolors  hold  for  cer- 
taine , that  whofoeuer  hath , re- 
courfetoher  in  their  neceilityes, 
and  duly  implore  her  ayde , are 
neuet  by  her  fruftrated  of  their 
hopes.  O fweet  Lady  ( fays  the 
ancient  dPheophyladt ) you  are  a . 

powerful 

,y  Google 


Digit 


id  Jdn  Methoi  to  loue 

powerful  prote&rijt  of  man } for 
O immaculat  Virgin  , who  euer 
plac't  his  hope  in  you , and  was 
confounded,  or  who  among!]; 
men,  hath  implor’d  yourclemen- 
cie,andbeen  abandoned? 

Free  then  from  doubt  and  allu- 
red of  the  truth,  left  vs  haue  re- 
courfe  in  our  necdfities  to  this 
moft  powerful  and  prttiful  Lady, 
and  make  our  felues  worthy  of 
thofehigh  fauours  and.preroga- 
tiues  fhee  fo  bofitioully  rewards 
her  faithful  feruants.  Withal  fhee 
is,  as  wee  haue  layd , the  Treafu- 
relfe  and  difpenfatrix  of  al  the 
guifts  of  God  \ fhee  is  the  neck 
( fayd  Sf  Hierom  ) by  which  our 
Sauiour  who  is  the  head,infufes 
into  his  body  the  Church  al  that 
fpiri  tual  fenfe  and  motion, by  -tis 
animated  and  fulfcuned',  shee  is 

the 
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the  body  of  the  tree  by  which  the 
roots  imparts  life  vnto  the 
boughs , producing  flowers , lea- 
uesyfruit,  and  al  that  in  the  tree 
excels  either  for  omarnet  or  vfe> 
-Shee  is  the  Concaue  of  the  foun-  ' 
taine  which  fir  ft  receaues  plenty 
-of  its  liuing  waters ofgtace,  and 
-after  diftributs  them  to  feueral 
pipes  according  to  their  feueral 
capacities.  Wherefore  S.  Bona- 
uenture  moft  maturely  fayes  :.it 
is  wonderful  what  a colle<ftion 
there  is  in  the  Virgin  of  al  the 
pleintihes  of  grace , & how  from 
-thence  it  is  deriued  to  others , as 
.from  its  proper  fource  fo  aboun- 
dantly  as  S.  Bernard  affirmes , al 
-the  Citizens  of  heauen  , al  the 
- men  in  the  World  , al  the  foul  es 
in  Purgatory , nay  euen  in  Hel  it- 
feife,  dohomage  to  her  as  to  their 

B foue- 
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foueraigne  Lady  , bowing  their 
knees  before  her  in  fubmifliue  &: 
befeeming  reuerencc.  So  there 
is  no  profeflion  nor  eftate  ,but  is 
iiibordinate  to  her,  efpecially  Re- 
ligious the  glory  and  richell  or- 
nament of  the  Church , which  is 
euer  f heltered  vnder  the  prote- 
&ion  of  her  wings  , whofe  foun- 
ders haue  in  particular  maner  ftil 
been  deuout  vnto  her , by  which 
meanes  they  haue  obtained  for 
th.m  and  their  fpiritual  children 
particular  fauours  ftil. 

Who  is  not  aftonifh’t  at  the  ad- 
mirable lone  of  that  great  Pa- 
triark  Saint-Dominick  to  the  B. 
Virgin  from  whom  next  to<Jod, 
his  Order  acknowledges  a depen- 
dency, and  to  haue  receaued  al  its 
luftreand  conferuation.  For  what 
remarkable  graces  and  fauours 
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hath  he  not  receaued  by  her  iu- 
tcrcefiion?  Of  this  loue  vnto  her 
feruice , although  there  were  no 
other  proofe , yet  that  of  the  in- 
uention  of  the  Rofary  were  fuf- 
ficient. 

For  how  manie  thoufand  forts 
may  we  imagine  hath  this  holy 
Saint  led  by  this  excellent  deuo- 
tion  to  the  honour  and  feruice  of 
the  Queen  of  heauea?  how  many 
Princes  and  Monarkes  of  the 
World,  how  many  Queens  and 
Ladyes  of  worth  & honour,  how, 
many  of  al  forts  and  profeffions  , 
<?V»en  whole  people  and  whole 
worlds,  (as  witnes  the  new  World 
Antipodes  to  ours  ? ) neither  can 
we  pa(Te  in  filence  the  furpailing 
affe&ion  S.  Francis  bare  to  her, 
which  was  fo  great,  as  he  would 
often  in  amorous  pafsion  com- 
B i.  pole 
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pofe  verfes  to  her  praife  , and 
either  fing  them  himfelfe  , or 
caufe  them  to  be  funge  by  his  Re- 
ligious. From  whence  it  came, 
that  he  ftil  obtained  whatfoeuet 
fauour  he  demanded  of  Ahn: 
Cod  ,for  himfelfe  in  particular, 
or  his  Order  in  general,  by  the 
intetcefsion  of  this  beloued 
Virgin. 

One  amongft  the  reft  for  its 
taritie  I cannot  but  recount  , and 
it  is  one  of  the  greateft  and  moft 
Rupedious  miracl  es  of  the  world, 
by  Which  fuch  an  infinity  of 
foules  haue  been  deliuered  and 
dayly  are  from  the  very  torments 
and  paines  of  Hel  it  fclfe  s And 
this  is  that  great  and  admirable 
Indulgence  granted  atthererjueft 
.of  5.  Francis  by  our  SauioUr 
Chiift  in  the  prefence  of  tbe  B. 

Virgin 
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Virgin  and  innumerable  bleflfed 
fpirits , to  the  Church  of  Afsi- 
lium  commonly  cal’d  Our  Lad/ 
of  Portiuncula  j which  by  reafoi* 
al  Chriftendome  is  fo  much  taken 
with  the  demotion , as-  alio  it 
being:  ful  of  rare  myfterie  and 
worthy  of  general  notice  , we 
wjl  breifl'y  male  you  the  narra 
tion  of. 

S.Prancis  once  fcruently  pray^ 
ing  for  the  faluation  of  foules, 
an  Angel  appeared  to  him  and' 
fummond  him  to  the  Church, 
where  it  faid  our  B.  Sauiour  and 
his  mother , with  a world  of  An- 
gels were  expe&ing  him.Atthis, 
he  ran  thither , where  , being  ar- 
riuedhe  faw  our  B.  Sauiour  fea- 
red on.  the  high  Altar  inamaie- 
ilike  feate,  accompanied  by  his 
Mother, and  incircled  by  multi- 
B 5 tuds 
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tuds.  of  Angels  j When  falling 
proftrat  at  his  feete,he  was  foone 
excitated  by  this  comfortable 
voice  of  his  moft  gratious  Lord: 
Know , Francis  a thy  praiers  are 
arriued  vnto  mineeares  s and  for 
that  I know  the  affe&ion  and 
folicitud  of  you  and  your  Order 
for  the  faluation  of  loules  , de- 
mand  of  me  what  grace  you 
pleafe  for  their  avayle, and  I wil 
grant  it  you.  S.  Francis  at  firft  al 
trembling  at  fight  of  fuch  a maie- 
ftie  y by  the  fweetnes  of  thefe 
words  lecur’d  atlaft  waighing  the 
importance  of  them  , thus  an- 
fwered : O Lord , not  but  that  I 
am  confcious  of  my  great  vn- 
Vorthines  to-obtayne  any  grace 
from  you  much , lelfe  fo  great  an 
one  jbut  that  you  are  pleafed  to 
add  this  to  the  number  of  my  irv 

nume- 
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numerable  obligations  b elides  * I 
accept  your  gratious  offer , and 
humbly  befeech  of  you  for  the 
good  of  euery  Chriftian;that  al 
who  vifit  this  Church  , hauing 
firft  duelyconfeftand  communi- 
eat } may  obtaine a plenary  pardo 
and  Indulgence  of  al  their  fins: 
And  you  O glorious  Virgin  and 
gracious  aduocatrix  of  euery 
Chriftian,  l befeech  you  ioyne 
your  powerful  intercelfion  with 
my  Petition  for  it  *,  when  in  con- 
currency with  it , conuerting  her 
felfe  towards  her  B.  Sonne  she 
fayd  : My  deereft  fonnc,  whom  I 
once  had  the  honour  to  beare  in 
this  wombe  of  mine,  grant  I be- 
feech you  this  his  petition  to 
your  faithful  feruants,  fince  the 
faluation  of  foules  ( then  which 
there  is  nothing  you  more  ef- 
B 4 teeme) 
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teeme)is  fo  much  concern'd  in  ifcv 
Grant  it  to  my  Temple  beer  > to* 
your  honour  and  the  edification 
of  your  hoiie  Church.  When  his- 
diuine  Maiehie  calling  a gratious 
eye  towards SJFrancisthere  pro- 
ftrat  before  his  throne,  lay e vnto 
him  .-Francis  ^though  what  thou 
demand’^  bemuch^et  thy  defire 
merits  much  more , in  being  fo 
confer  me  to  mine  * wherefore  { 
grant  thee  the  Indulgence  thou 
defireft  > with  thi  s condition  that 
thou  haue  recourfe  vnto  my  fo- 
ueraigne  Vicar  , who  hath  the 
free  difpole  to  bind  and  loofe  at 
heeron  earth, and  of  him  demand 
from  mee  the  grant  of  it.  So  the 
vifion  vanished;  when  early  thd 
next  day  S.  Francis  toofee  his 
journey  towards  Perugia  where 
Pope  Honor  ius  then  cefided  with 
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the  Court  of  Rome  * and  there 
humbly  killing  his  feete  he  de- 
clared how  al  had  paft,  and  the 
occafion  of  his  comming  there. 
Ac  hearing  of  which,  the  Pope 
granted  him  a Plenary  Indul- 
gence ( in  manner  afore  fayd ) for 
one  day  in  theyeare,  though  as 
yet  what  day  in  the  yeare,was  vn^ 
determined , it  hauing  neither 
been  prefixed  by  his  diuine  Ma- 
iefiie  nor  his  Holines,  vqtil  al  Jaft 
vpon  this  occafion: 

S.  Francis  returned  to  his  Con- 
uent , was  once  at  mid-night  in 
deepe  contemplation  in  his  Cel, 
when  the  Angel  of  darknes  trans- 
form'd in  shape  and  voice  appea- 
red to  him  like  an  Angel  of  light, 
and  faid:  Poore  Francis,  why  are 
you  fuch  a Tirant  to  your  felfe  ? 
why  wil  you  dcftroy  nature  With 
B v your 
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' your  fuperfluous  watchings  thus£ 
Do  not  you  knpw  the  night 
was  ordain’d  for  man  to  reft , and 
thatHeep  is  the  principal  ftay  and 
fupport  of  life?  Ala(fe,you  are  yet 
in  the  April  of  your  yeares,.hau^ 
a care  then  of  your  felf  & be  ruled 
by  me , if  not  for  your  owne  fake,, 
at  leaft  for  your  Orders  jwhole  fa- 
fety  wholy  depeds  on  yours-,  y ou 
are  of  a ftrog  & robuftious  com* 
plexion  promifinga  long  life , i£ 
you  shorten  it  not  by  your  indiA 
cretaufterityes  ,beleeue  it  ,thefe 
extrauagant  deuotions  are  infi- 
nity, difpleafing  to  Aim  ; God, 
who  in  al  things  is  moft  delighted 
with  mediocritievThe  Saint  hea- 
ring. this,  and  by  this  difcouering 
the  malice  the  wicked  Enemie 
to  delude  him  by  afalfe  fuggeftio, 
fuddain)y,ftartedvp,andal  naked 


& ferae  the  'B.V.Mary.  jy 
ran  to  the  adioyning  wood,  where 
he  fo  long  rowled  him  felf  amog 
the  sharpe  thornes  & brifty  thirt- 
ies til  the  bloud  ilfued  amaine  fro 
euery  part  of  him;  when  in  moc- 
kery of  his  bodyvhow  ( faid  he)' 
had  it  not  been  better  for  you , to 
haue  attended  ft.il  to  the  fuffrings 
of  your  God,  then  to  fujffer  this* 
for  attending  to  the  Enemy. 

He  had.no  fooner  vtter’d  this, 
but  inftantly  behold  a cleer  light 
fpred  it-felf  ouer  al  the  wood,  and 
chafing  darknes  thece*,  on  the  one 
fide  he  faw  the  ground  al  icye(for 
it  was  in  the  hart  of  winter)  and; 
on  the  other  clofe  by  the  thornes 
(he  embrewed  in  his  bloud)  the 
white  and  red  rofe  freshly  fpring- 
jpg^whilftthe  Angels  in  miilti- 
tuds  made  a lane  for  him  from 
that  place  vnto  the  Church,fing-< 

ing 


fd  isfojlfttfnd  to  tour 
ing  in  triumphant  manner  as  he 
vent ; Goe , happy  Francis  * goer 
where  thou  art  expe&ed  by  the 
King  and  Queen  of  Heauen/  and’ 
he  knew  it  was  no  illufion , by 
their  fo<  miraeuioufly  reuefting 
him  a new  j. then  gathering  fower 
and  twenty  of  thofe  Rofes  mixfc 
of  either  fort  y he  went  towards- 
the  Church  treading  on  riche  ta- 
giftry  al  the  way,  the  Angels  ( as- 
We  laid  hefore)making  a lane  for 
hinxon  the  right  hand.andon  the- 
left  ; where  being  arriued  , he  be- 
held our  Sauiour  feated  & accom- 
panied-as  in  the  former  appari- 
tion; when  with  al  low  fubmif- 
£on  calling  him  as  his  feete ; 
MofUacred  Maieftie : (faydhee) 
before  whom  both  heauen  and 
earth  do  homage,  it  pleafed  your 
goodnes  to  grant  mee  formerly- 
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a plenary  Indulgence } in  that 
manner  (as. I defeed  it  )now  my 
petition  is , you  would  appoint 
a certaine  day  for  the  obtaining 
ef  it,and  this  for  your  moftdeare 
and  gratious  Mothers  lake  : Our 
B„  Sauiour  thus  anfwered  him. 
Brands  , thy  defert»  are  £uch  I 
can  deny  thee  noth  ing,wher fore 
I grant  thee  thy  petition,  and  ap~ 
point  the  firft  of  Auguft  to  be  ity. 
then  the  Saint  rendring  him  al 
poflible  thankes  repliedjbuthov* 
O Lord,  fhal  this  bee  divulged* 
vnto  the  world,  or  on whofe  faith 
wil  they  take  on  truft  fo  great  9r 
miracle  : For  that  ( (aid  our  Bl. 
Saui  our  )he  it  my  care  to  pr ouide, 
in  the  meane  while  haue  you  re— 
eourfe  againe  to  ray  Vkarheer  o» 
earth, carrying  with  you  eye-wit- 
aesofthis  apparition  one  of  your 
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brothers  with  Tome  of  thofe  Ro- 
fes  you  haue  gathered  there,  and 
feare  not, you  fhal  fee  your  defi- 
res accomplifhed.  In  this  amia- 
ble fweet,  and  admirable  manner 
was  granted  to  Holy  S.  Francis 
the  famous  Indulgence  of  our 
Lady  of  Portiuncula  , by  the  fo- 
ucraige  Monarch  of  Heauen  and 
earth,  a grace  fo  great  , afauour 
fofublirae,as  neuer  was  heard  of, 
neuer  mortal  man  receaued  the 
like.  By  which,and  the  fore  men- 
tioned I nftituti  on  of  the  Rofary 
by  thy  great  Patriarch  Saint  Do- 
minick , wherby  his  Order  hath 
been  fo  much  ennobled],  may 
elderly  be  perceiued , how  extra- 
ordinarily this  bountious  Ladye 
recompences  them  , who  ferue 
her  affe&ionally  and  faithfully. 

THE 
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THE  III.  PRIVI  LEDGE. 

■ ■ ■ ^ ' • 

How  the  jB,  Virgin  helps 

and  Comforts  her  faithful 
Jeruants  y in  their  afflic- 
tions. 


He  third  Priuiledge 
this  heauenly  Lady 
honors  her  fauourits 
which  is.neuer  to  be 
wanting  to  them  in 
their  afflidionsj  a thing  which 
neither  ought  nor  can  be  doubted 
of.  For  if  she  loues  them , and  if 
she  loues  by  effects  to  shew  it* 
what  greater  effe&sof  it  5thenin 
their  moil  neceflitous  times  to 
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receiue  and  fuccout  them  , or 
when  is  the  tyme  to  declare  ones 
loue  and  affe&ion  , if  not  then? 
A true  frende  loues  at  al  tymes 
ffayth  the  holy  Ghoft)  and  a bro- 
ther is  tried  in  affli&ion-, andean 
wee  thinkeany  inheauenor  earth 
more  true  tothofe  she  loues  then 
the  B.  Virgin  is  ? or  that  in  her 
affe&ionshe  femes  the  times,  & 
loues  not  fo  wel  in  pouerty  as  in 
riches , in  fadnes  as-in  mirth , in 
aduerfity  as  in  profperity  ? Oh, 
no,  A true  freind  alwayes  loues, . 
but  efpecially  in  time  of  affli- 
ction, for  that  is  the  touch  ftone 
of  true  freindship  indeed  , and' 
then  she  shews  hers  moft.  What 
a happines  , what  a felicity  is-  it- 
then , for  thofe  who  loue  & ferue 
her  faithfully  to  haue  fo  power- 
ful a freind  as  she  who  when  the 
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burthen  of  mifery  lies  heauieit 
on  vs  can  lighten  vs  ,.  when  we 
aredeferuing  more  of  pittie  then 
of  loue  , out  of  pittie,  loues'  Vs. 
more  i and  who  lalUy  in  the  darfe 
paflage  of  death,  where  f©  many 
leefe  their  way , leads  vs  fafely 
out  of  it, and  not  forfales  vs  then,. 
When  al  the  world  befidcs  forfa- 
ies  vs  ,but  comforts  vs  on  out 
death-beds , when  at  in  this  life 
turnes  to  our  more  difeomfort 
which  we  did  moft  a fifed  5,  and 


ftands  vnto  vs  ,,  when  whole*  le* 
gioos  of  diuelsare  befeidgingour 
fouls , shedding  vs  from  euery 
bar  me , now  defending  ys  from 
impatience  by  aflfuaging  our 
griefes,  or  forty  fijng  our  roindes 
againft  it  , now  from  forrow, 
with  the  ioy  she  br  ings  vs , now 
from  defpaite  with  the  aflured 

hope 
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hope  of  our  faluation , and  finally 
with  a new  re-inforcement  of 
Angels  puts  al  our  Infernal  ene- 
mies to  flight. 

The  glorious  S.  Antony  of Pa* 
dua  (as  is  recorded  in  his  life) 
when  he  was  alfalted  with  any 
temptation, yfd  no  other  weapon 
then  to  repeate  this  Hymnre  of 
hers : Ogloriofa  Dominate,  when 
ptefently  he  fhould  come  off  with 
victory.  As  it  happened  one  day 
When  being  at  his  prayers,  the 
diuel  ( at  defiace  ftil  withal  good 
Workes)  fet  fo  furioufly  on  him, 
and  ftraynd  his  throat  fo  cruel 
hard , as  he  had  almoft  ftrangled 
him,  til  the  Saint  hauingrecourfe 
to  his  accuftomed  armes,inforc*t 
him.to  jeefe  his  hold.  In  likef 
manner  al  the  article  of  his  death 
being  prepar’d  vnto  it  before 
, with 
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with  al  the  facraments,and  faying 
With  his  brethren  the  feuen  peni- 
• tential  Pfalines , he  concluded  al 
Deuofctans  with  that , to  which  - 
fee  was  eiier  fodeuoat:  O glpriofa 
Doming  &c.  when  behold,  the  B. 
Virgin  appeared  vnto  him , infi- 
nity cotorting  him  with  her  ap- 
p arition,  and  adding  to  theCon- 
folation:  of  it , the  fight  of  her 
deare  fonne  and  his  deare  Lord; 
at  which  with  incredible  ioy  he 
deliuered  his  foule  into  his  BI. 
hands.  Go  teade  al  hiftories, 
fearch  into  al  records , fee  if  you 
can  find  any  that  euer  trailed  her 
with  their  confidence , and  were 
deceau’di  who  iriuoked  ; her  in 
their  neceflities  and  were  not  re- 
> . ieiuedby  her?  fo  as  we  may  wel 
applye  thofe  words  of  the  Wife' 
man  to  her , and  fay  ‘.  Behold  al 
, ye  - 
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yee  nations  of  men  and  .Know,' 
that  none  hath  plact  their  truft  inf 
this  foueraine  Lady  v&been  C6~ 
founded.  And  could  we  but  fee 
rifiug  from  their  fepulchers  al  /- 
thofe  whohaue  been  denoted  to 
her  and  could  Demand  of  them 
where  eueir  she  bad  fay  Id’  them  at 
their  need  or  no  ? Infallibly  they 
woul^al  withone  accord  fay  with 
S.  Bernard  cone  sting  themfelues 
towards  her  . Lethim  be  filent  (> 
B1 . V irgin  y who  can  fay  you  wer 
euer  wanting  to  them  when  they 
inuoked  you  in  their  neceflityes. 

We  wil  add  another  Example 
takenout  of  Sadac*li\  of  a high 
miraculous  ftraine,  exemplifying 
this  priatledge  to  the  life , and  fo 
conclude  it. 

A certaine  Matron  of  excel- 
cellent  endowments , and  much 

deuo- 
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•denoted  to  the  Queene  of  hea- 
uen , fending  her  lotine  tolerue 
a certain®  Prince , hi  whofe  fer- 
uice  ins  father  had  fpent  his  life, 
charg'd  hi®  before  he  vent  by  ail 
. the  ty  es  by  which  Heauen  and  na- 
ture had  obliged  hi®  to  her  , to 
be  deuout  vritothe  B.  V irgin , in 
-al  his  neceflities  to  implore  Tier 
ayde,artd  neuer  omit  dayly  , at 
leaft  to  (ay  vnto  her  honour  an 
^ue  Maria , with  that  short  .pra- 
yer : O B.  Virgin  , bee  propi- 
tious to  me  at  the  houre  of  death 
Tins  he  faithfully  promtfed , and 
being  at  Court  inuiolably  obfer- 
ued,  though  for  the  reft  , Youth 
eafily  falling  Into  diforder , and 
-tbe  Court  beinga  place  moft  flip- 
pery  ,this  yong  Gentleman  fre- 
} iqueftting  the  j focieties  of  fome 
4eboished  ones  ,foone  tooke  the 
. taint 
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taint  of  their  Societies , and' be* 
came  as  deboish’t  as  theyi  and  (as 
there  is  no  ftay  in  wickednes 
when  one  is  .falling  once ) at  laH 
be  was  Co  deepely  plunged  in  it, 
.as  the  Prince  when  no  admoni- 
tion would  fe.rue  the  turne  firft 
banish’t  him  his  prefence  then 
his  Court,  and  laft  of  al  his  ter- 
ritory. Impatient  for  this  dis- 
grace*, and  conuerting  that  was  in- 
tended for  his  cure,  vnto  his  great 
maladie,  what  did  this  defperat 
youth  but  alfociat  himfelfe  with 
certaine  theeues  , who  harbou- 
ring in  the  woods  infefted  al  the 
Provinces  about , and  was  foone 
chofen  their  Captain > when  ha- 
uing  a more  fpatious  feild  toeac- 
ercife  his  wickedncs  in , he  fooqc 
became  fo  ingenioufly  fierce  9 Co 
. wittily  cruel, as  in  fierpcnes  and 

cruelty 
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cruelty  he  excelled  them  al  Spa- 
ring no  humane  creature , and  no 
fort  of  inhumanity.  But  fee  Hea- 
uens  iuftice , which  comes  with 
the  greater  force  vppn  vs  , the 
greater  turne  it  makes  ear  it  co- 
mes at  vs.  He  raigned  fome  yea- 
res  thus , in  his  wickednes , til  at 
iaft  it  was  his  fortune  to  be  taken 
anddeliuered  vp  bound  hand  and 
foot  tothepublick  Magiftrateby 
them  to  prifon  , where  the  fame 
day  he  was  condemned#©  die;  of 
this  hauing  fecret  Intelligence; 
( ftraitas  if  the  mafke  of  his  wic- 
hednes  were  but  thentaken  off)he 
began  to  perceaue  the  ygifees  of 
it , fo  as  to  detell;  it  j be  wayle  and 
curfe  his  fortune,  and  euen  waxe 
defperat  for  the  greefe  and  fhame 
it  had  brought  vpon  himfelf  and 
his  family.  When  behold  while 
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he  was  in  dais  difpofe  of  minde, 
there  entred  dungeon  a man. 
of  mlghtie  ftature  and  hor- 
rible afpe&  , who  addreffing 
himfelfe  vntobim , Offered , if 
JBe  would  be  rt$d  by  him , to 
iree  him  thence  ;and  who  are 
you  ( fayd  he ) almoft  freed  by 
> his  promife  from  the  feare  of  his 
ap  para  nee , l am  the  di^el  ( fayd 
he ) lent  hither  by  nay  Prince  to 
deliuer  you  *,  obey  but  his  com- 
mandsj  at hearing  this , without 
any  long  delay , the  prilbner-(  as 
-it  is  ordinary  with  wicked  men, 
•to  preferr  the  fafety  of  their 
bodyes  before  their  loules ,)  an* 
fweredi  Wbat-lo  ere  you  are, you 
wil  oblige  me  by  fo  great  a be* 
nefit  to  what  foeuer  you  demand; 
then  htflif  faid  the  diuel  ) you 
muft  renounce  lefus  Chrift , his 

merits 


Digitized  by  Google  ' 


And ftrue  the  2t.ZJ.Mar}.  49 
merits and  al  the  principality 
he  hath  ouer  you*  I doe  { fayd he  ; 
and  it  fufficcs  to  haue  found  a 
Prince  of  your  Maifter  fo  ready, 
topleafure  me',  next  you  mult  re- 
nounce al  the  Sacraments  & com- 
munion with  his  Church:  and  that 
too , anfwered  he.  Then  to  Mary 
his  mother , and  al  your  hope  of 
l fauour  and  afsiltance  from  her*  at 
this  he  demurr’d , and  entrjng  in- 
to himfelf  call’d  al  his  thoughts 
together  in  confult  of  what  he 
had  promifed  his  Mother ,8c  what 
he  had  performed  til  then  *,  when 
refolued  at  laft  he  anfwered  ? that 
he  would  neuef  doe , farr  be  it 
from  me  (fayd  he)  how  neere  foe- 
ner  my  lifebe  cocern’d  in  it,too£ 
fer  fuchan  affrontto  mydearePa- 
tronelfe,  and  fo  to  Iniure  her  who 
- fo  hath  obliged  me ; No, rather  I 

C offer.' 
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offer  her  my  felf  ( if  Che  daine  to 
accept  it)  whether  f he  would 
|iaue  me  li\ie  or  die  3 t o be  wholy 
and  abfolutly  at  her  difpofe.Con- 
founded  with  this  his,  refblution,  | 

the  diuel  vanifhed , w hen  he  tou-  | 
ched  vnto  the  quick  with  a repen- 
tance for  his  hainous  offences  a- 
gainfl  his  Lord  &5auiour,at  -firft 
began  to'.weep  & ftgh-moft  bitter-  ! 
]y,then  had  his  recourfe  to  the  or- 
dinary refuge  of  finnersthe  Mo- 
ther of  God  fay  i ng  v nto  her  with 
p.  fobbing  voice, a thoufand  times 
interrupted  by  his  greefe;0  moft 
facred  Mother  of  mercy  ,haue  pit— 
ty  on  memiferable  (inner,  and  do 
not  quite  reiedf  me  from  before  I 
your  light-,1  af  ke  not  of  you  deli-r  I 

ueracefrommy  bonds,  I beg  not  \ 
of  you  to  fauemy  life, for  that  cq- 
fidei  ing  the  heinoufnes  of  my  cri- 
xnesj  were  too  much  for  me  to  af- 
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k and  you  to  grant;  I only  hubly 
, crane  you  would  obtaine  For  me 
pardo  of  my  finns  of  your  B.Son, 
and  alfift  me  as  I haue  often  pe- 
titioned you  at  the  houre  of  my 
death : in  this  forrowful  and  de- 
vout manner  he  pad  al  night,  and 
the  day  was  no  foonercome,  bui 
he  fent  for  a Cbnfefifours  and 
confed  him  of al  his  finnesy  this 
done; he  was  led  forth  to  execu- 
^ tion  *,  the  poore  foule  vpon  his 
way  euer  callingvpon  theBlef- 
fed  Virgin  his  Patroneflfe  to  aifift 
him  at  that  time  of  neede;On  the 
way  it  was  his  chance  to  pafle  by 
a litle  Chappel , where  was  ere- 
cted a datue  of  bur  B.  Lady, which 
he  beholding  vehemently  cried 
out  fighing  in  mod  dolorous  ma- 
tier:0  thou.bope  of  dinners  help 
ine;  the  Image  at  this  aduanc’t  a 
C 1 litle 
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litlej  and  in  fight  of  al  the  people 
fauoijrably  beckened  vntp  him 
with  the  headi  which  he  percei- 
uing  befpught  the  Magiftrate  he 
might  be  futfred  to  approach  vnta 
it,  and  kifie  its  feete  in  thankful- 
nes  for  fo  great  a fauour  *,  which 
being  graunted  him  behold  iuft 
as  he  bowed  downe  to  kiffe  its 
x feete, the  Image  laid  hold  of  him, 
and  held  his  arme  fo  faft  as  al  the 
force  the  Officers  yfed  could  not 
take  him  thence,  the  people  be- 
holding fo  great  a miracle , pre- 
sently al  cried  out, a pardon,* 
pardon,&  deliuered  him  whether 
the  Magiftrate  would  or  noj  ia 
prefence  of  whom  he  made  the 
ful  relation  of  al  his  paffed  life, 
prayfing  and  glorifying  God  in 
his  B.  Mother  for  it , whence  re- 
turned  into  his  Countrey,  he  be- 
came' 
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-came  fo  reformed  a man , as  he 
became  as  remarkable  afterwards 
forgoodnes  and  vertue,  as  he  had 
been  before  for  vice  and  wicked- 
nes. 

From  this  Hiftory  we  may  vn- 
derftand,  that  the  Mother  of  God 
is  neuer  wanting  to  her  feruantk 
in  their  neceflities,  that  fhe  is  our 
refuge,our  fafegafird»  ourcomfort*  ’ 
if  remedy  ofal  our  paines,  greefs 
and  affli&ions-,  for  which  reafon, 
S.  German  Patriarch  of  Gonftan- 
tinobie  vfes  thefe  words  fpeaking 
vnto  her  : There  is  none  faued 
without  you  (Ihyes  he)  OBleflfed 
Virgin  , none  deliuered  from 
their  greevueesbut  by  you,  none 
but  by  your  mediation  receaues 
any  guilt  from  God , none  but  at 
your  fuite  obtaynes  forgiuenes  of 
their  finnes  j O V irgih  worthy  of 
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al  glory  and  praife  , who  next 
to  your  Tonne  takes  Tuch  an  efpe- 
cial care  of  humane  kind, as  you; 
who  defends  them  more  affe&io- 
natly  then  you  ? who  fuccours 
them  more  readily  then  you, 
when  they  are  aflalted  by  tempta- 
tions? who  extenuats  their  faults 
.with  greater  cftaritie  ? excufes 
them  to  God , and  exempts  them 
'from  punishment  due  to  their  of- 
fences. 

Wherefore  ( in  continuation 
of  his  difeourfe ) fayes  this  holy 
Patriarch  v Let  the  afflided  haue 
recourfe  to  you , let  thofe  who  are 
ioft  vpon  the  Sea  of  this  world’s 
mifery  in  danger  to  he  wrack’t, 
looke  towards  you  as  to  theft: 
Pole-ftarr. , that  shal  Tafely  dire# 
youto.^heir  Port.  Thus  this  pious 
Saint*  ,By  which ^and  that  which 
■:  l O hath 
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hath  been  fay dfeefore  j-this  third 
Priuiledge  is  enough  illuftrated 
Which  the  deuout  feruants  of* the  v 
B.  V irgin  hauer  Let  vspaffe  vntd 
thefoflrth. 
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'Of 

gin , Which  is  to  have  hch^ 
in  Heaven  for  their  ajpt-^ 
- . ited  Advocated  ! c>i ' * 

: > V . : i - . . c J’U'jO  i ■ 1 • * 

; E r st  A i NX  Y ic.fo 
>a  great  comfort  for 
* poore  Widowes'.and 
Orphans , arid  iXuch 
’ af&&ed(foulesi  wheh 
their  iaufines  lies;  at!  Gburtndn 
vhich  depends  thftfafety^dftheir 
C 4 Hues 
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liues  or  cftates  ■>  to  be  a(Ture<l  of 
the  fauour  of  fome  great  one  who 
hath  the  Princes  eare»but  if  the 
Queene  her  felfe  should  take 
their  affayrefo  to  hart  8 as  to  em- 
ploy her  whole  authority  therein, 
on  vnfpeakeable  comfort  would 
it  be  to  the^Now  how  much  more 
caufe  of  Comfof t haue  we  poore 
•defpicable  creatures , Knowing 
We  haue  Inheauenfor  Aduocate 
to  Aim;  God  the  Queene  of  Hea- 
Uen  her  felfe,  who  defends  our 
caufes  , vndertakes  our  prute- 
&ions  , procures  faithfully  our 
faluations , and  omits  no  diligecc 
in  fine  to  render  our  foueraine 
Judge  propitious  vnto  vs.  O af- 
fixed hope  , miferable  finners 
haue  in  fuch  an  Aduocate  with 
■ Aim  : God,  lb  as>  the  Church 
itilcs  her  in  her  Antiphon : Eia 

( 
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ergoaduecata  tttftta  &e.  who  ha- 
uing  in  her  hands  the  mannage  of 
our  affayres,  ve  cannot  but  she 
' wil expedite  alto  our  aduantage, 
which  made  the  elegant  Caffiaii 
Say ; A1  the  helpe  of  human-Kind 
Coniifts  in  the  multitud  of  the 
fauours  and  graces  of  the  BleiTed 
Mary.  . ** 

The  holy  Church  to  Our  no 
final  coforts  withfuffrage  of  the 
common  opinion  of  Saints,  attri- 
buts  to  the  B.Virgin  certaine  E* 
pithets  of  honour  in  expreffion  of 
the  good  offices  she  doth  vs  , cal- 
Jig  her  Mother  of  finners,Mother> 
of  mercy,  the  Vniuerfirl  hope  and 
refuge  of  al,  Aduocatrix  of  mor- 
tals, as  alio  Redemptrix, Pacifier, 
and  Mediatrix  betwixt  God  and 
man.  Nor  needs  there  any  other 
ptoofe  then  experience  it  felfe, 

‘ Q v bow 
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how  much  al  forts  and  condition* 
ofC  hr i Ilians  are  deuoted  to  herj. 
thePilgrims  cal  her  their  Mother,, 
the  Pupils  their  Tutrix  , the  lick 
their  phifician  , the  lea-faring 
inea  their  hauen , the  Culpable, 
their  Aduocate , the  Trauayler* 
their  Guide,  the  Captaines  their 
deliuerer  ,the  forfaketheir  refuge* 
the  defpefatS’ theft-  Hope , the  af- 
fti&ed  their  Comfort, the  opptef- 
fed  their  Releife  y In  fine , althet 
World  acknowledges  her, and  cal*, 
her  the  only  Refuge  of  the  mife- 
rahly  ? and  the  aime  to.  which  al- 
Cjhrillian  people  commonly  di*. 

their  vowes  and  ardenteft* 
defiresyk  no  wi  ng  for  certai  ne  she 
can  doalshe  wiJ,andshewil  doe 
nothing  but  what  may  be^  belt 
for  vs,  . 

For  which  reafoa  al  forts  haue 

lecourfe 
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cecdurfe  to  her  as  to  their  eheife 
treasure  in  Heaueii'  vthe  fourcd 
whence  al  their  graces  fpring,  & 
the  gate:  at  which  they  newer 
knock  in  vayne  \ In  formith  as 
from,  the  middeft  of  the  vafteft 
wildernes , from  the  bottome  of 
the  deepeft  fea , from  the  iaWes  of 
death  , feru’d  vpon  the  earth  bed 
$hlt  j,to  bedeooured,  from  exe- 
cjjtion  and  the  very  ftrokteoff 
the  hangmans,  hands  , she  hath 
deliuered  aithofe  whobauedueJy 
inwaked  her  , and  tpiracuLoufly 
feed fhemfronxthe  dangers  they 
Veraiti  v fo  fube  j-aod  gratious ' a 
freindshe  isacjneed  cp  the  affli* 
died . and  diftreft.  ' * >. 

\ Soe  fheincdfantly  makes  foitd 
andirdlancefor  vs  kat^thac  great 
Tribunal^  where  Iher  B.  fobne  , 
pr  elides  as  foueraine  Iudgefor  it 
. (as 
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{ as  S.  Bernard  fayes  ) thefe  three 
requifit  parts  of  a good  Aduocate 
Fir  It , a great  repute  in  the  Court 
shv  pleades  in  *,  and  the  fauour  of 
the  Prince  or  lodge’ » next  the 
fufficiencie  to  plead  y and  laftly* 
fuch  anaffe&ion  to  the  caufe  she 
undertakes , to  goe  through,  with 
itwhatcreitcoih 
Now  to  declare  vnto  the  fill, 
the  B.  Virgins  authority  with 
her  fonne , not  Only  exceeds  my 
capacitie  *,  but  the  capacities  of  at 
men  and  Angels*  Wherefore  let 
it  iuffifeto  lay  ( lead  in  offering; 
at  more  we  fhould  incmr  but  the 
•repute  of  prefumption  ) that  die 
is  Mother  of  God'*  fromwhence 
*hy  Confequence  we  may  gather 
that  she  is.  of  unlimited  power 
With  him  , and  that  the  lieaft  inti- 
mationnf  her  define  catryes  with 
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it  ( as  I may  faye ) the  force  of  a 
Command.  And  fo  the  holye 
Church  defires  no  more  of  her 
but  , Menftra  teeffe  matrem  i shew 
thy  felfe  a Mother  > And  in  ano- 
ther prayer  xre  faye  ; Grant  he 
may  eare  our  prayers  , who  Was 
home  for  vs, and  daigned  to  be 
•hinc.  So  in  our  ordinary  litanies 
VC  fappllcats  her  thrice  to  inter- 
cede for  vs,  as  one  who  hath  more 
power  and  authority  >.  with  the 
Blefled Trinity,  then  al  the  other 
iaints.  S.  Gregoryof  Ni coined ia 
in  his  Sermons  to  her  prayfe* 
caisher  Omnipotent  in  her  aduo- 
cation*  And  S.  Peter  Damian  ad- 
dr  eflujg  his  fpcech  to  her  j ltma- 
nifeftly  appeares  ( fayes  he ) O 
£.  Lady  'y  Qmed  Demin  m fecit  tibi 
; hov  great  things  God 
bath-done  for  you  in  giuingyoi* 

aft 
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al  Pqwer  in.  this  World  and  the- 
next , euen  to  be  able  to  afford 
the,  moil  defperat  a ful  afltU 
ranee  of  their  faiuation;  for  the 
Omnipotent /taking  flesh  of 
you,how.can  you.  be*  lefle  theii 
omnipotent  with  hint'  i and  iti 
continuation  of;,  his.  difeourfe 
he  fayes  5 you  approch-j  O 
Powerful  Lady  ,.to  the  Altar  of 
our  humane  reconciliation-,-  not 
in  fuppliant  wife  as  do.  the  'other 
Saints  , but  with  the  authority 
of- a Mother  to;  a fpnfte,  which, 
is  hut  to  aske  and* hauc~  - -f  - * 1 - 
. Touching- the  feeond  Condn 
tion  of  her  Capacity  of  the 
charge . in  rightly  vnderftan- 
ding.our  neceflityes  j befides  that 
she  is  {tiled  the  Mother  of  mer*. 
«y  and  our  Aduocat both  ,, 

whiett. 
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which  fiijtjpofe  her  abilities  foil 
it } this  example  may.  fulfice  out 
of  the  Chronicles  of  the  Friers 
* Preachers  , whofe  Q.tder  ia  * 
ipecial  manner  is  denoted  vnto 
her.. 

. In.the  Citty  of  Marcels  there 
Ws  a deuout  Virgin  endow’d 
with  al  Saintly  vettues  : who  on- 
acertaine  day-  being  preferit  at 
Compline  in  the  Church  of  the* 
- Dominicans  , while  they  were 
finging  the  accuftomed  Anti- 
phon,. Regina y was  rauish- 

ed  in  extafy  , during  which 
she  iawe  fower  things  of  lin- 
gular remar ke  -.The  firft that 
when  they  pronounced  thefe 
Wordes  : Spes  nofir  a falne\  hayle- 
©ur  hope  j the  Bieffed  Vir- 
gin with,  a,  gratious  Coun- 
- . . tenance^ 
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tenance  returned  them  their1 
filiation  .-  The  fecond,  that  at 
thefe  word » Eia  ergo  aduecata  no - 
fira-.O  therfore  thou  our  Aduoca- 
te  with  a lowly  inclination  to  her 
B.Sonne  she  feemed  to  intercede 
for  them:  The  third,  that  at  thefe 
Wordcs : I Bos  tuos  mifericordes  oat- 
hs ad  nos  Conner  te  i Behold  Vs  with 
thofe  merciful  eyes  of  thine':  she 
call  vpon  them  a moft  deare  and 
fweet  regard  .*  And  the  fourth 
thefe  words  ; Et  JefumbenediHum 
fruttum  ventristni  nobis  f oft  hoc  exf- 
li*m  oftendc : and  shew  vs  herea- 
fter Iefus  the  bleffed  fruit  of 
yourwombe : she  by  turnes  pre- 
rented  him  there  prefent  in  her  / 
armes  to  al  the  Religious  ; This 
vifion,returning  from  her  extafy, 
fhc  declared  to  herConfeffor  , a 
nun  both  holy  ,.learned,and  dif- 

creet. 
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Greet , with  great  feeling  of  de- 
uotion  and  temdernes.  Which 
example  may  moue  vs , often  to 
haue  recourse  vnto  this  our  hea- 
uenly  Aduocate/upplicating  hcf 
by  this  deuout  Antiphon  of  hers, 
in  which  she  feernes  to  take  foe 
much  delight  and  complacence. 

The  third  Condition  ,requifit 
in  a good  Aduocate , is  faithfully 
to  acquit  them  of  their  charge;  & 
it  is  impoflible  for  vs  to  compre- 
hend, now  faithfully  and  care- 
fu.ly  the  Mother  of  God  nego- 
tiats  for  vs  our  affaires  in  heauen* 
or  to  conceaue  the  admirable  ef- 
fects thereof.  So  as  thee  hath  at 
thcfe  requifite  parts  of  a good 
Aduocate.  Mary  wSts  not  power 
i fayes  the  deuout  S.  Bernard) 
nor  right  addrefle  to  obtaine 
what  fhee  Petitions  for,  for  fhe 

is 
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is  the  Mother  ofWifdome*  nor 
the  will  to  employ  her  felf  to  the 
vttermoft  in  our  affaires , for  fhe 
is  the  Mother  of  metey.To  which 
Jaft  , in  being  our  Aduocat,  fhe  is 
( in  manner  ) bound  \ For  fo  the 
Iurifts  hold  they  are  bound, faith- 
fully to  negotiat  the  caufe  they 
v ndertake.  B$fi4cs  being  lb  good 
as  fhe  is,&  fp^e&i,onat  towards 
vs,  how  is  it  pofsibje  fheefhould 
npt  take  to  hart. an  affaire  of  fuch 
confequence  as  is  that  of  our  fal- 
uation  > and]  stbp.ue*  al,  being;  our 
Mother  too,  gs  welashis.,' to  w~ 
hom  fheintercedsfor  ys : aftrSge 
circumliance  that  fhe  should  be 
both  Mothefof  the  King^and  fui- 
ter,  pff  the  Judge  and  Criminal, of 
G od  and  Man  *,  which  nsuft  needs 
render  her  much  concern’d  in  the 
affaire  to  make  an  attonemedt  be> 

twixt 
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twixt  .Gold  and  vs;  and  ( as  S. Ber- 
nard, (ayes)  be  euen  impatient  til 
she  haue/ performed  it.  In  being 
pur  Aduocat  then  we  rauft  fup- 
pofe  her  inceflantly  pacifying  her 
fonns  anger  towards  vs  , and  me- 
diating . a reconcilement  for  al 
Jthofe  , who"  bane  recourfe  vnto 
her  and  implore  her  afsiftance* 
which  may  be  clearly  . perceaued 
from  this  following  Example  re- 
corded by  John  Grithi  of  the  Or- 
der of  the  M merits; 

• • There  w*s(fayes  he)  a fouldier, 
a;  man  of  mdlbwidced  life , and 
yiolater  of  al  things  facred  and 
prophane:  whofe  wife  not  With- 
ftandingX  a holy  ankhpious  Wo- 
man) had  obtamd^ofhhrt  ,byfo- 
lemne  vowe  to  faftinhohour  of 
the  B.  Virgin  euery  Saturday,  Sc 
faye  an  *4ucMary  as  ofte  as  he 

beheld 
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beheld  her  picture-  which  he  did, 
nor  euer  omitted  to  doe.One  day, 
( more  to  a voyd  the  vehement 
heat  abrode4  then  for  any  heate 
of  deuotion  he  had  within  ) he 
entred  the  Church:  where  behol- 
ding an  Image  of  the  B.  Virgin, 
he  began  to  doe  as  he  was  accufto- 
med.  When  behold  , he  had  an 
apparition  of  our  B.Lady  on  the 
Altar  holding  in  her  arnles  her 
B.  fonne  al  cowered  ouer  with 
bounds  and  the-  abundance  of 
bloud  that  iffued  out  of  them: 
Moued  topitty  at  the  fight  of  Co 
pittiful  a fpe&ade  »the  Souldier 
(diuineiy  infpired ) drewnee- 
rer,  and  had  the  boldnes  to  aslce 
our  B.  Lady  who  had  fo  wounded 
herB.  fonne  ? Thou , and  fuche 
finners  as  thy  felfe  , ( replyed 
she  with  an  angry  countenance) 
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who  exercife  more  cruelty  on 
him  with  y.our  daylye  crimes, 
then  euer  the  barbarous  Iewes. 
who  crucified  him.  Thefe  words, 
ft  ruck  the  Soldyer  into  To  liuely 
repentance  for  his  finnes  ,.as  he 
reply ed  with  a forrowful  hart  & 
weeping  eyes : O B.  Ladye  , it  is 
true  indeed,.!  haue  been  as  great 
a tinner  as  you  aifirme  y yet  do 
but  obtaine  for  me  of  your  B. 
fonne  a ful  pardon  and  remifsion 
of  what  i$.paft,and  I heer  vow 
vnto  you  to  be  as  obfequious he- 
reafter to  him,  as  1 haue  been  re- 
bellious heretofore, 

No/aydthe  B.  Virgin, I am  ro- 
folued  to  heare  you  no  more, nor 
be  any  irforedeceiued  by  you*,  for 
whiift  you  (inner*  cal  me  the  Mo- 
ther of  mercy,  you  make  me  w ith 
your  finnes  the  Mother  of  al  greef 

and 
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and  affli&ion : Oh  B.  Lady  < iayd 
he)be  not  To  inexorable  I befeech 
you  to  my  prayers, but  remember 
you  are  theiAduocat  of  linners, 
and  haue.  ( in  a manner. ) contrac- 
ted by  it , an  obligation  to  inter- 
cede for  them  9 and  confequently 
for  me  the moft  greeuous:of  them 
alj  and  moil  needing  your  inter* 
ceflion  : Heef  the.  B.  Virgin  mo- 
wed to' pi  tty  with  his  words,  call:  a 
pittiful  eye  towards  her. fonne  8c 
iayd  .’  Pardon  then  I befeech  you, 

P my  fonne,  this  poore  fin  ner 
who  fo  humbly  petitions  youjnoi 
fayd  the  facred  Infant , his  offen- 
ces are  too  great  tobeforgiuenj 
but  she  perilling.  llil  to  coniure 
him  by  al  the  charmes  she  thought 
moll  powerful  to  moue  him  ^ at 
laft  feeing,  his  anger  fo  refolutly 
bent  nothing  would  moue  it , she 

arofe  • 
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arofe  and  placing  himonthe  Al- 
tar went  downe  ready  tocaft  her 
felfe  vpon  her  knees  beforie  him; 
which  when  her  B.Sonne  beheld, 
fufpe&ing  her  intention  , he  ask’t 
her  what  she  meant  to  doe?  why, 
faye  she  , to  caft  my  felfe  heer 
proftrate  at  your  feete,  and  rteuer 
rife  til  you  haue  granted  me  my 
petitiony  O motbfer,  fay  the  teder 
Infant , you  know  the* force  your 
wil  hath  with  mine  ; For  your 
fake, il  pardo  this  wicked  wretche 
and  in  lie.u  dffatifa&ion  admit 
him,  td  kiffe  i iny  wounde1 ; en- 
couraged althisby  the  B.  Virgin, 
the  loldier.  drew  ne'ere,  and  whil- 
eft  with  incredible  Cohfolation, 
Ire  k i ft'  wound  after  wound  be- 
hold,vnder  the  touch  of  His  mouth 
they. -a!  heald  vpp.nl  he  B.  Infant 
thus  j recQuering  , the  vifion  va- 
nished 
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nished  , when  the  foldier  pre- 
fently  ha  ing  home  s diftributcd 
alihis  goods  vnto  the  poore,  andr 
then  by  common  confent , he  and 
bis  wife  feparated , and  entced 
into  Religion.  O happy  foules 
the  while  , and  happy  Conuer- 
fion  which  I would  to  Godal  fin- 
ners  would  imitate.  To  conclude 
then , fince  we  hauefo  powerful 
an  Aduocate  in  heauen  of  the  B. 
Virgin  j let  vs  make  no  delay  but 
prefer r our  Replications  to  her, 
expofe  our  necefsityes , and  peti- 
tion her  for  a redreflfe  of  them; 
the  meane  while,  more  to  inte- 
reft  her  in  our  affaires , let  vs  be 
aifiduous  in. honouring  her , and 
ingenious  in  finding  out  the  way. 
to  do  it  beft  , omitting  neither 
day  nor  night  to  falute  her  with 
humble  ceucrencc  , alwayes  re- 

mcmbring 
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membring  that  a litle  of  ferqo* 
fous  deuotion  is  better  then  a 
great  deale  negligently  perfor- 
med. 


THE  V.PRIVILEDGE. 

HoW  the  Mother  of  God.  fa- 
ues  her  deuout  Jeru;antsy 
and  renders  them  Worthy 
of  eternal  life. 

He  glorious  Queen 
of  Heauen  is  not  con- 
tented yet , to  che- 
rifh  her  feruants  af- 
ter a deare  manner, 
to  enoble  them  with  fingul  ar  pre- 
rogatives,t®  fuccour  them  intheir 
X)  necef- 
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nee  e flit  ies,and  efpoufe  the  care  of 
their  affaires*,  but  with  al  lhede- 
lluers  them  with  her  prayers  from 
merited  punifhment , and  direds 
them  vnto  heauen  *,  which  foue- 
raigne  fauours  ought  to  oblige  vs 
perpetually  to  lerue  her,  especial- 
ly this  Jalt  which  I elfeeme  the 
prmeipal’ft  of  al,and  worthiest  of 
greateft  admiration  , in  that  ac- 
cording to  the  common  opinion 
of  Dottpurs,  *tis  in  a manner  im- 
poflible , that  any  one  f hould  be 
damned  who  Hues  & dies  deuote 
vnto  her, be  they  neuer  fofarre 
gone  in  wickednes,but  they  r eco- 
at  laft,  and  through  the  mercy 
of  God  (as  we  haue  a daily  expe- 
rience ) make  a,  happy  end.  Now 
if  any  obied , that  this  cannot  be 
Without  a praeuious  difp.ofe.  of 
Grace  and  a Sufficient  forrow  foc 

their 
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their  finnesj  I anlweer,  it  is  true, 
but  this  the  inceffant  prayers  of 
the  B.  Virgin  obtaineth  for  them 
too,whofe  power  is  fo  gteit  with 
her  B.  Sonne,  as  by  vertue  of 
that  , Che  obtaioes  for  than' a 
perfect  Co(iatrition=,ian<i  entire 
remiifton  of  their  finis;  Andthb, 
the  deuobt  S.  AniWofe  in  rthefe 
words  aflirmes •«  O B.  Mary,  layes 
he , you  embrace  with  a mater- 
nal affection  the  poore  finner  de£ 
piled  by  al  the  \Vorld,  'and  newer 
for  fake  him  til  God  pacified  by 
your,  prayers  hath  receaued  him 
vnto  Grace, 

Let  vs  Confirme  this  verily 
by  the  example  of  a common 
Curtezen  conuerted  by  the  inter- 
ceflion  of  our  B.  Lady.  Wereade 
in  the  great  Marial,of  alewd  wo- 
man wholly  abandoned  to  vice 
D z and 
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and  licentioufnes ; who  not  with 
Handing  neuer  omitted  dayly  fear 
uen  times  to  bow  doWne  in  reue- 
rence  of  the  B.  Virgin , and  to 
fay  an  *Aue  Maria  in  honour  of 
her ; Now  among  ft  her  frequent 
proftitutions-,'  it  happened  one 
of  principal  quality  haunted  her 
company;,  whole  wife  being  a 
vertuous  Lady  and  one  Angularly 
denoted  to  the  Queene  of  Hea- 
4ien,did  beare  her  hufbands  il 
demeanour  fo  impatiently, as  one 
dky  proftrating  her  felfe  before 
an  Image  of  the  B.  Virgin  she 
fayd  : O moft  foueraine  Lady, 
niirrour  of  ai  purity  , how  can 
. yo\i  fuffer  this  ,to  fee  onefo  sha- 
mefully abufed,and  an  impudent 
woman  thus  glory  in  my  iniury? 
I befeech  you  punish  her  fo  ex- 
emplarly,  that  she  may  be  a ter- 
rible 
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r-ible  warning  hereafter  for  al 
the  reft ; Grant  this  requeft  O fo- 
ueraine  Lady , if  not  vntothede- 
feruing  of  my  prayers,  and  heato 
of  my  feruices^Yetatleaft  to  tha 
pitty  of  my  Caufe , and  the  into- 
lerables  of  my  iniurye.  When 
behold  a wonder,  the  Image  thus 
anfwered  her  j deare  feruant , it 
is  impoflible  for  me  to  fatisfie 
your  defire,  I know  your  wrongs 
and  the  iuft  caufe  youhaue  to  be 
offended  at  thetrwhut  know  whit- 
al , she  is  fo  deuout_to  me , in 
midft  of  al  her-  wickednes,  as  I 
cannot  proceed  againft  her  as  you 
defire  j only  this  I wil  doe  , for 
your  comfort  , ;I  wil  petition  my 
' Soigne  for  her , that  he  would 
turne  her  hart , and'  that,  she  may 
turne  vrito  amendment  •,  which 
was  done  , for  within  few  dayes 
D j after 
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after  there  happened  a miracu- 
lous Change  in  both  the  Adula 
terers , both  he  and  she  refor- 
ming of  their  liues , and  liuing 
chaftly  & exemplarly  euer  after. 
And  is  not  this  a rare  priuiledge 
then  , of  thofe  deuoted  to  the 
Queerte  of  Heaucn,that  let  them 
be  fteuer  fo  deeply  plunged  iii 
the  abyfle  of  fins  , yet  she  can 
deliuer  them  thence  ? I cal  it  a 
priui  ledge,  fince  for  their  parti- 
cular deuotion  to  the  Queene  of 
Heaueti  they  are  particularly  ex^ 
empted  from  the  law  of  other 
£nners> 

This  affe&ionat  deuotion befi- 
des  totheB,  Virgin  is  a probable 
and  experimented  figne  of  pre- 
deftination,  I fay  only  a probable 
one , becaufe  *tis  true  , none  kno- 
Wes  whether  they  be  worthy  of 
• ioue 
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Joue  or  hate, and  an  Infallible  one 
in  this  life  there  is  none. 

With  what  contented  harts 
then  should  we  liue  , did  we  but 
exercife  our  fellies  , in  good 
works  and  frequent  a&«  of  deuo- 
tion  towards  the  B.  Virgin  ? and 
what  hope  of  eternal  felicity 
should  our  minds  be  ray  fed  vnto 
free,  from  al  thbfe  doubts-  and, 
feares  of  their  faluation , which 
thofe  who  walke  not  in  the  way 
of  God  and  the  feruice  of  his  B* 

. -Mather;  }domeet  withal  fo  often? 
:And  from,  hence  proceeded  the 
djrme  Confidence  of  Saints, 
pounded  on  theknowledge  they 
•had  of  the  excefliue  liberality  Sc 
promifes  of  Aim  $ God  ,to  Con'- 
queras  it  were  the  Kingdome  of 
hqauen  by  the  force  of  Chrilts 
aierits  and  their  owne  coopera- 
D 4 tions, 


Digitized  by  Google 


So  . sA  Method  to  lout 
•tions,  by  which  they  were  fo  en- 
couraged in  the  midft  of  their 
moft  greeuous  fufferances,as  no- 
thing could  daunt  or  difcourage 
them. 

S.Bernard  in  his  fermons  on 
Septuagefima  fayd,  that  although 
*tis  true  no  man  knowes  for  cer- 
taine  whether  he  be  in  the  grace 
©f  God  or  ho,  fince  in  this  life  no 
;man  hathaninfallible  knowledge 
of  his  faluationj.Y et  ( fay  es  he, ) 
f and  ’tis  a faying  of  vnfpeakable 
comfort  thole  who  are  perfeue- 
rant  in  good  ) we  are  not  to  be 
difanimated  , nor  giue  ouer  the 
working  of  our  faluation  with  an 
anxious  feare , fince  we  haue  for 
our  comfort  a hope  of  it  arifing 
from  fo  many  euident  fignes  of 
it , as  it  feldome  or  neuer  decei- 
ves our  truft.  Heare  himfelf : le’ts 

neuer 
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n euer  trouble  ouriclues{  fay  s he^ 
with  any  Inch  doiibt  as  this , for 
we  haue  fuch  certaine  markes  & 
manifeft  arguments  of  our  falua- 
tion,  as  in  thofe  who  haue  them, 
there  is  no  doubt  at  al. 

The  Example  of  S.  Hilariori 
comes  wel  to  the  Confirmation 
of  this;  drawing  towards  his  end, 
and  being  affrighted  with  the  ap- 
prehenfionsof  death  in  this  man- 
ner encouraged  himfelf ; Go  out 
iriy  foule , faid  ho , What  feareffc 
thou**  ’tis  feauenty  yeares  fince 
thou  begon’ftto  ferue  thy  God, 
and  now  art  afeard  of  death?  Be- 
hold what  an  alfurance  and  firme 
hope  of  faluationa  vertuous  life 
can  giue  tothe  feruants  of  God, 
and  how  cleere  and  euident  the 
marfces  are  bf  eternal  faluation 
to  thofe  who  iiue  vertuoufly.  Let 
J>  v euery 
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•etuery  Chrittian  thenendeauoutr 
to  J iue  J© , and  fee  shal  feele  i at 
hi  mi  el  fe  the  contentment  of  this 
fccurity  vwhich.is  k>  great }as  it: 
exceeds  al . the  other  Content^ 
men  tsve  can  haoe  in  this  mortal' 
life.  WhicfcS.;Francis  welex'pe- 
uienced,  when.hauing  bad  areue— 
lation,  how  he  was  predeftina- 
ted  to  be  faued  , through  excef- 
fine  idy  for  a long  tyme  hecould 
vtter  nothing  elfe , but  BlefTed  i>e 
God  ^blefled  be  God.  And.  if 
thefe  fignes  of  P rede  ft  i nati  on  ar  e 
to  be  feene  in  any  ,in  araoft  par* 
ticular  manner  are-  they,  to  b& 
feenein  thofe  who  aredeuotedto 
the -B.  Virgin  i- which  from  this, 
following  Example  wilbe  made? 
manifeft.. 

S;  Anfelme  inhis  booWe  ofthe* 
aairaclesof  our  Lady,  recount* 

this; 
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til  i s iibryc;,'hoW:  the  Djttei  ( who 
out  of  his  inueterat  hat?  to  maw, 
iedcesal  meanes  polfibleto  naine 
him ) once  putt  himfelfe  in  fer- 
uice  to  a noble  man,hauing  fir  ft 
taken’  on  hkn  a.  humane  shape} 
whofe  humour  lie  knew  fb  Wei  to 
comply  withal,  as  in  short  fpace 
he  had  al  the  care  of  his  family 
committed  to  his  charge  •,  and 
purfuing  the  aduantage  he  had 
ouer  his  wil  and  his  afteiftions,  he 
was  ftill  fuggefting  fome  naif- 
cheife  orother  to  him, now  coun** 
feHng  him  to  wrong  this  man, 
now  to  mdrther  that  ,sfb  as  no 
day  paft  id  which  he  made  him 
not  guilty  of  fome-  notable  wic- 
Icednes  } now  it  haphed  one  dayy 
ihis  > noWemoam  walking,  in  hi# 
woods  r accohapanied;  with:  fofe 
crew  ofiufliahs, encountered  with 


$4  Method  to  tout 
<a  eertaine  holy  Preift^whom  hfc 
violently?  layd  hands  bn  and  car4* 
ayed  priloner  to  his  Caftle  v at 
night  the  Prieft  fignified  to  him 
he  had  a fecret  to  impart  vnto 
him  , in  which  he  was  much  con- 
cern’d, but  it  mull  be  in  prefenoe 
of  al  his  feruants  * the  noble-man 
with  a longing  defire  to  know' 
what  it  was  , alfembled  them  al 
together  except  this  diuel  , who  • , 
retired 'hi  rnfelf,  and.  tooke  for  an 
excufefome  indifpofition  of 
health ; the  Preift  by  diuine  reue* 
Ration.  knowing  the  craft  of  the 
wicked  :eneraie  , told  the  noble* 
man  his  prefence  wasio  neceffa* 
ry  among  the  reft,  as  without  it* 
there  could/  be  nothing  done. 
How  would;  you.  hone  him  come 
a'nfwer’d  the  noble-man  fince 
you  heare  them  fay*  he  . cannot 

Hand 
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jtand  on  itmJegs  he  is  To  ill?  All’s 
, one  foe.  .that , replied  the  Preift 
againe  , fame  meanes  mull  be 
ji  found  out  to  baring  i him.  heeri 
The  noble-man  feeing  him  fore- 
folut  , commaunded  two  of  his 
feruants  notwithftanddnig  al  his 
cxcufes  to  fee  himbrought, which 
was  don,  and  he  came  counterfai- 
ting  the  iickman  vn$o  the  life; 
when  the  holy-naan  before,  them 
al  jConiured  himpf  efently  in  the 
name  of  Aina.  God  to  declare  who 
he  was  > and  to  what  end  he  had 
put  himfelf  in  feruiee  to  that  no- 
ble-man? At  .this. , the  diuel  ca- 
wing toward ; him  fuch  a looke  y 
Was  able- to  maketremble  the  bol- 
deft  there*  anfwered  plainly  he 
was  the  diuel  y.  and  his  end  of  fer- 
wing  hisMaifterwas , to  'procure 
his deHruition wliichhe  had  long 

lince 
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finCeeffe&ed,  had/not  theB.  Vir- 
gin ihterpot’d  hjer  felf  : Sc  where*- 
fbre,r  faydthe  Prieli?  why  only 
for  a certaine  cwftome  this  wic- 
ked wretch  had  ( fayd  he ) dayly 
to  iaJute  her  humbly  on  his  knees 
feauen  times  both  morning  and 
evening,  and  as  oft  reherfe  in  her 
honour  the  Angelical  falutation. 
Which  if  1 could  haue  once  per- 
iwaded  him  to  omit  * as  I endear 
uoredi  often,  I had  prefentty  kil- 
led- him  , and  taken  his  foule  to 
hel  , and  hailing  vttered  this  in 
fbooting  himifelf  like  lightning 
out  of  the  roome  , fa'e  prefemly 
dif-apjbeared  , with  his  hideous 
Foaring  leauing  them  al  in  horri- 
ble affright , of  which  the  holy 
man  taking  his  aduantage,  exhor- 
ted them  al  to  penance  and  bittef 
life,  and  efpecially  the  noble-* 

oaanyi 
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pan,  with* whom  he  prevayled  fb 
much -,r  as  he  wholly  comietted 
him  and  made  him  as  exemplar' 
in  gobdnes  ,,  as  he  had  been  in 
Wickednes.  . i . 

; By  .this  example  we  fee  this 
Priui  ledge  , and  the  exceeding 
value  of  this  interiour  and  eXte- 
riout  reuerence  exhibited  vnto  x 
the  Queene  of  Heauen.  And  if 
this  hapned  vnto  one  fo  wicked 
a man  as  he  , how  much  more 
fpecial  care  wil  fhe  haue  of  al 
thofe  ,,  who  feme  her  in  holines 
and  purity  of  life  ^ with  what  a- 
Deare  tendetaes  wil  fhe  vnder, 
take  the  prote^ibn  of  thofe ?and 
what  a watchful  eye  wil  fhee- 
haue  to  defend  them  from  the  af- 
falts  of  the  Enemy  > 

Let  vs  then  conclude  this  holy, 
and  profitable  exercife  with  out 

4uly 
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duly,  honouring  the  B.  Virgin 
both  with  exterior  and  interior 
reuerence  affered  vpp  with  al  be- 
coming obfequiouihes  > fo  shal 
we  ingratiate  our.  fclues  } with 
OUr.  molt  deare  and  bountious 
Lady  } by  whofe  meanes  we  shal 
obtaine  that  quiet  and  repofe  of 
hart , which  is  to  be  preferred  be- 
fore al  worldly  things. 


The 
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<Thc  Conditions  requifit  in 
aferuant  of  the  B, Virgin 9 
and  firjl  of  Humility. 

. •« 

S thofe  who  are  en-i 
tettain’d  in  feruiee 
of  any  earthly  Prince 
to  obtaine  their:  fa- 
uour^jendeauourto 
appeare  endowed  withal  thofe 
yertuous*  parts  and  qualityes  by 
which  they  are  taken  mo  ft  • f& 
thofe  who  would  be  fauoured  by 
the  Queene , of  Heauen  V.  muft 
whilft  they  feme  ber,endeauoiir 
to  be  qualified  with thofeWertues 
fhe  is  cheifly  delighted  in*,  which 
- „ are 
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are  principally  thpfe  fhe  exer- 
cil’d  her  ictf  in,  vbiitt  fhe  vfos 
conuerfant  in  this  mortal  life, as 
namely  Humility , Corporal  chafli- 
ty  , and  purity  of  hart  , to  which 
We  may  add  our  diligent  frequen- 
ting and  receauing  the  Sacra- 
ments , the  onlymeanes  tpcon- 
ferue  vs  in^internal  purity  and 
to  begin  with  Humility  , which 
is  the  foundation  of  al  other  vex;- 
*ue$;  - ' r ’ : • • ..  ..  J 

<ert&fcb  other  vertub 
moke  ■pWi^icuou  s inh  er  then 
that  of  iidrirHity , though  she  had 
*1  the  reft  M their  higheft  exal- 
tation *,and  this  appeares  by  the 
account  which  she  made  of  it, 
teftifyed  by  thefe  words  of  hers* 
Secaufehe hath  regarded  tbehumP- 
lity  of , bis  handmayed  : therefore  & 
generations  shai  call  me  bleffedi* s 

much 
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much  as  to  fay  *,  that  God  only  in 
regard  of  the  lowlines  of  her  hu- 
mility, had  elected  her  to  that 
high  dignity  , of  being  his  Mo- 
ther. And  if  to  be  humble  of  hart 
f according  to  S.  Dorotheus ) is 
to  account  abie&ly  of  ones  felfe 
and  preferr  al  before  them  , of 
what  excellency  was  this  vertue 
in  the  B.  Virgin , who  from  thofe 
Words  of  her , Becaufe  he  hath  heL 
held  the  humility  of  hit  handmaiden 
we  may  fuppofe  ( asF.  Arias  we! 
pbferucs ) she  had  fo  humble  an 
opinion  of  her  felfe,  as  she  re- 
puted her  felfe  of  al  other  ereatu* 
res  the  mod  contemptible.  j 
This  vertue  then  shining  fd 
refplendantly  in  her, we  may  fup!. 
pofe  to  haue  been  that,  rrioft  tool 
the  dyes  of  her  B.Sorine,  & made 
bimfooneftchofe  her  for  Mother^ 
..  as 
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as  a Tonne  irvthis  world  if  it  lay 
in  his  choice  would  fooneft  majce 
cleft  i5  of  her  for  mother  , whom 
he  fa  we  endued  with  thofe  gra-  i 
ces  and  qualities  whifti  were  moft 
in  account  with  vsc ; and  this  fee-  | 
nies to  be  infer  redxby  thefe  words  * 

of  the  text:  For  he  hath  beheld  * 

the  humility  of  his  handmayd ; j 
and  as  if  she  wouldfayjthefonne  • 

of  his  heauenly  Father  hath  caft 
a fau  our  able  eye  on  the  his  hum- 
ble feruante  , and  thought  me 
Worthy  of  his  loue  i not  becaufe 
lam  nobly  borne,  wife , prudent,  | 
Conucrfant  in  the  feriptures  ,and  - 
i?he  like  i not  for  any  beauty  or 
corporal  perfeftion  ,tfut  only  be- 
caufe; of  my  humility.  For  fo  al- 
though al  her  other  vertues  were 
moft  exceeding  grateful  to  Aim, 

. God,  yet  that  of  her  humil  ity  was 

moft 
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tnoft  of  al  j itbeing  as  it  were  the 
foundation  of  al  the  reft.  In  fo 
much  as  according  to  Lyr'as1  in- 
ter pretatiojit  was  in  her  the  prin- 
cipal difpolition  to  the  concer- 
ning of  the  fonn  of  Gody&  fo  fays 
S.Hierom.God  was  rather  moued 
to.be  incarnat  in  her  womb  by  her1 
humility  then  another  vertud 
elfe,  In  this  vertue  it  was  ( as  Sv 
Mechtild  vnderltood  by  feuela- 
tion)  she  fo  exercifed  her  fclf  and 
laboured  fo  carefully, as  she  attai- 
ned the  height  & perfe&ion  of  it; 
by  this  fhe  Came  to  lo  abfolute  a 
knowledge  of  her  felfjby  this  she 
would  leffen  her  own  proportion 
copared  either  ynto  God  or  nian. 
And  declaiming  wholy  from  her 
owne  defertsy  by  this  she  came  to 
attribute  al.the  fauours  fhe  recei- 
ved to  the  fole  benignity  of  Aim. 

God 
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God  , and  reridred  him  thanks  I 
forthem  accordingly  ; by  this  in 
fine  she  came  neuer  to  vtter  word  j 
in  her  owne  prayfe,  orto-giue  j 
willing  care  to  othersj  praji'esj  j 
neuer  to  take  vain-glory  in  any  j 
thingybut  to  attribut  ai  the  glory  ! 

to  Alta : God,  inceflfantly  taagni^ 
fiyng  and  prailing  him , ^ith  ren-  j 
dring  him  infinity  of  thanks  for  I 
his  great  fauours  towards  her,- and  ,j 
fio  she  begins  her  Canticle  > My 
fdule  doth  magn  ifie  our  Lord^and  my  | 
jfririt  exults  in  God  My  S amour.  And  I 
to  the  model  of  this  excel lebt 
vertue.  of  hers , are  ai  her  deuout 
feruants  to  conforme  their  act  i 5s, 
$nd  exprelfe  the  portraiture  of  it 
in  their  foules  y when  how  grates 
ful  wil  thy  appeare  in  the  eyes  of 
this  glorious  Queene, when  they 
prefent  themfelues  befoffc  her  id 
, this 
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this  riche  equipage.  Certainly 
there  is  none  hath  any  vnderltan- 
dingordil'courle  in  him,  that  wil 
not  humble  himfelfe  vnto  the 
ground  and  thinke  hjmthe  mod 
abie&  of  al  other  things  , who 
fhal  but  confider  how  profoundly 
bumble  the  B.  Virgin  was  eueh 
in  that  exalted  ftate  of  hers  of 
being  Mother  of  God,  more  holy 
then  the  Angels , and  more'  pure 
then  the  very  fun-beames  them* 
fe lues.  And  who  considering  his 
bwne  vilenes  and  extraction  only 
from  a litle  earth  , his  being  fub- 
ie&  t<  > fuch  a world  of  faults  and 
imperfections  , his  becoming 
through  finne  enumetoGod,and 
companion  of  the  diuel  ,wil  not 
in  i mitation  of  the  B.  V irgin  caft 
themfelues  into  the  bottome  of 
humility  , from  the  topp  of  pride 

and 
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and  prefumption , whereon  they 

ftand 

A great  and  iieere  Imitator  of 
this  humility  of  hers  } was  her 
great  feruant  S.  Francis  , who 
was  ambitious  of  nothlgfo  -much 
on  earth  , as  to  be  accounted  the 
moft  abied  of  al  his  brethren  and 
for  his  owne  part  he  efteemed 
himfelfe  no  better  then  a colla- 
tion of  al  the  abhominable  vices 
jn  the  world,  and  one  of  the  moft 
greeuous  finners  as  euer  was; 
which  in  one  fo  great  a Saint  and 
in  whom  fo  many  vertues  were 
affembled,  was  the  more  rare, 
and  worthy  the  greater  wonder 
and  imitation. 

And  although  this  in  general 
might  fuflice  to  affed  vs  to  this 
excellent  verfue , yet  I wil  fett 
you  downe- in  particular  a Me- 
thod 
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tbod  for  the  attayning  it , giuen 
by  B.  Tecelam  a Religious  of  the 
third  Order , to  a certaine  freind 
of  his  : who  demanding  of  him 
by  what  meanes  the  vertue  of 
Humility  was  to  be  acquired , he 
anfwered;  Contemne  thy  felfe,' 
and  al  thou  haft  in  the  worlds 
efteeme  euery  one  more  per fe& 
then  thy  felfe  s and  haae  a flight 
opinion  of  none  » make  great 
efteeme  of  thy  faults,  and  litle  of 
thy  vertues  & perfections:  count 
litle  al  the  good  thou  doft  to 
others,  and  the  harmethou  doft 
for  great , and  thou  shalt  be  in  a 
faire  way  to  Humility.  To  this 
we  may  add  S.  Bonauentures  ad- 
vice for  the  attayning  this  holy 
vertuej  Abafe  thy  felfe  as  lowly 
as  thou  canft  ( fayes  he  ) s Ima- 
ginealmen  thy  betters , and  thy 

E felf 
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ielfe  hardly  worthy  to  be  their? 
ilaue , and  fo  thou  shaft  arriue  to 
a tranquillity  of  mind  ,and  neuer 
bcmolefted  with  offence  or  mo- 
ved to  impatience.  By  which  ex- 
cellent documents  we  may  learn 
to  findout  true  humility  and  the 
wayes  that  lead  vnto , a Iour- 
ney  fo  profitable  for  our  l'oules 
which  pur  B.  Sauionr  perfwads 
vs  to  vndertake  faying  : Learne 
of  me  to  be  medte  and  humble 
of  hart.  And  thofe  feruants  of  the 
B.  Virgin:  who  are  fo  indeed  , ef- 
pecially  women-kind  are  to  shetf* 
it  in  their  exterior  comportments 
as  they  goe  abrdde  in  publique, 
shewing  neither  pride  nor  vanity 
in  their  lookes  nor  apparel , and 
compafing'both  according  to  the 
exad  rules  of  vertue  and  decency 
For  what  an  ynworthy  [thing 
, were 
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were  it  in  them  > to  appeare  in 
the  B.  Virgins,  fight  lefTe  ver- 
tuou fly  adorn’d  or  decently  be* 
haued , things  which  she  in  her 
lhife  fo  much  abhorr’d  as  S.  Epi- 
pnanius  teftifies  of  her  together 
with  diners  others,  that  her  owne 
mbit  waseuet  plains  and  fimple 
without  al  affe<ftation  of  riches 
or  novelty , and  ( which  is  an 
euident  figtie  of  her  owne  purity 
( neuer  fubie&  to  any  fpott  or 
ftayne,  but  ftii  themore  whit  ( as 
it  wer)  for  her  wearing  it.  This 
humility  in  their  habits  then  let 
women  learne-of  her , euen  for 
theloueofourB.  Saiuiour  Chrift 
who  died  naked  on  the  ignomi- 
nious CrolTe  for  vs  , and  let  not 
fuch  vanity  vnworthy  of  aChrir 
ftian  appeare  in  their  habits  and 
exterior  garbe. 

E t Suriu 
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Surius  in  the  life  of  S.  Eliza- 
beth daughter  of  Andreas  King 
of  Hungary  and  wife  of  the  Lant- 
graue  of  Turing , recounts  a fto- 
rie  that  comes  wel  to  purpele 
here.  She  (fays he)  one  day  at- 
tired in  her  Maieftick  robes  in 
al  her  pompe  and  brauery  entred 
the  Church, where  beholding  iuft 
nt  the  entrance  a Crucifix,fhe  fo- 
dainly  made  a (land,  and  in  great 
bitternes  and  compunction  of 
hart, began  in  this  manner  to  en- 
ter into  coinparifon  of  her  felf 
with  it$  Shal , my  Lord  and  Sa- 
uiour  , remaine  al  naked  nayled 
to  this  hard  Crolfe,  & f hal  I mi- 
ferable  (inner  as  I am,  go  at  plea- 
fure  veiled  in  thefe  coltly  robes, 
curioufly  embrodered  with  gold 
and  precious  Hone  ? Shal  my 
fweet  Redeemer  haue  thefe  di- 

uine 
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uihe  hands  of  his  faftned  to  the 
CrofTe  with  cruel  nayles,  & shal 
I weareonmine,  al  the  delica- 
cies that  can  be  gott  ? O nay  Iefus, 
shal  I fee  thee,  the  only  Spoufe 
of  my  hart , haue  thy  head  tranf- 
pearc’t  with  thofe  fharp  thornes; 
& fhal  I with  fuch  magnificence 
wear e a crowne  on  mine?  Alasj 
and  can  I behold  him  abandoned' 
by  al  his  freinds,  and  inhumane- 
ly left  for  a prey to  the  outran 
gious  vfage  of  his  enemies,  and 
fett  vp  as  a marke  for  them  to  ‘ 
fhoote  their  horrible  blafphe- 
naies  at;whilfll  my  fe If  go  with 
fo  great  a trayne , wayted  vpon 
and  honoured  at  euery  turne  ? O 
miferable  , moft  miferable  as  I 
am , is  this  the  loue  I beare  to  my 
Sauiour  Chrift , are  thefe  my  ac- 
knowledgment and  gratitud  for 
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al  his  benefits?  And  in  faying  thi$ 
a fodaine  palenes  , ouercaft  her 
face, and  a greeuous  fainting  caft 
her  in  a trance  : when  returning 
©ut  of  it , f he  firmely  purpofed 
neuer  to  admit  offuperfluity  a- 
gaine  in  any  thing  fhewore,  &• 
de  fatto  euer  after  she  went  fo 
mortified  in  her  apparrel,as  moft 
Commonly  she  had  vrd-r  it  a rug- 
ged hayre  cloth,  and  as  often  a* 
the  Dukes  occasions  abfented. 
him  from  her  v she  would  be  fo 
cou r fly  attired , as  no  poore  wo* 
man  but  went  better  clad. 

And' certainly  it  is  a deplorable- 
thing  euer  with  tear es  of  bloud,. 
to  fee  what  excefle  of  apparel  &. 
voluptuoufnes  raignes  amongft 
Women  now  a dayes,  fo  as  they 
feeme  to  place  at  their  their  feli- 
city (as  it  were)  in  a newfangled 

' fashion? 
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fashion  or  attire.  I would  they 
knew  or  conlidered  how  difplea- 
-fing  it  is  to  Aim  : God,  or  how 
many  ionics  their  vaine  curioli- 
ties  and  foolish  pride  haue  pre- 
cipitated and  call  downe  to  Hel,  - 
and  what  lame  table  harmes  haue 
had  their  origin  from  thence;  for 
they  are  not  only  the  caufe  of 
their  owne  finoes  , but  alfp  o£ 
others  participation  with  them, 
whilH  in  regarding  them  the 
-bay  te  hath  been  but  layd  by  the 
;Enemy  to  draw  thoufands  vn*» 
hel.  Which  perhapps  we  should 
•hardly  Credit,  did  not  the  holy 
Gholi  it  felfe  alfirme  it : Turne 
away'thy  face  ( fayes  he ) from  a 
.woman  Cariolity  Adorned  , for 
many  haue  been  taken  by  tho 
beauty  of  women  , and  become 
reprobate  *,  a horrible  thing  to 
E 4 ima- 
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imagination.  And  how  many 
Religious  men  haue  we  feene 
drawneby  the  attraction  of  beau-  ~ 
ty , firft  to  infinuat  themfelues 
mto  their  familiarity es  vnder  the 
pretence  of  fan&ity  and  fpiritual 
conuerfe  5 and  after  by  degrees  fo 
deeply  engaged  in  their  focieties*  '• 
as  without  hazard  of  their  falua- 
tions  they  haue  neuer  been  able 
to  get  out.  The  whilft  with  a 
deate  eare  they  haue  negleCted  al  . 
the  inspirations  of  heauen,  flatte-» 
themfelues  with  certaine 
pernicious  Maximes  grounded 
vpon  I know  not  what  imagina- 
rie  fhew  of  good  manners  and 
curtefyi  For  what  (will  the>  fay) 
fhould  we  turne  our  backes  to 
them  ? and  what  were  that  but  to 
glue  them  caufe  to  thinke  vs 
Clownes 3 and  iuftly  to  accufe  vs 

of 
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of  difcurtefy  and  inciuility.  But 
happy  is  the  foule  the  whilft  that 
reie&s  thefe  vaine  feares  , in  a 
matter  im  which  their  faluation 
is  fo  much  concern’d,and  pfeferr 
their  foules  immortal  ; good  be- 
fore lal  other  humane  refpeds. 
Let  women  therfore'take  war- 
ning and  leaue  off  in  time  , al  af- 
fedation  and  fuperfluity  in  their 
behauiour  & attire  lead  they  in- 
curr  as  great  or  greater  punifh- 
mentthenfhe  did,whofe  ftory  I 
wil  here  relate,  out  of  the  fecond 
part  of  the  Chronicles  of  the 
Frier-Minors. 

A Religious  man  of  the  Pro- 
tiinceof Sicily,  praying  one  day 
in  the  Glyirch  of  his  Conuent  x 
had  the  apparition  of  a woman  al 
naked  presented  before  his  eyes, 
whom  he  eoniuring  in  the  name 
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of  God,  to  declare  vnto  himwhafr 
she  was,  she  anfwered  with  great 
shame  and  confution  •,  I was  (laid 
she  a woman  of  fashion  and  qua- 
lity in  my  dayes  , and  of  p'len- 
tious  fortune , al  which  I abufed 
fo9  to  his  offence  who  gaue  it  me, 
as  in  al  my  life  1 had  no  other 
thought , than  how  to  adorne  me 
in  moft  curious  manner,  and  fol- 
low ftill  the  fafhiony  of  the  time, , 
till  coming  to  die  it,was  God  A1- 
mightyes  mercy  to  me  ,1  fhould 
repent  me  of  my  linns  , and  with, 
true  Contrition  make  an  entire 
Confeffion  of  them  , by  which 
meanes  I had  them  al  fq|giuen 
me  on  this  cbdition  that  1 should 
for  penance  of  my  former  vanity^ 
olf  at  the,  wahder  in  this  manned 
naked  vp  and  -downe  the  worlds' 
andhauing^fayd  this , she  dif-ap-t 
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peared.  Where  is  to  be  noted, th&t 
although  the  poore  foule  for  its  , 
greater  Confufion  imagined  she 
was  a fpe&ade  to  al,  yet  none 
faw  her  but  thofe  whom  God  Al- 
mightie  pleaf’d  to  reueale  this  his 
fecret  iudgement  vnto,  in  whom 
it  excited  rather  a holy  feare  oif 
the  feuere  punishments  of  Aim* 
God  , then  any:  vnlawful  imagi- 
nation or  defire. 

Let  thofe  then  who  defire  tt>> 
render  themfelues  acceptable  in 
the  eyes  of  the  B.  V irgin  endea- 
uour  with  al  their  might  to  be- 
come humble  both  in  the  exte- 
riour  Jk  exteriour  humility  being, 
the  only  vertue  an  which  God' 
beftowes  his  mod  aboundant  fa- 
vours. God  refiftstheproud(fays 
the  holy  Scripture)  and  giues  his 
grace  to  the  humble,  hnd  the 

mod 
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moft  fure  and  infallible  way  to 
heauen  is  true  Humility.  Humi- 
lity ( fays  S.  Auguftin  ) is  the 
Queene  of  vettues  ,.the  deftruc- 
tion  of  vice,  the  mirrour  of  Vir- 
gins y and  the  throne  of  the  holy 
Trinity.. 

In  fine , humility,  is  that , which 
belt  teaches  vs  both  to  Know  the 
deceipts  of  the  diuel,&  to.auoyd 
them  , being  knowne  •,  as  was  re- 
ueal’d  to  S.  Anthony  , when  be- 
holding one  day  in  vifion  al  the 
world  lett  with  lhares  about  ,he 
cried  out*,  O Lord,  how  is  it  pof- 
fible  for  one  to  .efcape  al  thefe?. 
and  he  was  anfwered  by  a voice 
from  heauen;  by  being  humble, 
Anthony  * for  onely  Humility 
ftoopes  fo  low  ,.’tis  neuer  entan- 
gled by  them.  And  fo  we  reade, 
how  the  diuel  once  appear'd. to 

S-  Maca- 
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S . Macarius  with  a mightie  fcithe 
in  his  hand , threatening  him  as 
if  he  would  haue  mowed  him  off, 
'&  crying  out  agarnft  him',  Q Ma* 
cariusjwhat  a cruel  ftrife  is1  there 
betwixt  vs  two,  and  yet  how  im- 
poflibleit  is  for  me  to  ©uercome 
thee : I do  al  that  thou  doe  ft  and 
■more  ,for  thou  watcheft  fometi-? 
flies  and;  I neuer  fleepej  fomety- 
mes  thou  fafteft  but  I neuet  ease; 
.1  thinke.  as  oble&ly  , and  fett  as 
light  as  by  the  worlds  vanityes 
as  thou;  only  one  thing  there  is 
in  which  thou  furmounteft  me, 
which  is  that  profound  humility* 
of  thine.  We  fee  then  , what  ad- 
mirable for^e  this  ChriftianHu- 
mility  hath  >to’ouerthrow  pride, 
and  triumphe  ©uer  the  ftratagems. 
and  forces  of  the  Enemy  > a force; 
fo  great  ,as.  the  very  mention  of 
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it  is  enough  to  put  al  the  armies 
©f  Hel  to  flight}  which  l wil  con- 
firmeby  an  example  taken  out  of 
the  Frier  Minors  Chronicle , and 
it  is  this. 

- In  the  Conuent  of  Perufla  the 
Prouince , where  5.  Francis  was 
borne,  there  was  a Guardian  of  an 
auftere  life,  endowed  withal  the 
vertues  of  a good  Religious  man} 
pow  it  happened  that  a noble 
ffian  of  the  Countrey  on  Chrift- 
mas-Eue  fentan  exprelfe  meflin-' 
ger  to  delire  him  to  fend  one  of 
his  Religious  the  nextday  to  fay 
Malfefor  him,  and  it  hapned  iuft 
at  the  inftant  that  two  of  hisRe^ 
Jigious  returning  from  a long 
iourney  , weary  with  trauayling 
and  almoft  dead  with  cold  and 
hunger , he  pjmently  commaun- 
«ted  them  to  fatisfie  the  delire  of 

the. 


Digitized  by  Google 


& Jerue  the  $.ZJ,  Jktary*  f fi 
the  Noble-man  v which  they  as- 
prel'ently  vndettake  without  once: 
murmuring,  and  repyning  at  hi*. 

, comaand  or  alleadging  for  their 
pxcufes  their  great  neceffitiesj 
Going  therewith  great  humility 
and  obedience,  behold  they  Werer 
fcarce  halfe  way  on  their  iourney^ 
but  they  were  ouertakenby  night 
and  involuedin  Co  thicke  a darck- 
nes  that  they  could  not  fee  their 
way;  which  incommodity  ioyned- 
to  that  of  their  hunger  and  cold, 
made  their  cafe  the  more  commi- 
ferable^when  feeing  themfelues 
<o  deftitut  of  al  humane  helpe,, 
they  had  their  ordinary  recourfe 
to  the  diuine  helpe  bcfeeching;. 
Almighty  God  ,to  fuccour  theiri 
in  their  fo  great  neceffitie,  and 
in  the  meane  time  going  on,, 
though  whether  right  or  no  they 
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could  inot  tel  *,  at  laft  they  hard. 
- the  ringing  of  a Bell , and  their 
fares  directing  their  fteps,  at  laft 
they  arriued  at  a Monaftery  ( as  it 
feem’dj)  where  hailing  knockt, 
the  gate  vas  prefently  opened, 
and  al  the  Religious  in  flock  came 
to  falute  them  ; from  thence  they 
convey’d  themto  their  chamber,, 
where  theyhad  al  things  prepar’d 
for  their  reft  & refrefhment  with 
great  diligence  i At  laft  the  Reli- 
gious departing  from  them  exac- 
ted of  them,  a promife  to  make 
them  fome  fhort  exhortation  be- 
fore the  next  dayes  Matins.  Wei, 
the  morning  being  come , and  it 
ringing  to  Matins,  the  Religious 
were  al  aflfembled , and.  one  of 
thefe  good  Fathers  an  excellent 
Preacher  began  to  make  them  ant 
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exhortation  taking  for  his  text 
thefe  words  of  the  Prophet  E- 
faias  : A child  is  borne  vnto  vs, 
and  a fonn  is  giuen  vsj  on  which  ' 
he  difcourfed  moil  diuinely  of 
our  Sauiours  humility  indefcen- 
ding  fo  low  to  take  vpon  him  our 
humane  nature  , and  whilft  he 
was  in  the  heat  of  his  exhorta^ 
tion  he  might  perceiue  al  the  R e- 
ligious  one  after  another  flinking 
.away  till  at  laft  there  was  Only 
left  the  Abbot  in  the  Quite.  Whe 
al  amazed  demanding  of  him  the 
reafon  why  his  Monkes  had  left 
him  fo  ? your  felf  are  the  caofe, 
fayd  he , how  is  that  poflible  an- 
fwered  the  good  man  aga-ine  1 
Why  ( fayd  the  Abbot)  you  haue 
difcourf’t  in  fuch  manner  of  I 
know  not  what  humility  of  the 

fonne 
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fonne  of  God , as  they  neither 
would  nor  could  endure  to  heare 
it  pray  I’d  and  extolled  Co  much  : 
for  todilcouer  the  truth  vnto  you, 
We  are  not  ( as  we  feeme  ) Reli- 
gious men  but  diuels , who  in  re- 
ward of  your  prompt  obedience 
to  your  Superiour  haoe  been,  co- 
ilrayn’d  togiue  you  that  afliftancte 
you  hauc  receiued  of  vs  to  night, 
and  hauing,  fayd  this,  both  he  & 
the  Monaftery  and  al  dif-appea- 
red , leauing  the  good  Religious 
men  mightily  aftoriifh’t  at  fb 
wondrous  an  accident  and  in  the 
fame  place  where  they  firft  hard? 
the  Bell,from  whence  they  tooke 
their  journey  towards the  Noble- 
man,al  the  way  thanking  and  glo- 
rifying God  for  bis  great  fauourS 
& benefits  bcftowed  vpon  them. 

Many  other  examples  of  this 
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great  wertue  1 could  recount , and 
efpeciadly  that  of  the  B.  Virgin, 
who  when  the  H igheft  had  choLeii 
frerfor.  his  mother  profeft  her 
felfe  the  lowly  eft  of  his  feruants, 
& in  her  greateft  honors  went  in 
yititation  of  S.Elizabethjand  fer- 
ved  her  for  three  fpace  monethsj 
then  with  what  greater  humi- 
lity can  be  imagined  ? betides 
how  lowly  did  she  matche  her. 
felf,  onely  to  a poore  Artificer}to 
whom  she  continued  dutiful  and 
obedient  euen  to  death , comfor- 
ting her  felfe  alwayes  withthofe 
who  were  moft  poore  and  hum- 
ble ; as  we  may  gather  by  the  ma- 
nage she  was  prefent  at  of  that 
poore  coupleat  Canain  Galilee, 
neither  refuting  her  company  to 
the  moft  greeuous  tinners  fuch  as 
Was  S*  Mary  Magdalen  and  the 
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like  •,  and  al  this  humility  inone^ 
who  was  exalted  to  fa  high  a 
dignity , asto  be  mother  of  Godj, 
and  Queene  of  heauen&r  earthj 
was  fo  much  the  more  admirable 
and  rare , that  she  should  neuer 
boaft  her  of  any  honour  she  had, 
nor  be  the  more  exalted  in  her 
mind  for  being  fo  high  exalted 
indignityvbut  neither  on  this  nor 
any  other  example  for  the  pre- 
fent  wil  I further  enlarge  my 
felfe , not  to  exceed  the  limits  of 
that  bretiity  1 haue  propofed  to 
my  felf. 
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Of  the  fecond  Condition 
Which  the  deuoutferuants 
of  the  % Virgin  ought  to 
haue , Which  is  Chajiity . 

Nd  if'the  fer wants 
of  the  B.  Virgin  be 
fo  grateful  and  acce- 
ptable vnto  her  by 
reafon  of  their  Hu- 
mility s how  great  muft  needs 
her  fauour  be  towards  thofe , who 
add  to  this  vertue  that  of  Chaftity 
too , which  fo  purifies  and  embel- 
Ijfhes  afoule  ? in  how  fingular  re- 
commendation muft  fhe  needs 
haue  them , & how  tenderly  che- 
rifh  them  ?.  Humility  andVirgi- 
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nity  were  fo  equally  in  this  Blef- 
fed  Lady,  as  to  which  to  giue  the 
pre-eminence  we  do  not  lcnowej 
to  happy  was  herVirginy  in  being 
adorned  with  fuch  humility,  that 
admitted  of  ho  vaitie  prefumption 
of  it3and  fo  happy  was  her  humi- 
lity ip  hauing  the  honour  of  fuch 
virginity, whicli  defended  it  from 
al  mifprifion  and  contempt-,  and 
whatclearer  teftimony  can  there 
be  of  this  holy  Virgins  immacu- 
late Chaftity  then  thefe  words  of 
hers  j How  can  this  be  ^feeing  I 
know  not  man?  And  of  her  hu- 
mility on  the  other  fide  , then1 
thofe  which  prefently  follow.Be- 
hold  the  handmayd  of  our  Lordj 
be  it  don  vnto  me  according  to 
thy  word.  O what  a mariage  was 
heere  of  thefe  two  vertues  in  the 
B.  Mayd , where  chaftity  became 
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fo humble*  and humility  fo chait?* 
what  higher  drgnity  coirld  there 
bee  , then  to  be  Mother  of  God, 
and  yet  she  profeft  her  felfe  his 
bumbleft  feruant  , aba-fing  her 
felfe  as  low  as  he  had  exalted 
her , fa  as  S.  Antoninus  had  iuft 
caufetor  (aye,  that  it  was  cheifly 
the  attraction  of  her  humility, 
which  drew  the  Tonne  of  God 
from  heauen  , to  make  in  her 
wombe  another  heauen  on  death. 

A I then , but  cheifly  thofe  of 
her  owne  Tex e,  are  to  imitate  this 
B.  Virgin  in  her.'  Angelical  pu- 
rity , who  is  propofed  a paterne 
and  example  vnto  ah  It  was  she; 
that  firfl:  aduanced  the  ftandard 
of  Virginity  ,vnder  whofe  white 
colours  fo  many  fince  haue 
fought , and  firft  ledd  the  way, 
which  fo  many  Virgine-foules 
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haue  followed  fince  ,of  confccra- 
tkig  theyr  virginities  vnto  God 
by  vowe  ; in  doing  which  { fayes 
S.  Anfelme)  she  fauoured  more 
ofdiuine  then  mortal  : neither 
did  the  name  of  Mother  any  thing 
derogat  from  the  dignity  of  a Vir- 
gin i but  rather-  dignified  it  the 
more, adding  the  fruit  of  a mother 
to  the  flower  of  virginity  inadi- 
uine  & admirable  manner  .Where 
fore  with  good  reafon  she  is  Ai- 
led Virgin  of  Virgins;  who  be- 
gan a paterne  to  al  the  reft  , of 
Confecrating  their  virginityes 
to  God;  a work  fo  grateful  to  him 
and  acceptable. 

O happy  and  thrice  happy  Vir- 
gins ,then who  perpetuate  their 
Virginityes  by  vow  vnto  Aim. 
God,  in  fpight  of  al  refiftance  the 
world  doth  make  *,  feing  befides 

the 
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the  many  prerogatiues  they  haue 
v aboue  thofe  who  are  wedded  to 
men;  they  fenipy  by  it  fuch  aCon- 
folation  of  mind/j  as  furpaflfes  al 
the  Comforts  in  the  world. 

. In  confirmation  of  which  , I 
wil  relate  the  excellent  difcourfe 
of  Nereus  and  Achilles  to  S.  Do- 
mitilla  in  commendation  of  vir- 
ginity when  they  perfuaded  her 
to.  Chriftianity.  Thefe  feing  her 
.curious  in  adoring  her  felf,tooke 
occafion  from  thence  to  difpofe 
Jier  minde:  Madame  ( fayd  they  ) 
if  you  were  but  as  follicitous  to 
adorne  your  foul e with  vertues, 
as  you  are  in  fetting  your  body 
of  *with  thefe,  fuperfluous  orna- 
mets  to  pleafe  your  fpoufeVale- 
rijanjwithoutal  doubt  you  would 
take  the  eies  of  Iefus  Chrift  with 
it  j a farr  more  noble  fpoufe  then 
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he , andjOhewho  would  farr  more 
defense  of  you , with  whom  you  - 
should  Hue  ftil  in  ae  increafe  of 
beauty  : whilft  your  other  would 
only  liOe  vpoh  the  fpoiles  and  the 
decay cs  if  it  j To  whom  she  an- 
fweredj{  yetVnskild  in  ChriftiaA 
perfection  , and  one  that  know 
nothing  but  what  'the  world  and 
fleshdi&atedvnto  her  ) what  can 
be  more  happy  fayd  she,  then  the 
Hate  of  mar isage , which  compri- 
ses in  it  al  that  is  of  honour  and 
felicity?  Alas  , 'Madame,  faid  Ne- 
eeus'againe, ) you  know  no  more 
then  the  vaine  pleafures  which 
vanish  with  this  blait  of  life  ,.and 
-are  ignorant  as  yet  ( it  feemes  ) of 
ebofe  euerlafting  ones  In  the  j 
other  life , and  waighs  the  co  m-  I 
•tnodities  of  manage  ^1  if,  you 
putt  net  its  incommodities  in  the 

other 
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other  ttrale , which  1 would  hauc 
you  carefully  doe,  before  you 
loofe,agood  caaneuer  once  loft 
be  recouered  againe  s And  what 
good  is  that  , iaye  she  ? your  li- 
berty , anfweoed  he , which  with 
the  title  of  Virgin  you  mutt  for- 
goe  , cbaoging  h for  a ieruile 
ettate^and  flauish  oblequioufnes 
vnto  one  whole  Jbumors  you 
know  not  and  which  perharps 
may  be  fuch  , as  out  of  pure  lea- 
Joufy  he  may  inter  did  you  the 
: company  of  your  nearett  freinds, 
and  thofc  whoyou  moihetteeme, 
behauing  hirolelfe  fo  harshly  to- 
wards you , as  no  flaue  but  should 
liue  a more  contented  life  then 
you.  A1  this , halfe  fouling  she 
flsk’t  him^whither  his  general  rule 
hadnoexception-,  for  ( fayd  she) 
I grant  yowlealoufy  is  a vice  but 
F i too 
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too  ordinary  in  men,  which  my 
<•  mothers  fad  experience  renders 
but  too  manifest,  yet  is  it  not  fo 
fatal  to-al  the  kind,  but  there  is 
fome  fo  happy  to  he  exempted 
from  it,  andamongft  thereft,  the 
-excellent  difpbfe  of  my  Aureliaii 
promiles  himto  be  one;  Achilles 
to  this  reply ed  , Madam , ( faid 
. he)  be  notto  confident,  for  thefe 
yong  louers  in  the  heat  of  their 
p our fuite,the  eafier  to  attaincto 
their  defires  ^dilfemble  their  na- 
tural inclinations , and  appeare 
more  nyld  and  gentle  then  they 
areybutthofe  once  attaynd,  off 
goesthe  maske  of  their  dilfimula- 
tion , and  then  you  shal  fee  how 
iealous  they  can  be , how  harsh 
and  crofle  in  their  difpofitions, 
how  injurious  to  you  in  words, 
- and  not  leldone  all©  in  deeds.but 
- : fup- 
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fuppofe  them  of  a more,  temperat; 
humour  and  more  gently,  inclin’d, 
yhatpriuiledge  enioy  they  by  it? 
Ifyouifhai  giue'me  leaue , IwiL 
tel  you  what : To  beare  a.painfuh 
burthen  in  the  wombe  nine  mo- 
nths together, to  waxe  leane  and 
pale  with  it  , to  be , fubie^l  to  a. 
tJhouland  languors  and  dilguifts; 
n»e  while  if  you-  haue  no  Chil- 
dren. Lord  what  difcontentsy 
What  repinning  at  it  ? If  you  haue 
with,  what  danger  ?,  and  how  of- 
ten in  giuing  their  life  do  Mo- 
thers jloofe  their  owne?  what  care 
and  trouble  in  their  education? 
What  feares  leaft  al  their  labours 
should1  be  loft, and  death,  make  h is 
haruell,  pf  what  they  had  fowne 

With  paj,ne?thenwhat  difeonforts* 
do  they  bring  their  parents  with 
their  lewdnes  and  vntowardnes  ; 

■ ■■  ■■  F ? fome 
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iibme  lining  fo  ass  they  wifh  they 
had  neuerben  borne  $ others 
dying  fo,  as  they  wifh-they  had 
better  lived  y foas  both  a liue  ahd 
dead)  they  feemeerily  borne,  for 
their  Parents  affli&ion.  At  this, 
Kerens  crolfing  his  armes  and 
lifting  vpp  his  eyslifce  one  in  ex- 
tflfie  , concluded  thus  : O happy 
then  the  ftate  of  Virginity  which' 
exempts  vs  from  al  thefe  miferies 
and  v niters  the  foule  that  is  hono- 
, red  wi^H  it , to  Aim.  God  O molt 
riche  and  incomparable  treafure,. 
Whole  poffelfion  exceeds  al  ef- 
beeme , and  repaires  al  Ioffe;  and 
O Diuine  loue , and  more  then 
humane  fortitude  , by  which  a 
weake  woman  can  fubdue  the 
Hefh , & witha  generofity  aboue 
the,  weaknes  of  her  fexe  , wage 
warr  with  the  world  , ouercorae 

her: 
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her  appetites,  andvanquifh  the 
forces  both  of  death  and  hel  ifr- 
felf>  for  which  they  fhal  one  day 
enioy  a Crowne  h with  which 
none  in  heaven  fhialbe  honoured 
but  they,  With  thefe  Speeches  oF 
her  deuout  feruantjs  , but  much* 
more  with  thofe  which  heauen 
fpoke  to  he?'  inward  hare  , die , 
Lady  was  fo  mooed  va&  she  pre^ 
fently  confecrated  her  Virginity 
to  God,  for  whofe  loue  vnto  the 
palme  of  Virginity  she  after  ad* 
ded  that  of  Martyr  dome* 

Now  we  are  to  note , there  arc 
three  forts  of  Chaftitys  in  the 
Church , by  either  of  which  the 
B.  Virgins  deuout  feruants  may 
become  grateful  vnto  her.  The 
ftrft  is  Matrimonial  Cbaftity, 
when  man  aryl  wife  loyally  obr 
ferue  their  Cohiugal  faith  to  one 
F 4 ano* 
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another  : The  fecond  is  Vidual 
Chaftity  , when  Widowes  free 
from  the  obferuanceof  man , liue 
afterwards  in  perpetual  continent 
cy,  & this  excels  in  excell€cy  the 
nr  ft  degree , as  S.  Paul  fajes  fpea- 
ting  of  widowes;  Tet  they  are  more 
happy  fo,  fayes  he,  if  you  ml  Credit 
me*.  The  third  is  Virginal  Cha- 
ftity , more  excellent  then  both 
the  other  more  perfect  and  more 
meritorious*,  andthis  is,wheivwe 
coferue  our  felues  in  our  integri- 
ty of  body  & mind  dedicating  our 
virginities  to  Aim.  God,  which, 
oh , how  grateful  how  acceptable 
it  is  to  the  B.Virgin,whopreferrs 
it  before  al  other  oblatios^.  Seing 
then  al  thefe  three  forts  of  Cha- 
ftity are  with  proportion  both 
good  and  ldudable,  and  with  the 
B.  Virgin  of  pretiousefteeme, let 

thofe 
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thofe  thajt  are  Quoted  to  her,  be; 
they  maid,widow»or;wife,endea- 
uour  ia  tb?ir  feveral  degree*,. to. 
prefent  her  .with  this  grateful  of- 
fcring,  to  which  end  they  are  fcp. 
refol  ve  to  fight  rnanfully,  for  the 
Enemies  that  oppugne  it  ,,ire 
,'both.  many  and  powerful , their 
Arts  fnl  Q^afainhushesj  aqd  their 
endeavours  ipcefsat  £qf  the  ouet- 
comingofrYs : fo.  as  Sf.Auguhipe 
confiderjpg  the  difficulty  of  the 
fight,  and  rarepes  of  the  vidiory. 
With  good  reafon  Cxyd  : ^tmpnzfti 
4.1  tfciwarrs ,tke  chri  Qians  had x that 
ofchaftity  tw#  the  moft  sharpe3  and 
freffed  vs  moft  *,  where  the  Combat 
Lifted  alwayesy  and  att  entive  'viQory 
Was  neuer  got  t attayned  4jnto  \ and 
thpfe  that  naturely  ponder  it  find: 
it  true.  For  but  confider  how  few. 
they  are , that  fight  it  manfully 
F V indeed. 
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indeed,  in  compare  with- thofe^ 
who  cowardly  yeild  vnto-  the; 
Tnerfty  ,andwe  may  truely  faye,' 
-the  diuei  games  by  nothing  more 
then  this-, tor  bow  many  of  al  ages- 
and  conditions  , of  either  fexe,.- 
doth. the  Enemy  precipitate  into^ 
this  vice , who  for  the  reft-  ftood: 
firme  enough  ? To  which  purpofe 
S«  Auguftin  hath  afearefulfaying:' 
Excepting  / nfants  ( tales  he ) this 
-only  ftkne1 « the  ecca pen  that ft  far 
~of-the  reft  are  fdued..  Who  at  hea- 
ding of  this*  is  not  aftonishbd  ? &* 
-OOticeiites  not  a>jntty  of  out  mi-' 
referable  eftate  £ fo  fee  how  head-- 
Ibng  arl  runne  vnto  this  v ice.  And* 
as  for  die  feruants  of  the  B.  Vir- 
l gift what  excufe  can  they  pre- 
tend - for  thek  excefles  herein  % 
what  wayes  they,  to  pleafe  her, 
Wthilft  they,  difpleafe  her  heere 
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Do  they  thinke,  that  laying  their 
beads  frequently  wil  do  it  ? or 
their  failing?  on  Saturdayes  and 
the  like  ? Ala? , no , they  doe  but 
deceiue  themfelues,and  the  vfur- 
plg  fuch  an  honourable  title  as  to. 
be  her  feruants , whilft  they  are 
fuch  ? Doth  but  more  encreafe, 
their  damnation,  whilft  they  ay 
bu)Ce  that  name  to  the  dif honour 
©fChaftity  by  which  ought  to  be 
cheefly  honoured, and  while  they 
put  on  the  face  of  wearing  her  li» 
«?ry , but  weare  the  badge  of  her 
Enemy  in  their  harts.  Alas,  how 
many  may  we  imagine  now  in 
hel , who  were  once  denoted  t<* 
the  9,  Virgin  as  wel  as  we , till 
with  a foolifh  prefumption  ,o£ 
their  faluation , they  with  a deafe 
«are  paft  ouer  her  laving  and  di— 
wine  fuggeftions  &fel:  to  which 

if 
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if  wee  defire  to  be  faued  indeed, 
we  muft  lend  an  attentiue  eare  ba- 
nifbing  from  our  harts , al  mo- 
tions of  fenfiaality , and  entertai- 
ning al  chaft  ones  in  their  places 
or  elfe  we  leefe  her  fauour , and 
it  wi-1  be  wo  with-  vs»  ^ 
But  aboue  al  for  conferuation 
of  quf  Chaftity , it  is  neceflary  te^ 
flie  al  oceafions  and  inducements 
to  the  contrary,  for  this  is  fuch  a 
kinde  of  vi&ory  , as  is  beft  gai- 
ned by  flight , and  they  that  f re-» 
quently  expofe  themfelues-  to 
daunger  in  it,  are  ouercome  at 
laft.  W herefore  let-  noneenter  in- 
to an  Ouer-wening  of  thefelues 
or  their  forces  for  any  former  vic- 
tor^ for  they  may  eafily  leefe  in 
a moment  what  they  haue  been 
in  an  age  a getting  , and  flight 
ofcafion  may  rauish  from  them 

that. 
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fhat > whichnmanydifiicultones 
Went  to  the  obtaining  ofyand  Jcfi 
no  humane  or  nice  refpeft , make 
them  be  wanting  heerjCothe  care 
they  ought  to  hane  of  their  cha- 
ftity  i for  many  out  of  pundtiliios 
of  honour  haue  flood  fo :long 
vpon  it  , till  they  haue  falne , and 
inany-  by  daungerous  familiari- 
ties haue  beepdeceiued.  Rather 
let  them  die  carefully  the  afpe& 
and  haunt  of  thofe,  whofe  com- 
panies may  endanger  them , fol- 
lowing the  Counfet  of  our  Sa- 
di our  in  liylfthy  hand  or  feet  Jean* 
dative  the , cut  them  off  y &c.  or  if, 
thine  ey*y  flitch  it  out ; which  coun- 
fel  Tome  Saints  haue  followed  fo 
neer , as  S.  Bridget  in  particular, 
not  onlyaaoided  mherfelf  al  oc- 
ca  (ions  of  finning  in  this  particu- 
lar , but  ta  auoid  it  alfo  in  others,; 

she 
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she  prayed  to  Alm.God,he  would 
eohuert  al  the  vertue  she  had  in* 
to  deformity : Others  there  haye 
beenythat  bue  disfigured  them* 
felues  rather  then  to  giue  caufe 
t».ahy  temptation  5. and  others  ra* 
ther  then  fuffer  the  effe&  of  it, 
baue  willingly  disparted  with; 
their  proper  liues.  Which  I will 
confirme  by  an  example  taken; 
out  of  thefecondpart  off  the  FF. 
Minors  Chronicle. 

A Burgundian  Gentelman  had? 
a daughter  foaffe&ed  to  the  fer- 
uice  of  the  Mother  of  God,  thac 
fecretly  from  her  tender  yeare* 
she  vowed  her  virginity  to  her. 
This  virgin  had  a corporal  be* 
auty,ioyned  tothe  beauty  ofher 
foule,  fo  taki  ng,  as  it  attracted  to- 
iler the  harts  of  al.  Among  the 
feruant  of  her  fathers  was. 

one: 
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We  , who  omitted  no arts  not 
ihduftriesi  to  oblige  her  tdarecw 
procal  alfe&iou  to  him «.  But  this 
Dot  taking,  his  loue  grew  defpe- 
rat,andat  length  engagedhimirt 
as  defperat  a courfe  j Bor  bis  Lord' 
agd  al  his  feruants  being  gon  a 
hunting  , he  fecretly,.  returned 
home  9>  when  his  daughter  was 
either  nor  accompanied  at  ai,  or 
eUiflendcrlyonly-by  hermaydes* 
and  taking  that  opportunity  to 
execur  his  wickdnes  , went  and 
foudher  out,  where  in  the.  Chap- 
i pel  she  was  prohrat  at  her  deuo- 
dons  before  a picture  of  the 
Quecne  of  heajjen  .-  into  which, 
he  entredaudaciouily  and  with- 
out any  reuerencs  to  the  place, or 
refpc&.to  the  peefon  , tould  the 
reafon  ofhisreturne  , .and  how 
dWperatJy  he  was-  in  loue  with; 

Iverr 
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her.,coniuring  her  byalthe  fore© 
ofa  wicked  eloquence  to  the  ac- 
complishmet  of  his  defires*  Whe- 
reat the  Virgin;  was  (o  ftmek  at 
the.  firft>y  what :-.^mh?«he!'ifliJ 
pudefree  of  the  fellow  , what- 
with  the  horror  and  vnexpe&ed- 
nes  of  his  demand  as  . she  remay- 
neda  while  deuoyd  offpeecb  and 
fenfe , til  at  laftrowfing  her  fpi- 
tits  vp , with  a iuft  difdaine  and 
bashful  anger,  f he  anfwered  himj. 
Gett  hence  thou  impudent  vil- 
; laine,  and  feefe  out  fome  others 
more  fitt  to  heareand  gram  thy, 
fuite  then  1:  and  whence  is  this 
infolence  in  the$?  haue  you  euer 
, feen  any  thing  in  me,  that  should 
thus  embolden  it  f but  ceafe  your 
boldnes  and:  your  infolence  , or 
I know  the  way  to  bring  you  to 
deare  repentance  of  it  the  fellow 

at 
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at  this,  growne  wholly  defperat y 
and  rageing  no  lefle  for  anger 
then  for  loue  , drew  out  hi* 
fword,&  fixing  the  point  againft 
her  throte,  told  hertherewas  but 
one  way  with  her,  eyther  to  re- 
folue  to  dy,ortofatisfyhis  defire,- 
thy  defire(  faydshe?)  rather  then 
by  mefirch  a wicked  defire  shalbe 
euer  fatisfied  , had  l a thoufaiid 
Hues  I would  willingly.  Joofe 
them  al  ; but  you  confider  better 
( faid  he)  for  alfure  yourfelf  I ami 
notin  ieftjBee  i n what  mind  thou 
wilt , reply  ed  she , doe thy  worft'i? 
and  when  thou  haft  done , goe 
Vaunt  to  fuch  as  thou  art,  how 
thou  haft  traiteroufiy  furthered 
thy  Lords  daughter  in  his.  owne 
houfe  in  defence  of  her  Ghaft  ity. 
This  put  him  wholly  into  -the 
hands  of  furye  and  defperation; 

and 
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and:  made  him  at  one  blow  cute 
off  her  heacLWheaftying  inftant. 
lyto  the  Vicar  off  the  place  who 
was  his  Vncle>be  made  him  ac« 
qua  1 rated  with  what  he  had  done* 
Who  being  much  troubled  at  itr 
advifed  him  to  ly  e concealed  in  a 
fecret  place  which  he  shewed 
him,  til  he  had  don  Maffe  and  had 
further  aduifed  what  courfe  to 
take  with  him.  Meane  while  be-* 
hold  a ftupendious  miracle.  An 
Angel  fent  from  heauen  prefent* 
ly  vnited  the  ttunke  of  our  be  he** 
ded  Virgin  (be  properly  to  the 
head  againe>as  there  only  remai- 
ned a red  ft reake  about  the  neck 
in  memory  that  it  was  oncecuttr 
©f  when  she  reftofed  to  life  I 
againe  ,had  presently  recourfe  to 
Church  to  heare  Mane  , and  ren- 
der thankes  to  Aim : God  for  that 
. mica- 
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miraculous  faiiout  •,  Being  there, 
it  happened  the  Curat  at  the  Of- 
fertory descending  from  the  Al- 
tar, with  much  altonkhment  ef- 
piedher  vand  beleeving  it  rather 
lome  phantafme  come  to  fright 
him  , then  her  returning  to  life 
againe  , iufpended  his  aftonish- 
ment  and  his  feares , til  after 
MafTe  , when  he  repaired  vnto 
her  more  fully  to  informe  him- 
feife  of  what  she  was*  Then  she 
reconted  from  point  to  point , al 
that  hadhapnedto  her,  gteeuoufc 
ly  acomplayning  of  his  Nephe- 
ves  barbaroufncs , and  in  parti- 
cular of  his  irreuerence  towards 
God  and  his  B.  Mother <The  good 
qian  loft  in  admiration  of  theac-a 
cident as  foonc  as  he  had  found1 
himfelf  , was  al  in  teares  , befee- 
$hing  her  to  keepe  fecret  this 

hainous 
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fyaynous  offence  of  his  Nephewy 
and  pardon  it.  For  my  particular* 
kid  fhe,  I doe  from  my  hart*  but 
how  Heauen:  wil  pardon  hifh  •,  I 
know  not*  For  that  ,'faid  the  Cu- 
rate, I trullin  the  infinite  mercy; 
of  Aim.  God , only  yours  was  al 
my  feare,  arid  there  vpon  he  pro- 
duced his  Nephew  , who  cun  his 
knees  shedding  aboundant  teares 
befought  her  of  pardon ; when 
she  rayfed  him  vpp , arid  as  if  she 
had  forgotten  how  much  he  had 
offended  herein  this  mild  riianner 
Jpake  vnto  him  : Myfrejndyfaid 
she , I haue  already  paft  my  pro- 
mife  to  your  vncle  that  I wil  for.- 
giue  yorty  :only  procure  by  pe- 
mnce.tO  purchafe  the  forgiueries 
<?f Alin.  God*  and  his  B.  Mother 
or  .1  aflfure  you, a more  rigorous 
pu  nifhment  then'  this  world  has 
■ ■,'ik.d  _ any 
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any,  is  in  ftore  for, you  : Sweet 
Mjftres,faidhe,  (making  profoud 
.reucrence  yrtto  her ,;  add  deda- 
.ring  by  his  fighes?  arid  tear es  a 
more  profound  gretfFe  & forrow  ) 
how  good  and  gratious  you  are, 
-not  only  to  preferue  my  tempo- 
ral life , ( which  if  you  pleafed  to 
take  it  i were  for  faked  vhtbyou) 
but  to  take  fuch  care'  of  my  eter- 
nal on  v yet’  befideS  this  fauour 
I muft  needs  begg  another , 
whichiis that  from  that  moUfb, 
which  forfo  greeuousa  trefpaife 
has  pronounc’tmy  pardon  ,1  may 
heare  what  penance  I shal  per- 
formefor  it : Since  you  wil  ( faid 
she ) you  shal.j  odly  take  it  by 
way  of  couricelTiot  of  command, 
and  it  is  this , That  you  become 
a Friar  Minor,  andbefore  you  are 
{ o,  Confelfe  your  felfe  wholy  and 
■ entire- 
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.entirely  of  al  yottr  wickednes? 
This. the  forrowful  fonle  willin- 
gly accept  edof;  and  hau  fog  punc- 
tually performed  what  sheinioi- 
<ned  hirajn  $Wrt  (pace  made  fuch 
progrefle  in  Religion  , a«  he  be- 
came ah  example  of  perfedion 
vnt^al.  Andby  this  we  maype#- 
iceiue  } how  Tacmitabie  tire  B. 
Virgin  is  , to  tbofe  whotfor  the. 
Imitation  of  her  , prefer ue  this 
virginity*  fo  carefully , as  rather 
to  depart  with  it } they  chofe  to 
.depart  this  life. 
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third  Condition  , Which 
# rtquifit  in  the  hortou- 
rers  of  the  B Virgin } Of 
cleannes  and,  purity  of 
mind. 

[ H e (acred  Virgin 
/being  mat  only  a 
* bright  fhining’mir- 
roar  of  Humility  & 
Chalirty , to  its  per- 
fection, but  alfo  of  inoomparabJe 
purity  of  mind , wee  who  make 
profelfion  of  being  her  feruantt, 
ought  to  haiic  her  example  al» 
wayes  before  our  eyes,  to  the 
«od  the  cbtinual  Contemplation 

of 
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of  thefe  three  excellent  vertues 
jrt  her^tha/ excite'; vs'to 'an  affec-' 
tionat  defire  of  them , efpecially 
that;  of  purity  of  mind,  it  being 
tfie  taolf'exquifit  beauty'  of  the 
foule  , and  an  ornament  which 
mpft.  of  al  iiiuftrats  it.  Now  this 
, purity  of  mind  is  nothing  els 
{according  tfr  ‘Albert  the  great, 
as  he  alleaged  by  S.  Antonine) 
but  a receflion  from  al  impurity, 
2 which  is  finne , and  an  acceifion 
. ;to  God  the  foueraigne  purity  & 
-in  this  confifts  the  true  fanCtity 
of  the  foule,  for  the  more  we 
- weed  it  of  imperfections  , the 
„ more  place  is:  left  for  perfections 
t,f0  fpring  vpin  it;  and  fo  S.Dio- 
( nyfe  defyning  fanCtity  fayes,tfrdt 
. it  is  a perfect  purity  abftradting 
: frotpal  finne  , and  cleanfed  from 
al  impurity;  whence  we  may  wel 
. » . conclude 
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conclude,  that  purity  is  no  other 
thing , then  an  exemption  from 
al  imperfe&ion. 

Let  the  pious  Reader  then  ima- 
gine the  purity  of  the  B.  Virgins 
mind,  who  of  al  the  Children  of 
Adam  was  not  only  exepted  from 
al  aftual  finne , but  alfo  from  ori- 
ginal ; and  that  becaufe  of  the 
conueniency  ( as  S.  Anfelme 
would  haue  it)  that  she  who  was 
the  Mother  of  God  should  next 
to  hint  haueal  imaginable  purity; 
which  could  not  be,if  she  had  not 
been  pteferued  from  original 
. linne.  Befides,  God  hauing  pre- 
deftinated  her  to  a degree  of  ho- 
nour, the  higheft  that  any  crea- 
ture could  be  capable  of,  it  fol- 
lowed confequently  he  should 
endow  her  with  a purity  aboue  al 
other  creatures, and  fo  al  the  fa- 
G culties 
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culties  of  bis  power  wifdome  and 
goodnes , ( we  may  imagine  ) 
were  at  once  imploied  in  enrit- 
ching  her  with  fuchguifts  and  fu- 
pcrnatural  preparations  , as  ren- 
dredher  of  al  creatures  the  moft 
eminent-,  iofuch  manner  as  thofe 
who  had  but  the  eies  of  fpirit 
open  to  penetrat  into  the  beau- 
tie  and  perfection  ofher  glorious 
foule  would  infallibly  more  ad- 
mire Gods  workmanshipp  , and 
lee  more  admirable  effects  of  it 
in  her  j then  in  the  fabrick  and 
creation  of  theVniuerfal.  Neuer 
any  thing  came  immediatly  out. 
of  the  hand  of  God  , but  it  was 
pure , perfe&  and  compleat  j he 
created  the  Angels  from  the  pu- 
reft  of  the  Heajiens  perfeCt  and 
pure , he  created  man  likewife 
foe,  of  the  moll  pure-parts  of  the 

Earth 
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' Earth  , and  Eue  from  the  pureft 
Hefh  and  bone  of  Adam , whilft 
he  was  yet  in  the  ftate  of  Inno- 
cency  was  created  pure  j and  the 
reafon  is  ,becaufe  the  nig  her  to 
the  principal  of  puritie  a thing 
is,euer  the  more  pure  it  is.  This 
being  fo  , what  can  be  more  res- 
plendent ( faies  S.  Ambrofe  }■ 
then  she  in  whom  purity  it  felfe 
clofeto  abide  $ what  finally  more 
vnblemisht , then  she  whom  the 
Sone  of  God  chofe  to  inueft  him- 
felfe  withal  ? And  if  God  hath  fa*- 
uoured  other  creatures  with  that 
• highe  prerogatiue  to  be  borne  in 
grace  and  exempt  from  linne, 
who  can  doubt  but  she  in  a fpe- 
cial  manner  was  borne  Co  , and 
exempted  aboue  the  reft  ? For 
what  incongruency  els  were  it  to 
faaue  the  mother  inferior  to  her 
G 1 Children 
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Children  theQuceneto  her  fufi- 
ie&s  and.  Seing  then  the  An- 
gels , and  both  Adam  and  Eue 
more  created  in  grace  and  in  the 
Hate  of  innocency  , why  should 
we  deny  the  Queene  Angels, 
and  the  repairer  of  Adam  and 
Eues  offences  , the  life  preroga- 
tiue?  Y et  let  vs  pafle  farther,  and 
aifirme  the  B.  Virgin  excelling 
in  purity  by  infinit  degrees  not 
only  al  men  and  women  in  the 
world , but  alfo  al  Angels  , Ar- 
changels , and, the  higheft  Sera- 
phins  in  heauen.  For  this  ,S.  Hi- 
iarion  affirmes  of  her  addrefling 
himfelf  vnto  her  in  this  deuout 
manner.  O foverainely  happy  Virgin 
above  al  -women  , and  furmounting 
even  the  Angels  themfelues  in  purity. 
v Her  faii^tity  then  being  fo 
great,  we  may  wel  conclude  of 

her 
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her  ,that  there  was  neuer  in  her 
any  blemish  of  finne,not  the  leaft 
shadow  of  imperfedion.  Let  vs 
confider  her  then, being  fo  imma- 
culate as  she  was  , as  an  Idea  fra- 
med by  God , of  al  Chaftity  , as  a 
liuely  paterne  of  perfedion  in 
women,  model  of  fupreme  purity 
and  finally  fchoole  of  al  V ertues. 
Virgin  both  in  mind  and  body, 
humble  of  heart, graue  in  dilco- 
uery ■>  prudent  in  adion,  neuer 
ftirring  abrode  til  inuited  by  ne- 
ceffity  fober  and  mortified, wea- 
ring alwayes  in  her  Contenance 
a holy  bashfullnes,  her  gate  wel 
ordered  and  compofed j Ample  in 
Clothing, moderat  in  her  voice, 
neuer  laughing  but  weeping  of- 
ten ,fparing  of  fpeech,  alwayes 
wel  imployed,hauing  ftil  in  hand 
fome  profitable  booke,  afliduous 
G 5 it 
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in  prayer,  during  which  shefee- 
mcd  ftil  in  extafy  ^ more  abhor- 
ring fimje,  thenal  the  men  ofthe 
world  together  as  one  who  better 
then  them  al  together  knew, 
how  hateful  and  deteftable  it  was 
to  Aina.  God : she  was  of  a fpirit 
perpetually  attentiue  totheexer- 
cifeofyertue  and  holy  life } hol- 
ding in  a generous  difefteeme 
al  the  honours  dignity es  and  ri- 
ches of  the  world , as  knowing 
bow  contemptible  they  were  al* 
in  compare  with  thofe  of  heauen,, 
whofe  foueraigne  Queene  and; 
EmprefTe  she  was  to  bee  : how 
was>  it  poffible  then  she  should 
euerfal  into  any  finne, being  of 
fo  excellent  a foule , and  it  being, 
replenished  with  fo  manydiuine 
graces  & perfections  ? and  From 
whence  ( iayes  Dionyfe  the  Car- 

*thufian. 
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thufian)  we  may  imagine  thefe 
beames  proceeded , which  shoo- 
ting from  her  countenance  ren- 
dred  her  fo  refplendent  and  ve- 
nerable to  al  that  regarded  her* 
al  which  were  nothing  yet  in 
compare  with  the  inward  rayes 
that  illuftrated  her  mind , which 
gaue  light  vnto  the  Angels  of 
l ight  themfelues  •,  her  regard  was 
fuch  according  to  S.  Ambrofe  Sc 
S.  Bonauenture)  as  her  bare  light 
was  lufficient  to  reclaime  euen 
thofe  that  were  furtheft  gon  in 
iinne^  but  that  which  was  moft, 
admirable  in  her,  and  which  moft 
Vanishes  in  aftonishment  both 
men  and1  Angels, was  her  being  at 
once  both  Mother  & Virgin,  vir- 
gin in  purity,  St  Mother  in  fecun- 
dity i A prodigie  of  al  others  the 
moft  ftupendious , and  a pteroga- 
n G 4 tiue 
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tiue  only  appropriat  to  this  rare 
Phenix  of  perfe&ion  ; for  to  ' 
whom  els  were  attributed  euer 
thefe  Supreme  titles  of  honour. 
Virgin  before  child-birth.  Vir- 
gin in  child-birth  , and  Virgin 
after  it?  Yet  $ tis.  an  Article  of 
faith , and  al  doubt  thereof  inter- 
di&ed  by  the  holy  Church  > for 
the  Consummation  of  which,  we 
wil  here  relate  a Miracle  happe- 
ning to  B.  Giles  one. of  the  firft 
Companions  of  S.  Francis, and 
it  was  thi». 

A Religious  Diuine  of  the  Or- 
der of  S.  Dominick , being  once 
vehemently  tempted  by  theDi- 
uel  fworne  Enemy  to  the  B.  Vir-. 
gin) to  cal  in  doubt  her  vndubi- 
rable  Virginity,  and  not  fufficing 
by  his  owne  forces  to  shake  it  off, 
.Was  refolu’d  to  vfe  the  helpe  of 

Some 
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fome  other, and  hearing  the  fame 
of  B.  Giles  for  fan&ity,  refoluld 
it  should  he  he.  Being  on  his  way 
towards  the  Conuent  where  the 
holy  man  refided , who  by  diuin'e 
reuelation  vnderftood  the  caufe 
of  his  iourney  , behold  he  was 
ready  to  meete  him, and  embrace 
him  with  al  the  freindly  expref. 
lions  of  a Religious  charity  ; and 
e’re  euer  the  other  opened  his 
mouth  to  communicat  with  him 
of  his*” temptation  ,he  fayd  vnt® 
him; Brother  and  freind,  alfure 
your  felfe,  shee  was  a virgin  be- 
fore child-birth > when  raking  the 
ground  withalitle  wane  he  had, 
one  Lilly  .prefentlf  fprung  vp, 
then  conuerting  himfelfe  to  him 
againei  fo  alfure  your  felf,faid  he. 
f he  was  a virgin  in  child-birth,  & 
afecond  Lilly  fprung  vp  in  cot*- 
G v firmation 
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formation  therof;  finally , the  third; 
time  addrefling  himfelfe  to  him 
he  faid  j allure  your  felfe  laftly 
(faid  he)  that  fhe  was  a virgin 
after  child-birth  too ; and  this  by 
the  fprihging  vp  ofa  third  Lilly, 
being  confirmed  alfo,  the  Diuine. 
remained  deli  tiered  from  his  tep- 
tation  and  rendred  infinit  thanks, 
to  Aim.  God for  his  fo  miracu- 
lous deliuery. 

Let  this  fuffice  for  a more  am- 
ple confirmation  of  the  foueraine. 
Puritie  oftheQueene  of  heauen. 
Let  thofe  then  who  defire  with  a; 
due  purity  of  hart  to  ferue  this, 
glorious  Virgin, endeauour  with- 
td  their  forces  to  imitat  her,  in. 
h6r  admirable  purity  and  Inno- 
cencie  of  life , that  is , to  haue  a 
hart  vntainted , and  free  from  al ; 
contagion . of  finne  , efpecially 

' fuchi 
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fiich  as  are  mortal,  fince,  as  the 
Angelical  Dolour  teaches  vs; 
The  farther  that  purity  is  remo- 
ued  from  finne , the  purer  ftil  it 
growesj  fo  Thai  wee  haue  part  in 
the  benediction  : Blejfed  are  the 
fure  ofhart , for  they  shal  fee  God. 
And  to  come  yet  neerer  to  parti- 
culars y thofe  are  pure  ofhart,. 
whofe  confciences  are  free  from' 
mortal  finne  ; th*>fe  more  pure, 
arelikewife  free  from  venial;  but 
thofe  molt  of  al,  who  accompany 
this  freedome  from  finne , with 
theaflidual  praCtifeof  vertue,and 
this  according  to  S.Chriftfoftom, , 
is  to  be  pure  of  hart.  S.  Hierotne 
defines  it,  to  haue  a confidence 
that  can  accufe  vs  of  no  finne , at 
al , fuch  an  one  as  that  of  our  B. 
Ladyes  was,  who  according  to 
Bonauenture , was  fo  pure  from 

finne, 
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fume , as  it  was  reueal’d  to  a cer- 
taine  perfon  , as  her  cohfcience 
vnderftood  not  what  it  meant.  O 
happy  ahd  a thoufand  times  hap- 
py are  fuch  as  thofe,  whofe  breaft 
being  pure,&  inuefted  withthefe 
■fohite  robes  of  purity , do  ferae 
in  that  liuery  the  foueraigne 
Queene  of heauen,  for  thefe  are 
truly  her  feruants  , thefe  truly 
her  fauorits  , and  fuch  as  in  the 
next  life  fhe  peculiary  honours 
and  aduances  aboue  the  reft. 

We  reade  of  S.  Lewis  Arch- 
bishop of  Tholoufe , who  ilfue 
from  the  Royal  bloud  of  France, 
and  was.once  a Frier-Minor, how 
he  in  his  life  neuer  committed 
mortal  finne  *,  this  holy  Saint 
dying  at  the  age  of  8a.  yeare$ , a 
certaine  Frier-Minor  farr  from 
the  place  of  his  death,  and  igno- 
rant 
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rant  of  his  infirmity,  had  a vifion 
iuft  at  the  inflant  of  his  depar- 
ture of  innumerable  Angels  bea- 
ring his  foule  to  heauen,and  fing- 
ing  melodioufly  on  the  way;  So 
are  they  rewarded  who  ferae  God  in 
purity  and  chafiity  of  hart  ’,  and' for 
his  chafiity  and  purity  we  haue 
the  atteflation  of  al  that  conuer- 
fed  with  him  j that  al  his,  actions 
and  wordes  fauoured  of  nothing 
elfe* 

And*  as  vehemently  is  theB» 
Virgin  difpleafed  with  the  con- 
trary vice,  as  with  this  vertue  she 
is  pleaf’d  as  witnefleth  this,  fol- 
lowing ftorie  recounted  by.  the 
learned  Pelbart.*,  A yong  Gentle- 
man of  a debaushedjife , exerci- 
fing  fome  deuotiens  in  the  ho- 
nour of  the  B.  Virgin  , she  one 
day  whilft.  he  inuoked  her  aide 
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( being  ftraied  in  a wilder nes  8c 
almoft  famished  ) appeared  vnto 
him  accompanied  with  a glorious 
train  of  Virgins,  bearing  in  their 
haqds  al  forts  of  delicat  meates, 
but  ferued  in  fo  foule  and  loth- 
fome  dishe^as  although  hishun  - 
ger  was  molt  vrgent , yet  for  very 
loathing  he  would  not  eateabitt* 
which  the  B.  Virgin  perceiuing, 
aptly  took  ©ccafion  to  reprehend 
hini  faying*,  euen  fuch  are  your 
deuotions  you  offer  vp  to  mej 
Good  inthemfelues,  but  coming 
from  one  fo  foule  with  finne , my 
heart  femes  me  not  to  accept  of  ' 
them  i fo  f he  vanished , and  left 
him  fo  ftrucken  with  this  re'pre- 
henfion  by  the  bitter  Haine  of  his 
former  life  , as  for  the  time  to* 
come  he  wholy  amended  it. 

Let  thofe  then , who  haue  the 
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Honour  to  be  ftiled  the  feruants 
of  the  B.  Virgin,  that  their  feriji- 
ces  may  be  the  more  acceptable 
to  her , endeauour  to  keepe  vp  , 
to  the  higheft  point  of  this  per- 
fection of  purity  of  hart,  that  is,, 
tobefo  farrfrom  the  confcience 
of  any  mortal  fume, as  euen  to 
decline  venial  as  farr  as  it  is  pof- 
fible  i from  the  which  the  farther 
they  are the  nigher  they  appro- 
che  vnto  perfection, and  the  more. 
they  increafe  in  grace  and  holi- 
nes  of  life.  Happy  is  that  foule 
then , which  growing  dayly  per- 
feCter  in  this  purity  of  hart , shal 
finde  a ready  way  to  euery  grace 
and  perfection  it  shalbe  delirous 
to  obtaine,  & merit  to  haue  Aim. 
God  amply  communicat  them 
vnto  vs , whofe  property  it  i s-to 
he  moft  bountious  of  hrs  fauour 
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tbthe  pure,  to  impart  himfelfe 
ynto  them  in  a particular  manner, 
and  enrich  them  with  his  diuine 
Confolatrons.  And  this  Hart  of 
ours  being  a thing  of  fuch  per- 
fection, each. leaft  defect  in  it, 
iappeares  to  be  deformity  ,it  being 
(asBro.  Giles  was  vfedtofayej 
like  a bright  mirrour  which  the 
leaft  breath  would  fett  a blemish- 
on^For  which  reafon  the  Wife- 
man  fo  earnestly  recomends  vnto- 
VStheCuftody  of  it,  Loo^e  Care- 
fully to  thy  hart  ,fayes.  he , for  thy 
life  depends  on  it.  And  fo  we  fee, 
how  litle  a thing  diminishes  of 
its  merit  and  purity,'  an  idle  or  ri- 
diculous word  a litle  leuity  in  our 
adtions,  a friuolous  Curiofity , a 
lelfe  rnodeft  regard  , immoderate 
laughter , or  fuch  like , which  we 
account  of  as  things  light  and  in- 
different 
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different.  Now  the  better  to  con- 
ferue  this  purity  of  hart,  we  muft 
be  moft  careful  of  our  Exteriour 
fenfes  , our  eyes , eares  , fmell , 
touching,  tailing  j &c.  leaftthe 
Enemy  preuaile  himfeif  by  them 
againft  ourfelu.es.' 

To  expreffe  the  danger  of  which 
F.  Iacopen  of  the  holy  Order  of 
B.  Francis  ,hath  an  apt  fimilitude* 
There  was  ( fay  es  this  holy  man) 
a Virgin  of  excellent  beauty,  ha- 
uing  for  her  dower  a Iewel  of ine- 
ilimable  price , who  had  fiuebro- 
thers  al  poore  and  necelfitous*,the 
one  a Mufician , the  other  a Pain- 
ter, thb  third  a Perfumer,  the 
fourth  a Cooke , and  the  fifth  a 
fetter  of  others  chaftityes  to  fake 
One  day  the  Mufician  addreft 
himfeif,  vnto  her , and  with  an 
accent, as  charming,  as  it  was  pit- 
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tiful , defired  her  of  pitty  In  his 
extreme  neceflSty,  if  euer  Chari- 
ty, fayd  he , were  deare  vnto  you, 
or  if  euer  you  knew  what  pitty 
meant , declare  it  now  in  your  af- 
fixing me;  giue  me  your  Iewel  to 
redeeme  me  from  my  wants;  it 
is  a bould  requeft  I grant , both 
in  regard  of  the  greatnes  of  its 
value  ,and  thefmalnesofmy  de- 
ieruings , but  the  greater  honour 
wilbe  yours,  w ith  foe  vn-interef- 
fed  a Charity  , to  aflift  a brother 
in  his  necelfity  , and  the  greater 
Vilbe  my  obligation  and  beer  fo 
pauf’d  a while,  as  if  his  greefe  had 
ftopt  the  paflage  of  his  fpeech; 
But  she  remaining  Inexorable 
to  his  prayers  , anfwered  him 
thus.*  My  deare  brother  ,1  would 
do  much  for  you , but  fatisfie  your 
demand  I cannot  *,  for  the  lame 

Charity 
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Charity  which  obliges  me  to  be- 
nefit others  , firft  ofal  obliges  me 
to  benefit  my  felfe  i what  a folly 
wereit  in  me  then,bymy  enri- 
ching others,  to  make  my  l'elf  for 
euer  poore , you  know  I haue  no- 
thing but  it  to  maintaine  my  life, 
and  to  depart  with  it  were  to  ex- 
pofe  my  life  te  extreme  necefiity; 
Wei  ( anfwered  the  Mufician  ) 
then-,  fince  you  wil  not  giue  it 
me,  at  Jeaft  lei  it  me  : and  what 
wil  you  giue  me  for  it?  I wil  take 
my  Lute , feyd  he  ,and  fing  you 
two  of  tire  neweft  Ayres  at  Court 
at  this  fhe  laughing , ask’t  him, 
when  they  were  done , what  re- 
maines  for  her  to  liue  vpon  ? no, 
no,  layd  she,  brother  you  shal 
pardon  me , I wil  hot  fell  foe  pre- 
tious  alewel  for  fo  flight  a thing. 
After  him  the  Painter  came  v nto 

her 
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her  with  the  fame  reqvieft , offe- 
ring one  of  hb  beft  peeces.,  in- 
exchange  , but  she  refufed  hifn  as 
she  had  don  the  former.  Then 
the  Cooke,  & the  Perfumer  came 
next , this  profering  for  it , one 
of  the  delicateft  perfums  he  had, 
the  other  the  moftfauory  dishe 
he  could  inuent  *,  but  they  as  the 
former  fayling  of  their  pretenfesj 
the  fift  lewd  Companion,  addref- 
fing  himfelfe  vnto  her,  who  knew 
wel  the  arts  of  perfwafion,  and 
how  to  inftil  his  words  into  the 
mind , offred  her  for  it , after  a 
World  of  fmooth  and  foothing 
word,  her  choice  of  a hundred 
Paramours  >But  being  as  the  reft 
reie&ed , it  bapned  not  long  af- 
ter , that  a mighty  King  moued 
by  the  fame  of  this  riche  Iewel, 
came  to  demand  it  of  her,  off  ring 

to 
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to  marry  her  on  the  condition' 
that  he  might  haue  it,&  giue  her 
for  dowry  his  Immortal  King- 
dome*,  whensheouercomeby  the 
greatnes  of  his  offers , but  much 
more  by  the  goodnes  of  the  Of- 
ferer, thus  anfwered  him;  My 
Lord  ,it  were  Impudence  in  me 
to  refufe  you , wherefore  behold 
I freely  giue  it  you,  without  any 
referueatal  ,and  defire  no  other 
recompenfe  for  it , but  that  you 
would  vouchfafeto  accept  it  *,  and 
excufe  the  fmalnes  of  her  merit 
that  giues  it  you.  This  fimiiitud 
the  holy  man  would  explicat  in 
this  manner; The  Virgin  is  the 
foule,  the  Icwel,  the  Free  wil  she 
hath;  her  fiue  brothers  , her  flue 
Corporal  fenfes;  the  King , Aim. 
God; as  for  the  reft  , is  obuious 
enough,  ; 
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And  heere  I could  take  oofa- 
{ion  to  inveigh  againft  thofe,who 
would  beheld  deuout ( forfooth) 
to  the  B.  Virgin,  and  haue  no 
Care  the  while  of  bridling  their 
fenfes , but  let  them  run  on  to  al 
lice  ntioufnes;  nay,  which  is  worfe 
they  Continue  fo , til  the  end  of 
their  Hues,  without  any  renaorfe, 
out  of  a vaine  preemption  they 
fhalbe  fauedhecaufe  of  fome  odd 
deuotions  they  exercife  , then 
which  what  greater  folly  can 
there  be,  what  greater  blindnes? 
not  to  fee  how  the  diuel  drawes 
them  as  it  Were  bound  hand  and 
foote  to  hel.  For  example  , you 
shal  fee  many , ( I fpeake  it  with 
grcefe  and  shame  enough  ) fo 
addided  to.  the  devotion  of  the 
Annunciat  , as  they  would  not 
omitt  it  for  a world  , ( and  *t is 

com- 
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commendable  ih  them  ) but 
markehow  they  abufe  it » the  mi- 
raculous offers  which  they  fo 
fpread  of  it,  makes  them  prefume 
the  like  s for  what  wH  they  fay* 
neuer  tel  me  of  Hel  nor  of  the 
paitfes  thereof,  though  I finne  ne- , 
Ster  fo  much  , I ferue  a Miftres 
who  hath  both  wil  and  ability  to 
Helpe  me  out  of  it,  and  let  me  but 
Confelfe  my  iinnes  at  the  houre 
of  my  death , and  I am  fare  of 
heauen  \ fee  how  thefe  miferable 
wretches  talker  drawing  a wrong 
confequeuce  from  an  Antece- 
dent moil  true, that  the  B.  V irgin 
both  can  and  wil  fuccour  her  fer- 
uants  : but  they  muft-  be  fuch  as 
make  due  vfe  of  her  fauour$,and 
employ  th€  in  working  their  fal- 
ajation:  fuch  indeed  shce  fometi- 
times  helpes  foefficacioufly , as  in 

shipwrack 
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shipwrack  she  keepes  then  from 
perishing  in  the  fea  , and  frees 
them  from  al  dangers  on  land  of 
cnimyes , theeues , and  Murthe- 
rers  j and  al  this  to  bring  them  to 
amendment  of  their  liues  : But 
thofe  who  rather  grow  worfe  by 
it.  Or  out  of  prelumption  of  it 
feekenot  to  amend  at  al,formy 
parti  hold  their  fafeties  defperat. 
Then' there  is  a difference  of  fin- 
ners,for  forhe  linne  of  deliberat 
wil,  and  make  not  duevfe  of  their 
deuotion  to  the  B.  Virgin , nay, 
as  I haue  fayd  before  ,euen  abufe 
it  to  greater  licentioufnes  of  life, 
and  fuch  are  in  a moft  dangerous 
eftate.  Others  only  finne , out  of 
humane  frailty,  and  by  giuing 
too  much  liberty  to  their  fenfes, 
doing  it  with  a remorfe  ofCon- 
Icience , and  greeuous  defire  tp 

amend 
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amend  their  faults  , though  they 
be  neigligent  to  put  their  good 
defires  in  excution:  andforfuch, 
it  is  eafier  for  them  to  difpofe 
them  ielues  for  grace , and  pre- 
uayle  themfelues  of  thofe  Infpi- 
rations  the  B.  Virgin  procures 
them  for  the  amendment  of  their 
liues  , themfelues , both  the  one 
and  the  other  are  to  honour  the  B. 
Virgin,  andreuerence  her  with  al 
becoming  reuerence  , that  she 
may  obtayne  for  them  of  her  B. 
fonnecondigne  penance  for  their 
linns,  & amendment  of  their  life. 
Let  them  like  wife  endeauour  to 
make  themfelues;partakers  of  that 
laudable  deuot  ion  of  the  Annun- 
ciat,  fince  thofe  who  haue  been 
of  it,  haue  been  in  fine  recompen- 
sed for  it,. and  L exhort  as  wel  the 
lull  and  thofe  of  better  life  to 
. * H this 
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this as  alfo  ftnners  and  euilli- 
uers  > fithence  if  thefe  find  fuch 
benefit  of  it  > bow  much  more 
muft  they  , who  are  intimate 
frei  nds  as  it  were  to.  God  and  his 
E.  Mother  5 as  tbofe  who  are  in 
deadly  finnej  are  capital  enknies3 
as  this  fiory  taken  out  of  the 
Cronicle^  of  the  Friers  Minors 
doth  manifeft. 

A certaine  Frier  'Minor  of  holy 
life , vfiiigf  to  recommend  him- 
felfe  vnto  the.  prayers  of  euery 
one  he  mett:?.  it  happned  he  en- 
triag  once. into  a towne  *,  mett  a 
Woman  there  of  euii  fame , and 
indeed  of  as  euii  life  , and  defired 
herlihewife  to  remenber  him  ia 
^er-  prayers  to  Aim:  God  and  hi*- 
E*  Mother?  At  which,  quite  afto- 
nisbed,  she  anfwered  him , Alas* 
£uher  ';wbatgjood  wil  my  prayers 
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do  you , who  api  the  Wickedeft 
/inner  in  the  world  >.  bee  what 
you  wil , iayd  he  , your  prayers 
wild©  me  no  hurt  lam  confident. 
When  behold  a miraculous  ac- 
cident , the  woman  entrfng  intd 
the  Church,  and  Kneelingbefote 
an  I mage  of  the  B,  Virg  in  to  fay 
an  Mari a&<&  him  , Was  ra* 

uish’c  in  extafy  , and  behold  the" 
mother  of  God  humbly  fupplica* 
ting  her  fonnefor  him  i and  he 
demanding  df  her  why  she  would 
harken  to  the  prayets-of  an  Ene- 
meys, although  it  was  for  afreind 
she  prayed,  Be  therefore  merciful 
to  her  ( fayd  she  agayne  ) andfot 
your  freinds  fake  receiue  her  to 
freind  ship  alfo.  The  poore  wo- 
man returning  from  her  extafy, 
haftnedto  find  out  the  Religious 
man  , to  whom  with  great  wou- 
ld a der 
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der  she  recounted  what  had  paft, 
and  hauipg  made  a general  Con- 
fejfion  of  al  her  fins  , she  lined 
there  after  a rnoft  exemplar  life 
in  the  feruice  of  that  greatPatro- 
neffe  of  finners  the  Queene  of 

heauep.  , ' ' « c 

Let  al  who  ferue  her  then  ^ it 
they  defire  to  pleafe  her,carefully 
avoid  al  mortal  finne  , and  pre- 
ferue  their  hearts  pure  and  inno- 
cent *,  fo  shal  they  likewife  ob- 
teyne  the  fauour  of  Aim : God, 
fince  as  the  holy  feripture  fayes, 
they  who  loue  purity  of  heart, 
infallibly  sh,al  haue  the  king  for 
jfreind* 
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^The  fourth  Condition  requi- 
fitin  thefemants  of  the  % 
Virgin , for  the  confer  Ma- 
rion of  this  purity  of  hart, 
Which  is  the  frequent ation 
of  the  Sacrament  s y effe- 
dally  of  that  of Confeffm . 

LTHOVGH  the  pro- 
feffion  of  being' fer- 
uants  to  the  B.  Vir- 
gin , be  a great  ftay 
vnto  vs  from  falling 
into  finnejmeuerthlelfe,  ftanding 
on  fueh  flippery  ground , with, 
this  waight  of  fief  h bn  vs  incli- 
H J *ting 
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ning  vs  to  fal,we  capot  but  fp- 
tnetimes  do  it,and  cqqtr^#/ppae 
blemish  by  it , anid  may  need  the 
wiping  away  of  it.  As  (or  Mortal 
linne , by  the  grace  of  \Alm.  Cod 
we  may  preferue  our  felues  vn- 
touchedby  if  ; as  many  good  Re- 
ligious do.  euen  to  the  vttermoft 
period  of  their  dayes;  but  for  ve- 
nial j it  is  impoflible , nor  is  there 
any  of  Adams  defendants , that 
at  fome  time  or  other  haue  not 
falne  into  it. The  Apoftles  them- 
felues  although  adorn’d  with  ri- 
cheft  lan blity, were  not  exempted 
from  it,. only  the  B.  Virgin  hath 

had  this  lingular  priuiledgeabohe 

the  reft , as  the  holy  Church  con* 
€eiues  of  her  in  her  Office;  You  are 
■all faire  O B.  Maryland  there  is  no 
jfeot  in  you.  Now  our  B.  Sauiour 
for  thecleanfing  vsfromthe  ftay- 

^ ne* 
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nes.both  of  venial  & mortal  fitine 
hath  prouided  vs  of  the  remedle 
of  the  Sacrament  of  Confeffion* 
-And  fi?  S.  Bernard  fayes  : ~4ma 
Conf<fliottem,Jt  affeftti*  theorem „ 
Loue  Confd&on , as  thou  loueffc 
to  be  faire  i meaning  that  it  is  the 
imbellishiBentofaibule  , and  fo 
certainly  there  is  nothing  that 
more  efficacioafty  purges  the 
fbule  from  vice,  then  to  frequent 
quent  this  holy  Sacrament* 

A1  the  Sacraments  . of  the 
Church , according  as  the  Coun- 
sel of  Trent  defii'ies, were  inftitn- 
ted  i>y  our  Saul  our  Chrift  him- 
felfe , and  had  their  firft  OTigin 
from  his  fecred  fide , at  what  time 
both  blood  & water  came  iffuing 
forth, and  are  fo  many  rindets  as 
it  were, by  which  his  aboundant- 
grace  is  deriued  vnto  vs.  Let  them 
H 4 therefore 
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therefore  who  frequent  them,’ 
make  account  ( efpecially  this  of 
Conieflion  ) that  they  haue  re- 
courfeby  it , to  the  oiier:  flowing 
- *ountaine  of  our  Sauiours  pre- 
tious  bloud  } by  yertue  of  which 
their  foules  are  washJt  and  clean- 
fed  from  the  foulnes  of  their  fin- 
nes>*  which  the  Apoftle  S>  Iohn 
Jnfinnuat  where  he  fayes: 
The  bloud  of  our  Sauiour  Chrifipur- 
ges 'vs  of  our  finnts . O how  mer- 
ciful and  gratious  hath  God  ben 
to  vs  the  whilft  ? how  exceffiue 
his  loue , to  giue  vs  fo  pretiousa 
.r®m^.dy  ,by  which  as  often  as  we 
pleafe  we  may  be  purged  and  cle^ 
anted  from  our  finnes : and  as 
olten  as  we  are  dead  in  mortal 
finne,  we  may  be  reuiuedand  ray- 
ied  to  life  aeaine  , palling  from 
' tne  death  of  fmne  vnto  the  life 

of 
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of  grace  , from  vice-to  vertue, 
from  eternal  paine  yntoeternal 
bliffej  r 

Qf  aldeformities,  mortal  finne 
is  that  s which  readers  a.  foule 
mo  ft  deformed  , in  fo  much  as 
could  we  but  fee  a foule)  in  ftate 
therof,  we  should  euen  die.fot 
horrour  , it  would  be  a fight  fo 
feareful  and  hideous : whereas  no 
fooae^it  hath  beendeanfed  by 
the1  fiwkament  of  Penance  > but  it 
produces  againe  a new  beauty  & 
for mofity . So  S.  'Gregory . the 
great  fayes : Could  we  but  fee  a 
foule  made  to  the  refemblance  of 
G6d,£uen  in. farts  aoturalrbas^  wt 
fhould  admire  it  to  adoration  ,& 
beleeue  the  Creatours  beauty 
himfelfe  hardly  fupdriour  to  it. 
Potwhicbreafoh  (fay  cs  she  dear* 
nedTiUemaa)God  hath  inclofed 
H v it 
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it  in  this  corps  of  clay  ,leaft  it  be* 
holdingit-felf,  fbould.be  in  dan*  / 
ger  of  that  Luciferian  pride, 
which  was  fo  many  Angels  per- 
dition*. And  for  this  caul'e  thofc 
ancient  Bathers  of  the  ./Egyptian 
deferts  in  ekuatihg  their  mindes 
to  their  feules  highland  talcing, 
thetote  altitude  of  their  creatios, 
were  as;  it  were  alienated  from 
thetnfelnes.*,  In  fa  much  fca*.  we 
feade  of  S.;  Antony  ) as  often  as 
lie  was  called  on  to  pay  die  debt 
nature  either  in  food  or  deep,.. 
«r  any  fuch  corporal  neceflfity  ? b<? 
ftuen  blufh't  for  f haroe , that  fo 
»oblea fnbitaneevas:  the  fduleV 
•should .he  ihtefeffed  in  fuch  bale 
Ocdcoaai  ng s ; , No wi  f a reafonahle 
foulh-be^of  it’lelfe  fo  beautiful,., 
Whitt-great  add  ition  oouft  it  needt 
iseceiue.  fforn  rhd  (Sacrament,  .of 
1 ’ • Benance„ 
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Penance,which  reftoring  it  toits 
natiue  lufter , add  to  it  befides, 
that  of  God  Almighties  fuperna- 
tural  grace?  C ertai  nly  there  is  no 
eloquence  in  the  world  can  fpeak 
it  fu|ficiently,no  liuing  imagina- 
tion can  conceiue  the  hundreth 
part  of  its  excellence.  The  Sunne 
{ fayes  S.  Ghrifoftome  ) with  his 
eleare  rayes  doth,  not  fo  illumi- 
nat  the  world  as  the  Grace  of 
Aim.  God'can  do  a foul e.  Which 
that  of  S. Catherine  of  Sienna  wel 
declares  j who  hearing  a Preacher 
■’  ©nee  difoourfing  of  the  excellecy 
thereof,  and  how  exceedingly  it 
beautifyed  a fonle , conceiued  aft 
ardent  defire  to  behold  a foule  in 
Grace,  and  adnantaged  With  al 
the  beauties  thereof  > Ful  of  this 
defire , she  was  no  foonef  depar- 
ted  from  the  fermon3but  she  hard 
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a voice  from  heauen  faying  vnto- 
her  : Catherine j frefently  thou  shalt 
fee  the  fruite  of  thy  defire-,  and  reti- 
ting  her  into  her  Oratory , she 
there  befought  God.  for  the  per- 
formance of  his  promUe^  and  fo- 
dainly  beheld  a perfon  ofincre^- 
dible  Maiefly  al  Circled  about 
with  light  and  shining  with-clear 
Ipl  endows, -at  the  fight  of  which,, 
she  was  fo  rapt  in  admiration  and 
reuerence,.  as  she  prefently  pro*- 
firated  her  felfe  beforedts  feete 
witbintention  to  adore  it , had  it 
not  with  thefe  words  prohibited 
her  ‘.Catherine  fprbeare  for  I am  not 
£od,  as  thou  imagineft£and  who 
then?  anfwered  the  Saint  *,  l am, 
fayd  it , the  foule  of  a-  certaine 
r ^wtherer  you  prayed,  for  not 
long  lince  in  feeng  me  ledd  to 
execution  whobcingnew  clean- 
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fed  in  the  fire  of  Purgatory , and 
going  al  puriftedto  heauen , after 
I shal  haue  Idft  you-  fatisfied  of 
your  defire  by  the  corotnande- 
ment  of  Aim.  God.  And  after 
this  time,  the  holy  Saint  had  a 
- particular  in  fight  by  Aim.  God 
be  flawed  vpon  her , of  the  natu- 
res of  each  foule , and  she  was 
wont  to  affirme  vntoher  Gloftly, 
Father , that  if  he  fawe  but  the 
beauty  of  a foule, she  was  allured* 
he  would.- fpend  jooo.  & iooo. 
Xiues  far  the  faruing  of  one. 

The  grace  of  this  holy  Sacra- 
ment of  Penance  hath  a won- 
drous yertue,  not  only  to  purifie 
the  fouleconfeffant  fromthe  ftai- 
nes  of  finne,  but  alfo  to  beautify 
it  with  good  inclinations,  and 
from  a flaue  of  finne  and  vn- 
apt  for  good  *tp  render-itfree  & 

expedite 
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expedite  i which  we  wil  declare 
by  an  example  out  of  Catfarius. 
There  was  a learned  Diuine  (fay’s 
be)  exemplar  in  al  vertue  called 
Thomas , who  approchingto  his 
end,  Caw  in  a corner  of  his  chain* 
berthediuel  appearing  in  a fear* 
ful  shape  *,  to  whom  he  with  an 
vndanted  courage  thus  fpake  y 
What  art  thou  there  cruel  beaft,. 
layd  he  ? tel  me , I coniure  the, 
what  among!!  Chriftians  is  the 
thing  which  affti&s  the  moft?but 
he  forbearing  to  anfwer  him,the 
holy  man  iterating  his  admira- 
tion, in  the  name  of  God  charged 
him  to  fpeake  : when  at  laft  the 
diuel  thus  anfwered  him ; Know* 
( fayd  he)  there  is  nothingjnthe 
Church  of  God  afffi&s  vs  more 
then  the  frequenting  the  Sacra-* 
»entofConfeffion,;fecingwhen 
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a- man  js  in  mortal  hope, he  is  as 
it  were  bound  hand  and  foots* 
wholly  difabled  from  doing  any 
good  ) and- when  he  repay. res  to 
Confcffion.  thofe  bonds  are  bror 
£en,  and  he  is  rellored  to  liberty 
agaiaejand  fo.eertainly.finnesare 
nothing  elie  but  fo  many  chained 
which  tye  vs  as  it  were  vnto  the 
gates  of  hel,. and  fo  the  Prieh  in 
the  g&of  Absolution  fayes ; l ah* 
feint  the*  from  thy  f tines  •>  and  a 
• mighty  power  the  ConfefTours 
hath,  or  rather  a mighty  loue  our 
Sauiour  hath  of  vs  to  inftru£t  & 
furnish  them  with  fo  great  as 
$U}>P!sr  a$  they  hane.  We  feejfay 
the  hojy  Fathers,  when  a Cri» 
minal  confeflfed  his  finnes  vnto 
an' earthly  Iudge,  he  is  condem- 
ned for  iy,  b#t  the  Contrary  hap*-  . 
pens  th$  tribunal  of  the; 

Church” 
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Church,  Where  thePrieft  preiP 
des  and  reprefehts  the  perfon  of 
our  Sauiour  Chrift  himfelfe : For 
thofe  who  confeife , goe  away 
wholy  acquired  and  abfolued. 

Al  good  Chriftians  then,  as 
foone  as  they  are  falne  into  mor- 
tal finne,  are  prefently  to  procure 
to  purge  themfelues^of  the  foule 
flaine  of  it  at  the  fountaine  of 
Confeffion  •,  and  if  we  be  fo  ca- 
reful when  the  leaft  fpott  appea- 
res  vpon  our  garments  , to  washe 
it  out  *,  how  much  more  careful 
ought  we  to  beto  washe  out  the 
blemishes'of  our  foule?  for  the 
which , although  Contrition  may 
fuffice  accompanied  withafirme 
purpofe  of  Confeffion , not  with 
Handing  who  can  fecure  his  Con- 
fcience  whether  he  hath  had  true 
Contrition  or  no , Of  that  rather 


find  feme  the  2?.ZJ.  fttary,  lfy 
it  hath  not  been  a greefe  leffe  per-* 
fe&  for  his  finnes  proceeeding 
rather  from  the  feare  of  punish- 
ments then  a true  loue  of  God 
Almighty  ,as  it  ought  to  do  *,  fuch 
as  theDiuines  cal  Attrition , nei- 
ther fufficient  of  it  felfe  to  deli- 
uer  vs  from  our  fins,  nor  confti- 
tute  vs  in  the  ftate  of  Grace , nor 
confequetly  to  ftee  vs  from  dam- 
nation should  we  dye  in  that 
ftate  of  mi  nde*,  whereas  but  ioyne 
it  with  Confeffion  , and  it  i’s 
aboundantly  fufficient,  the  Sacra- 
ment fupplying  al  that  was  wan- 
ting to  it  of  true  Cottition.  Who 
fees  not  then  the  vertue  of  this 
Sacrament , and  how  neceflary  it 
is  for  our  faluation  ? For  which 
caufe , theferuants  of  Aim.  God 
were  euer  exceeding  careful  to 
Confeffe  them  euen  of  their  ligh- 
ten 
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teft  faults , efpecially  night  the 
article  ©f  their  deaths  , at  which 
tyme,  although  they  hadledfuch 
Saint-like  liues  ,as  it  hath  plea- 
fed  God  to  teftifie  it  euen  by  mi- 
racle » yet  being  to  approach  to 
the  foueraigne  purity , they  ima- 
gined could  neuer  be  pure  enough 
And  f©  a certaine  learned  Au- 
thour  fay  es , that  a foule  in  Grace 
at  its  feparation  from  its  body  if 
it  should  but  fee  the  leaft  blemish 
©f  venial  finnes  adhearing  to  it,, 
would  be  fo  ashamed  of  it,  as  ra- 
- ther  the  to  appeare  with  it  before 
the  face  of  Aim.  God  , it  would  - 
volutarily  plunge  it  felf  into  Pur- 
gatory there  to  be  eleanfed  front 
it,  nay,  which  is  more,  woderfuly 
he  fay  es  that  should  an  Angel  def- 
cend  thither  vnto  it  while  it  were 
fufferihg  the  sharpeft  and  moll 

exquifite 
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^xquifite  torments  there , Sr. putt 
it  to  its  choice  to  go  to  heauen 
with Tome  blemish  of  finne  vpon 
it  , pr  xemaine  there  purging 
from  it  til  the  day  of  doome  •,  the 
foule  without  any  demurr  vpon 
it > would  make,  ele&ion  of  the 
laft , thereby  tp  render  it  felfe 
inore  worthy  the  fight  of  God 
whom  it  loues  fo  weLwho  cannot 
endure  any  obied  of  impurity. 
The  purity  of  hart  then  being  a 
thing  of  fo  Angular  recommenda- 
tion with  the  Queene  of  heauen. 
Jet  al  who  prof ms  themfelues  her 
iferuants  fieeke  to  purch&fe  it,  and 
- pprehafing  it  once  embrace  it 
with  al  their  mightyto  which  end 
Jett  them  know  , that  according 
to  the  opinion  of  al , there  is  no 
•moi;e  efficacious  way  to  do  it, 
then  that  of  the  Sacrament  of 

Confeffion 
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Confeflion  j the  benefits  of  it  are 
fo  many,  that  they  are  impoifible 
to  be  reckoned  vp;  For  thofe  who 
confefle  often,  heape  grace  open 
grace,purity  bn  purity,  beauty  on 
beauty,  and  make  thernfelues  the 
greateft  treafure  of  it  in  heaueftj 
thofe  who  confefle  often,  haue  a 
morevigilateyetothe  coferuing 
of their  cofcience  in  purity, which 
in  the  fountaine  of  penance  they 
fo  lately  purified , thofe  who  Co- 
fefle  often  haue  a fpecial  care, not 
to  fal  into  thofe  fins  for  shame, 
from  which  fo  lately  their  Gon- 
feflors  help’t  them  out  5 thofe 
who  confefle  otten  , make  more 
eafily  the  examen  of  theitCon- 
fciences,andgoe  with  lefFe  diffi- 
culty to  Confeflion,  and  are  Bet- 
ter difpofed  to  the  reeeiuing  of 
our  Sauiour  Chrift  in  the  Sacrai 

tnent 
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merit  of  the  Alas.  In  fine  i thofe 
who  confelfe  often  enioy  both 
day  and  night  great  tranquil- 
lity of  mind  which  • only  ac- 
companies a pure  Conference, 
and  is  the  greateft  blefling  in  the 
world*  , 

This  the  (acred  Catechifme  con- 
fines where  it  fay  es  *,  Thofe  whit 
holily  and  religioufly  receive  this  ho- 
ly Sacrament  acquire  by  it  a great 
tranquillity  of  Confcience3  accompa- 
nied with  as  great  content , of  mind 
and  hart.  But  what  needs  other  te- 
ftiraoneisofthis,  than  experiece 
it-felfe?  How  vnwillingly  they 
go  to  Confelfion , who  haue  their 
confidence  charged  with  a long 
reckoning  of  fins?  how  ful  of  fad- 
nes  and  anxiety  ? how  heauie  the 
burthen  of  them  feemes  to  be, til 
Being  lightened  of  it  at  laft  by 

Confefsion 
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ConfeflioD,  how  great  Confola- 
tion  do  they  feele  then  in  their 
foules.  ^ ho  w c h earful  they  are  £ 
how  embraced  with  the  loue  of 
God  for  which-  now  they  could  be 
eontentto  die , who  before -cared 
^not  to  liue  for  it  ! and  if  the  prh- 
&ife  ofthis  do  ©ften-bccttrr,  Oft! 
how  happy  cfoe  they*  lead  their 
dayes  on  earth  euenas  they  were 
in  another  faeaaen : to  partieipat- 
of  th«  fogreaf-a  benefit  no  Chri- 
ftian  if  he  ripely  confidered  it-, bar 
would  goe  a thoufand  and  athou- 
land  miles,  rather  then  want  fo; 
great  a commodity , how  much 
the  greater  fhame  is  it  then  for 
thofe , who  vowcfeMe  hetto  ffiftr 
fower  or  fine  paces  out  of  their 
way,  to  difcharge  themfolues  of 
the  burthen  of  their  finnes*  And| 
yet  inhfcW'farr  worfe  effete  are 

thofe 


. Google 


& firm  tin 

thofe , who  remaine  Hue  or  ten 
yeares  without  this  benefit , how 
may  we:  imagine  do  the  Angels 
in  heanendepiorefo  great  areteh- 
lefaes  ? of  this  fort  how  many* 
wicked  liuers  are  there , who  pre- 
tend foroe  deuotion  to  the  B.  Vir- 
gin,as  faying  their  beades, falling 
on  faturdayes  in  her  honour , and 
the  like  : who  for  the  reft  neuet 
think  of  beauen  , or  of  timely 
tepenting  them  for  their  linnes. 

Of  whom  what  f liould  we  faie, 
and  of  their  cruelty  to  their  owne 
foules  , whole  cheifeft  content- 
ment they  fo  lightly  prize  ? Cen- 
tainly  we  could  wifhe  they  would 
ffrleaft  ('fince  they  make  profef- 
lion  of  feralng  herVbefoeeh  the 
B.  Virgin-  among  ft  their  other 
deueittons  ,to  obtain*  for  them 

•f  her.  B- Sonne  a true  knowledge 
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and  contrition  for  their  finns; 
which  if  they  doe  with  a Sorrow- 
ful hart  indeed , without  doubt 
she  wil  grant  them  their  requeft, 
and  it  wil  be  amaine  difpofition 
for  them  to  obtaine  the  diuine 
Grace,  feeing(  astheDiuinesaf- 
firme  ) the  worses  of  charity  al- 
thoughdone  in  mortal  finne,haue 
yet  the  force  to  difpofe  the  fin- 
ner  vnto  Grac£,and  Consequent- 
ly vnto  eternal  life.  An  exam- 
ple of  which  , it  being  ful  of  rare 
document  befides , out  of  the  Se- 
cond part  of  the  Frier  Minors 
Chronicles  we  thought  good  to 
record. 

. Two  Frier-Minors  going  from 
theConuent  of  Paris  in  the  depth 
of  winter , were  befides  the  ditty 
yrayes  fo  incommodated  with  co- 
tinual  fhowers  of  raine,asthe 
. , elder 
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elder’  of  the  w#  towards  the  eue- 
ning  wholy*tired  out^  fayd  vnto 
his  Companion ; My  deare  bro- 
ther , what  fhai  we  do.?  I amdo 
weary  that  I am  fcarce  able  to 
ftirr  a footfej  alas , Father,:  fayd 
the  other  ,,  we  cAnnot  remain# 
heere  ih  themiddeft  of  this  foul# 
Weather  and  fowler  wayes,  why?' 
anfwcred  the  father  againe ) it 
feemes  to  me  I fpye  a houfe  fome 
quarter  of  a league  hence,  where 
perhaps  we  may  be  lodged  for 
God  Aim*  fake;  I know  it  wel, 
faid  the  father,  but  it  wil  be  ill 
coming  thither  for  vs , the  Mai- 
fter  of  it.  being  a wicked  man,  no 
frein,dto  God,nprtohis  feruants, 
and  fi?th  an  enemie  to  himfelf,  as 
for  theCe  30.  yeares  ( as  the  re- 
port goes)  he  hath  neper  been  at 
Confeiftonj  hoWfo#uer;(  fayd  the 
I Father 
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Father)  let  vs  goef  ferthere  is  no 
remedy  now arid  God  is  •neuer- 
wanting  to  his  feruants  at  fuch 
Bcceifitous  times  as  this-#  So  they 
fett  onto  wards  the  houfe , where 
beingcarrined , and  asking  a lod- 
ging forGod  Aim*  fakej  the  Mi- 
lt tes  of  this  place  moued  with 
-companion  to  fee  them  in  filch 
pitious  plight  , tould  them  her 
husband  was  forth  a hunting,  and 
for  her  felfe  she  was  delirotts  to 
accoiinmodat  them  with  alhet 
hart  ,butif  her  husband  came  to 
haue  notice  of' it,  either  of  them 
should  in^urr  4his!  greeuous  dif- 
pleafuro  by  it*  she  for  receiuing 
them;,  and  they  for'being  recei- 
ued , but  come  what  Would  she 
durft  not!  deny  them  for  God 
Aim*,  fake,  and  -had  'lather  then! 
fal  into  his  difplealure  , incure 
’ her 


HrfiructkeB.  X)M*ry.  J$f 
hit.  husbands  by  it  a thoufand  ti- 
mes* foshee  entertained  them  ii* 
a more  remote  part  of  the  houfej 
with  the  greateft  fecrecie  and 
•charitie  she  could*  I-nthetneane 
timevher husband  returning  from 
the  <?hace  ? finding  al  things  pre- 
paredagaihfc  his  -coming  ftortie, 
fatedowpe  to /upper  j where  he 
was  plentiously  ferued  , whilft 
the  goodnes  of  his  appetite  equa- 
led thegoodnes  oft  he  prouifionf 
his  wifeconfidtring  the  wants  of 
the  poore  Religious  men  , irl 
comparifon  of  the  plenty  whicljt 
was  there , could  not  but  exprefld 
fome  forrow  for  it  in  her  counte- 
nance ; whi«ch her  husband  ob(er*« 
uing,as1cedher  wherefore  she  was 
fo  lad?  and  she  .a  while  excufing 
lier  felfe,,xt  laft  hemore  & mote 
Sinportunlng  her  she  plainly 
- 1 r 1 X tould 
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tould  hifn^yppn  his  promifebe 
would  not  .be  .plfended  with  itj 
how,  she,  (had  . entertayned . thofe 
ppore  Religious  men  ib  their  ex* 

treame  necessity  for  God  Aim* 
fake,  preferring  by  it  the  feare  of 
God  before  the  feare  of  him , and 
how  whilft  they:  by  the  fire  fide 
Were  plentioufly  feafting  it,thofe 
^poore  foules  pinched  .with  hun- 
Sjer  & cold  were  ready  to  ftarue 
to  ^eath.j,  the  copafsipn  of  whofe 
incoromodities  .with  reflexion 
op  their  commodities  the  while, 
made. her  fofad  and  forrowful  in 
her  minde?  apd  hailing  this  diftro- 
uered  with'tlea^es;in  her  eyes*  her 
jiusband  was  A5  moped  thereat,  as 
he  prefently  arofp  from  the  table,  I 
and  commandiBg  they  should  be 
roome  ^he.him- 
felf  .tfent  put.to^eete  ^hem  ,and 
. • 1 .t  1 Wei- 
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WfeJcomed  them  with  fuch  fifties 
pfaffe<frion.,as  for  his  owh6  mo- 
ther he  could  not  haueexpreffed 
more*  this  mouedthe  wonder  of 
al  that  were  prefent  there,  but 
much,  more  that  which’  follow*, 
eth  *,  when  he  feeing  their  gar- 
ments hang  al  frozen  ftiffe  about 
them , and  their  feete  and  leggs 
.chapt  through,  the  extremity  of 
cold,  was fomoued thereat,  as  h;”j 
prefently  feating  them  by  the  fire 
caufed  a bath  of  hottwaterto  be 
brought, and  he  hi mfelfe  washed 
their,  feete  : then  after; he  had  ra 
while  .refreshed  them  there,  he 
comanded  a chamber  next  his 
owne  to  ,be  prepared  for  them; 
whither  hauing  conduced  them 
he  addrefsing  himfelfe  votd  the 
father  fayd i My  good  father , re- 
value me  I beieech  you  in  cur- 
I 5 tefy 
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:te|y  j whether  one  who  -hath  If- 
uedal  his  life  a greeuous  finner, 
and  yet  hath  neuer  Confeft  him 
his&finosjmay  poffibly  beiaued? 
There  is  no  doubt  3 Sir  , anfwe- 
JK?d  the  Religious  man,  but  who- 
ioeuer  with  r eqiiifite  penance  for 
his  finns,  faci  sites.  the  k^lice  of 
<Alm.  God , may  arriue  at  Jaft  to- 
]bis  faJuatioru , for  fo  God-  hath 
iay  $S:  «4fi  wkM&time  footer  d finite* 

< shal  repent  him  of  his . fihnes  y he  - 
should line:  If  it  be  fo,  replied  the- 
Gentleman,for  Gods  (ake  oblige 
me  fo  much  as  to  heare  my 
Gonfeflion**.  the  good  father  ex- 
ceeding weary  and'  oppreft 
With-  fleepe  , confidering  it  a 
worke*  of  much  time , to  heare 
the  Gonfeflion , of  fuch  a one  as 
he , encouraging  him  in  his  good 
dfefires , defired  him  to  deferf  it 
' r -<  * til 
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til  morning , when  he  might  at 
better  leifure  examine' his  Cori- 
fcience, and  confidermore  matu-- 
rely  of  what  he  was  to  da-,  but 
-who  can  alfure  me,  anfwered  the 
Gentleman  v to  line  til  the  mor- 
ning? but  for  that , sb  it  pleafeth 
Goa,  and  fo  be  retired  him  to  his 
reft ; meane  while  the  Religious 
man  moued  with  an  extraordina- 
ry folicitud  of  this  his  new  Con- 
verts laiuation , was  no  fooner  at 
priuacy  in  his  chamber.,  but  ca- 
lling himfelf  vpon  his  knees , he 
■befought  Alim  God  to  cfifpofeal 
that  concerned  him 'for  his  grea- 
ter good^andthe^feupofi  be  tooke 
•himfelf  to  his  bed  s where  ih  the 
profound  oes  of  his  fleepe  ,hebe- 
heldin  bifion,  the  AngetSarid  dr- 
uels  at  greai  d ebitj  abfriit  the  fdule 
dif  thiiGeiltktftah heWttyxledea- 
I 4 fed-. 


ligitized  by  CjOO^Ic 


zoo  jiMtthod  to  iouc 
fed  j the  one  challenging  it  to  be 
theirs,  the. other  denying  it ; the 
diuels  alleadging  for  their  fide 
fhe  manyartd  greeuous  crimes  he 
had  corpitted  in  his  life  > the  An- 
gels for  theirs , fome  (light  and 
.few  good  wbrkes  which,  he  had 
done,  but  with  foe  litle  fucceflfe 
as  the  Iudge  was  euen  vpon  the 
point  of  giuing  iudgement  for  his 
condemnation, when  his  Angel 
Guardianinterpofed  andfayd;  I 
bcfeech  your  diuine  Maieftie , re- 
member ( what  I had  almoft  for- 
got) the  charitable  entertaiment 
he  gaue  to  thofc  Religious  men 
but  yefter-mght*  and  T rfruft  it 
wil  more  theft  incite  you  to  par- 
don. hina  j.  at  this  the  Iudge  de- 
murring, at  laftiin.eohfideraitioh 
of  this.one  a®  o£hj$,be  gaue  fen- 
tence  jfor  his  faluation,  ahd  &ihis 
' i ' , > accu- 
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accufers  departed  fruftrat  of  their 
intents.Heef  thevifion  vanifhed, 
and  the  Religious  man  flatting 
out  of  his  fleepe  , called  to  his 
Companion  faying  : My  brother, 
my  brother , the  Gentleman  of 
this  houfe  is  dead,  and  which  is 
more,  is  faued-,  and  heere  he  re* 
lated  to  him  the  whole  progreffe 
of  his  vifion.Hereupon  they  both 
rofe  and  calling;  to  them  of  the 
houfe , '.aduertifed  them  of  .what 
had  happened , telling  them  for 
eertaine  that  the  Maifter  of  . the 
place  was  dead  : at  this  , al  were 
Wonderfully  amazed  , . and  his 
wife  the  moft  afBi&ed  woman  in 
•the  world , not  fo  much  for  his 
temporal  ■ death , as  his  eternal, 

• which  w ith  good  caufe'she  feared} 
.til  the  Religious  alfured  her  that 
he  was  fauedjand  that  by  the(fjiuvi 
- I v mea- 
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meanes  he  came  to-  the  know- 
ledge of  his.  death , by  the  fame 
he  vnderftoodof  his  eternal  life*  . 
So  a great  part  of  her  forrow 
being  taken,  away,,  the  reft  Che 
beftowed  vpon  his  Obfequies,  al . 
thateither  knewhisdife  or  deaths 
adrairingihitthe  wonderful  mer- 
cies  of,  AlanGod.  - 

Eromthis  Example. let  finners- 
take  Inftra&ion  , to  be  alwayes 
charitable  to  the  poorer  & though  ,* 
their  finnes  be  neuer  fo  many , yet- 
neuer  to  defpaire  of  the  fweet- 
goodnesc  of  Aim.  God , but  chei- 
ily  lot  them  learne  from  hence, to 
correfpomktothe  Infpirations  of 
Aim.  God , and  preuayle  them- 
felues>  of  the  occasions  offered 
them  by  fauourable  hearten , for 
their  conuerfions  & eternal  goodf 
fot  fbdid  this  Gentleman  both  im 

wil 
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Vil  intreating  the  Religious  by 
‘ the  Infpireriient  or  Aim.  God,  Sc 
in  concerni  ng  a fir  me  purpofe 
for  the  GonfeSng  of  his  finnes, 
Vhich  nothing  but  death  could 
hinder  the  performance  of. 

' — — — — _ 

The  Continuation  of  the 
Fourth  Condition  j Which 
is  the  frequent ation  of  the 
Sacrament  oftheEucha - 
' rifi.  j;  • 7; 

S theferuantsofthe 
B.  Virgin  then  to 
prefer ue  their  harts 
and  mindes  in  purii. 
ty , ought  often  to 
Confeflc:fo4ikewiie  to  increafe 

it 
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it  in  their  fouks,the  more  to  illu^ 
-fixate  their  tnihdes , & v nite  their 
harts  more  neare  to  Aim.  God  j 
ought  they  to  frequent  the  Sacra- 
pient  of  the  Euehariftjwhere  God 
is  glorioufly  & fill  of  al  fweetnes 
imparting  of  himfelf,  no  other- 
wife  then  he  doth  vnto  the  B.fou- 
les  in  heauen.  And  who  can  ima- 
gine the  hundreth  part  of  the 
greatneffesj  maruaHes  ,andfuper- 
abundant  addantages , whichac- 
crew  to  thofc  who  receive  this 
ineffable  Sacrament  , much  Jeflfe 
expreffe  it  in  their  difcourfe  and 
wordes  .?;for  the  other  Sacramets,. 
confer* -grace  ’tts  true , to  thofe 
• who  worthily  participat  of  thenij 
but  thisis  the  fountaine  of  grace, 
from  whence  it  fprings,  which 
confequently  in,  mote  plentib^s 
manner  is  communicated  heare^ 

the. 
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v the  others  come  from  God,  but 
^ in  this,  is  God  himfelfe,  the  Au- 
thour  of  al  grace  and  of  al  the 
Sacraments , and  thefburce  of  al 
©ur  -good  j others  are  meanes  to 
bring  vs  vnto  God,  but  this  is  the 
End  and:  brings  God  vnto  vs  j al 
the  fan&ity  of  the  reft  only  helT 
ping  to.diipofe  to  the  fan&ity  oT 
this.  With  good  reafon  then  S. 
Diony fius  the  Areopagice,  ftiles 
it  , the  perfeHiue  and  cdnfentatiiie 
Sacrament,  feeing  it  is  the  perfe- 
(ftionandconfummationof  al  th$ 
reft.  H ■ 

Amongft  ahthe  motiues  that 
should  incite  vs  to  the  frequenta- 
tiort  of  this  B.  Sacrament,  none, 
me  thinks,  shouldbe  more  effica- 
cious, then  our  BiLadyes  fo  often 
freqaehtibg  it , by  which  with  a 
. aeale  incredible  she  day  ly  (.  as  it, 

were)- 
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Were ) eivwonabcd  her  B.  Sonne 
ag^iue  * according  to  the  great 
Albert , S.  Antonine,  Sotus,  and 
the  learned  Suarezv  nbr  can  any 
without  ftrange  temerity  call  it 
in  queftion,  who  but  confiders 
her  ( as  f he  was  indeed  the  light 
and  paterne  of  thole  primitiue 
Times  , in  which  the  B-  Sacra- 
ment was  fo  frequented,  as  Saint 
Lqke  writes  of  them  *,  They  per- 
ftuered  in  the.  Temple  in  prayers  and* 
the  Communion  of  breaking  irtad.  ' 
^ And  as  for  the.  Apoltles  ,’its 
ofertaine  they  al  were  Preifts  and 
Aishops  ordained  and  cftablis- 
hed  by  Iefut  ckriii  aindlConfe- 
qpently  according  to  their  fun- 
&ion»-confecrated  and  receiued 
the  Body  of  our  Lord  : I haue  re* 
eeiuedif  our  Lord  that  “which  I haue 
gitmyou , ( fayes  the  great  Apo- 
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Ole  S . Paul  of  himfelfe  j And  S. 
Andrew  anfwered  refolutly  to 
the  Proconful  exhorting  him  to 
Idolatry,  ;■  I fieri  fee  dayly  to  the 
God  omnipotent y-yeho  is  the  only  true 
God-y  not  fhe  fmoky  of  incenfe , nor 
&e  flesh  and  blond  of  be afts  , but  the 
immaculat  lamb , of  whofe  flesh  and 
blond  aithe  faithful  do  eate  and  drin £ 
that  which  was  immolated  3,yet  re~ 
mayning  entire  andalitte.  S,  Albert, 
a deuout  feruant  of  the  BV  V irgin 
delcends  more  to  particulars,  and 
fayes , that  Si  Iohn  was  her  ordi* 
nary  Preift  , &om  whofe  hands 
fhe  communicated  and  receiued 
the  Sacrament  , that  fhe  conti- 
nued this  deuotion  al  her  life, . 
and  at  her  death  procured  to  haue 
miniftred, vnto  her.  But  who  can- 
imagifte  the  excefliiienes  of  her 
dguotion  in  receiuing  it?  Since  if 

feme.- 
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fome  Saints  were  fo  deuout  when 
they  came  vnto  it,  as  they  rauish- 
ed  the  beholders  in  an  admira- 
tion, can  we  doubt  but  fhe  fur- 
pafled  them  in  it , who  furpaffed 
them  by  fuch  infinite  degrees  in 
the  liuely  apprehenfion  and  vn- 
derftandtng  ofthe  thing.  S.  Ga- 
therin  of  Sienna  when  fhe  would 
exprelfe  to  her,  ConfelFarius  the 
ardent  defire  fhe  had  tocommu- 
nicat  of  this  Sacrament  , Would 
only  fay  fhe  hung  red , and  he  vn- 
derftoodher  meaning  ftrait,&nd 
hatting-  receiued  it  according  to 
her  defire  , f he  would  rfcmaine 
fome  fiue  or  fixe  houres  after- 
wards in  extafie.  Our  S.  Francis 
did  fo  burne , nay  euer  dye  with 
the  defire  thereof,  as  thofe  who 
beheld  him  in  the  A&  of  Com- 
muni  eating,  were  aftonifhed  at 
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his  feruour  in  it,  and  none  could 
behould  him  without  hauing  the 
fire  of  deuotion  enkindled  in  the- 
ielues  the  while  he  feerhed  fo  ine- 
briated with  it  and  tranfported 
with  the  ioy , and  fo  great  was  his 
■reuerencc  of  it , as  only  it  was 
that , which  made  him  abftaine 
from  Preift-hood,  when  once  be- 
feeching  Aim*  God  by  ardent 
prayer  to  declare  vnto  him  what 
his  pleafure  was  in  that  particu- 
lar, an  Angel  appeared  vnto  him 
with  a violl  in  his  hand  ful  of 
pure  and  chriftallin  liquor  faying 
vnto  him  j'Behold,Francis,thofe 
who  dueiy  adminiiter  the  B.  Sa- 
crament , ought  to  be  as-  cleane 
in  hart,  and  as  free  from  blemish 
in  their  foul esr,  3s  this  iiquour  is 
fromalfoulnes  & imputity.With 
which  apparition  he  was  fo  con-^ 

firmed 
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firmed  in  his  humility  as  they 
could  neuer  induce  him  to  any 
further  Orders  then  he  had* 

And.S.  Clare  of  the  fame  time' 
with  him,  had  no-  lgffie  deuotion 
to  this  Sacrament*  as  it  appeared 
in  that  fhce  newer  approched  vnto 
it,  but  with  her  eyes  drowned  in 
teares , whileft  her  hart  was  bur- 
ning in  deuotion,  But  what  won- 
der that  men  goe  to  it  with  fo  pro-  | 

found  fubmiffion  and  reuerence^ 
when  euen  the  Angels  & diuel^ 
adore  and  reutrence  it/ 

The  B*  Brother  Stephen  (.  at 
it  is  recorded  iri  the  Chronicle* 
of  our  Order , celebrating  ' Maffe 
one  day  with  great  guift  and  de*  i 
notion , the  Acolothite  who  afc 
fitted  him  falling  a deep,  hauing  f 
been  ouer-watched  the  ni£ht  be*  ] 
jfores  Two  deuout  women  being 

prefent 
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prefer#  at  Maflfe , beheld  at  the 
time  gf  Eleuation  two  Angels  in 
raoft  beautious  shapes  with  tor- 
ches in  their  hands  performing 
the  Office  the^  while  of  him  that 
ilept  i and  when  the  Eleuation 
was  dohe  > after  their  jmcdl  pro- 
found references  they  difappea- 
red  •,  This  to  their  great  admira- 
tion thefe  deuout  women  obfer- 
ued.  > 

: Eut  what  wonder  if  the  An- 
gels honour  and  reuerence  their 
eternal  King,  when  euen  the Di- 
ncls  themfelues  euen  do  it , as  is 
rnanifcft  in  their  ftorye.  follow- 
ing : In’  Germany  there  was  a 
certaine  Virgin  polfeflfed  by  the 
Diuel , who  before  this  lamenta- 
ble accident  I was -of  raiie  vertue 
and], fingukr  piety  * It  happened 
once  as  she  was  iflhing  forth  of 
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the  Church  with  diiiers  bthdfs^ 
a preift  paflCedby  • , bearing  the  B. 
Sacrament  to  the  ficke , when  al 
the  people  fell  on  their  knees 
reuerently  adoring  it , except  a 
certaine  lew  who  was  there 
amongH  thereft  \ whichthis  Vir- 
gin fpying  'she  approached  vnto 
him,  and  ftrikirig  him  fayd;  thou 
wicked  mifereant , why  doft  thou, 
not  adore  the  Creatour  and  Lord 
pf  al  § The  lew  replyed  ( moued 
with  the  indignity  of  thething,) 
.we  are  obliged  to  the  acknowled- 
gement but  of  one  God  a lone, 
and  why  then  would  you  haue 
me  reuerece  this  , of  which  there 
are, as  many  as  there  are  Hofts 
confecrated  in  the  world  ? the 
pofleffed  perfon  hearing  this, 
tooke  a Siue , and  holding  it  be- 
fore bis  eies  > bidd  him  regard 
t • the 
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the  Sunne  , arid  then  askt  him,' 
how  many  Suhs-he  fawe.?whe 
thec  as  many  as ’ there  were  bfea- 
mes  that  came  through  ^the  hue, 
or  only  one  , from  whence  al 
thofe  beames  were  deriued? 
thinke  me  not  fo  fimpie  yfayd  the 
lew  j as  not  to  know  there  is  but 
oneonly  Sunne  more  fimple 
thou  art  then  , anfwered  she 
againe  ,to  beleeue  that  we  haue 
more  Gods  then  one  j’  though-'fo 
many  Hoftf  as  thou  fee&  ede 
where  deriud  themfehies  from 
his  diuinity \ and  at  this  the  IeW 
confounded  left  the  place.  ' ‘ 

- -The  B.  V irgin  not  bnlya&orVd 
this  B.  Sacrament  j oh'fcarth, 
but  now  in  heauen  a&ually  Con-' 
tinues  h§?  Adoration.;  which  we’ 
may  .coi^Hne  by  a;  ftorye  taken 
out  p^Ymeentius  hiY  Mirrour- 

Hiftorial 
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Hiftorial  the.;  1 7.  booke , confir- 
med by:  diners  other  Authors  of 
worthy^credatiirdserewas , fayes 
he,  a Ourattof  oidUife , addi&ed 
tq  his  pteafurss,  ahd  ooe  who  Hu- 
died/  more  d tor  flay  and'  ki  1 his 
flqck,«h^a  Supfeod;  them  ^hap- 
pened incHis  parosb^t  the  feme 
tyme’ihere-folficke  a fict&  Gent- 
leman of.  prime  quality  , and  a 
poqre  widow:  of  a.  vertttOus  life-, 
thereat  choahng  rather  to  vifie 
the,GetIemao(as  one  from  whoa* 
there  was  feme  what  to  be  ho- 
pedfor  •) left  the  widow  without 
help  abandoned:  and  after  he  ba<f 
difpafcch't  with  him, (lightly  hea- 
ring bis<Coofeffioii  and  admini- 
firing  thb  other  I>acram6ts,yet  he 
remairiedlingering  there  fo  long 
impcmently  flattering  theGent- 
ieman  IwitHhcpd  of  lifeltHdugfr 
■ • - he 
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he  eueo  daw  death  in  bis  Coun- 
tenance', { only  in  bopeOfTome1 
temporal  benefitt ) Vhtilthe  wi-; 
daw  mindful  of  her  eternal  good/ 
fent  for  him  being  ahnoft  m he/ 
laft  Agonie : but  he  ftieking  faft 
there  , in  hope  ©f  jgaine  ',  could 
not  be  drawne  from  thericej 
which  hisVicar  pereeiuing , mo- 
iled with  compaflian-,  alaffe  Sir^ 
fayd  he,  futfer-  not  this  poore  wo- 
man to  dy  e thus  deftifcutebfhcljpj 
but  atfealf  fefld  me  thitHef:  if  yoii 
wil  not  goe  your  ielfel  Gber,  it 
you  wil,fayd- he,  for  my  part'I 
wil  riot  ldaue  this  Gentleman 
where  there  is  hope  of  lb  me  what 
to  begott,  to' Vi  lit  a begger  wfterb 
there  is  nothing  but  niifery  : he- 
reupon the  Vicar  Went  With  the 
JL 'Satrament  fdr  !her  Viaticum* 
to  vide  this  infirme  creature,poof 

indeed 
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indeed  of  worldly  riches , but  ri-  % 
che  in  heaueply  , without  which 
alis  pouerty  : and  he  was  no  foe- 
ner  ar,riued  atthe  doore  , where 
the  poore  foule  lay  only  vpona 
litle  ftraw  j but  he  beheld  the  glo- 
rious Queene  of  heauen,  accom- 
panied with  innumerable  trOopes 
of  Angels  and  Virgins , aflifted 
at  her  happy  departure,  at  the 
light  of  which  the.Vicarfufpeded 
In  his;thqughts  a while  , whether 
he  should  enter  or  .no , at  . laft  re-> 
•Bedring  from  his  owne.  vnwbr-i 
tnines  on  the  dignity  of  him  who 
was  in  the  Sacrament' which  he 
brought  with  him, he  confidently 
entred  in , when  the  B.  Virgin 
and  .al  her  Glorious  trayne  with 
humble  reuerence  adored  it , and 
presently,  vanished  away.  When 
the  good  Yjca^in  e^tt^me  con- 

folation 
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Elation  approchedto  the  Coach 
where'the  poore  widow  lay,  and 
having  heard  her  Confefsion  and 
communicated  her  , the  happy 
loule  prefently  loofened  from 
its  mortal  bones  , tooke  flight 
immediatly  to  heauen. 

In  the  mcane  while,  things  fuc- 
ceeded  cleane  cotrary  at  the  riche 
mans  houfej  whither  the  Vicar 
was  no -fooner  returned , but  he 
beheld  the  Gentlemans  bed,  al 
incircled  in  with  ougly  black  fpi- 
rits , with  horrible  noyfe , skree- 
kings,and  roarings  affrighting  of 
his  ioule , whiled  he  cried  outin. 
horrible  difmay  : helpe  , helpe, 
my  freinds  , thefe  wicked  fpirits 
are  haling  me,  and  with  theirgri- 
pe$  they  euen  preffe  me  to  the 
hart;  alaffe  l lama  loft  and  mife- 
f'able  man : and  at  iaft , whilft  the 

K Cura 
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Curat  and  the  reft  were  labda- 
ling  in  vajne  to  comfort  him , his 
jking  foule  wealry  of  thpfe  mo- 
mentary and  painful  gripes , if- 
fuing  out  of  its  body  was  rece> 
uedby  thoie  Feinds  >and  carried 
where  was  nothing  but  eternal 
torments. 

Imagine  but  what  impreffious 
the  whileft  the  concurrancy  of 
thefe  two  V itions  made  in  the 
heart  of  the  good  V icar , and  how 
deuautly  after-wards  he  reueren- 
ced  the  B.  Sacrament. , hauing 
feene  with  what  denotion  the  B. 
Virgin  did  it,  and  al  her  heauehJy 
traine;  At  leaft  , the  profeffed 
feruants  of  this  B,  Virgin  ought 
to  make  their  prpfitt  of  this  tx- 
ample,  and  learne  from  thence 
to  reuerence  the  B.  Sacrament* 

and  alfo  toc  bane  the  often  recei' 
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«ii}g  of  it. in  highe  efteeme;  not 
'Withjftandipg  the  friuolous  ©pi- 
n]anS‘of  iome>  who  hold  it  -an  ip- 
tetltoence  the  often  frequenting 
of  it  j not  conft  dering  that  it  is 
dUied  our  dayjy  -iiraady  that  SXuke 
pnd  S,  Denis  the  Areopagite  a f~ 
finoes  it  to  haae  been  the  Co. 
•ftotneoifthe  Primitiue  Chrjftias, 
to  receiue  k day  ly  with  incredi- 
ble Consolation.  For  their  better 
|nft,r  t^aion,  1 et-thena  heare  Saint 
«Ambrofe  exhorting  to  the  fre- 
^assatreeeiuing  it.?  fheferunnts  of 
*A\m*  God*  ( fayes  he  ) receive  this 
J>read  dayly fince  fayly  thou  haft 
#eed  of  ft.  for  thy  Comfort  refresh* 
?hfiftj4fld  forging  thee  fmmithy  fin* 
<WJ»»td  the  Angelical  Do&oitf 
Tbonm  fayes  ,r  That  whofed- 
#er  sxperienceth  an  increafe  of 
2 race  and  deuotion  by  their  of* 
* K a ten 
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ten  receiuing  it , both  may  "and 
oughtto  frequent  it  ftiti  , and 
that  although  it  be  Commen- 
dable. fotnetimes  for  humility 
Xo  abftaine  from  it  . Yet  it  is 
more  Commendable  but  of  k>ue 
to  receiue  it  often.  As  witnef- 
feth  that  example  of  S.  Bonauen- 
ture , who  in  his  yonger  yeares 
at  his  firft  entrance  into  the  Or- 
der of  the  Frier-Minors , out  of 
the  profbundnes  of  his  humility 
would  oftentimes  forbeare  to 
comunicatej  vntil  hearing  Maffe 
one.  day , it  pleafed  Aim.  God  to 
fend  him  a particle  of  the  Blef- 
fed  Hoft  by  the  hands  of  Angels 
to  communicate  withal,  by  this 
iinguktr  .fauour  both  rewarding 
his  humility  ,,  and  encouraging 
him  to  more  frequent  receiuing 
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And  heere  we  w|l*  ceafe-  ajl 
further  Difcourfe  of  thefe  Con- 
ditions requifit  in  the  feruants  of 
the  Blefled- Virgin , and  treate 
of  the  due  reuerence  which  wee 

owe  to  her  * and  firft  we  wil> de- 
clare-the  Excellencethereof. 


Hmt  endeth  tfot  firft  TarK 


The  fecond  Part. 


Of  the  Excellency  of thofe  Re- 
verences We  are  to  exhibit 
m honour  of  the  Qgcene; 
of  Heaven. 

CK  A PITRE  t* 

M O N G s T al  the. 
mod  noble  and  ex- 
cellent feruices  ap- 
pertaining to  the 
diuine  honour,  that 
Adoration  which  the  Diuines  cal 
Latvia,  and  which  is  only  appro- 
priat  to  God  in  regard  of  the  in- 

jinit: 
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laities  of  his  Maiefty : holdes  the 
firft  ranke  and  place.  This  adora- 
tion according  to  S.  IohnDamaf- 
tene,  confiib  in  an  mteriour  A<5fc  i 
by  which  the  Creature  teftifies 
his  fubraiflSon-vnto  his  Creatour, 
by  fome  efcteriour  figne  either  of 
vneouering^bp^ead,  boding  the 
knee , inclining  the  body,  or  the 
like.  With  this  fopreme  fort  of 
Adoration  the  three  Kings  ado 
red  the  Infant  Iefus  in  his  Mo- 
thers armes;  ~4nd  entring  the  houfe 
( fayes  S.  Mathew  ) they  found  the 
Inf, ant  with  Mary-hit mother ,&•  fal- 
ling on  the  ground  5 they  adored  him 
words  which  excell£tty  wel  decla- 
re the  greatnes  of  this  adoration* 
by  which  the  Kings  and  Mo  narks 
pf  the  earth  humbly  bow  the  head 
and  knee  vnto  the  King  and  Mo- 
narkeof  the  heauens. 

K 4 Now 
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. Now  to  fpeake  of  theradora^ 
tion  proper  to  the  B.  Virgin, the 
next  degree  to  that  of  God  , him- 
felfe , the  I>iuines  diftinguish  it 
by  the  name  of  HyperduUa  front 
the  reft  by  which  al  creatures 
both  in  heauen  and  earth  count 
it  as  honour  to  adore  the  facred 
<^ueene  of  heauen. 

According  to  the  opinion  of 
Tome  Diurnes , God  had  ho  foo- 
ner  created  the  Angels  , but  he 
Jet  them  vnderftand  , how  his  B„ 
Sonne  was  one  day  to  become 
man  , and  this  man  fhould  be 
their  God- 

Whereupon  the  B.Spirits'with 
regard  vnto  the  time, honoured 
him  as  fuch,  and  coufequently 
( as  Suares  fayes  in  followings 
Saint  Thomas  his  opinion  ) they 
Adored  his  Mother  as  her  who. 


4rid ftrut the  2. V. Mary,  i if 
\rlas  to  inueft  him  inmortal  flesh. 

. And  tis  an  approned  veritie 
of  al  the  Dolours  and  thecheife 
of  them  al  S.  Paul  * that  the 
Sonne  of  God  being  come  into 
tie  world , al  the  Angckcaraeto 
adore  him.  So  ( fayei,  he  )t vbem 
be  fent  his  fir  ft  borne  fonne  into the' 
world,  be  fayd  * Let  abtbe  •d'ngelsof 
God  adore  him And  S.  Bonauen- 
ture  and  other  t dettout  writers/ 
fayle,  that  when  the  InfantJeTus. 
was  borne  in  the  Stable ; al  the: 
Angels  in  their  feueral  Quiers 
cam&to  adore  him , and  that  per- 
haps vifibly  in  humane  shapes, 
the  more  to  honour  his  Huma- 
nity* After  which  they  did  their 
feueral  reuerences  to  his  B,  Mo- 
ther, the  one  and  the  other  ding- 
ing diuine  and  melodious  Can-, 
tides  of  prayfe. 

K j Now 
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. Now  if  the  B,  Spirits  withfuch 
profound  reuerece  adored  the  B, 
Virgin  while  she  was  yet  refident 
inthe  wor  lds  what  exceflSue  ho- 
nours may  we  imagine  do  they 
render  her  now  in  hearten,  where  t 
nextto  God  she  holds  the  feconcB 
pflace  i i rwefted'  with  i ncompar  a- 
hle  glorie’  at  the  right  hand  of  " 
her  B,  Sonne? For  my  part  lam* 
* of  opinion , that  their  mo  ft  ordi- 
nary Jeacercife  is  to  honour  the: 
Sonne  & Mother  With  .ineeflant 
adoration  v and  fo  we  read  how 
S.  Iohn  rauished  in  extafye  be- 
held the  Angels  incircling  the; 
Throne  of  God , and  falling  on 
their  faces-before  it  adoring  the 
B;  Trinity  ,aftd  the  facred  Vir- 
gin , daughter  of  the  Eternal  Fa-  * 
ther^  Mother  of  the  Sonne, and; 
fpoufe  of . the  holie  Ghpft  * by  ‘ 

which» 
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which  doth  clearly  appear e the 
excellency  o£  this  adoration, 
both  Latvia  y and  Hyptvduiia , ex- 
hibited by  al  the  Court  of  hea- 
ven vnto  their  King  and  Que en. 

• If  then  thefe  glorious  lpirits 
honour  with  fo  toueraigne  arid 
magnificent  a kind  of  Adoration 
the  Mother  of  Aim.  God,  with 
greater  reafon  ought  we  to  ho- 
nour her, by  how  much  greater 
her  fauours  and  graces  haue  been 
to  vs , then  to  them.  Let  vs  then 
honour  her  with  al  polfible  reue- 
rence,  to  shew  our  felues  grate- 
ful vnto  her  for  her  benefits : Of 
which  we  reade  a rate  and  excel-* 
lent  Example  in  Seala  call \ and  it 
is  this.  A certaine  holy  Monke 
m England  being  much  deuoted 
to  the  Queene  of  heauen  , ind 
araonglt  other  his  devotions,  v- 

fing. 
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fing  often  to  falute  her  with  pro- 
found reuete  nee,  and  bowdowne 
as  often  as  he  hardher  narae  pro- 
nounced,this  holy.  name  through- 
extremity  of  age  becoming  fo 
feeble  as  be  fcarce  could  moue 
himfelfe  or  fo  much  as  ittrre  him* 
in  his  bed the  Abbot  aflignect 
him*  one  to  attend  on  him  in  his» 
chamber  y but  he  not  being  able: 
to  be  alway  es  prefent  to  bis  occa- 
fions .y.  it  happenedithat  once  it* 
his  abfenee  he  defirousto  remoue 
himfelfe  and' hauing  twice  or? 
thrice  attempted  it  in  vaineyat* 
laft  hauing  recourfe  vntohispra-^ 
yers  befceching  the  B.  Virgins 
aflvftance, behold  f he  fodainly  ap- 
peared to  him  waited  on  by  a 
faire  traine  of  Virgins  , two  of 
which  by  appointment  fet  him 
in  that^>ofture  which  he  deiired^ 

when 
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Tphcn  theB.-Virgin,  after  she  had 
ffloft  fleetly -comforted  him  (a»r 
a pledge  of  her  deare  acceptance 
of  his.  deuotion  ) added  vnto  his- 
terme  of  life  twenty  yeares , and? 
reftored  him  tohisperfed  health- 
agalne.  A ftrarige  fauour,  whichi 
coferr’d  not  fo  much  Vnto  the  cor- 
poral vigour  of  the  man , as  it  did* 
to  his  fpiritual  in  deuoutly,  fer- 
mng.her.. 

But  in  the  laudable  exercile 
hereof,  we  are  not  fo  much  to  re- 
gard the  otward  comportment  of 
the  body,  as  the  inward  difpo&» 
tion  of  the  mind  in,  framing  a 
deuout  cdnceipt  of  the  B>  V irgin  , 
imagining  her  prefent  as  often 
as  we  exhibit  to  her  any  cor po- 
nd reuerence , and  beholding-  vs 
the  while  with  a deare  regard,, 
whereby  this  one  deuotion  will 

become 
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become  mote  familiar  eo  v$ , and 
©Ur  remembrance  of  her  more 
deare  and  cordial  , fo  as  we  fhajf 
take  pleafure  to  fpeake  with  her 
and  of  her,  on  at  occafions , and' 
more  confidently  preferr  our  pe-; 
tit  ions  to  her  in  our  neceflitiesj 
And  thisaffe&ion  whofoeuer  shal 
eonceiue  of  her  in  his  mind,  is  in> 
a mod  happy  eftate  & may  wel 
prefume  of  his  faluation , and  to 
be  one  of  the  number  of  the 
ele&v  whence  he  cannot  but  ex- 
perience an  incredible  roy  of 
minde,  fince  ( according  to  a cer- 
taide  graue  Authour :)  Zjf  then  feele- 
in  thy  hart  (fayes  He)  a fingular  af- 
feElion  and  deuotian  to  the  gloriom' 
Virgin  t it  U a ftgtie  of  thy  Pradefli - 
nation  to  eternal  Itfe^and  thou  may  ft’ 
Wei  be  glad  and  reioyct  at  it. 

Tbefeholie  motions  and  pi©ua>‘ 
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af£e&$  of  lpuej&  reuerence  were' 
fouad  *n  that  dcuout  woman , of 
tyhomit  is  recorded  in  Scalacflr, 
'That  being  of  noble  birth, though  • 
fortune  were  wanting  tro  her  no- 
bfilityiand.  hauing  tw<o  daughters, ; 
whprafhee  carefully  had  educa- 
ted in  deuotion  to  the  B.  Virgin 
' and  the  feruice  of  Aim.  God  j It 
chancedat  laft  that  their  pouer- 
ty  was  foe  great,  as  they  had  no- 
thing to  fuiiaine  their  life  ,•  nor' 
defend  them  from  the  extremity 
of  pouerty  ; at  which  the  mother 
exceedingly  affli&ed  y had  re-.-' 
ooyrfe  one  day  vnto  the  Church; 
\diefe  before  an  Iihage  of  the  B, 
Virgi  n deuOutly  kneel  ing  down, . 
f he  with  a yoke  often  interrup- 
ted with  Her  fobs  and  hghes , in 
this  manner  deuoudy  fupplicated 
her  : O moil,ht£y  V4rgin9the  refuge 
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of  fitch,  mi ferable.  cuatures  as  my 
filfe/i  behold  my  two  daughters  here  - 
which  it  hath  p lea  fid  ~4lm.  God  tor’ 
ieflowon  me  being  brought  vnto  ex~- 
ttemc  necefiity  , whom  now -I  refigne  • 
ouer  'Vnto  your  tare  and  Motherly 
Prauidence,  fince  mine  no  longer  care 
audyle  them  \ accept  them  then}  and' 
ptouide  for  them  as  you  fee  befi, fince- 
al ■ humane  protection  fayteth  mee. 
Hauing  finifhcd  her  Applica- 
tion >.  and  being  ready  to  depart 
the  Church  ; behold  a yon g 
may  of  rauifhing  feature  ( wee' 
man  wel  imagine,  fome  Angel 
fent  from  heauetr.)  preientedher 
with  a hundred  poundes  faying* 
This  money , Lady , I haue  long 
Awed  to  your  deceafed  hufband, 
pardon  rny  fo  long  delaying  the 
payment  of  it  y So  he  departed; 
and:  fhe  vnto  her  home  * where; 

with; 
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wdch  the  money  fhe  madepr’oui- 
fion  what  was  neceffairy  for  the 
adorning  'her  daughters  accor- 
ding to  their  qualky^whicbmade 
the  world  ( euer  inclined  to  ima- 
gine and  fpeakethe  worft  ) report 
them  to  haue  by  lelfe  chaft  wayes 
arriued  at  that  piety  which  itfaw 
they  had  : the  npbie . mother-  no 
fooner  had  notice  hereof ,.  but 
With  teares  in  her  eyes , calling.' 
her  daughters  to  her,  fhe  fayd 
mto  them;  My  daughters,  go  to 
the  B.  Virgin  .,  vnder  whofe  pa- 
tronage you  are  ,.and  commend; 
your  fame  and  reputation  vnto 
her,whonow-is  more  concerned 
an  it  then  I ,to  fetch  youfaire  &: 
clearly  off  againe;  they  did  fo,  & 
^with  al  the  atteftations  as  deuo- 
Jtion  could  fuggeft,  they  befeech- 
«ed; their  diuine  Miftreffe,.tt>  re- 

leiue; 
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leiue  them  in  their  fame  5as  fhfc 
had  in  their  poaerty*,  neither  was 
kin  vaioe,£orin  fhort  time  after,, 
they  became  fovertuoufly  report 
techofj  as.  the  Prince  of  the  coun-^ 
trey  moued  by  the  common  f&md 
that  vent,  of  them,  conftituted- 
them  Abbeffes  of  tvo  feu er all 
Monafteriesof  hi*  foundation. 
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fflioW  Acceptable  to  the  HlefL 
fed  Virgin  tbefe  reueren ^ 
ces  & adorations  are* 
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'Herb  is’  none  f<y 
ignorant  that  doth 
"not  know,  that  the 
more  we  honour 
■ where  it  U-deferued, 
the  more  weingratiat  oun  fellies' 
With  the  honoured.  This  fuppo-i 
led , we  hauing  in  the  precedent 
Chapter  declared  the  B.  Virg ins- 
meriting  in  the  higheft  Jcinde,; 
this  fort  of  Adoration  which  we1 
cal  HjfendulU , confequently  our 

honouring: 


ligitized  by  G O 


honouring  her  therby  cannot  but 
be  moft  grateful  and  acceptable 
to  her.  It  is  an  exercife  , as  we 
haue infinuated , pra&ifed  by  the 
Angels  themfeliies  mheaueadnd 
whofoeuer  pradifes  it  on  earth,, 
becomes  ( as  it  were  ) by  it,. 
£ quale  vmo  thenaj  Angels  ofT 
earth  in  honouring’  and  ieueren- 
cing  the  foueraigne  Queene  of 
heauen.  Neither  are  we  to  Ima- 
gine .that  honour  we  exhibit  vn- 
to  her  here,-  lefle  grateful  vnto- 
her  , then  chat  which  they  do 
there  f nay. , perhaps  there  are 
fosse  men  on  earth-  fo  zealous  inf 
her  feruice , who  acquit  thdm  fo 
wel  of  their  deuotions- and  withr 
fuch  vigour  offpirirgoereueren- 
cing  her,thattheir  feruices  to  her 
Jieere , are  more  grateful  there 
theirs. here, and  confequently  in 

their 
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■their  reward  of  glory  alfo  they 
shalout  ftripthenfarr . 

, Dul-fighted  as  we  are  then^ 
not  to  fee  of  how  gfeatgkwye  we 
depriue  oar  felues , when  we  en- 
deauour  not  in  al  we. (hay!,  to 
pleafe  the  B<  Virgin  in  honou- 
ring her.  Certainly , to  faft , td 
Watch  i to  weare  hay?cloth , fay 
eurBeiads,  Offices , or  fuch  deuo- 
tions, are  very  meritorious  and 
pleafing  vnt-o  her  v but  it  is;  im- 
poffible  fot  al  the  learning  and 
eloquence  of  the  Quire  of  era- 
phi  ns  , to  exprelfe  vnto  the  life 
the  infinit  gladnes  and  extreme 
pleafureshe  receaues  fromthefe 
Adorations,  proceeding  from  the 
interior  of  the  minde  , and  ac- 
companied with  the  refpe&iue 
comportment  of  the  exterior. 

. Befides , al  the  Angels  and  the 
- Celeltial 

- 
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Celeftial  Court  do  take  parties^ 
iar  contentment  in  the  honour 
and  reuerence  exhibited  to  their 
Toueraigne  <2*eene»  foe  ifeartte- 
Jy  Courtier^  reioyce^when  any 
new  honour  redounds  vnfco  their 
Prince , how  ranch,  mote  reioy- 
cing  may  we  imagine  .to  be  in 
Jieauen  , when  they  fee ' their 
PrincelTe  ic  honoured  heere? 
-and  of  this  reioyciog  the  B.  Tri» 
nitie  hath  its  part , when  it  bet 
holds  her  reverenced  * in  whon| 
they  hane  lodged  ai  their  fu» 
preme  and  singular  delights  •,  the 
father  reioyces  to  feehisdangh- 
ter  fo  honored  , the  Sonne  hit 
Mother^  arid  the  holy  Ghoft  his 
Spaufe. 

Letalmenthenj-ofwhateftate, 
fexe,  or  condition  they  be  3 with 
al  diligence  and  fplioitud  procure 

to 
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to  honour  the  Glorious  and  euer 
B.  V irgin  Mary , with  al  beco-r 
ming  reuereace  s efpecially  fince 
the  honour  dueto  her , redounds 
vnto  her  B.  Sonne,  as  the  honour 
done  to  Saints  doth  to  God  who 
made  them  fo*  In  honouring  the 
B.  Virgin  then,  as  the  molt  ex- 
cellent of  creatures , we  honour 
-God  her  Creatour , confefljng  al 
thofe  excellency es  we  honour 
her  for , proceeding  from  his  li- 
berality vnto  her , and  thinking 
and  prayfing  him  for  making  a 
creature  of  our  owne  Condition 
fo  worthy  and  excellent  jbefides, 
,the  honour  and  feruices  done 
vnto  the  Mother  for  the  So  ant 
regard  > the  Sonne  takas  as  done 
to  him » and  proceeding ifrom  the 
doue  and  rel'peft  we  beare  him, 
jj*y,  wbfchis  more,  the  deuotion 

towards 
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towardsthe-Mother  encreafesthe* 
deuocion  towards  the  Tonne,  in 
that  she  ( as.  moft  true  vnto  his 
honour  ( rfcferrs  al  vnto  it  that  is  I 

offered  her , artd  leade  themvnto 
him  , whp  addreffe  themfelues 
vnto  her.  Ifcft  fothen  , as  in  ho-  * 
nouring  and  glorifiihg  the  B.  I 
Virgin  ,ve  do  but  honour  and' 
glorify  God,  fo  we  in  placeing 
our  Confidence  in  her , but  place 
it  in  God  himfelfe , for  what  is  it 
to  confide  in  him  , but  to  con- 
fide in  thofe  meanes  which  he 
hath  prouided  Vfr  for  our  falua- 
,tion*  and  amongft  al  the  meanes 
one  of  the  molt  efficacious  is  to 
Commend  our  felues  vnto  her 
patronage,  as  We  are  inff  rafted 
by  the  holy  Church  in  that  her 
.Antiphon  : Spes  tioflra  fahte  : cut  * 
ergo  adnocata  noftra  illos  tuos  mife- 

r iconics  * 
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ricerdts  pculos  ad  nos  conuerte  .-Haile 
Oour  hope , arid  Q pur  aduocate 
Conuert  your  eyes  of  metcytow-' 
ardsvs,  And  that  greatlight  of  the' 
Church  S.  Auguftine.  fayes  to  the 
fame  effedt : 7 .ouaie  the  only  hope  of1 
fro {fLOit  ja  Glorious  Virgin} 
We  expert  pardoriof  our  fintis,  <& 
recompence  for  our  good  works. 

Knowirigthenforcertaine,that 
in  honouring  the  B.  Virgin,  we 
do  but  honour  God,  we  are  often 
tpi  procure  to  honour  her  ,„and 
bothday  aod  night1  offer vp  vnto 
her  our  reuereces  , efpecially  in 
the  night  when  the  time  is  more 
^jpnt^nd  more  fitt  for  orir  deuo- 
tippsyThishow  grateful  it  is  vnto 
he*; , sheher felf  declared  to  a cer> 
tairieCapuchine  of  Our  order, one 
mo.ft  de^put  Yflto  her.  Thisgood 
^e  j wan  had  adaudablecu- 

$pjpe  profundly  to  incline  vnto 
* L her 
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her  a hundred  tymes  a day  3 til  ha- 
ving Grime  fpeoiai  charge  of  the 
Consent,  the  performance  of 
which  exaiStednpRschtiine  of  him, 
not  able  to  Comply  With  both, 
he  cutt-oif  one  baife  of  his  devo- 
tions j i&dknihifhed  themvnto 
fifty  tyin.cs  'i  idow  it  happened' 
that  one  day  whilst  he  was  bo- 
lily  imployed  in  his  pious  exer- 
eilesvthe  B.  Virgin  appeared  vn- 
to  him  j i nuelled  with  moft  glo-  v 
riious  ornimeotB  y wearing  a riche 
mantle  oBet‘  them,  with  only  one 
halfe  of  k embroydered  with 
ftarrsj  and  a dickering  her  fpeeoh 
vneo  him  f he  d&yd , how  €48flev 
k*my  fosweythy  ioueisgrowae 
,fo  cold  in  thee?  that  hailing  be- 
gun toin&ellishtbisma  title  With 
fo  many  bright  ' shitting  ft«rtl9a 
thou  haft  g4heh  'OWt  thdieft  the 
" ’ ' • - 
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reft  vndonc?itisa  worke  To  gra~ 
teful  vnto  me  the  performance 
of  it > as  nothing  can  bee  more  v fl- 
gratcful  vnto  methen  ahe  ne- 
gle&  of  it}  wherefore  as  you  ref- 
ped  my  loue  finish  ycs*r  deuo- 
^jonsasybufuue'welb^in,  ahd 
•fb  vanished  away  ieaVing  the 
gdod  Religious  tnanmalking  his 
profit  ofber  fo  <ini  Id  reppoofe , & 
renewing  bis  anoietit  deuotions 
ugayne:/Tae  eawrifed  them  vnto 
(the>end  of  his  life  ,-itt  that  fell 
aaumber  thebegan  withal. 

And  iet  none  imagine  this 
tdeuotion  ordy  for  women  or  the 
Ampler  and  vulganfort  ,ffoP  Share 
-equ^i  b obliged  totoonwttir  her,  of 
ttfnt  fexe,  eftacei,  or  condition 
-fbeuef  they  be  *,  the  Patr lai^eS 
..Prophfetsfas  theD  joints  affir nhd) 
-acknowledged  her-wdrfhj^nd'  re- 
i .j  L t uereilfced 
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uerenced  her  for  it  thoufands  and 
thousands  of  yeares  , before  she 
was  borne  into  the:  world  : But 
what  do  I tatke  of  Patriarkes  and 
Prophets,  when  the  Angels  them 
felues  at  .the  firft  inftantof  their 
^creation  * heholdingher  in  the 
Eternal  Witod , hunSbly  reueren- 
ced  and  adored  her  ,as  one  that 
should  one  dtybe  tbeirQaeene 
in  heauen  ,andbe  the  mother  of 
their  £ihg‘ on  earth.  And  what 
(should:  we.  fay  rtiore  ? euen 
God  hi ihfelfe  become  man  was 
'Obfdient  vnto  her  commands, 
^ftd'pbCerned  her  with  al  filial 
Jo.ue  and  reuence,’ 

■]o  ,To  defend*  now  to  the  Chri- 
rfthm  of,  the  Primitiue  Ghurch, 
.the  Apoftlts  rcuerenced  her  ^de- 
f T^nB^es.  so  Ii>rttfiairce, 

• feer^abd  accor- 

; sJ  ding 
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ding  to  the  opinions  offomi  c5- 
fecratedtQ  her  the'  famous-  houfe 
of  Loretto.  But  omitting  thefe, 
let  vs  come  to  the  Potentates  of 
the  World'  •,  how  many  Emper 
tours, Kings,  andfoueraigne  Bis- 
hops haue  there  been  , who  haue 
-reuerently  taken  their  Crownes- 
of  their  heads , and  offered  them 
at  hgrfeete? 

, What  titles  of  pray.fe  and  ho- 
nour by  the  Doctors  of  the 
Church  haue  anciently  been  be-* 
ffowedvpon  her  by  S-  Hifepomey 
Sr.  Auguftinej S.Ghijy fqftom, an^ 
inqumstable  others  i-how  l>iui-. 
nely  hath  S;  Thomas  fpolcen  in- 
her  prayfe  i how  deuoutly  S.  Bo- 
nauenture  ? and  how  affe&ionat- 
ly  Albert  the  Greatr,in  humble 
acknowledgement  of  the  lear- 
ning which  he  receiued  fromheri1 

L $ Let 
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Let  vs  fixe  vpon  Alexander  de 
Hales,  among#  the  reft  , as  one 
Angularly  denoted  vnto  her , and 
recount  the  motiuc  he  had  to* 
leaue  the  world  , and  iorol  him- 
felfe  in  the  fcruice  of  our  Saviour 
Chrift  voder  the  banner  of  S. 
Praneis  of  Aflifiuna, 

This  Alexander  of  Hales  being1 
English  by  nation  , was  of  a fu^ 
blimefpirit  ,aod  of  Angular  eru- 
dition, the  firft  profeffbr  of  Theo- 
togie  indie  Vniuerfitie  of  Paris, 
& one  fo  affe<ftionatly  deuoted  to 
die  B.V irgin,  as  he  made  a vowe, 
neuer  to  refufe  any  thing  that 
ahoaidbe  asked  him  in  her  name, 
Acertaine  Gentle  woman  vnder-  , 
Handing  this,  perfuaded  the  Ber- 
nard ines  to  make  their  vfe  of  it 
by  winning  him  to  their  Order, 
and  illuftrating  it  by  fo  great  a 

light 


aniferm  tht  *B  Vjtiary.  *47 
iigfetc  of  learning  , which  they 
feiolued  to  doe , and  repairing  to* 
him  they  made  their  approaches 
a farr  off,  difcourfing  oi  learning 
anddeuotion  j btatGod  Aim.  per'- 
mitted  not , that  at  that  time  they 
should  come  neerer  to  him  •,  the 
Gentle  - woman  vnderftanding 
what  was  done,  had  r ecourfe  vnto 
the  Frier  Preachers  next,  anima- 
ting them  and  putting  them  in 
the  way  to  make  him  one  of  their 
Order  as  she  done  the  Bernardi- 
nos before  j which  was  attempted 
aha  by  them  , 8eiu  ft  as  they  were 
putting  him  to  his  vowe  , by 
chance  two  Frier  Minors  coming 
in,  one  of  them  dtuinely  infpi- 
red  thus  fayd  vnto  him  ^ Alexanr 
der , it  is  highe  time  fpr  ypu  to 
with  draw  your  felfe  from  thofe 
Tanityes  which  haue  abufed  you 
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248  tvMue  - 

fo  long;  wherefore  in  the  name  ot 
Godand  his  B.  Mpther  I coniure 
you  to  take -the  habit  of  S.  Fran- 
cis , for  I know  his  Order  hath 
needof  fuch  as  you  are  v Alexan- 
der touche^  with  thefe  words; ns 
by  the  finger  of  the  holy  Gholt, 
and  remembr  ing  the  vow  he  had 
inade  , anfwered  him  prefently, 
Goe  you  bencegood  fathers*  and 
I wil  inftantly  foMpw  to  the  ful 
eife&ing  of  your  defires  > and  fo 
he  did,  taking  on  him  the  holy 
habit * til  being  in  his  probation 
he  was  greeuoufly  tempted , to 
caft  it  oft'.agayne , by  reafon  of 
fome  aufterities  he  could  not  vn- 
dergoefo  wehand  iuftas  hewas 
vpon  the  point  of  doing  it  , be- 
hold' $!.  Francis  appeared'  vnto 
him  id  hisileepe , bearing  os  his 
shoulders  a.  heauie  OrolFe*  Witb 

which. 
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which  he  endeauoured  to  clime  a . 
ftipehil  •,  at  which  he  was  fo  mo- 
ued  w^th  compaflion  5 as  he  offe- 
red  him'hisTeruice  to  helpe  him 
vp  with  it 5 whervrpon  the  Saint 
beholding  him  with  , an  angrie 
eye  ,goe  offer  thy  leruice  ( fayd 
he  ) to  fuche  weaklings  as  thy 
felfej  for  if  thou  canft  not  ;carry- 
thine  that  is  fo  light  v how  canlt 
thhu  help  me  to  beate  my . hea- 
uiet  one?  the  Novice  perceiuihgV 
ftrait  his  mind  from  this  his  re-? 
prehenlion,  refolued  to  continue' 
in  the  Order , not  withftanding_ 
al  the  difficulties  thereof  , and4 
concluded  ; there , was 
way e to  heauen , then  by  bear  ing ; 
the  Croffes  which  are  offered  vs* i 

7. 
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Fhat  the  quality  cf At  other 
of  God  obliges  both  men 
and  Angels  to  the  adoring 
of  hr. 

, v 

Chap.  III. 

M OK  G-  al  dignities,, 
graces  ,greatne(Fes,; 
and  prerogatives  ^ 
With  which  Atm. 
Go&  hath  honored- 

the  !B.  V1f g hiyf h ere  is  none  matt- 
high#  arid  fvblitbe  3 then  that  of 
being  Mother  of  Gpd  5 it  ftrrpaf- 
fing  al  of  which  any  creature  can 
be  capable  j furmounts  the  hea- 
uens , and  the  celeftial  Hierar- 
chies* 
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and ferue  the  B.V.JMary.  a 4 9 
chies,  comes  neere  tg  diuine,  im- 
tnetife,  and  incomprehenfible,  & 
in  fine  goes  beyond  al  that  can 
be  exprefif't  by  words , or  concei- 
ued  by  any  Angelical  or  humane 
thought.  This  S.  Airguftine  in 
the  beginning  6f  his  book  of  the 
B.  Virgins  Alfuqnption , doth  in- 
timate, where  he  fayes  : There  is 
no  hart  that  conceiue , or  tongue  that 
can  exprtffe  the  ejfeEl  of  this  grace 
and  dignity.  And  $.  Bernard  in  di- 
ners places  and  diuers  manners 
aymes  at  the  exprefsjon  of  this 
great  dignity.  S.  Aofelme  in  his 
Treatife  of  the  B .Virgins  magni*- 
tuds  layesjthat  next  to  the  being 
God^  there  is  no  dignity,  in  hea- 
Men  or  earth  can  equal  hers  : To 
fayctdy  (fayes  he)  afph'e S.Virgin^ 
chat  she  it  MofheT  of  God3it  a thing 
that  exceeds  4 fufdimity , -which  next 

* to 
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to  God  can  be  [aid  or  ima*in$drY ron» 
hence  the  holy.-  Fathers  jnferr, 
that  .the, -title  of  being  Mother  of 
God. is  the  foutaine  from  whence 
do  flow  al  her  other  graces,  and 
prerogatives.*,  for  fo  , fay  tbey^ 
whence  was.  it,  that  from#  1 <eter» 
nityshe  wasdn  a patticularmaner 
predeflinat  ybecaufe  fhe  was  fo 
be.  the  Mother  of  God*  Why  was 
fhe-  fandified  by  the  holy  Ghoft 
in.herMothers.wombe  ? to  be  the 
more  worthy  receptacle  of.  the 
Sonne  of  pod*.  Why. in  her  Con+ 
ceptioa.was  fhe  exempted  60m 
original  finne  .?,  that  the.  eternal 
Word  might  from  her  body  take 
iounaculat  flefh..  Why  was!  fhe 
exalted  aboue  al  the  Thromee  & 
celeftiahHierarchies^hut  becauib 
fhe  was  theMother  af\Gody  who 
■is  thefouerairje  Kingof-beave  ^c 

earth,. 
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©arch.'  Whence  in  fine  ,is  it,  that' 
the  Princes  ©f  heauen  and  earth,, 
nayy  euent.of  Hel.  it  felfe  , bow 
downe  and  do  reuerence  at  men- 
tion of  her  name , but  only  be- 
caufe  she.  is  Mother  to  the  fia- 
preme  Lord  of  al  ,,to*whomal  do» 
homage  | and-  i h whofe.  pr  efence’ 
al  the  great  ones  that  are,,f  hrinke 
vp' to  nothing , and  not  appeare: 
at  al.  © wonderful' greatnes  of . 
this  highe  and  excellent  dignity 
feeftowed  upon  a fimple  Virgin,1 
Who  is>  not  aft  @ni  filed-,  who  is* 
not  alienated  from.his  fenfes  w ith 


idmiretioft  ^.torbQ  at-  once  a mo-: 
theryand'  at  Virgin  ito  contain©- 
in  the  narrow  jndofure  of  her. 
)*onibe , -him  whom' the  heauens 
With  a 1*  the  i t heights  &>lat  hud  can 
rto*'^ntaine-Vi toi  .be  Mother  of. 


dhe.  moftf-deafie 


of  the 
%ternal 
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Eternal  Father,  and  themoft  glo- 
rious obie&s  of  Angels  , and  fi- 
nally ( which  is  the  tnoft  prodi* 
gious  of  al ) to  haue  produced  her 
Creatour,and  brought  her  Father 
forth.  Thefe  are  things  aboue  al 
capacity  , rauifhing  nature  with 
aftonif  hment  and  wonder  ,fo  as- 
with  good  reafon  the  holy  Church 
(ayes  of  her : Nature  admired  }whe* 
you  brought  forth  that  holy  one , who 
brought  forth  you*  . 

The  B.  Virgin  then  merits  hi 
being  Mother  of  God  ,al  imagi* 
nable  honour  from  one  creature 
to  another,  and  in  particular  that 
which  theDiuines  intitle  Hyf*r~ 
dn//V,  whichalio  admits  of  a fub* 
diuilion  , according  to-  Suarez* 
into  fuper lour  & imeriour  ^ with 
the  infertbur  thofe  are  honored* 
who  h^ie  fpnae  particular  excef- 
9 knee 
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and form  tbetB.ZJ,Mary  . x yy 
If  pee  aboue  there  ft,  as  to  S.Ioha 
Baptift,  & the  Apoftks,  for  their 
etninency  of  place,  to  S.  Frauds 
for  the  fingular  teftimony  of  his 
fan&ity  giuen  by  Aim.  God  in 
theimprdfion  of  the  (acred  Stig- 
mats, : but  with  the  fuperiour , the' 
Mother  of  God  alone,  who  only 
had  the  honour  to  beare , bring 
forth,noufi(h,  & educatthe  only 
Sonne  of  the  only  Eternal  God. 

And  in  regard  of  this  high  and 
aloft  eminent  dignity  of  hers  , ai 
Creatures  in- heauen  and  earth  re- 
uerence  •>  her  , and  acknowledge 
her  for  their  foueraigne  Lady  an<^ 
Queenc  , and  at  her  name  ther 
greaccft  Pot  emits  on  earth  bow 
downe  their  kneesy  and  do  hum* 
hie  reuerence-.  To  il  generations1 
of  die  world  praifo  find  honour', 
faer^as  fhe  itvfefct  Cantkle^iuine- 
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ly  prefagcilrBehold  from  henceforttr 
algencMtios  shal  cal  me  bleffed^  & de 

ftltojirhat  people,  what  nation  i* 
there  on  the  earth , ifo  irreligious 
and  barbarous,  who  haue  her  not 
in  honour  and'  reuerence  i Euen 
the  Iewes , &- their  Rabbins  haue 
written  in  her  praife,and  the  mod 
obftiftat  of  them  haue  experien- 
ced and  acknowledged  her  raoft 
powerful  aide  in  their  neceflitiesw 
As  witnfcffetb  this,  maruay lous 
ftory  recorded  by  the  learned  Pel^ 
bert  in  his  Stellary  of  the  B.  Vir- 
gin ; of  a Iewish-.woman  y who 
typing  in  the  pirines  of  childbirth* 
&neerergoi.ng  out ©fth eWorld, 
then  bringing  a child  into  it, 
fbme  Ctyriftians  ( who  charitably 
camp  to  vifit  her)  exhorted  her7 
.to  inuocafcjthe  B.  Virgin  for  her 
deliueranceythepo^ewoimajlid . 
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&firue  the  £ V.  M*ry,  iff 
So  and  lifting  vp  her  eyes  i&Voicd 
to  heauen  iri  alanguifbing  man- 
ner* O moft  gracious  V irgin(faid 
she  ) I befeech  you  tohauepkty 
on  me  thoughil  be  of  thevnhap- 
py  race  of  tho£e  who  So  crucified 
God  your  Sonne  & consequently 
vnworthy  of  your  fauours  ) yet 
notwithftading  if  you  shal  vouchr 
Safe  me  your  aflrftahec'  in  this 
extremity-,  I do  heere  vow  to  rer 
Jinquish  the  errbur  of\my  Reli- 
gion, and  together  with  the  fruk 
of  my  wo«d>e  (as  fqone.as  kshal! 
be  borneto  light  ) to  receive,  the- 
holy  Baptifme , andlrne  onddie' 
at  y t>ur'  deuofton  .-she  had  no  foo*-: 
r»er  pronounced  this, bucRydaihiy  - 
behold  her  Safely  d el  iuered< ©f  a- 
fonne^wbich  JactxDtding  tinker 
vow  with  ip  Some  few  day  es  (to-' 
jjether  with  her  felf}$be  procured? 

to- 
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to  bane  baptized  > wbich  her  hwf* 
baod  ( who  then  had  vndertaicn 
a Iourney  ) vnderftanding  at  hi*  j 
returne  , he  yas  fo  mightily  ince-  | 
fed,  at  it,  and  ip  l<x  furious  a rage, 
as  hr  prcfently  inbts  mothers  ar-r 
mes  muttheredthe  imnocet  child* 
whereupon  sheoutoffeare  of  her 
ownc  death,  and  horrour  of  her 
childs  , fled  inftantly  crying  a! 
the  way  she  went , in  fiueh  a ve- 
hemencye,  and  in  Inch  affright,  as 
the  people  flocking  about  her,  & 
vnderftanding  the  reafon  of  her 
laments. , raon  al  towards  her 
home  fo  violently  bent  again  ft 
thcMurtherer,  as  infaiilibty  they 
had  torne  him  in  peeces  had  they 
epcountred  him  *,  but  he,  ( what. 
With  the  horrour  of  his  crime, and 
fe are  of  punishment ) prevented' 
them,  and  fled  towards  the  C i«y  ■ 

gates 
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and  firm  tht  9Xd9Mary.  159 
gates  which  fmdiog  shot,  he  war 
forced  to  take  fan&uary  in  a litle 
Chappel  of  the  B.  Virgins  then 
open  by  chance , where  hauiivg 
leifuse  to  looke  about  him , he  efo 


pyedan  Image  of  our  B*  Lady  in 
Relieuc,  oaer  the  highe  Altar , at 
fight  of  which  he  was  fo  ftruclten 
with  shame  and  repentance , as 
calling  him  on  his  knees  with  a 
dolorous  accent  •,  Too  great  (fayd 
he  ) too  great , © facred  Virgin  5 is 
your  beingnity  to  me , who  hatte  fit 
gretuoufly  ojfendedyouje  ProteB  and 
coneeate  me  in  this  my  flight  ; but  I 
fee  it  is  true  trhat  J haut  often  hardy 
that  your  Clemency  is  the  greatest 
mavuayle  in  the  vorld , and  that  but 


regard  it, &•  it  is  ynmeafurablt  enery 
Way  : f implore  then  that  facet  clc w 


mency  of  yours  not  fo i fiturwy  lifey 
for  the  horriklnes  of  my  Crime , hath 

afysei 
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afwel  taken from  me  the  defire  , (is  the 
deferuing  of  it , but  to'  forget  it  , and 
tfi  forgiue  and  washe  it  away  in  the  , 
foutaine  of  my  feares^& withal  to  ac-  ! 

cept  his  deed  df'guift  of  mine  to  your 
B.  Sonne  and  you , of  my  hart  and  ah 
I am,  who  now  haue  no  other  defire% 
then  to  be  al , and  wholly  y ours . 

He  had  profecuted  his  fpeech, 
but  the  Officers  entrring  the  Cha- 
pel j interrupted  him,  and  fea-  | 
zing  on  him  , they  carried  him; 
prisoner  to  the  Proiioft  of  the 
place*  where  he  was  no  fooner 
come , but  faiirng  On  his  knees 
before  him-  , hi  fayd  vnto  hi’rrr 
with  arcfolut  countenance  •,  T do-  J 
not  this  to  moue  you  to  Compaf- 
fion  of  nay  crime , and  faue  my-' 
life,  but  pnly  to  begg  this  fanout1, 
of  you , that  I may  haue  the  hap- 
pines  to  be  baptizedbefore  I'dy e. 

The 
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a.nd,fente-the  SX/.Jlftary.  i€t 
The  Prouoft  no  lelte  teioycing 
then  wondcing  at  his  demand, 
gladly  granted  him  his  requeft, 
and  hailing  recehied  hiin  from 
the  Font  himfelfe  ,that  Cere- 
mony, being  ouer,he  proceeding 
fb  the  examination  of  his  fa&, 
not  letting  thepleadurc  of  the 
oqe,  hitider  thedilpleafure  of the 
other.  But  behold,  whilethis  was 
in  agitation, the  mother  powring 
forth  her  affe&iora  in:;  laments 
puer  thei  ihUrtber&l  carcaflfe  of 
her  Child  , by  degrees  iperceiued 

it,  (lire  j. and  fixe  iti  £yes  vpont 
her  with  a gratious  fmile  , and 
being  in  a tfanfport  of  ioy  and 
admiratiorttherof  , at  the  fame 
inftasnt  was  brought  her  the  :ne-* 
Wes  of  her, husbands  Conuerfiom 
Whereupon  she,.  inftantjy  itookef 
her  child , and  prjefented  it  aliue 

before 
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before  the  Pnouoft , no  marks 
ftor  figne  remay  rang  chat  euttr  it 
had  been  dead , but  only  a litle 
/Barr  where,  he  had  ,giueh  ‘the 
wound.  The  Ptottoft  beholding 
this  fupendrousmirade,ai>folaed 
theCrimiaal  as  one  who  already 
Was  abfoloedirom  heaueft  * who 
being  a learned  mankind  a great 
Rabby  in  the  Jewish  taw,  after- 
wars  wholy  conuerted histongoe 
and  penne  to  the  Jetting  forth 
the  prayfes  of  thei&.  Virgin  and 
the  Chriftian  law,  whi^hhe-fttS- 
gly  defended  againft  the  err  ours 
6f  that  fort. 

Nay,  euen  the  Ttrfkes  fherfc^ 
felues,  and  impious  'Moores  bon- 
curr  in  honouring  ’the  facredV  ir- 
gin  -y  and  reuerencing  her  as  Mo- 
ther of  God , as  appeares  by  i:he 
grceuous  penalty es  impofed  by 

their 
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thdrAlcOrahj-da^yvlw^ociier 
sh4l  bkfphetne  «het  dame.  Bat 
what  shdttW  we  fayofthe  hoocot 
exhibited  to  her  among#  trhg 
Chriftians  ,wben  fcarceiy  is  any 
io  poore  a village  or  hamlett, 
where  she  is  not  honoured  * by 
fome  pkce  oifde action  dedicated 
Vnto  her  1 and  her  leafages  and  pi* 
dures  ate  in  fach  vencraticn^ag 
who  hath  not  part  in  the  worship 
4>fthem? 

Ayong  Soholl  ee  c(  as  Vincen- 
this  in  his  hittorial  Mirrors  ne*- 
counteth  it ) being  fo  deuotedt© 
her , as  he  vied  on  his  knees  , as 
often  as  fany  Image  of  hers  occo- 
r’d,  to  l&hite  her  in  this  deocrtft 
tfra  r>ner.  'Haile  fttdry  Sec.  or  this!: 
Wl  tffied  is  the  [acred  Virgin ; ypombe 
thdtixre  *be  Eternal  fathers  fonts*, 
aitdMsfftd  ftk  btrafts  that  gone  hint 

r«* 
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fucfa,  &c.  Butas  God  oftentimes 
fcourges  thofe  moft  , whom  tie 
Iouesdeareft,it  hapaedthis  yong 
naan  felinco  £b  violent  afreinzie, 
as  he  would  teare  and  bite  his 
bookes  andeuery  thing  he  could 
lay  his  hands  ypon  ^ One  day 
amongftcthe  reft  being -in  his  fu- 
rious htts:,  behoda  yong  man  of 
incomparable  beauty  , and  shi- 
ningwith  refp lendant. light  ( no 
doubt  but  his  good  Angel  ) was 
feen  by/his  bedsiide , making  for 
him  this  pious  pray  er:OB.  Lady* 
••fee, fee  your  poore  feruant  heere, 
whio  fo  deuoutly  and  often  hath 
prayed  vnto  you  j and  giuen  a 
thoufand  teftimoriies  ofhis  deuo* 
tionj  behold  him  no  Win  how  pi- 
tious  a ftate  he  is , fo  deftitut  of  al 
Juirriane  Comforts,  as  euen  inhu- 
manity it.felfe  would  commife- 
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andferuetbe  'S.'U.Mdry.  zfty 
rat  his  cafe  > this  is  the  mouth, 
thefe  are  the  Iippes  that  haue  fo 
often  pronounc  t yourpraifejarid 
is.lt  not  pitty  to  feethem  now,the 
inftruments  of  rage  & furye  only, 
which  were  once  only  of  deuotio 
andpiety$OtHerfore  haue  mercy 
vpo  him , who  of  none  with  more 
right  can  expe&  it  then  of  you,  & 
reftor’himto  that  health  hefo  wei 
imploied  inryour  honor  hertofore; 
This  faid,hedif-appeared,and  the 
yongman  felt  inlfantly  the  efFedc 
of  his  prayers  by  his  recouery,  w- 
hich  was  fo  fpeedy  &r  nSiraculou^V 
a*  acknowledging  the  B.  Virgins 
particular  fauour  in  it, he  to  grati- 
fie  her  for  ie,entred  into  an  auftere 
Religioy  where  he  liued  & died  as 
became  one,  who  held  hjs  life  on 
fuch  a pious  tenour  of  his  gobd 
Angblyand  his  better  Aduocate. 

M Htr» 
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Jfo*v*v  We  ought  to  reuertnce 
and  adore  the  & Virgin, 
in  regard  of  the  fuhlimtty 
of  her  glory  aboue  al  other 
Saints, 

••  C H A B.  IV. 

B E l K G the  Saiote 
which  are  now  in 
heauen,  in  poffeilion. 
of  their  eternity  of 
happlnes , are  to  he 
honoured  with  that  fort  of  reu©- 
rence  which  the  Piuines  cal  jp»- 
lia}  which  is  tbefowcft  fort  of  re- 
uerece  appropriated  to  any  Saint, 
& the  higher  they  e^ndignwty* 

with' 
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with  the  more  high  and  particu- 
lar reuerence  are  they  to  be  ho- 
noured * what  fupreme  honour 
may  we  imagine  due  , vnto  our 
foueraigne  Lady  and  Queene  of 
heauen , whp by  fo  many  degrees 
of  dignity  is  preferred  before 
them  al , feated  at  the  right  hand' 
of  her  B.  Sonne , fo  neere  and 
dearie  vrrto  him  as  she  is , and 
whom  the  reft  cf  Saints, 4 only  a 
farr  oft  reuerence  and  admire? 
■And  if  it  be  true  , that  each  ones 
glory  beares  a proportion  with 
the  grace  they  haue , Sc  the  monp 
their  grace  or  oarth  the  more 
their  glory  ki  -heauen  i how  ex- 
cellent in  glory  -mu  ft  she  bee  a- 
boqe  them  al  j who  was  fo  fart 
fuperiour  to  them  in  grace  ? for 
who  knowes  not , how  from  the 
very  inftant  of  her  Conception, 
M x when 


Digitized  by  Google 


*6?  teloue  \ • 

.when  she  was  fanctlfied  in  her 
Mothers  wombe  ,Cod  went  hea- 
ping more  and  more. graces  vpon 
hey  041 , vntil  her  death  when  the 
accumulation  was  Complete,  and 
how  in  al  tyraes  she  cooperated ' 
with  him  in  al  her  anions , in  al 
o,ccureces0ftjl  meditating  how  to 
add  vnto  k , accompanying  al  her 
exterieur  workes  with  the  inte-, 
riour  intention  of  the  minde; 
Which-  Albert  the  great  exem- 
plifies very  wel  in.  thkt  treatife 
of  his,  de  beatayirginr-,  and  S,  Ber- 
|gjptrd  more  particularly  where  he 
fayes.  This  Virgin  and  mother  of 
the  higheft , not  only  wakingbut 
cuen  {leeping  had  the  fruition  of 
•heauenly  things  in  Contempla- 
tion , no  earthtlye  affaire  being 
- fo  forcible,  as  -to  interrupt  her 
Commerce  of  thought  with  hea- 

uen 
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tifcn , in  fo  ranch'  as  euen  in  he£ 
fleepe  she  was  bufy&d  4nore  in 
Contemplation  then  the  reft  of 
the*5airits.  when  they  were  molt 
perfe&ly.awakev  Who  then  , of 
what  intelligent  a fpirit  foeaer 
they  bee  , can  comprehend  the 
immenfity  of  the  grace  and  me4 
rits  of  the  glprious  Virgin,  & 
confequently  the  .inftnit  glorie 
she  had  in  recompence,  feeing  as 
the  fame  f>o&ours~affirmes;  The 
more  she  excelled  others  in  grace  on 
earth  , the  more  glory  she  obtaimA 
in  heauen.  Let  vs  conclude  then?* 
that  her  glory  there,is  incompre- 
henfible,  and  furpaffes  by  infi- 
nite degrees  that  of  al  the  Saints 
& Angels  ; Conformable  to  that? 
ping  of  S<  Iohn  Ghryfoftome: 
What  is  there  more  holy  than  the  S. 
Virgin  ( fays  he; .)  neythex  the  Pm*' 

' . 3 M -phets 
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fhtts  ustpoftles,  Martyrs,  Pattiatc$t-  jj 
yAngtls,  Trent  s,  Demi  nations,  Sera*  ] 

fhins , nor  chttrubins-,  infne,  there  is  j 

no-  vifible  nor  Created  thing  more 
great  or  mere  excellent  then  she. 

AndS.AnCelme‘,InejfabIe  (fays 
he  ) and  euer-mort  admirable  is  the 
grace  and  greatnes.  of  this  Virgin : 

And  in  profecuting  his  difeourfe: 

■meind rehat)  O B.  Lady : is  there  more 
to  be  faydf.rehett  bat  Confderingthe  ] 
imrnenfky  of  your  grace  , glory  5 and 
felicity  ) I amdeftitnt  of  forces',  and 
fm  Voice  fayleth  me.  And  yet  not 
^roly  from  the  abfldance  of  Grace 
which  was  in  her,  but  much  more 
from  her  humility  may  we  argue 
the  greatnes  and  dignity  whichU 
she  hath  in  hcauen  f for  it-beirig 
an  approued  verity  to  al  the  world 
thatthe  more  we  abafe  our  felues- 
on  earth,  the  moreshal  wcbe  ex-* 

. , alted. 
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sited  for  it  in  heauen  \ as  is  tefti- 
fyed  by  verity  itfelf:  Vvhohumbte' 
themfelucf}  shall*  exalted , Sec . And* 
that  great  light  of  the  Church  $. 
Ambrofe  fayes : The  more  ahie£l  fee 
are  on  earthy  the  mote  we  shalbe  exal- 
ted for  it  in  heauen  : And  he  add$^ 
That  by  fo  many  degrees  of  humility 
fee  defeend  on  earth , by  fo  many  of 
glory  weshal  afeend  in  heauen.  Since" 
no  creature  euer  thought  fo  hum- 
bly and  abie&ly  of  her  felfe  a£ 
this  b.  Virgin  did,  we  may  wef 
imagine  , that  by  this  prctiotis 
vertue  she  fo  wont*  the  hart  fcf. 
God , and  gott  fuch  hold  of  his  af- 
fections, that  fhe  euen  obliged 
himby  it  to  defeend  from  heauen 
tso  earth  into  her  wombe  , an 4 
. choofeherfor  his  fpoufe  and  mo- 
ther , which  fhe  in  that  Canticle 
of  hers  Confeflfes  of  her  felfe - 
. M 4 Begaufe 
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Becaufe  he  hath  regarded  the  humilr- 
ty  of  his  hand- maid , &c.  Which 
.fhewes.  the  excellency  of  her.  hu- 
.mility.  And  S.  Bernard  fayesof 
it_,  that  when  the  Angel  faluteti 
her,  her  anfwering  him  in  that 
manner  fo  humble,  and  refigning 
her  felfe  entirely  vnto  the  Wi  1 of 
God  ; Behold  the  hrand-rhaid  of  our 
Zord}8cc. Was  mor  e grateful  vnto 
God  , and  meritorious  for  her, 
then  al  the  anions  of  men  arid' 
Angels  put  together  , and  that 
by  it  alone, fhe  merited,the  being 
Mother  of  our  Saujour  QhriJftt 
NfueK  (fcyes  S.  Bernard .)  had  she 
leen  exalted  a bone  the  *4ngelsyifshe 
had  not  humbled  her  felfe  before.  ' , 
And  iffomeSajnts^as  namely* 
$,  Francis  , haue  merited  by  their, 
humility , to  be  ranged  amongfB 
the  Seraphins  the  cheifeft  Order* 

of 
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of  Angelsrand  next  to  the  Diui- 
nityj  t©  what  immeufitie  of  glory 
are  we  to  imagine  the  B.Virgin  is* 
exalted , for  the  profoundnes  of 
* her  humility  , which  defcended 
lower  then  euer  any  Saints  could* 
doe?  In  confideration  of  whioh, 
we  may  wel  imagine  , that  her 
glorie  and  felicity  as  farr  furpaf - 
l'eththat  of  al  other.Saintis,  as  the- 
heaussdoa  litle  point,  the  cleare’ 
light  of  the  Sunne  a candle  the» 
Ocean  afmak  drop,  of  water, or  al 
the- emhthe  leaft  graiaeoffandi- 
Withgobd : reafon:  then  * lince, 
she-is  exalted  to  .fiK.h  a height  of* 
dignitie,  we  are  to  honourdier  „as 
the  foueraine  Qhpehe  and  Em-- 
pjrelTeof  men  and^Angelsi  and  asi 
eminent  as  she  is  in "dignity  fo  i* . 
she  in  beauty  e aad  'aipa^ility  , a-  * 
ble  to  obfcure  with  the  brightness 
' M v of 
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of  its  fpJendour  ,jnot-only  al  hu- 
mane eyes  , but  euen  thofe  of  the 
Angels  themfelucs  , as  appeares 
by  this  itory  recorded  by  Herod' 
Rcligiousof  the  Order  of  S.-  Do- 
minick. 

There  was  ayongfcribe  (fayes 
lie  ) much  deuoted  to  the  B,  Vir- 
gin , who  being  fome-what  con- 
uerfant  in  the  hoiy  Scriptures 
where  her  excellent  beauty  is 
mended  with  fuch  'Enco- 
miums,he  atlaft  grewpaflionatly 
defirous  to  fee  her  in  that  beauty 
' she  appeared 'with. dh  hearten  ,8c 
flaying  for the  ac  complishment^ 
of  his  defires  , he  heard  a voycev 
reprehending  him  for  it , in  that  ’ 
beask'tathing  aboue  his  capacity 
&,which  his  ey  es  were  too  weake 
to  behold , nor  could  it  coft  him-  , 
then  his,  fight  the  beholding> 

• - ' hj. 
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& feme  the  S.  ti\  Mary*  xy  $ ' 
it*buthe  willing  to  pnt  it  to  the 
venture9  per  filled  ftil  in  his  Peti-* 
tion,yet  at  laft  vpon  more  mature 
reflex  i on  ,he  refolu’d,if  the  fauour 
■frere  granted  him, to  referue  oil 
eyeatlcaft  whileft  only  with  the 
'other  he  regarded  it*  And  To  it 
happened  that  she  appearing, 
vnto  him  in  a moll;  glorious  and 
refplendent  manner , that  one 
eye  with  which  he  regarded  her, 
being  ouercome  with  the  excel- 
lency of  the  obieft,  became  whol- 
ly blind  * but  fo  fart  was  he  from 
euer  repenting  it , as  with  itera- 
ted-petition  he  be  fought  her , to- 
appeare  but  vnto  hi  min  that  glo- 
ry once  agay ne  , and  he  would  be 
alio  willing  to  forgoe  the  other 
eye  * the  B.  Virgin  to  content 
bis  dewotion  , did  as  he  deflred 
her,but  wasfo  farrfto^infli  ding 
, that 
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that  penalty  vpon  him  which  ha 
did  expert , as  she  reftoredhitnr 
his.  other* eye  againe  ,.wher  with? 
we  may  imagine  how  contented; 
a man  he  was;.  ^ 

■ Neither  doth  she  exceed  althe 
Angels  and  Saints  in  beauty  and 
fplendour  only  , but  alfo  in  ioy 
and  felicity:  , which  with  out 
doubt  she  hath  in  .as  fuperemi-* 
nent  degree  aboue  the  reft,. as  her 
glory  aboue  the  reft  is  more  high 
and  eminent ; And  for  that  there 
are  diuers  D odours  who  affirmed 
that  she  alone  hath  more  glory 
then  al  the  Saints  together  ;{this 
being  fo , imagine  of  what  ioy  8s 
felicity  she  is  poffeft  the  while,' 
the  quality  of.  which  is  foexcee* 
diugly  ravrishing  j that  S<  Augu* 
ftine  doubts  not  to  af&cmc  of  it, 
that,  one  dropp  of  heauenly  fel«- 
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city  bvt  CaUiog;ioto  hel,  would 
fweetetvaf  its  torment  s.O-ftrahge  • 
expreflionpfthe  wbdtous  fweet- 
nes  and  delicieufnes  thereof:  if 
one  drpppmf  it  could  wot  he  fuch, 
effects  in  hel , what  whole 
torrents  of  it  works  in  the  harts* 
ofthofe  who  are  polfeft  of  it?  The 
Apoftlesi  vpon  an  ar  id  and  barren* 
mountains  topp.  5 fawe  but-  only-al 
litk  gl^tnpfs  of  the  glory  of  hea-! 
wen  in  purSaoiours  Transfigura- 
tion j and  tafted  by-  it  but  a litlo 
fupetficial  iey-,  and  yet  -ypu  fee 
fhety  -opu|d  have  beei>  content  to* 
bane.  remained  • there  al  their  li-» 
ues*  But  that-  ^ampl6  which  I*, 
shal  now  declare , deferues  yetr 
greater  admiration,  ... 
t,  Aoettai^^-ReligieMS  Monke 
of-holy  lift}  > eaejrcifled  long  in  the; 
contemplation  <p£  the  Toyes  of 

Heauen  , concerned  at  la.lt  fucm 
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a ferae  ik  d efttt  of  it , that  He  in-- 
celjahtly  befought  Aim.  God, 
that  ( to  comprehend ’it  the  bet- 
ter ) if  it  were  poflible  he  might? 
haue  fome  tatt  ' of  it  in  this 
mortal  life  ; and  continuing  in 
this  deuotion  many  yeares , at 
kft  dofe  by  his  Celt  He  heard  a 
bird  fing  fo  wondrous  delightful- 
ly ,.asrauished  with  it,  he  prefent- 
ly  lyed  him  out  to  enioy  more 
iWeiy  its  delicious  melody  , and 
following  it  a flight  or  two  , at 
kft  irledd  Him  into  a wood  ther- 
by ; where  it  begann  to  fing;  and 
he  rauish't  in  hearing  it  , fate 
<J6wne  nighe  the  tree  wberon  ir 
Was , where  he  might  both  fee  & 
heare  it  be  ft,  nor  didhe  khow^ 
With  whether  he  was  delighted 
anoft ; who  when  he  beheld  the 
beauty,  of  it  9 wished  himfetf  al 

♦y  tv 
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eyes , when  he  heard  its  diuine 
notes  wished  himfelfe  al' eaves  a* 
gain e»  In  fine , feafting  theietwo 
fenfes  fo  long  he  fatt  till  the  Bird 
cea’ft  its  melody  , and  flew-  quite 
away  \ when  he  arifing  tooke  his 
way  towards  hisMonaltery,  ima- 
gining he  had  been  away  only 
fame  houre  or  twojbut  beigretur- 
ncdbsidtagaineshe  foGd  it  almoft 
al  Tebuiided  a new  againe,  and 
kndirkthg  at  the  gate  , the  Porter 
and  he  were  both  fo  ftrange  one 
to  another  , as  they  admired  at 
either,  the  Porter  that  the  Mooke 
should  fay- he- was  Religious  of 
the  howfe , the  Monke  that  he 
should  fay  he  had  been  Porter 
there  many  yeares  > lb  fine , the 
Abbot  came  being  informed  the*  • 
reof,  whom  he  as  title  knew  as  the  ’ 

Porter , and  vnto  w&oi»he  was  as 

litld . 
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litle  knowne  * vrho  in  fine  exami- 
ning himjfoud  by  the  Records  of 
tjhe  Houfe  that  thofeReligious 
whom  he  named  ,.tohaue  lined 
in’that  Monaftery-  withhim,were 
<|eceafed  fo  long  before,  as  by- 
computation  of  t i ru£  they  found , 
be  had  been-abfent  three'  hudrech 
and  fixty  yeares.  If  then  fo  many; 
yeares  feemed  btita  short. houre 
to- that  Religious  man  charmed : 
with  the  fweet  nes  of  that  Miifick- 
he  liftned  ynto,  perform’d  per- 
haps by  fome  Angel  ofheauen;- 
how  delicious  j fweet,andraais- 
hing;  tnuftthe  Ioyes  of  Heauen- 
need$  bee,- where  ai  the  Angels 
fingtogether  incelfantly  praifing 
and  glorifying,  their  heauenly 
King.  4 . ■ • tvjt-  \ 

And  if  this  good  R-eligibus> 
nu^couldretnai  ne.  expos’d  vnto* 

the 
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the  iniuries  of  the  time  fo  many 
yeares , rau?$hed  with  tailing  but 
on^dropp  as  jit  were  of  the  del*- 
ciotijfnes  of  heaueny  O God , who 
tarrlmag  me  the  delight  of  thofe, 
Who  -in  al  cbmfort^ble  Eternity 
shal  bee  feafted- with  it  to  al  fa- 
tfetfyThey  ihalbee  inebriated  with 
tbe  abundance  of  tbj>  botlfe^-and  drin^ 
of  the  torrent  of  thy  delights  y (ayes 
the  holy  Scripture.  -Seeing  then 
the  B.  Vitgin,  next  to  God  is 
Miftrefle  and  Lady  of  thisPallare; 
qf  thdicio»fpesyahdaS  it  were  the* 
pipe  that  coueycsal  its  deliciouf-^ 
nes  from  God  the  fountaioe  of 
to  al  that  participat  of  its  toy  iti 
heauen  : Let  vs  honour  adore,' 
and  ceuerence  her  withal  thofe4 
due  acknowledgments  5 of  which* 
wa  haue  already  treated  hr  shal 
hera£tertj^tte»*  - ' T 
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What  We  ought  to  adore  the 
jB  Virgin  , for  that  she  is 
the  finer aine  Lady  of  all 
C natures  both  in  earth* 
and  be  men. 

Chav.  V. 
Person  which 

is  riche  , noble,  and 
vertuom,  deferveth 
honour, 5c  the  more 
they  excel  in  it,  the 
inore  honour  they  deferue>  as  we 
lee  by  experiece  in  perfons  moft 
eminent  in  the  world.  TheBlef- 
fed  Virgin  then,  being  fo great  a 
paterne  of  fan&ity , a Compen- 
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diumof  al  perfe&ions,  chofoti  by 
God  For  his  Mother , and  ele&ed 
to  a fupreme  height  of  dignity 
about  al  the  Quiers  of  Angels* 
and  finally  being  Etnprefle  of  al 
fuperiour  and-  inferiour  Creatu- 
res i with  good  reafon  both  An- 
gels and  men  are  to  honour  and 
reuerence  her  » as  the  fouerai- 
gne  Queene  of  the  whole  Vni- 
tierfe  .‘  neither  fhould  there  be 
any  ( me  thinks  ) fo  impudent, 
to  dispute  her  tide  to  it , nor  fo 
impious  as  to  ofer  to  defrauds, 
her  of  diofe  fob  lime  honours  due 
to  fo  (itblime  a title  jfhe  were  a 
Queene , if  there  were  no  other 
reaiottbut  only  becaufe  her  fonne 
is  a King , King  of  Kings,  & Lord, 
of  Lords’,  and  who  Vnowes • not 
that  the  King  and  QueCnes  ho- 
nours goes  fo  conioynd  in  one* 


a $4  iA  Jttetkodto  lotte 

as,  from  the  dif  honouring  . thef 
one  ^redounds  to  the  other  a dif- 
honour  too$The  B.V  irgin, being 
fas  formerly  we  haue  faidydaugtv 
ter  to  God(the  Father,  Mother  of 
his  Sonne , and  Spoufe  of  the  Ho- 
ly Ghoft  r and  confequently 
daughter  , mother^  and  fpotife  of 
the  holy  Trinity yconfidering  her 
alli^nee  and  conimi&ion  with 
God,  and  namely  with  the  hu* 
ttianized  Word  of  God  die  Sone, 
whom  this  great  Al  aclcnowled^ 
gesfor  Kingjof  herbeingQdeen 
can,  be  no  doubt  al  vand'this  Si 
Athanalius'  affirmes  where  hd 
layes : Hi  being  King  and  Lord , hit 
' mother  vrho  engendredhim  ,Math  con * 
fequently  the  reputation  ofQtteene  and 
Mother.  And  S.  IohnDamafcen' 
<£ he  tv*s  'undoubtedly  declared  Queene 
£fayes  he)  of  al  Createdthings  wbea 
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she  became  Mother  of  the  Oeatour.  ' 

■ Let  vs  then  conclude,  that  fhe 
being  Queene  of  this  Vmuerfe; 
hath  ouer  it  an  abfolut  command, 
and  that  al  are  to  obey  her , and 
render  her  that  honour  and  obeiC 
fance,  which  from  Vaffals  is  due 


to  thofe  who  are  ouer  them*,  And . 
in  admiration  of  this  power  of 
hers  9 was  that  deuout  exclama- 
tion of  holy  S>  Bernard;  o hie  fed 
M$ry  ( fayes  he  Jal  power  is  giuen 
you  both  in  beaten  and  earth  }do  as  yon 
can  doal  that  you  defire. 

Among  al  the  titles  of  Great- 
nes,  which  our  Mother  the  holy 
Church  honours  her  with,  that  of 
Queene  ofheauen  fhe  vfes  moft  fre- 
quently, & Lady  of  Angels  : Regi- 
na cali , & Domina  ~rfngelorum3$cct 
Now  the  greater  the  extent  of 
ones  Dominion  is , the  greater' 

euer 
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cuer  is  their  power  and  magnifi- 
cence*, fb  as  if  one  could  attaine 
to  the  Dominion  oner  al  the 
EWorld  i how  absolute  and  vnlimi- 
ted  fhouid  their  power  to  be?and 
yet  what  is  al  this  world  to  the 
Heaueos  amplitude  which  fhe  is 
J«ady  of  i and  where  her  tubie&s 
are  perpetually  honoring  her  , fo 
ns  we  may  fay  of  h er : The  M musks 
declare  foe  glory  of  Mary  * and  the 
heauenly  Courtyers  take  it  for 
honour  to  obey  her  commands. 
To  conclude,  it  is  hut  litle  we  can 
fay  of  her  greatnes  , how  great 
foeuer  thatl  itle  may  feeme  to  be, 
and  arriuing  euen  to  admiration, 
which  euer  there  takes  vp , where 
humane  knowledge  leaties. 

And  fo  is  it  not  an  admirable 
thing , that  the  whole  roundour 
of  the  earth  in  Cotnpatifon  of  the 

„ Heauens 
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Heauens  Should  be  but  as  die 
Center  point  compared  to  anvigh- 
tie  Spheare  $ & who  can  imagine 
then  the  immenfityof  that,  wtien 
the  earth  which  containes  Empi- 
res, Kingdomes  and  Prouinces, 
js  fo  meere  anything  in  compa- 
rifon  thereof?  Some  ate  of  opi- 
nion , that  the  element  of  wa- 
ter is  ten  times  bigger  tb<n  the 
Jand  a the  aire  ten  times  bigger 
then  the  waller,  the  fire  then  that, 
and  fo  with  preportion  each  hea- 
bigger  theta  another  ,&c.  And 
to  giue  you  fome  dimme  light  of 
its  roagnitud , the  Moone  which 
in  leflfe  then  a raoneth  furrounds 
its  Qrbe,  wouid  be  inckcling  the 
ftarry  heauen  according  to  the 
tnoft  expert  of  the  Mathemati- 
cians thirty  fixe  thoufand  yeares 
and  aaore  ^ which  notwithAadf* 

. ding 
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ding  compared  to  the  Caelum  em- 
pyreum  or  habitation  of  the  Blef- 
fed, is  but  a poore  litle  Circle , & 
for  magnitud  not  worthy  the 
fpeaking  of.  For  which  reafon 
fome  Authours  are  of  opinion  ci- 
ted by  Philip  Dies,  that  if  a mil- 
ftone  were  thaowne  from  thence^ 
it  would bea thoufand  flue  hun- 
dred yeares  in  falling  down.  Who 
admires  not  inhearingthis',  and 
cries  nop  out  with  him  : 'O  Lardy 
I haue  confidered  your  worses  •,  and 
remaine  afionhhed  and  -out  ofmyfelf 
with  winder. 

One  of  the  ancient  Prophets 
in  confideration  of  the  greatnes 
ofthis  .glorious  P allace  of  Aim. 
God  exclaime : O Jfr-aely  how  great 
ii  tbehoufe  of  Godyhow  mighty  great 
is  the  place  of  his  pojfef  ion  ?•  he  is 
great  and  hath  no  limits  yhehu  high 

anf 
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and  cannot  be  meafured Arid  we 
ipay  wel  imagine  it  to  bee  great, 
fince  euery  ‘Saint  shal  haue  a habi-: 
tat  ion  a part , and  a place  propor-^ 
t-joned  vnto  its  merits*  And  this 
We  haubfrom  our  Sauiour  Chrift 
himfelfe  in  coniforting  his  afflic- 
ted Di  (ci  pies'  for  his  departure, 
•v^bere  he  layesiii  Ut  not  yokrhaftfi 
befrotikledfor  in  my  fathers  hottfe  are 
musty  (man fkons.  And  S.  Vincent 
of  S.Domirkiks  Order , fpealcing 
thefe  ^aofions,iayes  ithat  each 
of.  the  Bleffed  in  hcamn  .shal  haue  of 
finned  skein  for  their  habitation,  a bar-* 
J^r  circuit  them  [it  betwixt  the  eajt 
ofidytefl-  Now  there  being  inedm- 
mote  Saints  in  heanen, 
X&PR  tJStere  be  men  on  earth  , I 
^eafue.  itito  you  to  imagine  how 
infinit  gtdat  -the  heauenly  King- 
domeisi  : ;•  • 

t . ...  ’ N Now; 
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No  wjthe  K.  Virgin  beingQipeen5 
pf  this  ib.  immeofe  dominion) 
hath  al  the  Bdeffed  there  confer 
quently  for  her  fubie&s  ^Cour- 
tiers j who.  being  in  doe  Order 
rankt  about  Her  ThroneTalwayes 
make  tender  vntoher  of  their  fer- 
uices  aqdLob&quibufnes-,  4ad  i jf 
( as  S.  IohnChdfoftonde  fayes  ) 
while  she  Was1  yet  on  earth  she 
was  attended  vponbyfuchan  ii** 
finiity.of  £o|eh  to  dttfendhar 
againilal  the  idfauhsofhel  } amici' 
ebnferue  vmo  their  ki  ng  this  fa  ire 
tabernade  of  his , Inuioiat ; h©W\ 
itauch  tnore  gtoriowfly  attended 
is  she  now  in.  heauen , where  she- 
fits  crown’d  in . po {fe^on  of foMn 
ghe  a dignitie  s ItisimpoMbittk> 
imagine  the  number  thatwaytes , 
vgon  her  there  v which  the  Pro- 
phet endeauouring  to  fpeake  of 
ii  /ayes 
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fayes.  Ten  thcufitid  feme  thee  y and  it 
httndred  times  ten  thoufaftd  dfiiSl  be* 
fire  thee  : Getting  downe  a finit 
number  for  an  infinite  And  S. 
Denys  (a yes  ,that  the  number  of 
Angels  by  many  parts  exceeds  the 
xnlmber  of  al  Corporal  and  m ar- 
terial things.  Andfo*  thofe>  we 
dcnow  j how  the  fublunary  bodies 
•yeild  in  greatnes  to  the  celeftiai 
i>odyes , and  they  vnto  the  tcr- 
iherjthe  more  high  they  are;  in  lb 
much  as  not  a ftarr  of  the  leaft 
jmagflitud, but  is  farr great ertheft 
*1  the  globe  of  inferior  things  to-, 
gether.  W^*knoty  betides  } that 
euery  man  from  Adam  td  thfe 
-©fL*the ' tyorld 
djath-  had  anibshal^b  an  Angil 
.-Guardian  to  attend  vpon  thdmiffe 
zfaey  good  or  bad  ,al  equally  pit- 
ft  rig  of  this  benefttvs4$t&e 

• -i  Nx  it 
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it  folio  wes  ,(asve  haue  fayd  bek 
fore)  that  th  e number  of  Inf eriour 
Apgels  deputed  to  that  charge, 
exceedeth  the  number  of  al  men 
that  euer  were,  are , and  shal  bee* 
which  being  fo,  howinnumerous 
muft  the  fuperiour  bee  ,fince  ( as 
we  haue  formerly  deduced)  they 
increafe  in  proportion  the  more 
fuperior  they  are.Certainly,more 
eafy  it  were  , to  number  al  the 
4hrrs  in  beaUen , the  drops  of  the 
Sea,  the  leaues  of  trees, the  plants 
rof  the  earth , and  the  Atomes  of 
jthe  Sun,then  the  multitud  of  Ai> 
gels  knowne  only  to  God  him- 
.felfcv  (i.  : A .» 

: Let  vf  addmoreouer, the  better 
to  fett  of  the-glory  of  ouribuiraii. 

. g ne  Qu  eene,  i$r  fecond  wonder  in 
.train?  of  thfe  to  wk»That  al  the 
jdfe&'ias:  they  arfe, 
* u-r  . haue 
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haue  each  one  yet  a diuerfity 
among  thenafelues  *,  and  if  it  be 
fuch  a delightful  fight , to  fee  a 
Garden  al  planted  with  variety' 
of  flowers , how  much  more  de- 
lightful muft  it  bee,  to  fee  thefe 
Angelical  flowers  adorning  the 
jheauenly  Garden  with  each  one 
their  feueralfpecies  accordingto 
their  feueral  dignity  and  merits?. 
Andheere  our.Imagi nation  hath 
a fpafious  feild  , to  exercife  it 
felfe  in  deuout  concepts  of  the 
B.  Virgins  perfections  and  excel- 
lence •,  for  iftheCourtiers  ftriue 
With  fomuch  fpledor  , how  much 
more  fplendid  muft!  needes  that 
Maieftie  bee,  oh  whom  they  al 
attend;.  * . - 
For  fo  thefe  R;  Spirits  are  per- 
petually attending  before  her 
Throne  adoring  her,  and  ready  at 

N 5 the 
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theJea#  twinkling  of  her  eye,  td 
exeunt  her  commands,  which  are 
commonly  for  the  good  and  fal* 
yation  of  man.  This  is  the  opi- 
nion of  S.Anguftine  where  he 
&yes : $.  Michael  and  at  the  other 
*4nge Is  hone  an  eye  in  htautn/vnlo 
the  P,  Virgin , to  fee  vtheveshte  would  : 
Command  them  any  things  for  the 
good  of  foalej  on  earth.  Let  vs  con- 
dude  then;  that  her  Greatnefla 
are  vnfpeak cable  amt  incoihpre- 
beohble  not  only  by  men  but. 
cnen  by  the  Angels  thetnfeluee^;  - 
and  that  next  to  God  she  hath 
themoft  foueraigqe  command  i ri 
beaueo  ,.aa  being  (-jueeqe  of  af 
the  celeftial  Hierarchies  there,, 
and  Mother  of  the  fupreme  Mb- 
Oarefcjand  Creator  of  euiery  thing*. 

Neither-'doth  her  dornittibrr 
terminate  or  end  heere  . but  as  * 

she 
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she  is  Qweene  of  Angels , and  df 
Heauen,  fo  alfo  is  f he  ef  Earth  Sc 
the  ^inhabitants  thereof  j and  for 
this  reafoh  cheDiuines  cal  her  fre- 
quently RegMa  mmdi,  the  Qu  eeh 
of  earth.  S.  Gregory  often  intit- 
lesherto  the  name  of  Lady  ef  al 
Chtifliaw,  & fo  with  good  reafon 
may  fhe  bee,  who  was  fo  great  it 
part  of  bur  redemption,  for  God 
had  neuer  been  made  man  but  foV 
her,  andconfequently  had  n'euet 
fuffered  for  vs , nor  gone  through 
with  the  Worke  of  our  redemp- 
tion ; which  ought  to  he  a power- 
ful Motiue  to  induce  vs  to  honour 
and  feuerence  her. 

Nay,  euen  the  very  diuels  them- 
felues  do  dread  her  power  at  the 
foie  inuocation  of  whofe  name  ' 
they  al  are  pot  to  flight*.  When  I 
froHOtMCfhut  *4ue  Maria  {fay es  the 

- • N 4 deuout 
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- deuout  S .Bernard)  the H eauetts  do 
fmiUy  the  u4ngels  reioyce  ^ the  "world 
, exults Jjel  trembles,  and  the  diuels are 
in  difmay . S.Bridgitt  in  the  firffc 
booke  of  her  Reqelatrons  fayes^ 
that  the  B.  V irgins  rankes  and  di- 
gnity in  heavien  is  fo  fapreme, 
as  the  diuels  are  cooft rained  to 
honour  it  \ and  f he  addes  : That 
as  often  as  any  shalbe  raoleAed  by 
their  temptations  , let  them  but 
inuocat  her  facred  name^nd  pre- 
sently they  al  fhal  vanifh  and 
be  put  to  flight,  of  whofe  foie 
.Command  they  more  Band  in 
awe,  then  of  al  their  t6rtrients$ 
fo  as  whenfoeuer  fhe  vndertakes 
the  caufe  of  any  foule,  they  dare 
»ot  withftand  her  in  it ; as  wit} 
\ neflfeth  this  ftory  regiftred  in  the 
Prompt  wry  of  her  Miracles',  anii 
taken  out  from  theAce  by  Pelbttt 


Digitized  by  Google 


andferue the  *B. ZJ^Msry. 
id  his  SteUary  of  the  B.  Virgin, 

•.  There  was  aman  (fayes  he)  of 
a,  nature  fo  euil  inclined  and  per- 
uerfe , as  he  neuer  was  exercjfed 
in  any  good,,-  but  only  in  fome 
few  reuerences  and  praiers  which1 
he  daily  offered  vp  to  the  B.  Vir- 
gin. This  man,:though  often  inf- 
pired  to  leaue  his  wicked  life, was1 
yet  fo  farr  from  it , as  he  perfifted1 
more  obflinat  in  it  euery  day,  vn-r 
til  at  laft  in  drawing  his  late  ft 
breath,  he  imagined  himfelf  hur-’ 
ried  by  a crew  of  diuels  , .with 
horrible  noy fe  and  bowlings  vn-' 
to  the  tribunal  of  the  Judge*, 
where  they  demaunding  iuftice, 
and  the  Iudge  putting  them/  to; 
declaration  of  the . caufel  y they 
clearly  ptoued  hind  a moft  wi cfted^ 
mahi>.ahdas  fuch:defiredfenterice 
fhould  be  gnjentpn  .him  ^When 
. . . N v the 
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the  Bt.  Virgin  (landing  vp  in  his, 
defence  , declared  whatfoeuer 
good  (hei  bad  kiiowna  hy  him*  t 
Ijke  a,  nipft  faithful  Adupcate;-- 
but  fcarce  had  fhe  fmifhed  her 
fpeech,,  when  in  an  infolentmaru-  - 
ne?  the  diuels  argued  againtt  her 
thus;  is  this  al  you  are  able  to  fay: 
fpr  him  ? vnkffe  you^  defend  his  • 
cgufe  better  then  fo  and  bring 
more  proofcs  ofgoodnes  in  him, 
Vfhat  > for  his  bad , Vilbecome  of 
him  may  be  eafily  feed;  & heere 
he  began  to,  add  vnto  the  lift  of 
his  offences  thoufands  and  thoiK- 
faudh  more;  when  the  B*  Virgin, 
faring  their  number  fo  great,  a» 
by  the  way  of  luftice'  there-  was  , 
no  hope  for  him , shee  (trait  ad~ 
theft  her  (elf«  by  that  of  flaercyy 

and  iproftratingi.her  felfe  befpw 

v the  Iudgesfeete,qodbQnei>  kehadi : 
*:  1 rayfed . 


Digitized  by  Google 


anJfiruethe&Zt^Mary.  2.99 
railed  her  vp , but  fhe  began  if 
thcfe  pretenders  to  luftjce  ( fay 4 
f hee)  were  interefled  in  the  caufe 
more  then  out  of  malice  , they 
fhould  carry  it  and  I would  not 
fomuch  at difpure  it  with  them, 
but  to  what  exid  al  this  long  re* 
capitulation  of  crimed  what  con* 
ccrnes  it  them  whether  your  inf- 
pirations  wereobeyed  ornoc'or 
hnee  when  hhue  they  been  foe 
ifcalous  of  your  hon  our , that  they 
fhould  care  fb  much  where  you 
Were  dif  honored  2 certainly,  if 
there  be  any  fauft  , it  is.  cbeifly 
theirs,  and  if  there  be  any,  of* 
fence  it  is  only  yours*  it  is  you 
only  whom  he  hath  offended  jaad 
to  you  alone  he  is  ready  to  make 
fatisfadion,aot  with  any  boaft  of 
merit , or  that  he  ftands  on  iufti- 
fying  his  caufe , but  with  repen* 
' ’ * . tance 


J 00  \A  Jrttthod  to  louc 

tapce  in  his  heart,  teases  in  his 
eyesj&fighsinhis  mouth,  to  ob- 
taioe  of  your  mercy*  what  ofiu« 
ft  ice  he’cannot  hope  for. I cofefle 
the  quantity  St  quality  .of  hiscrl- 
piesare  fo  e normi  ous  great , that 
theydeferue  nothi ng  b ut  death  Sc 
danationv  but  if  my)pr ayers.  were 
cuer  powerful  with  you  now  heat 
my  prayers  for  him  , and  by  thefe 
breafts  which  had  the  honour 
oncetiO  gjue  you  fucke,  1 coniure 
you;  for  fo  many  drops  of  rail  Ice 
y on  haue  receiued  from  them , to 
bellow  onedtop  o£  bloudjof  the 
aboundatjee  you  hauef  hedfor 
finners  ,to  wafhe  this  than  ftord 
his  finhes ; for  bis  life  hereafter 
I wil  vndertake  , fo  as  you  wil 
pardon  what  Is  paftj  for  I /fee  al 
iignes  of  a repentant  tinner  in  his 
heart , his  eyes  fan&als  and  eon* 
eluding  beere  with  aprofound  re- 
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■uerence,  the  ludge  remained  a 
while  with  his  oyeafixt  vponthe. 
ground  in  greatvfufpence  , nor 
weighing  the  mightines  of  his 
crimes,  now  of  her  power  that 
interceded  for  hii»,  whilft  either 
part  was  wauering  betwixt  hope 
and  feare \ at  lift  lifting  vp  His 
eyes , & calling  them  on  her  with* 
a gracious  regard : Though  it  be 
exceeding  much  you  afke,faid  he, 
yet  were  it<  much  more  I could 
not  deny  it  fuch  an  interceflion^ 
for.  your  fake  then  I pardon  him 
this  once,  but'neuer  let  him  hope 
for  pardon  againe,  if  he  abufe  it’ 
now -i  hduing  fayd  this,  the  diuels 
confounded  departed  with  horri-* 
blqcryes  faying  v We  knew  wef 
1 enough  what  would  be  the.  end  o£ 

it , f hee  euer  hath  the  better  of 
vs, and  *tis  our  folly  to  contend 
" with 


jet  jf*  ^ Jtftetttfid  td  lout  '' 
with  her,  she  is  too  pcwerfnlai® 
Aduocate , and  to®  gdacioos  withr 
the  Iudge:fo  they  vanished  awaj^. 
and  the  poare.  man  returning  to 
bimfeif  againe  , recounted  to  ai- 
this  horrible  vifion , and  deceit 
uir^g  the  Bhiftcians  for  biseorpo- 
nii  health  5 and  the  diueb  for  his 
(piritual,  he  reconered  both , ma-*' 
Jang  of  either  fitch  vfe  far  the: 
tbne  to  came, that  he  entred  into 
fteligi  on,  and  there  to  his  dying 
day  iedd  amoft  holy  life. 

By  which  we  mop  fee  the  pre- 
cioufnes  of  the  facred  bdoud  o§ 
Chfift  out  Xotd,  and  how  prqua~ 
lent  with  him  and  powerful  ;oae# 
our  adoerfaries  is  his  Glorious 
Mother  and  ©or  woft  faithful 
Jbiuocatev 
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toftfcg'W'bfafkmi  :cmr 
to  the  -B.  V trgin  for  her* 

' being  our  mofi  deare  and: 
, mtrciftd  $Mother* 


C H A 1.  VI. 


■ H i’ . Bleffed  V i'rgiri 
Handing  at  the  foot© 
of  the  Cto(fe  on 
Mwmt  Caluary  ac- 
companied * with  S. 
Ifehn*)  Oar  Saaicur  Ch*Mt  behol- 


diag  h^r  with  a pittiful  and  gra- 
cious eye,  fayed  vnto  hdrjWw**#} 
ivheld  tby  formes  meanfhg  S.Iohn, 
then  addreffing  his  fpeech  to, 
bkit  he  fayd?,  tky  Mother-,  &“ 

from  t 
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from  that  time  ( fayes  the  hoJy 
Scripture)  he  made  account  of 
her  as  his  owne , and  to  the  end. 
of  his  life  obferued  her  accor- 
dingly. v 

From  hence  the.  learned  ga- 
ther this  great  myftery,  how  our 
Sauiour  in  recommending  her 
vnto  S.  Iohn  for  his  Mother  com- 
mended. al  the.faithful  vnto  her 
for  her  children ; for  if  S.  Iohn 
( fay  they ) reprefented:  them  al 
(as  there  is  no  doubt  of  it)  the 
B.  Virgin  being  affigned  him  for 
Mother was  likewife  afligned 
vnto  al.  Chnftians.  .Whereupon 
S.  Bernard  fals.  into  this  deuout 
exclamation  : o -worthy  of  al  ad- 
miration ! behold  thy  Mother , &c. 
for  kjiow  thou,  ifMary  be  thy 
1/her  , Ieftis  Chrift  ij  thy1  brother,  &*■ 
his  Fathir  : con fequentty  thine  them 
embrace 
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&firue  the  2?  , ZJ.Jttaryl  \of 
tiihace  thy  \) Affine s in  her  } And 
fo  afturedly  k is,  God  is  our  Fa- 
tber  jOtui  Father  which  art  in  heaven; 
We  arc  brothers- to  our  Sauiour 
Chrift : Cqea/nto  my  brothers , &c; 
fayes  he  to  the  holy  Magdalen, 
and  for  theB.  Virgins  being' our 
Mother',  there  can  be  no  doubt 
at  al  j and  heare  Si  Anfeljne  pro- 
ving it  i i leftts  chrijl  the  fonne  of 
Mary^'h  onr  brother,  (fayes  he)  ^ 
therfore  confequently  his  Mother  mu  ft 
he  ours.  How  much  then  ought 
we  to  reioye e,and  how  excels iue 
great  our  contentment  ought  to 
be  , hauing  for  our  Mother  the; 
Mother  of  God  himfelfe, Queen 
both  .of  heauen  and  earth.  - * 

'.a  And  not  only  fbe  is^  bur  Nfo-‘ 
ihers  but  a mo  ft  befnigbe  add  gra-* 
\cjous  Mother , fauduriftg  of  no-L 
%hingbut  mercyand  (weetnes^  W 


fof  . 

exercifiog  nothing  but  the  work* 
of  piety  andpitty  towards,  vsv  So 
as  her  tnoft  ordinary  title  is  thi 
Mother  of  gtaee  and  mertp : Mari* 
mater  gratis  >matet  .mfericafiditt  l 
and  fo  in  that  other  Antiphon  she 
is  called  Mater  tnffericerdia  , &c. 
where  we , who  lye  iighing  and 
weeping  in  this  miserable  vale 
of  teares  > implore  her  aide  .and 
gentle  pittic;  of  our  calamities. 
And  wherefore  is  it,  that  in  euery 
gublick  place  her  Image  ©courr* 
votoour  eyes  holding  her  facred 
Infant  in  her  arern , hut  only  tci 
figpify  she  is  alwayes  in  a&uai 
Tendring  of  him  vntovsfor  ouf 
good, as  tfshd  would  faye  ,hee# 
take  ray  fonne  .and  the  fonne  of 
the  Eternal  Father  who  foe  you# 
fakes  defeended  from  beau  on . ti# 
«arth»  4ad  piitt  on.  the  wHjie# 
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of  humanity  in  irhicb  he  fufferd 
Romany  indignities  euen  at  laft  to 
y ndergoe  an  ignominious  death, 
feare  not  hot  approach  vnto  him 
heer  with  confidence,  he  ii  al  gra- 
tious,  al  pittiful,  and  affable,  and 
if  your  finnes  deterr  you  from 
eomming  neare , remember  how 
tomakeyou  great , he  is  become 
alitle  infant  , and  their  angers 
are  euereafily  appeafd  ; on  my 
Word  take  him  then , and  enioy 
him  as  aguift  fro  me,  whofe  pof*. 
fefffpn  can  not  but  much  aduan- 
tag o youvaqd  to  render  youpfelfe 
mote  worthy  of  the  rntereft  in 
binv  >wkoliy  reWQuace  al  intereft 
in  vke>  and  calling  your  felfe 
humbly  at  his:  feet®,  rtfi^©  vncd 
him  your  hart  >^pd  your  befthe- 
lbueddefifceai  and  In  rdeompenee. 
jhqreof  he  wil  beftoar  oh'yooa 

laftingi 
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failing  good  and  happines  aboue 
the  iniury  of  death  or  time;  O 
happy , and  a thoufartd  times  hap- 
py arethofe  foules  who  harken  tor 
thefe  lllent  -invitations  of  her?, 
and  hauing  recoijrfe  vnto  her  ini 
al^thcir  afflictions  .know  how  tor 
prevayle  themfelues  of  her  beni- 
gnity. let  them  aflfure  themfel- 
pesthey  shal  neuer  finde  the  ga- 
tes of  her  liberality,  shutt,  nor  iitt 
downe  with  a repulfe  of  what  foe- 
jierthey  law  fully  deftre.  Cod  for- 
bit  ( fayes  deuout  S,  Bernard  J 
- that  I should  thinhjt  you  can  euer 
abandon  thafey  who  hauef laced theyt 
Confidence  in  you.  And  Theophilus 
in  the  Booke  intitied,  The  nt(rrour 
of  the  B.  Virgin  , is  introduced 
faying  : I knoWy  O foueraine  Lady 
your  Core  of  vs  hern  excejitue  great  it 
isyforwho  euer  hath  hofed  in  you  and 
;;  been 
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hetn  confounded  j who  etter  implored 
your  aide  , and  been  abandoned  ? And 
to  this  purpose  is  that  faying  c£ 
Origen  :I  hottld  for  ’certainly  time  j 
that  the  B.  Virgin  being  inftdntiy  be - 
feeched  for  any  thing , is  neuet  wan - 
ting  to  the  necesfities  of  him  who 
befeeches  her ^ for  that  she  isaimercy , 
v and fofal  of  grace , <wrd  therefore  she 
cannot  choofe  but  haue  Companion  of 
thofewho  craue  her  he/f  ^Excellent 
words , and  -able,  to  animat  the 
tfioft  defpcrat  .to  a hope  nfhi^ 
faluatipn , and  allay  the  moft  ott-f 
tragious  affli&ion  which  was  etter 
jin  any  breaft.  Being  our  Mother1- 
then;,  she  cherished  vs  with  a ma- 
ternal loue,and  hath  more  card 
pf  vs  then  euet  any  Mother  had  oF 
i her  only  child  , neuer  fay  ling  vsv 
with  fuccour  inour  neceflities^f-5 
fi  (lance  in  Our  dangers , comfort 

in 
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3n  our  affli&ions,  nor  finally  de- 
Jiu/ancefrom  any  euil  what  foe* 
tier,  wh^rt  foetier  with  confidence 
and  demotion  we  importune  her 
ior  it»  So  is  she  our  aduncate  ia 
heauen  with  Aim.  God  , where 
she  gladly  vndertakes  our  probe* 
tftion  ^defends  ottrcadfe  jjprocu-* 
res  to  afliice  vs  the  poflfemon  Of 
Eternal blifie, and  finally  neg lefts 
no  occafion  of  putting  Vs  faire 
with  her  Bs  Sonne,  and  Working 
ys.  into  hw  grace.  In  confirma- 
tion of  the  great  prerogative  we 
h$ue  in  heauen  by  fuchan  Agent 
for  vs,  S.  Bernard  encourages  man 
t©  prefent  himfeife  without  fieare 
before  Aim.  God  ;C»,  Go,  with 
Xfo/lfidcnze  foies  be,  before  the  throat 
of  his  diarm  Maieflie  where  the  foam 
beholds  the  Mother * and  the  father  the 
fount#  the  fontie  shews  his  father  his 

hands 
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hnttds  gnd.feet*  andfidt  al  wounded; 
the  motker  'vnto  her  fame  hot  /keyed 
hr<xtdh4b*tgu*ehimfiicf{/f4M  there 

is  no  ftare  of  4 refoife  xvhbrt  fdmkn} 
fignttof  lone  andxharity  tot. ' ‘ 

But  yet  this  is  not  al,  nor  doth 
( this  careful  Lady  and  Mother  of 
ours  only  procure  VstfattoUrs  > but 
alfutes  theot  vs  iby*  appealing 
Let  Sonne  when  whaufc  offer? 
dedhim,and  reconciling  his  loue 
vnto  vs.  againe*  but  lor  her  , how 
often  had  the  world  been  thlm- 
<dred  <by:  that  iufti  lodge  abouefr 
hoW.often  had  the  fouks  therein' 
for  their  offences,  been  preeipitat 
ted.MBleilldaWne  head  loAginto 
Eternal  bet  wh$eh  a ^ there 
clejareeiau»pleci*flot  bee , then 
that  memorable  v$6  of  S Domi- 
nick, Who  praying  One  night,  be* 
h^ki6rihanourS*uk>ur  Ghrift 
Ilw  lea  ted 
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feated  at  the  right  hadof  his  Aim. 
Father,  al  inflamed  withwrath  & 
fui-ie,  holding.thrce  terrible  thun- 
derbolts hi  -his,  haad^rfady  t<?  dis- 
charge on  earth  in  punishment 
of  three-  fumes  then  frequently 
taigning , amongtt  men,  Pride 
Auarig?,,  and  Luxury}  when  the 
Bleflfed  Virgin  to  mitigate  h& 
Wrath  prqftrating  her  feife  be- 
fore his  feete,and  ftraitly  emtira^ 
ring  them  •,  I app^ale,!  appeals 
X Sayd  she  ) from  thisyoar  anger 
how  eueriuft  it  bee  , vnto  that 
Wonted- clemency  of  yours  , be- 
seeching you  by  it , if  not  abfo- 
Jlutly  to  reuoke  your  fentence* 
yet  at  leaft  toiurc^afe  for  a while 
jthe execution  of it;  for, afas5what 
wil  you  do?  againft  whom  do  you 
prepare  ,th$fe  armes  * and  whole 
r#ine  haqs «y ou  wfalued . vpo»? 
,.v  ' -»  Wil 
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wil  you  annihilate  your  owne 
workmanship , and  bee  the  per- 
dition of  thofe  whom  you  haue 
feued  withfo  much  coft  of  paine 
and  bloud  ? and  would  you  ) re- 
plied her  fonne,hauing  rayf’d  her 
vp, defeated  her  by  his  fide)woul<£ 
you  haue  fuch  crimes  as  thefe  vn- 
punished?  who  would  not  then  in 
hope  of  impunity  committ  them 
hereafter  in  defpight  of  me  ? no, 
at  were  but  to  proftitute  my  Iu- 
flice  to  their  abufe  not  to  exercife 
it  heere*  and  now  to  pardon  them 
were  to  make  my  pardon  for  euer 
more  vile  and  contemptible? 
why  alas  deare  fonne  (fayd  she  ) 
as  they  are  apt  to  offend  , fo  ar 
they  to  be  forry  for  it,  doubt  not 
f then  but  at  your  Hr  ft  fummons  of 
them  to  repentance , they  wilbe 
1 obedient  to  it  5 and  to  this  effect 

© behold 
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behold  heefe  ready  two  feruants 
of  yours  ( pointing  out  to  S.tra- 
cis  and  S.  Dominick ) apt  mini- 
fters  to  employ  therein  , and  to 
©short  them  Vtoto  penance,  after 
shield  if  they  perfift  in  their  wic** 
kednes  j,do  your  iuftice  what  it 
wil  witfrthem , 1 haue  done  with 
them.  Hereupon  his  diuine  Maie- 
ftie  let  his  thunder  fal  out  of  his 
hands  , his  boy  ling  anger  coole, 
and  at  his  Mothers  prayers  was 
for  that  once  content  to  pardon 
man. 

• Hauing  then  a Mother  in  hea- 
u en  fo  powerful  as  she,let  vs  haue 
recourfe  to  her,and  put  vs  in  shel- 
ter vnder  her, as  children, do  vnder 
their  Mothers  when  they  fly  their 
fathers  wrath^and  that  efpecially 
when  wee  finde  our  felues  molt 
preft  with  ill  fortune  or  calami- 

•.  ty. 
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ty , and  fay  vnto  her  : Sub  tuum 
pr&fdiumy  &C.  O mother  of  God  and 
•of  vs , wee  put  our  felues  wader,  your 
paotettion } refufe  'Vsmtinmr  necef- 
fties  y nor  abandon  vs  vnto  the  af- 
ftiSiions  that  threaten  m\  and  haue 
a firmc  confidence  that  she  wr! 
fuccour  you  , and  haue  pitty  of 
your  miferable  eftate,  who  neuer 
refufes  fhofie  who  haue  recourCe 
xo  her.  In  fo  much  as  a holy  DoC- 
tour  fayes*, If  fo  great  be  the  enor- 
xnity  of  our  crimes  as  we  feare  to 
appeare  .with  them  before  Aim. 
God,  our  befit  courfe  were  to  ad- 
^refife  our  felues  to  her , and  she 
.infallibly  wilfuccour  vs.  And  S. 
Chryfoftom  in  one  of  his  Ser- 
V xnons  fayes  vnto:her*  You  haue 
hccnchofen  from  eternity  (fayes 
he  ) Mother  of  God,  to  the  end 
that  thofe  whom  God  in  iuftice 
O z cannot 
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cannot  faue, should  arritieby  your 
pittiful  interceflion  vnto  falua-.  ' 
tion. 

And  with  this  accords  wel  that  I 
Vifion  which  B.  Leo  had,  one  of 
holy  S.  Francis  companions , in  ! 
Which  he  had  a representation  of  : 
the  finall  Iudgemenfc  day,  where  . j 
he  fa  we  two  ladders  reared  vpp, 
the  one  a read  one  reaching  from 
earth  to  heauen,  where  our  B.  Sa- 
uioiir  al  in  terror  fate  > the  other 
of  white,  iuft  of  the  fame  propor- 
tion extended  to  the  B.  Virgins 
throne,  where  she  fate  inal  fweet- 
nes  and  affability  and  he  obfer- 
ued  that  thofe  who  mounted  vp 
by  that  read  one,  did  fal  to  groud 
agayne  fome  from  the  neather 
rounds  and  fo  vpwards  euen  vnto  1 
the  very  topp,vntil  Saint  Francis  J 
called  to  them , and  admonifhed  I 

them 
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them  to  clime  by  that  white  one, 
and  he  would  allure  them  of  bet- 
ter fpeed  *,  and  he  fawe  that  thofe 
who  followed  his  counfel  were 
.gratioufly  reeeiued  by  our  Lady 
•&  introduced  into  heauen.  From 
which  vifion,  and  we  haue  before 
deduced , refultsan  euidet  proofe 
trfher  motherly.  Care  of  vs , and 
•how  she  loues  vs  euer  to  paflioh 
procuringwith  extraordinary  fo- 
liated al  wee  ftand  in  need  of 
both,  in  heauen  and  earth.  With 
good  reafan then  ought  We  to  re- 
uerence  ;her  j and  haue  her  in  ho- 
nour and  veneration-,  with  good 
reafon  are  we  to  ferue  her  affe- 
dionately  , and  confecrat  vntro 
f.  hf*  the  beft  defines  of  our  hart; 
■and  this  al  lawes  both  diuine  and 
humane  exadt  of  vs , to  witt , that 
if  shebe  our  mother , we  should 

63  loue 
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loue  and  bonour  her,  and  if  aloue 
and  honour  be  due  fromvstoout 
parents  who  engender  esinto 
this  world,  with  how  much  more 
aneafon  is  itduletd  her , whofoca- 
aefulJy  procures  our  regeneration 
to  a better  life? 

; Letvs  bote  cafe  then  to  loue  & 
reuerencc  this  foueraigne  Lady 
both  of  heauen  and  earth'  fince 
God  himfelfe  doth  it;  as  wel  as* 
We,  and  ( according td  Methodius) 
bath  a bind  of  obligation  alfo  to 
.doe  it,  she  being  his  Mother1,  and 
consequently  the  precept  of  ho- 
nouring our  parents  hauing  alfo 
reference  vnto  him  , yea  and  it 
ieemes  in  more1  particular  man- 
ner vnto  birn  then  vs , fmcfc  She  •* 
WasnaOre  particularly  bis  pfctetffc 
then  any  can  be  ours , both  be-  j 
caufe-he  had  ho  other  on  earth 

' . but. 
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•feather  Sas  alfo becaufe  she  could 
feaue  no  other  Tonne.  Youhaue 
■good  reaTonto  reioice{  fayesthe 
J »yd  Methodius  y fince  you  bane 
him  in  a manner  on  the  fcore 
^ith  you,  to  whom  al  mortals  are 
indebted  felfe.  And  To  he  went 
It  ill  honouring  her  heer  on  earth, 
us  his  dears  Mother , and  as  fuch 
was  obedient  to  her  ',et  «rat  futdt- 
tus  illis  , as  the  holy  Scripture 
/ayes  * neither  doth  he  lefle  ho- 
nour her  now  in  heauen , but  ( as 
Tome  deuout  Doctors  fayd)  after 
his  glorious,  ^(tf^lficAion  firft  fa- 
Juting  her  with  a S'alue  fanfta  Pa- 
rens j he  iterated  it  at  her  Affum- 
ption  into  heauen , and  there  Tes- 
ting her  at  his  owne  right  hand, 
althe  Court  of  heauen  doing  re- 
uerence  to  her  the  while,  hejeon- 
fUtutedher  inabfolut  power  and 
O4  authority 
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authority  ouer  the  trine  Empire 
of  the  Vniuerfe  s where  al  bow 
down  before  her, as  to  the  daugb- 
ter,  mother  and  fpoufe  of  the  Al- 
bleflcd  Trinity , the  Queene  of 
Angels,  Emprelfe  of  the  Worlds 
and  moft  faithful  Mediatrix  of  ad 
Chriftian  foules.vnto  her  Blefled 
Sonne  , who  grants  al  things  at 
■her  rei$jue£« 


andfermthe  SXJ.JHary.  tit 

:'i-L2L • V-* 

*7,  H'11,"'  - , » -j— - . , „ 
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ll6v<v  to  put  thefe  reueren * 
ctt  in  praffife,  Wherby  the 
- J,  ^ #?<>  & honored, 

' Chap,  vii. 


K 


I 


N the  precedent  cha- 
pters we  haue  feed 
bf-  what-  excellency 
and  valour  is  the  ex- 
ercife  of  Reuerences 


to  the  B.  Virgin  , and  how  ac- 
ceptable vnto  het  it  is  5 we*  haue 
•tnoreouer  fuflicieotly  informed 
-our  felues  of  the  -re»fons  which ' 
•aJhoifld  moue  vf  vwto'  fter-Waei- 
xence,  as  that  sheis-thb -mother  of 


the  lei  ngofheauen  ,4rw  firrpa:lBflg 
>^«ry  therh  ,raodJthat,shei  js  »f 
O v higher 
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higher  dignity  then  al  the  quiets 
of  heauen,  that  she  hathaTpower 
heer  on  death,  and  finally.  that 
she  is.  our  Mother  and  foueraigne 
Lady  alio.  Andy  66  dutch  more 
-Couldallfea^q.  Lalleagt^  %oue 
vs.  to  deuotion , did  hot  the  feare 
Hdeterr  meof  ingulfingmy  ielf  in- 
to (o  wide  and  profoud  an  Ocean. 
Wherfore  flew-  it  tetnaine^hat  I 

to  put  in  granule  thi^fo  laudablt 
4cuotk>n.  v .i.  • ' y-.£ 

, Firft  then  I fay  , We  aretoen- 
deauout  by  often  genuflexions 
god . iwdinatioias  of  the 
. honour  her.iio^h&eb  dbe  betfier 
> jj&a&uat  oid  fellies  We  are  to*b»- 

fcynei  ^juadinpake  choice  of  time 
anyplace  is>dPi<zanaenientfotfflCt 
■*m&  if  flfeyjtodchtpgc  thw-cira»B»* . 

. Jlance 


' & [me  &$%£), Mary.  $1$ 

jftance  of  j-aary  isthe  chei- 

feft  thing  we  aff  to  regard  j of 
time , the  night  feemes  fitted:  as 
that,  whfcfr  is  freeft  from  diftrac- 
cioo,  ■dc  beR  Compofeth  the  mind. 

^.Eli- 
zabeth daughter  of  the  King  of 
Hungary  exercifed  herfelfe  with 
jfuch  affections  in  this  fo  laudable 
deuotion , as  fhe  appointed  one 
of  her  women  euery  night  to  a- 
wake  her  at  a eertaine  houre  by 
fotne  fecret  way  f he  had , when 
fhe  would  rife  vnknowne  to  the 
Prince  her  husband , and  fpend 
moft  part:  of  the  infuing  night  in 
<hefe  adorations  Which  the  Ro- 
*n£n  Breuiary  makes  mention  of* 
Shee  riftar  in  the  nights  ( fays 
from  her  hnshand , the  timf  in w 
frtyer  and gemfleftions.  At  whi^ljp  • 
•S&ne>n©  doubt  > but  the  Angel?  • 

ieioy- 
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Teioyced  to  fee  her  vertuoufly  ih> 
ployed  5 being  riche  and  noble  by 
birth  j but  far  more  by  vettue  and 
liter  true 'denotion,  and  finally  bet 
performing  that  on  earth,  which 
the  Angels  account  themfelues 
happy  to  do  in  heauen. 

Now  for  the  number  of  them, 
I wil  preferibe  none, but  leaueit 
to  the  deuotions  of  thofe  who are 
defirous  to  exercife  themfeluet- 
therin , nor  the  manner  how  it  is 
to  be  done,either  of  bowing  one 
lenee  to  the  ground , or  both , of 
lifting  vp  their  hands  or  croffing 
them  before  their  br  eafts , but  let 
them  choofe  that  pofture  which 
likes  them  beft,and  which  market 
.^noft  for  their  deuotiom 

.Only  I wil  fpeake  a word  or 
wo  in  the  commendations  thefts 
sbf  in  general^  as  firft  > o£then&- 

cility 


Digitized  by  Google- 


snd  feme  the  3XJ.M*ry.  5 15 
cility  wherewith  it  is  don , there 
being  none  To  much  employed  or 
infirm? , who  cannot  with  eafe 
dofomewhat  in  this  kind  , either 
in  bending  the  knee , or  bowing 
the  head , a&idris  which  ar  e com- 
patible withal  , in  what;  eftate  or 
imploy merit  foe’r  they  be.  Then 
it  is  a kind  of  deuotion  ( this  of 
adoration ) of  al  others  the  moft 
noble  and  acceptable  to  the 
Queene  of  Heauen,the  office  of 
Angels,  and  who  then  would  not 
be  ambitious  of  it  ? to  doe  the 
fameon  earth,  which, al  thecek- 
fliaL  Courtiers  do  in  heauen  $ and 
I befeech  deuout  perfons  , that 
they  would  but  confider , how  di* 
\ ligently  and  with  whit  care  yotar 
earthly  Princes,  are  ferued  and 
f honoured  by  their  followeis  arid 
Gputtyof  #w£ich  whbfpeiter 

but 
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bat  obfcrue*  rnufl:  needs  blush  for 
fbarae , if  they  be  not' as  careful 
and  a Arduous  in  fehiing  their 
Queene  of  Heauen. 

: And  to  incite  our  deuotions 
thereurttopt  wovdddo  weltoread 
of  the  dil  igence  of  Saint&  in  this 
particular  f as  namely  in  Surius 
of  S,  albert , how  he  bowed  hi® 
inees  a hundred  times  a day,  and 
fifty  times  proftrated  himfelf  on 
the  ground , fayingeach  time  an 
■*4*c  Maria  in  honour  of  the 
Queene  of  Heauen  * And  of  S. 
Catherine  of  Sucina  daughter  ©f 
S.  Brigit , how  (according  to-  the 
fame  Ai$hour  ) sh<*wasfrom  beiir 
tender  infancy  fo  cxerclfed  in 
prayer , as  belles  o«r  Ladye  Of- 
fice which  she  recited  euery  day, 
irith  the  Penitential.  Pfalmes  & 
fuch  deuotios*  she  iihploySi 

bet; 
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.ker  hpH&^euery.day 

fP^inwalJy  ,,ip  tbi%  exewife  of 
genuflexions  ynto'the  B.Vitgins 
tjonqur , accompanying  *t  with 
.many  teares.  As  for  that  which 
& Iphn  Dattvafcetl  hath  left  Writ*  « 
ten  of  iiWfSt#iM9  it, doth  mone 
caufis  our  woder;  then  imitation*  - 
lus  handing  ona  pilfer , expofed 
ynto  thy  rigors  of.  winters , and 
feprchhPg  of  ^o^P^heapeitihjrty 
•fi#®  cPhit$  highe^fitnated  ©nan, 
*mineflt  Mountains  top p vand 
*his  continued  £pr ; more  then 
thirty  yeares * making  a thoufand 
-fdd  athoufepd  .genuflexions  and 
infUq^tajops  fcue>yj  day  ifchdorie 
.of  the  4eruaqtsof  B*  ThBadoret 
JU&hepp,  of  Qyrene  ebferuing 
him  ope  d^y  ^counted  abcuie.jt 
^hotifend<w<p  hfettdwctand&rty 

thatnf 
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thofe  meratf  ainfulooes,  he  bow5* 
ing  ('  as  it  were  ) &ue»  round’iii 
performing  them.  ■ 

So  of  theglprioiis  Apoftle  S.Baf- 
tholomew  we  reade , that , a him,- 
• dred  times  a day  and  as  many  by 
night,  hevfedto  bend  his  knee?, 
which  was  more  in  one  who  was 
fo  perpetually  and  aflidualiy  im- 
ployed  in  preaching,  and  cornier- 
ting  of  the  world,  then  a hundred 
times  fo  much  were  in  another 
man.  Wei  did  he  vnderftand  of 
how  highe  price  and  value  with 
the  B.  Virgin  thefe  Reuerences 
and  adorations  were, ) voder  (lan- 
ding things  'in  fueh  art  illumina- 
liue  manner  as  he  did)  or  els  he 
had  neuer  been fb  careful  & puii- 
j^ualiinperformingthem. 

But  nd  wbnder  that ‘the  holy 
Saints  aM  fronds  of  Alm.  God 

baue 
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haue  produced  fuch  ftrage  effe&s 
as  thefe , & left  to  vs  fo  litle  hope 
of  imitating  them,  (ince  the  di- 
uine  grape  that  fuperabounded  in 
them,  the  ardent  fire  of  the  holy 
Ghoft  that  inceffantly  inflamed* 
their  harts , and  that  height  of 
perfe&ion  they  had  attained  vnto 
al  concurred  vnto  the  rendring 
them  a&iue  vigours  and  dili- 
gent in  this  holie  exercife.  But 
as  for  vs  weaklings  as  we  are, 
deftitut  of  thofe  fpirrtual  forces 
Which  they  had,  and  that  mind  to 
apply  thofe  forces  to  the  beft  y if 
We  cannot  imitat  them  fo  nearly, 
yet  at  leaft  a farr  off  we  may  do 
romewhat.in  their  imitations  and 
bitter  isitfotodo,8fdoit  deuouti 
ly  , then  weary  our  felues  by  en4 
terprizing  too  much  Snd  fo  be- 
come whoiy  failed  and  diAani^ 
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piat,  and  rather  loofe  fpirit  then 
gayne  by  the  exccffe. 

..  There  is  an  Example  concer- 
ning this,  taken1  out  ©f  the  Mir- 
rour  of  exampiwvbich  is  this* 

• A eertaine  Religions  Womanhad 
a daily  deviation  to  (ay  an  hun- 
dred and  fifty  ulm  Mwics,  ac- 
company ing  each  one  With  a pro- 
found reuerence  3 but  five  grow- 
ing cold  in  the  performance  of 
them , by  reafon  the  number  fee - 
pied  exceffiue  great , was  diuinely 
admonished  in  vifioa  to  diminish 
them  to.  a third  part,  vnder  the 
condition  that  she  should  fay 
thofewith  greater  feruour  & de- 
potion.  And  S.  Hi&itke  to  this 
pnrppfe  fayes,  it  is  for  r better  to  « 
fay  oncPfalmedeuoutly  and  with 
alacrity  of  fpirit , then  the  whole 
P&tet  with,  negligence  andtepv- 

dity 
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dity.  Notwithftanding/uppofing 
al  be  equal,  certainly  much  bet- 
>**Ao  more  then  leffe  , in 
there  ot  any  other  exercifes  of 
yfiety  ,firrce  good  V or  Ices  ar  the 
more  meritoridus  ftil  with  the 
more  difficulty  ,they  ar  perform’d 
and  the  more  grateful  is  the  doing 
of  it,  to  thofe  vntof  whole  reue- 
rencsritis  exhibited,  J J 
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How  the  aptefi  time  for  the 
exercife  off  fife  demotions., 
is  the  particular  feafis  of 
mr  % Lady. 

Chap.,  VII L 

H e Church  ewer 
guided  by  the  holy 
Ghoftjhath  /n  al  ty- 
mes  erected  Teples, 
and  confecrated  Al- 
tars, in  reuerence  of  the  facred 
Queene  of  Heauen,  and  hath  ho- 
noured her  wd$h  ‘ Vowes!*  Hyra- 
nes.  Canticles  Vafid  Laudes , and 
diuers  other  deuotions  and  ferui- 
ces>  which  the  feare  of  detayning 

the 
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the  Reader  too  long , makes  me 
for bear e the  relation  ofs  but  'a- 
boue  the  reft,  fome  feafts  it  hath 
commaunded  to  be  kept,  wheron 
fhe  is  more  particularly  honou- 
red. 

Thofe  may  be  diuided  into  two 
Clafles , tbegreater  &thelefler, 
the  greater  include  her  Concep- 
tion, Natiuity,  Purification,  An- 
nunciation , and  her  Alfumption 
into  heauen-.The  lefter  (&  which 
are  not  of  precept)  her  Praefenta- 
tion,Vifitation,&  others*  among 
which  we  may  add  the  Saturday. 
To  begin  then  from  the  loweft  , 
the  Saturday  is  dedicated  by  the 
holy  Church  vnto  her  honour,  Sc 
„ namely  in  the  Councel  of  Trent, 

I . where  it  is  ordained,  that  MaiTes, 
and  Offices , fhould  be  fayd  of 
her  , on  thole  dayes , when  they 

concurr 


|f  J' 

concur?  not  with  any  other  feaft, 
Moreouer  it  hath  been  an  antient 
•cuftome  ofdeuout  Chriftians  ,ta 
fafltbat  day  imber  hpnourj  which 
kind  of  deuotion  is  moft  accepta-r 
ble  vnto  her , as  appeares  by  this 
following  dory. 

S.  Anfelme  writes  of  a oer- 
taine  Theefe , who  entring  once 
i nto  a poore  widp  wes  houle,with 
intent  to  defpoile  her  pf  what  she 
had  ^ and  finding  her  fo  flender- 
ly  furnished  as  he  imagined  it  not 
Worth  his  paines , he  to  decline 
the  fufpition  of  what  he  came  for* 
ask’t  her  what  vi&uals  she  had , & 

whither  shehadbrokeherfaftthat 

day  ? God  , forbid , replied  fhe, 
that  I should  violat  fo  my  vow  I ^ 
fiaue  made  to  the  B.  Virgin , of 
fading  in  her  honor  euery  fatur-  ■ 
day ; why  fo?  fayd  the  theefe : be-  , 

caufe 


eaufe,  ( faydshe  agaync  , <)  Ihaue 
heard  a certain^  learned  preache# 
fay  that  whofoeuer  did  it , fhould 
netter  die  without  CouEeifiori: 
The  theefe  way  fo  ftrutken  at  the 
report  of  this,  as  remayning  a 
Jong  time  in  confederation  of  his 
wicked  life  , at  laft  he  flatted  Out 
of  that  melancholy  poftare  Wher- 
in  he  was  , and  fetting  rone  knee  to 
the  ground , and  lift  ing  his hands 
and  eyes  to  heauen  : b eeing , it  is 
do, O B.  Vigin , (faydhe , ) and 
that  each  pobre  thing  that  is  don 
for  you  is  Co  richly  rewarded  1 
heere  promife  and  vow  in  imi- 
tation of  this  deuout  feruant  of 
yours , euery  faturday  to  faft  in 
your  honour,,  as  long  as  it  shal 
jaleafeAlro.  God  to  giue  me  Hfe 
and  health  •,  which  afterwards  he 
inuiolatly  ohferued , but  for  the 

reft 
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reft  continuing  ftil  his  haunt  of 
robbing;  it  happened  once  that 
beirig  oner  matched  by  paflingers, 
he  hadihis  head  cut  off  , and  they 
thinking  they  had  made  him  fore, 
went  on  their  way  glorying  in 
what  they  had  done,  whe  behold, 
the  head  cried  out,Confelfion,for 
the  lone  of  God,C6feffionj  when 
imagine  in  what  affright  they 
were,  vnable  a long  while  for  a- 
mazement  to  ftirr  or  moue , vntil 
at  laft  they  came  vnto  the  next 
village,  and  certified  the  Curat  of 
what  had  hapned  * who  running 
thither  accompanied  with  many 
of  his  parifhioners  brought  thi- 
ther by  Curiofity  , behold  , rhey 
hauing  ioyned  the  head  vnto  the 
body , he  with  a loue  and  audible 
voice  that  al  might  heare^im, 
fayd ; tnderftand  al  of  you , that 

I ne- 
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I newer  did  any  good  inal  my  life, 
but  only  in  honour  of  the  B.  Vir- 
gin fading  Saturdayes,  for  which 
reafon  when  my  foule  was  if- 
filing  forth  of  my  body,as  it  was 
feperated  from  my  head , and  the 
diuels  ready  to  intercept  it , were 
al  aflembled,  behold  the  B.  Vir- 
gin hindred  them , nor  would  she 
iuffer  itto  iflue  forth  of  my  body, 
vntilby  Cofefilon  it  were  expia- 
ted of  its  crimes  ; and  therupon 
hauing  confeft  himfelfe , and  de- 
firing  al  the  afliftants  to  pray  for 
him , he  exchanged  this  life  for  a 
happier  on. 

This  day  then  being  particu- 
larly confecrated  to  the  honour 
of  the  B.  Virgin  we  should  do 
wel  * to  add  vnto  our  fafts  this  de- 
uotion  of  lowly  inclining  and  re- 
uerencing  her  s It  being  of  fuch  - 
P excellency 
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excellency  as  we  haue  declared 
before,  of  which  each  one  may 
offer  vp  as  many  as  hisdeuotipn 
shal  fuggeftj  and  time  and  place 
permit.  How  euer  for  the  more 
- certainty, might  I prefcribe  then* 
a taxed  number , it  should  be  the 
number  of  the  Beads,  to  wit  fixty 
three , in  honour  of  thofe  yeares, 
which  ( according  to  fome  Ho- 
nours) the  B.  V irgin  liued  vpon 
earth,  and  fo  it  were  beft  to  num- 
ber them  vpon  their  Beads,  per- 
forming them  the  while  with 
that  attention , as  if  the  B.  Virgin 
Were  really  prefent  there  ; and 
while  they  do  it, they  may  at  earth 
one  pronounce  thofe  firft  words 
of  the  Angelical  falutation  uitte 
' Maria  & hich  fome  are  of  opinion 
the  Angel  pronounc‘t  in  a&ually 
bowing  his  haee  and  lowly  reae^ 

fencing 


Digitized  by  Google 


kSr  ferMttheT} . ZJ.  XUry,  '55^ 
fencing  her*  with  bowing downe 
his  headj&ut  of  this  we  f hal  fpeafe 
more  amply  inthe  11.  chapter  <jf 
this  booke , where  we  f hal  teachfe 
an  apt  Method  of  patting  in  prao> 
tile  this  exereife*  and  what  I fay 
of  the  Saturday,  may  beobfereed, 
when  any  of  her  letter  fea&s  oc* 
<urr. 

As -for  the  Greater  feafts  , the 
greater  the  folenanhy  is  , with 
’the  greater  deuotion  we  are  to 
Solemnize  it  s wherfo  e it  were 
Wei  if  on  fach  dayes  as  thofe  5 we 
encreafedto  a hundred  the  nun*, 
vher  of  thofe  reuerences,  it  being 
a number  much  celebrated  In  the 
holy  Scripture  for  perfect  and  my- 
sterious; but  I Would  not  w if hfe 
you  to  performe  them  al  at  once, 
for  feare  of  taedioufnes,  but  to  di- 
vide them  fb>  as  both  mornings 
~P  z noooe 
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' noone,  afternoone,  euening , and 
night , may  haue  its  parting, 
which  in  the  former  number  of 
fixty  three  I would  likewife  haue 
obferued  , that  we  may  come  to 
it  with  fresh  deuotion , and  renue 
the  memory  of  our  B.  Lady  more 
affe&iqnatlyand  often*.  And  if 
the  feaft  be  celebrated  with  an 
O&aue  , we  may  ceJebrat  each 
, day  off  the  Q&aue  with  this  deuo- 
tion, when  if  we  begin  the  vigil 
tpith  a hundred  and  ten,  and  fo 
continue  the  O&aueout , we  shal 
make  compleatly  vp  ,the  number 
of  a thoufand , a number  perfect, 
facred  , andmyfterious. 

This  excellent  deuotion  was 
inoft  frequent  with  S.  Margaret 
daughter  of  the  king  of  Hungary 
•Religious  of  the  Order  of  Saint 
Dominick, who  ( as  Doctor  Que- 

rin. 
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Tin  of  the  fame  Order  recounteth 
fn  her  life  , was  fo  affe&ionatly 
deuoted  tothe'Queeneofhea- 
uen,as  shenofooner  fawe  her  I- 
mage  in  any  place  but  she  pre- 
fantly  kneeled  downe  before  it, 
reciting. in  her  honor  .the  Ange- 
lical falutation,  and  on  the  Bues 
of  her  moft  folemne  feafts  she 
alwayes  failed  with  bread  and 
water  ; from  which  day  til  the 
conclusion  of  the  O&aue  she  ifayd 
a thoufand  ~4ue  Marias ; at  each 
one  of  which  she  humbly  proftra* 
ted  her  ielfe  on  the  ground,  ma- 
king it  he*  greateft  delight  next 
to  honouring  Aim.  God , to  ho* 
nour  his  B.  Mother. 


$4*  JtJtoMHlm- 


Of the  Fidfis of our  Sa* . 
uimr  Chrifi. 


Cxf'A'Ffe'  1 3?*.. 


: P O' if*  occafion  of; 
^treating  of  the  feafts 
of  oar  B.Lady,  1am. 
*put  in  minde  to 
fpealce  a word  of  the 
feafts  of  our  B.  Saviour  which  we 


we  to  honour  about:  al  the  reft,* 
and  with  good  reafon,for  if  the 
feafts  of  creatures  ( as  we  haue 
fayd  ) may  be  celebrated  in-  ^helf 
honour,  how  much  is  theCrea- 
tour  on  his  feaft  to  be  honou- 
red ? Al  thofe  deuotions  we  may 
£X£rciC:  ojpt  his  feaft , which  we 
* haue. 
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jhaue  taught  to  be  exetcifecf  on 
die  feafts  of  our  B.Lady : alwayes 
proolded  that  we  reuerenee  Kim 
in  a- higher  ftraine  of  Latti^onty 
proper  to  God  himfelf  : Tbou  sidt 
honour  ^finite  the  Lord  thyGbd^&cc 
The  principal  feafts  of  oar  Sa* 
uiour  Chrift  which  are  celebrated' 
with  their  Octanes  are  Hue the 
Natioity ; the  three  Kings  adora- 
tion i the  Refurredtion  ; the  Af- 
eenfion*,  & that  of  Corpus  chrifti. 
or  the  bleflfed  Sacrament  of  the 
Httcftarlftvamongft  which  I'  place 
in  the  higheft  ranke  that  of  thd 
Natiuity , becaufe  on  that  , al  the 
Quires  in  heauen  defcendedvntd 
the  earth  , to  adore  their  King 
then  ah  infant  lying  in  the  man- 
ger or  in  his  mothers  lap.  And  Co 
the  dreuout  foule  that  exercifeth 
theis  deuotions  on  that  day,  is  to 
P 4 frame 
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frame  a liuely  imag  ination  of  the 
place  imagining  thefmfelues  / in 
Bethleem,  and  adoring  among  ft 
the  reft  him  > whom  al  both,  in 
heauen  and  earth  adore. 

The  feaft  of  the  three  Kings 
puts  vs.  in  minde  of  nothing  but 
adorations , fince  on  that  day 
they  al  adored  our  Blefted  Sa- 
viour in  his  Mothers  lapp , and 
in.  them  al  the  nations  of  die 
World  j and  with  how  much  de*- 
uotion  it  was  accompained  may 
be  gathered  from  this  patheti- 
eal  '£xpreflion  of  it  by  the  E- 
uangelift  Saint  Mathew  : *dhd 

tntring  into  the  houfe  (fayd  he)  they 
found  the  infant  -with  Mary  his  Mo~ 
ther}  and fading  on.  the  ground  adored 
him. 

The  glorious  iRefurreSiion  j to 
the  dignity  of  which  > al  othen 

feaftsv 


Digitized  by  CjOO^Ic 


*nd  'feme  the  2t.ZJ.Mdry.  $4s 
feafts  giue  a kinde  of  pre-hemi- 
uence,deferueth  Adoration  like- 
wife  ; becaufe  on  it  our  Sauiour 
rofe  againe  al  vidorious  and  vi- 
dory , charged  with  the  fpoyles 
of  hel,  while  the  Angels  adored 
himreioycing  at  his  triumph, and 
finging  in  his  prayfes  their  fongs 
of  ioy. 

And  what  should  t fay  of  his 
moft  glorious  ^ifcenfion  , otv 
which  our  Lord  and  Sauiour  after 
bis  vidories,  made  his  magnifi- 
cent entrance  into  Heauen , and 
there  being  feated  at  the  right 
hand  of  his  Eternal  Father,  to 
whom  he  was  euery  way  equal 
in  power  & vertue,al  the  heauely 
Hofts  the  while  humbly  incli- 
ning before  His  Throne  j did  him 
moft  profound  honour  and  reue- 
rence. 

P v Now 
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Now  let  vs  come  to  the  feaflr* 
ef  Corf  us  cbriSH , or  the  B.  Sacra-  - 
merit  j in  which  aitbe  others  are  - 
comprifed  , and  confequeritly 
more  then  al  the  others  we  are  to  * 
reuerence  it.  And  is  not  this  con-  - 
tinually  celebrated  each  day  , and  i 
in  each  place  ( almoft ) through- 
out the  world?do  we  not  behold  a 
world  of  Mafifes  fayd,  and  people  ' 
day ly  communicating  through- 
out al  Chriften dome  ? do  we  not 
fee  in  euery  kingdome  &almoflt 
duety  litle  village  the  B.  Sacra- 
ment1  kept  j and  adored  with  vn- 
feeakfeable-reuerence,  where  our 
Saulout;  Chrift:  is  as  really  pre- 
fent  ashe  is  in  heauen,where  An- 
gels and  Saints  are  iriceflantly 
adoring  . him.  . Wherefore  we  are 
neuer  to  enter  into  any  Churchy 
or  paffe  by  any  Akar  where  the 
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B.  Sa»tamcQit  is  kept , but  we  are 
humbly,  oa:  our  knees  to  reue- 
Hence  it.  And  happy  are  thofe, 
who  performs  this  deuotion  not 
perfkt&arioufty , otfor  cuftome, 
as  oaany  do-,  but  with  guftofde* 
notion  and  from  their  harts  ,.re-. 
ikhing  the  fweetnes  of  the  exer*. 
cife  they  do-,  perhaps  they  may 
deliuer  feme  foule  out  of  Purga- 
tory by  it*,  ( with  fuch deuotion 
it  may  be  done  ) 1 which  arriuing 
vnto  heauen  j wil  there  become 
perpetual  interceflbrs  for  themto 
Aim.  God  than  which  a greater 
benefittcahnotbe  imagined. 

But  alas , ( I cannot  ipeake.  if 
trithouttearcs)  we  fee  Chriftiaos 
the  while  fcarce  vouchfafe  to  vn- 
eouertheir  heade  or  bend  a knee 
Before  this  B.  Sacrament  ,fovn- 
ycuerent  and  weak  they  are  in 

their 
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their  faith  of  it-,  Impudent  an<J 
irreligious  as  they  are,  not  to* 
know  how  this  myftery  furpaflfes- 
al  difcourfe  andtal  humane  capa- 
city, and  that  faith  heer  is  al  the 
light  we  haue.  Let  faith  Commend- 
to  'vs  what  we  can  neither  fee  not 
comprehend  f ay  es  the  holy  Church 
inoneof  itsHy  mnes  ,and  in  ano- 
ther place  : ^dfirmandnm  Cqr  fin - 
eerumfoU  fides  fufficit : For  to  Con - 
firme  a hart  fincerty  only  faith  fuffi- 
dent  were*  And-  yet  how  many 
cleare  teftimonies  haue  we  had 
of  the  verity  of  this  hy  euident 
miracleifometimesit  hath  appea* 
red  in  the  forme  ofa  Ihiechildin 
the  Preifts  hands  at  the  Eleua- 
tion  .-fome  times  the  very  beafts 
themfelues  ( lelfe  beafts  then 
fome  mentherem  )haue  acknow- 
ledged their  Lord  and  Creatour 
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5in  it:  as  witneffe  thofe  Miracles 
SrhichP  shal  here  recount. 

A1  Paris  in  theyeare.iay8.  & 
rt  «ertaine  Preift  fayingJMafle  in  a 
f 'Chappel  adioyning  to  the  Pal- 
L lace,  as  he  eleuated  the  iacred 
\ Moft,a\litle  child  of  incredible 
\ beauty  appeared  id  the  place  of 
\ it  j Which  Miracle  being  repor- 
I ted  to  S-.  Lewis  King  of  France; 

( and  fome  folicking  him  to  goe 
and  fee  it  amongft  the  reft  , he 
[ made  anfwcr  worthy  of  fo  pious 
| a Prince  5 Let  thofe  goe  who 
doubt  of  the  reality  of  hisbeing 
there  ( fays  it  ) •,  for  my  part  I 
behold  him  daily  withthe-eyes 
of  faith. 

The  other  Miracle  happened 
at  Tholoufe  i n Ftace,  recorded  i n 
the  Chronicles  of  the  Minims, 
as  -alfoiby  Surius  and  diuers  o- 

thers 
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Others,  and  it  is  this;  S.  Anthony 
of  Padua  being  thertjhad  a fearce 
diiputeone  day  with  an  obilinat 
her etilce, denying  the  reality  of 
eur  Sauiours  body  in  the  B.  Sa* 
trament,  who  being  vanquish’t 
by  the  reafons  of  the  Saints  ^ Yets 
not  willing  to  Confeffe  it  » fayd 
vnto  him  j What  need  al  thefe 
Words  and  deputations  by  which 
although  by  Sophifmes  I Con- 
fefle  I am  ouercome,  yet  my  rea- 
fon  remaines  vn-conuinced : If 
then  you  wil  do  any  good  with 
me , let  me  fee  a miracle  in  con- 
firmation of  what  youJay  ,and  l 
promife  you  I wil  turne  to  your 
opinion-,  the  Saint  accepted  of 
the  condition,  andconfident  that 
the  Authout  of  the  verity  would 
not  be  wanting  to  the  confima- 
tioa  thereof  y be  bid  the  Heretick 

to 
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£toconuince  h inti  the  more  eui- 
ftetitly  >namehiflafelfe  wfcat  mi- 
racle he  dchredshould  bedonej 
and  he  anfweredhim  , he  had  a ' 
mule  atfhome  , which  he  would 
keepe  fafi-i  ngthree  whole  dayes, 
and  theri  procure  him  in  the  pu- 
Wick  market  place,  where  let  one 
of  your  Preifts  be  ( fayd  he-)  with 
your  God  in  the  Sacrament , and 
if  the  mule  refufe  to  eate  of  the 
Oates  i shal  otfer  him , to  adore 
him  there  > I wil  promife  you  I 
Vil  be  toady  to  adore  him  alfo;  , 
This  was  done , and  at  the  ‘fame 
of  this,there  being  a mighty  con- 
fluence of  people  from  a!  parts  to 
behold  wfiat  theiflue  of  it  would 
bee  ; /jibe. day  affigned  being 
come  3 & al  things  ordered  as  was- 
agreed  vpon , the  mule  at  fight  of 
the  oates  eueo  wild  With  famine  ■■ 

sunning 
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tunning  towards  them  ,-andha- 
uing  taken  fotae  of  them  in  his 
mouth,  was  in  this  manner  can- 
iured  by  the  Saint  with  the  Blef* 
fed  Sacrament  in  his  hand  : in 
the  name  of  God  ( fayd  he  ) whom 
I although  vnworthy  hold  beer  be- 
twixt my  hands  , I command  thee 
to  leaue  that  frovinder  , and  come 
frefently  hither  to  adore  and  reue - 
rence  him  : When  behold  a moft 
ftupendious  miracle  , the  beaft 
not  only  forbore  to  «ate  any 
more.,  but  euen  let  fal  out  of 
his  mouth  that  prouinder  it 
had,  and  ran  prefently bowing 
downe  the  head  , and  on  his 
knees  adored  the  holy  and  blef- 
fed  Sacrament , to  the  vnfpea- 
keable  ioy  and  alacrity  of  al  the 
Catholieks , the  Hereticks  con- 
fufion  , , and  the.  conuerfton  of 
. ; the. 
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the  man. 

Now  Friday  being  the  day  de- 
dicated to  the  ajemory  pf  ©ur 
Saukmr  in  particular  by  reafon> 
of  his  death  and  paflion-,  1 would 
aduife  the  deaout  Chriftian,bc- 
iides  his  ordinary  deuotions  in 
honout ; of  his  hue  precious 
wounds  to  make  hue  reueren-! 
ces which  can  riot  but  be  very 
meritorious  and!  acceptable  tqt 
she  M&iefty  of  Aim.  God*. 
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Aving  fpoben  ©f> 
i.che. adorati  on  of  out 
| ft.  Saaiour  ^jaflcbhte 
,fooljs  Mother  ,■  it  wil 
' jMxtbeout  of  theway 
of  my  purpofe , to  fay  fomewhat 
alfo  of  the  adoration  of  flints, 
iince  the  hdly  Chturch  celebrates 
them  for  no  other  end  hurt  to  in- 
cite vs unto  their  PCKereoce.This 
article  of  faith  is  eon&rmed  and 
ratified  by  many  Counsels,  and 
laftly  by  the  C ounce}  of  Trent  in 
the  ay.  Sedio^,» where  Angets- 
and  Saints  are  declared  honoura- 
ble 
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tile  with  the  tenerenee  of  JOutis 
groper  and  appropriated ' vnto 
them. 

On  tbe  dayes  then  when  any 
Saint*  are  to  be  honoured^  efpe- 
eialy  tbe  more  principally  fort  of 
tbeaij  we  are  to  do  it  with  the  fo- 
tefaid  reuereceSi On  Ample  feafts 
and  thofe  of  leifer  obligation  , it 
may  fodfiee  before  we  go  to  bed, 
to  incline  only  once  or  twice  in 
their  reuereocc^and  when ’t  is  the 
feaft  of  thofe  to  whom  We  baud 
any  paettcblar  deaotion,©*  whoni 
We  haufe  cbofe  0 far  Potion  or  Ad*- 
uoeate  y we  ought  with  more  par* 
ticgtlae  Adoratiaat©  honoortbem 
pore  ©f  leflc  according  to  the  de- 
tiOticwa  8s  zffe&sm  of  encry  one. 

. Let  ai  tbofe  then  who- defire.-' 
with  due  renerence  to  honour 
thofe:  SaantsT.oo>  whom  they  are 

denoted 
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denoted.,  accuftome  themfeltresi 
before  they  goe  tobedyto  make 
profound  reuerenee  vnto  them,, 
imagining  the  while  them  really 
pr  efent,.and  beholding  what  they 
do  *,  for  fo  , although  Corporally 
they  be  not  there  , yet  fpiritually 
they  are and  botlwel- know  and 
vnderftand  what  is  done  in  their 
honour  there,  and  hahe  a particu- 
lar care  and  protection  of  thofe 
that  are  denoted  vneo-thenayper^ 
petuaUy  procuring  for  them  fa- 
uours  and  aififtances  from  Aim; 
Cod  i & this  verity  is  Orthodox , 
confirmed  and  approued'by  many 
Councels,  and  holy  Do&ours*. 

Now  for  the  Saints  Founders 
of  Religious  Orders , which  by  . 
excellence  are  called  Patriarcks, 
becaufe  as  Abraham  ( for  exaple) 
Was  Riled  by  that  name  for-  that 

. fo  I 
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jfo  many  people  defc  ended  from 
him  j fo  from  them  fo  many  Reli- 
gious are  propagated  in  the 
Church : Of  this  fort  is  S.  Benet, 

S.  Auguftine,  S.  Francis, <and  S. 
Dominick,  and  of  later-yeares  S. 
Ignatius,  &c.  A1  which  are  to  be 
had  in  higheft  veneration  by 
thofe  ofjtheir  holy  Orders,  not 
only  oh  the  particular  dayes  when 
their  feafts  are  honouredjbut  eue- 
ry  day  of  the  yeare  befides  •,  and 
that  Religious  man  who.  defires 
to  augment  in  him  the  deuotion: 
hehath  tothe  Founder  of  his  Or- 
der., fhould  do  wel  / to  affigne  a 
particular  day  of  the  week  for  ho- 
nouring him,  & that  Wednefday 
in  particular , as  the  moftconue- 
nient  for  this  effed  *,  when  with  < 
fame  extraordinary  deuotion'  of 
falling , praying,  reuerecing  him, 

and 
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and  * the  like  , he  is  to  procure  tel 
honour  him  more  particularly  Sc 
teferr  vn to  that  end  al  which  he 
doth  that  day  , which  finally  hath 
reference  al  vnto  the  honour  of 
our  Sauiour  Cthift,artd  toimploy 
fome  hoares  of  the  day  in  the  me- 
ditation of  the  particular  vertues 
of  that  Bleffed  Saint. 

It  is  rire  general  doctrine  of  the 
learned,  that  the  Founder  of  each 
Heligious  Order  hath  a particular 
care  not  only  of  the  Order  in  ge- 
neral, but  alfo  of  each  Heligious 
in  particular  ( more  or  lelfe  ac- 
cording as  their  merits  are)  and 
that  they  a Si  dually  defend  them, 
Hrengthening  their  forces  , and 
Weakening  the  enemies  who  op- 
pugne  and  fight  againft  them.  Of 
which  great  priuiledge  andprero- 
gatiue  Brother  Leo  in  particular- 

had 
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had  an  excellent  revelation,  vi- 
lion  of  holy  S.  Francis , which  1 
wil  beer  recount. 

S.  Francis  being  happily  de- 
parted vnto  reft,  hauing  rendred 
his  body  to  the  earth  and  his  foule 
to  heauen  . Brother  Leo  one  of 
his  moll  afte<ftionat  difciples  bea- 
ring impatiently  the  • abfence  of 
one  whom  he  loued  fo  dearely 
Wei , prayed  infttotly  vnto  Aim. 
“God  to  make  him  lb  happy , that 
.Once  more  in  this  life  he  might 
enioy  the  happy  afpeit  againe  of 
his  beloued  Mailt  er,  and  iterating 
hk  petition  both  earneftly  Sof- 
ten i it  pleafed  Aim.  God  9 that 
one  day  he  being  retired  into  a 
Iblitary'place , he  beheld  S.  Fran- 
cis appearing  vnto  him  in  a ftrage 
my&eriousfhape  al  fhining  with 
glorious  -light , but  for  the  reft 

winged 
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winged  with  golden  wings  and 
tallonted  both  hands  and  feete 
with  Eagles  clawes;  The  Brother 
tranfpotted  with  ioy  al  fight  of 
him,  was  running  to  embrace  and 
Idffe  his  hands  and  feete , but  ef- 
pying  in  what  ftrange  equipage 
they  were , he  al  amazed  deman- 
ded of  the  Saint,  the  reafon  why 
he  appeared  in  that  fort:  the  Saint 
anfwered  againe , vnder  ftad  thefe 
are  norther  then markes  of  the 
nffe&ionl  beare  my  Order  and 
the  Religious  thereof  j and  thefe 
do  fignine,  that  amongft  al  the 
•other  riche  prerogatiues  his  di- 
uine  Maiefty  hath  honoured  me 
withal  fince  my  arriuing  into  hea- 
uen,one  is  the  authority  & power 
to  vindicajt  my  Religious  from 
their  neceflities,and  defend  them 
from  any  aduerfity  that  preffes 

them,, 
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them,  as  often  as  with  confidence 
they  invoke  my  aide  *,  and  thefe 
wings  and  tallons  now  I haue  a£ 
fumed  ,to  fignify  my  readines  and 
promptitud  in  fuccouring  mine, 
and  the  force  and  violence  with 
which  I oppugne  al  thole  who 
idiure  them. 

Good  reafofi ’then  ' haile  ithc 
Children  of  this  greatPattiarcke 
to  reioice  on  earth,  for  hailing 
fo  powerful  a protedor  of  him  in 
heauen,  fo  Jpuing  a father , and  fo 
careful  an  Aduncate;  I would  ad- 
uife  themto  be  affidual  in  honou- 
ring: him  with  thofe  reuerenceS 
of  whicU  wehaue  fpoken*, and  par- 
ticular y to  falute  him  euery  day 
with  fiue  times  bowing  their: 
.knees  vnto  the  ground  in  honour 
ofthefiuewouds  fo  miraculoufiy 
impreftivponhim  while  he  liued, 

reioycing 
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leioyting  rind  congratulating 
with  him  for  fa  high©  and  fo  fa- 
blimed  dignity  ^ It  being  fib 
doubt  ohe  ef  tfoe  tfrbft  StffcS^tdblc 
deuotions  we  "c'ah^tfhibft  Vfjrto 
hirn-now  We  is  ife  i$e&U£n. 


Of  the  ^Adoration  if 
the  Angels. 

w ...  • . .•  ' * • ">  ’ ; 

C'H  A f.  : XI. 

, • f ' 

ND  if  we  be  xrt>li* 

gedtoHcmourtbe®* 
Saints  #kh  that  dte 
r^ucr€be  appr<aprtei 
ttdtbefrw»fhit>#as 
we  hauteattply  prouetl  hvt-hepfe* 
c&leritGbsp  tetsVwith  iiXt  tUbt-e 

fbafohafe  fcfcto  hdae^the^y 

, > Angels, 

'Jl  " * • 
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Angels , as  the  nobleft  in  fub- 
ftance  of  al  created  things , and 
reprefenting  :maft  liaely  their 
Cneatonrs-vnlienited  .-power  and 
ttiagsrificence.  And  although  it 
be  true  , that  both  men  and- An- 
gels ate  both  Creatures  of  Abn> 
God , and  wbebes  of  hhacfoue- 
rfciigne  . Art  tfiier;t  bat  they  are  ei- 
ther framed  according  to  his  I- 
image  ,and  -by  the  faculties  of 
their  meraoiy  ,vnderftanding?& 
ttheir  wil , capable  of  his  grace 
6nd  .of  being  participant  of  his 
j^lory  and  eternal  felicity  > and 
(that  many  ciccumftances  there 
are,  which  equal  Man  with  An- 
gels* yea  and  in  confederation  of 
it&eHy^wftatkal^hitm,  and  the 
-Mother  of  our  Saniour  Chrift,  it 
-maty  pretend  fome  pre-eminence 
«lw»etfeemal^b.  Yet  if  we weigh 
Q z tbeit; 
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their  natures,  and  ballance  them 
equally  one  againft  the  other  no 
<loubt  but  ^e  shal  find  the  one 
iarr  exceeding  the  other  j and  as 
lead  can  neuer  arriue  to  the  ex- 
cellency of  filuer,  nor  filuer  of 
gold  : no  mote  can  a body  any 
way  equal  in  excellency  a fdule, 
nor  the  foule  of  man  naturally 
lpeaking,the  moft  inferiour  An- 
gel that  is  in  heauen.Vnto  which 
our  B.  Sauiour  infallibly  alluded 
when  he'  fayd : Verily  1 fay  amfo 
you  3 amongft  the  fonnesofmen  hath 
not  been  borne  a greater  then  Iohn 
Baptift •,  neuerthelejfe  the  haft  in  tbt 
Kingiome  of  heauen  U fan  greater 
t heft  he*  •;  • : 

But  now  before  we  wade  any 
further  into  this  matter , we  are 
to  Ynderftandjthat  the  word  ado- 
ration is  anotion  general  togofjd 

) Angels 
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Angels  and  men.  In  conformity, 
to  which  we  find  it  in-holy  Scrip- 
ture indifferently  vfed  for  either; 
as  where  it  is  fayd  that  thelfrae- 
litsWoredboth  their  king  & God* 
they  bowed  downefoyes  h e3andado'r 
red  God-,  and  afterwards  their  King. 
So  the  Children  of  Ifrael  adored 
their  brother  Iofeph  then  Gouer- 
nour  of  ./Egypt;  & after  hisbrothtrs 
had  adored  hi/UyScc.F or  which  rea^ 
Ion,  the  Dolours  both  ancjent  & 
modems  haue  diftinguished  it 
into  three  feueral  fpecies  of  Ado- 
ration; Latria,  Dulia , and  Hyper r 
4vlia\  the  firft  being  exhibited  on- 
ly ynto  God  himfelfe,as  a fouue*; 
Taine  kinde  of  adoration , only 
fitted  to  the  fouetaine  power  ho 
hath  v with  the  fecond  we  honour 
Saints  and  Angels ; And  as  for 
the  third , it  appertains  to  the 

Qi  B. 
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B.  Virgin  alone  > and  vtitofter 
who  furpaffeth  in  excellence  Ijtoth 
Angels  and  al  reft  of  Saints  bcfi- 
des;  and'of  this  in  the  precedent 
Chapters  we  haue  dSicourft  at 
&rge. 

Inbreefethen  Weeftablishthis 
conclulion  : we  are  to  adore  An- 
gels and  men  deferuing  it  5 and 
this  is  an  Article  offeith  ( accor- 
ding to  Snares } defined  by  Pope 
Felix  the  firftof  chat  name  in  the. 
Couneel  at  Rome-,  the  % th.  Sy- 
nod^ And  S.  AuguftmelpeaHng; 
<*£the  B*  Apbftle  S.  Peter  faye$: 
vi*  iitfinit  number  if  the  beletneri 
tinted  the  B.  Fisher  Peter.  And  ill 
another  place:  Men  merit  ( fay  ei 
he  } t*  bit  refitted  and  hontohid* 
and  fiy  mutt , advred.  C<Hrltjf- 
nibble  vnto  whiehwerity  we  finite 
in  the  holy  fcriptwes  many  meii 
• - . to-- 
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tv  taw#  adored -the  Angels  > as 
Ak&bmm  particular three,  aadt 
J*oi  b»s  brother  two.  So  l ofita  tsh* 
fewtois  Captain#  of  thelfraelits 
adored  oftSiWbo  appeared  to  him 
in  the  likefies  of  a man  ihiftipw 
flrtte  oh  the  ground:  > and  adored  him 
; Seeing  then  we  realty  owe 
them  this  honour , let  vs  ejndea* 

' Voiir  fee  4tfebftJge  tJiejdebtviq  ho* 
flonsifcgtborawith.  jfuchfrequea* 
genaAe*  ions  * as  our  owned  euo-r 
^ioas  $bal  iodine  *s>  to  yas  tb# 
Hae&escdlenCCheatBtes  of  lie* 
«en » ful  of)  grac*  &yd  gio ssymi 
participant  tefthe  di  is  iae  nature;'* 
_ \ And  ampngft  ail  tft*  motiadi 
0 incite  vk  to  it  ,oM'..«hinfces  *mt 
ef  theraoft  ptihcipal  should  bfce^ 
the  foblime  priuiledges  thpy  ar-e 
endowed  Witibal  An  heauen.  For  if 
. Weconfider  their  Hues  , we; find# 

0^4  them 
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them: to  be  incorruptible  and  im- 
mortal : of  their  nature  and  con- 
dition , they  haue  no  body } and 
confequently  are  aboue  al  its  ne- 
ceffities  , and  are  fuperiour  to  al 
thole  miferies  and  affti&ions  to 
which,  we  are  fubie&  heere.  If  wo 
call  our  eyes  on  the  agility  and 
promptitud  with  which  theyope- 
rat  j Weshal  fee  nothing  iri  this 
ynitterfeto  equal  them , and  eueit 
the  heauens  them&lues  come 
short  of  them  , whofe  velocity 
we  lio  much  admire.  But  what 
should  we  fay  of  the  capacity  ex- 
cellency of  their  vnderftanding, 
that  comprehend  perpetually 
without  difeourfe  5 and  from  the 
firft.  inftant  of  their  Creations 
had  a perfeift  knowledge  of  al  na- 
tural things  > What  of  the  con- 
ilancy  and  efficacy  of  their  Wil> 

wher- 
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wherwiththey  wi|  earnefliyjwhat, 
foeucrtheydeftte , and  are  irre- 
aocablc  in  al  that  they  intend?, 
what;  of  the  tenacity  of  their  me- 
mory; which  tieu^r  forgets  what 
it  hath  ftorcd  on^e?  laftly  what  of 
their  fo  great  and  vn^aeafurable 
power » that  one  Angel  only  in  a 
night  flow  one  hundred , eighty, 
flu#  thot)fan4  of  the:  Affyriansi 
and  which  is  more , that  pijre  one-r 
iy  can  tame  with  an<  incredible 
facility  the  primum  Mobile  , in 
C omparifonof  wbich,aithis  great 
rnacfejn  of  ear||y?qd  wjatpr  is,hpt 
lifceia  litle5point:  apd  that  with 
ib.;ej sen  and  regular  a motipn> 
that  in  fo  many  thpufand'yeares 
waf  genet  oblerqed  the  |ea,ft  dir 
jton,  piqitf 
JWVwftNl  wV.^onferr  vnto 
iheh  hWMF  4 wil  heer  declare 

<;:ai ' ‘ fir  the 


yjo  \stMufoduibm- 
the  federal  orders  of  thorn  ati# 
numbers  ^fchtheycon&iftei- ''  - 
In  the  feft  Hierarchy  then: 
*hich  h thattfhhsh  teceittes  itn- 
to&Hrftfy  thefptendors  atodfltaw 
fefdtibfts  from  Aim.God^  there 
are  three  Quiets  of  Orders , to- 
%itt,the  Seraph  ms  , GherUb*o$y' 
Anrf'Thrnnes : of  whitb;  the  Sera* 
^hitis  in  ferdot  b£  ehittey  e^teel 
the^teft  Vfhs’Chertftinst  in  pi  ini# 
todtof-ftflbtphMge  j^hd  theT^hro^ 
fits  iir  feeing  fatthfeft  into  God* 
fhe  • eaofes  tmd  ‘briglris  of  big  di*- 
« w/oRa*  *ftfille 
m^f  ^d-mcms  ithtbe  Otf** 
Qdifri >of  0td&*;to ©thrift 
Mtrdris y Vsettne*,  and  iWtersi 
Itt'the  third,  three  othetsj-  to  # il£ 
Prifiti^hiftyes , AtthStigteis  $ and 
ftngefe.#ot%eriibft Wi<ferftahtPj; 
fihou^h  tfrfo  aajtife  ri¥  ftngel  be 

: * com-- 
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jBtMmtiMsU'yBt in#  ejar?  part 
-&9fo; mana#*  to  tbpf?  <?f  the 
thwd  mar* « it  property  Signifying 
a we^ogfif;«,  »nd  So  « water  g. 
pamepf'CWtee  tjbftnnfttjjr.a^^li 
WaufetJbeyare  wprg^&aatlly 
delegated  to.  that  Conxion  the& 
the  reft  , hath  a more  particular 
refgj^iore  vot»  ttern. 

NeisrJthftaadiing  wie^ft  6hr 
jfe  rug, that  S-Paul  fpcahimf  <?f  tte 
SttperiaurQ^ires  o£  .ttejpiaygss 
*tet  they  are  minifters  pf  G*pdk 
imptoyed.  for  tbofe  who  aijo  *p 
participat  at  h»s  ; inherita^vcg: 
jwhtich  words.  S.  Denis  tte 
Areopagite  ibis  difd  pis  j&»  GtQr 
gory,  S»  lobn.Darait&eng  ,and  $. 
(Tbomas  interpret*  thus : n^rtwdt 
teinKanestbetkft'Qujre^fthetn 

are:  impk>y’d  immediacy  irith 
men  jbutthe  fecond  r«$«jwe  tbf?^ 
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intelligence  from  them^  the  third 

of  them  and  of  whafc  they  are  td 
do.  Yet  S.  Gregory  Nazianzen*. 
S. Cyprian  S*  Chryioltom,S.  Au- 
guftine, and  many  other  Dolors* 
are  of  opinion,  that  although  or- 
dinarily they  are  not  impjoy’d 
about  the  affaires  of  men,  as  th6 
inferior  are*  Yet  notwhhftading 
when  any  importantbufines  con- 
cerning them  istobe  done, Aim. 
God  fometymes  itnployeththemt 
as  a Seraphin  to  purity  the  Pro- 
phet I fays  lipps  » the  Archangel 
Raphael  to  accompany  y qng  T or 
bias  on  his  way  ,the  Archangel 
Gabriel  to  Annuntiar  to  the  B, 
Virgin  the  diuinemyfteryof  our 
Sau  iours  ConceptionjandlalUy, 
S.Michael  in  a particular  manner 
to  haue  a care  and  prote&ion  of  ' 
thsChttrch*  ■*  - 

Now 
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. Now  if  the  diuifiorv  of  their 
Quires  and  Orders  be  fo  admira* 
hie  and  great,  fare  more  admira- 
ble and  great  is  the  number  of 
themvwhieh  none  can  truely  tel 
txut  Aim.  God  hwn(elfe,akhougb 
many'haue  giuen  a gueffe  therat. 
Gertaine  it  is  , that  if  God  for  the 
Gonueniency  thereof,  hath,  fur- 
nifhed  this  infer iou*  world,  with 
fiich  infinit  diuerfity  of  creatu- 
res corporal)  much  moreaboun? 
dandy  Would  he  ftore  the  fur 
periour  wdrld  withcreawres  im- 
material  and  fpiritiial-y  ipuifible 
airirinScoftuptirle^fuph.  as  the 
Angels  are.? 

And  for  theif  Number,  I leaue 
you.  touconie^iite  it  ? from  this 
Gonhderttibn  how^his  worldin 
eemparifon  of  that  > it  m more 
thaa.thd  Ganter  point  is  in  ref? 
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pedbofan  infinio  Ckccxn&seiice 
aed^ofe^ueotin?  iwtf  -many  In* 
habitants  muft  §oe  more  to  that: 
then  this.  And  ib  tob  fpeaking 
eftfiem  (aYes  vTtort  k-a  mvltfaud 
tflnsfoidtirs'.  A*d  iftbeMaieft  y *xf 
a K ing  on  ca*th>  istedarednioft 
in  the  number  of  thofe  that  ierue 
and  fight  for  him  , at  the  Holy 
l&hoft  in  eapretfe  iterma*  alin- 
xhe$ Co&fiftt 

w»W>r  mttkifiUd‘ofbii  :f*ople  3Mtdi* 

the  find  MHuhe?  * rfAemtke  frin&s 
shame.  We  Hinft  needs  «ot»cli*d# 
then  toheinfinit  >.  *fl  zefye&oi 
•lie  Maiefty  of  Akti,  '©od.  Tent-, 
ching  their  number  iivpaitScfllMV 
f t^ii  heer-dedkre  what  Afeertus 
Magnus  mnongft  other  Do&or$ 
4iaih  left?  wrftteh  tof  them.  $bb 
feyes  then  * that  the^e  we  nine 
^itesofAng^h^and^tbicenery 
, • ^jiire 
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^wif  e hath  it*  Legions*,  that  each 
LegiooTrfthemibkaiaes^#^ 
and  that  there  are  vae  many  he* 
4*°as  in  eoery  Q«i  re  ai5  there  ate 
Angels  in  .a  Legi  cpo  . Others  fky  t 
there  ate  ten  rimes-  mere  ta  tfc^  . 
i«cond  >Quire  tleen  im  the^t^  iti 
the  third  thendo the  feeond  > an& 

& with  prppomon  to  the  h igh  eft 
Soastherebeingvfiweict 
ample,,  in  the  jQS,fce.'olt'  Ahgely 
^Wer  and  forty  -million^  &«ife 
fcrindred  thirty  fiue  1 thaufantl» 
hsradred  fifty  find  Aogtlsi 
thatnaf, Archangels  harivt  eti  ty-tnes 
asi many  > that  of  <the  BhacipaM- 
kieses  fatr/ih  ?natabfer  -exceeds 
them , Sec.  Who  is  nowtady  tb 
^«BJofm<rfhiaifelEejprithocJmi- 
/of  ifwrh  iafittfe?  isttdtati^' 
ecodaed  b^AltnifGod  <ft>r  fife  fer- 
rite aad  o^r  toeobfit?  -awdittfh* 

! 'j  --  J emitting 
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String  into  hi  mfelfe  again  e,  caa 
comprehend  witWhat  profound 
reuerence  they  ferae  his  dhiin# 
Maiefty  of  which  lob  fpeaking 
layes  : Thofe  who  moue  the  hea/tens , 
bow  r itptyttc  and  lye  profirat » before 
him , (ind  the  Pillars  of  heauen  trem * 
ble  at. his  fight.  Sothe  Royal  Pro- 
phet fpeaki  ng  of  their  readines  & 
promptitud  in  executing  his  c6- 
tnandij  fayes  of  them ; And  yee 
Angels  praife  our  JLotd>  who  are 
£o  powerful  in  performing  of  his 
wii  ) and  obey  fa  faithfully  the 
voice,  of  hiSscomnwids.  Andthis 
is;  flip,  firftirea&n , that  £ hpuld  in- 
cite vs  jtoifsenderithim  fcruiceand 
jcuerenc*.  ' »,rs . 
i The  fecond  yet  is  morefbrei- 
^lipjtand:  that  is,  our  many,  obli- 
gations io  them  for  their  many 
good  Offices  don  vs  perpetually, 

which 


Digitized  by  Google 


W fir uetfie&.V, Mary,  jj? 
Which  although  it  be  at  the  ap- 
pointment of  Almv  God  , and 
they  in  their  performance  are 
but  bus  Minifters;  yet  they  being' 
defiued  vnto  vs  by  them,  from 
the  foueraigne  fountain©  from; 
whence  al  our  good  proceeds,  , 
We  are  to  receiue  them  from  them 
m<? ft  gratefully , & with  a thank- 
fulacknowledgemdnt;  \ wli  not 
iplarge  this  Chapter  to  (imbue 
them  vp,  but  remit  the  Reader 
to  the  holy  Scripture , where 
they  fhal  find  them  .recorded? 
both  .very  particularly  and  fre- 
quently* Now  let  vs  come  t©  the* 
$xercife  of  this  deuotion.  To> 
tender  them  then  that  honour 
Which,  is  due  to.  the  aboundance' 
and  fublimity  of  Glory  Which 
they  haue  j in  being  of  io  neere 
recede  to  God  the  fountaine  of 
" ” -.it: 
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it  aj  ^apd  pacticipatiog  by  it  of 
bis  diujoe  oatiwe  b we  ace  ( to 
jo  we}}  for  to  refine  ourfelues, 
and  there  rcceUej&ing  vs 
Interjeu?  of  our  (bole,  fexclu-1 
jing  .al  earthly  cogitations  ) to 
be  tfoc  vhitft  the  more  in  hea- 
ven y i r,e , are  to  imagine  their 
Orders  and:  array  , their  beauty* 
Aihlimccy,  riches,  fpie  odour,  and 
in  $ne  their  glory  asad.  admira- 
ble perfe&ijon»a£id  tbusdifeour  fe 
within  our  fisluest  •*  this  QSirer 
then  the:reft,  is  more  fublimey 
^is.r®«re%echM»jtbis  fuller  ®(f 
<?«rit2fwllol£er>  with.4  tbpafea$ 
ether  .coolidef  ationj  an  a fttbie4b 
(ttefe  great  wrath,  and  amplia 
ftrd'Th^we  are  t<*&h»te  thecri 
tfiott^aftee  tpoop  * with  a-com- 
portatent  fid  b»  renenoncc  and 
tidps^making  the  Longer  Ray, 

where 


Digitized  by  G 


MdfirwihiZktt.At4xy. 

where  our  demotions  fhal  detains 
va  Iongeit,  either  arnongft.  the 
Seraphins,  Cberubins,  &c.  Con- 
gratolatisgwith  them  their  great 
iplepdours  andpjterogatiuesvand 
afterwards  proftrating  ow  feiues 
before  the tbroaeof  God,  . weare 
to  pfraEfoatti  render  him  humble 
thankes.&r.  creating  creatures"  fo 
per  fed:  and  exceUent-for  his  for* 
uice  and  the  honour  of  hisGewirtt 
Thclafee  idanned  of  procee- 
ding we  may  vfe  in  ftoaWibg 
fthe  SeintspsPatriarc 
Apoffifes,  ifartrasi,  Goflfdi^r#si 
Virgins^'  hd<fcc»e  idee  r effiedalfy 
ikoic  which  we  ar  a mod?  deueteA 
•rotto  ^addrtfl6Ag^t«Jth!ee«?W 
the  fordayd1  ads'^congratul  tf 
t««Kjaa>dodbrk%ehain  y«hd;dti 
Iring  delight  to  maitiWme  drfL 
chunfe  with  them  •*&  opr*  htrrs^ 
^ . . . J commit* 
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communicating  with  them  our 
affaires  and  neceflities , and  in- 
tfantly  commenting  our  felues 
to  theft  prayers; : feeing  ( accor- 
ding as  the  Dolours  affirme  ) 
they  behold  in  God , and  know 
al  our  neceCfities,our  moil  fecree 
wishes,  and  the  affe&ions  of  our 
harts  ,-and  al  the  reiser ences  and! 
a&ioos  we,  doe  in  honouring, 
them.  . ; 

Befides , T thinks  it  fitt  , and 
would  counfel  it  .to  the.  zealous. 
£atfaoltele  , who  defines  to  go 
an,  in  honouring  thefe  B.  fpirits} 
to;  preferibe  to  himfelfe  a cer- 
toiae.  ©umber  in  reuerencing 
them.}  as. that  of  Hide  in  honour 
of  the  nine  Quires  ©fthero,  8cc. 
But  becaufe  the  holy  Chnrchraa- 
hes  reuerent  mention  of  three  of 
theaii  i q particular,  S . Mic  hael,& 

- o Gabriel^ 

. 


^firuethtS.  U,  yrttry,  jfi 
■Gabriel,  and  S.  Raphael  j 1 would 
confel  to  begin  with  them : As 
firft  , wkh  S.  Michael , who  is 
Prince  of  al  the  reft,. feeing  as 
Laurentius  Iuftinianus  (ayes;,  al- 
though we  are  to  honour  al  the 
iouldiersof  heauen,  y et  their  Ge- 
neral deferues  more  peculiar  re- 
uecence,for  the  greatnes  &b'igh<- 
nes  of  his  qualityes  and  preroga- 
tiues , his.inuiooible  force , the 
Angular  loue  which  his  fouerah- 
gne  JEmperour  beares  him  , and 
Anally  for  his  fidelity  tOhis  fer- 
ule e and  admirable  valobr  ; of 
•which  he  gaue  fo  rare  proofes  in 
that. great  battaile  he  fought  a- 
gainft  the  Infernal  enemy  an d al 
his  follower  And  certainly  with 
good  caufe  doth  the  holy  Church 
fo  reupreace  him  , acknowled- 
ging him , (or  HerJptot€$our , and 

one 
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One  that  rcceaaes  into  his  patro- 
nage al  departed  fouks  that  die 
in  grace  and  the  fattour  of  God 
ai  mighty.  cTNkkfc  S.  Gabriel , as 
•he  that  had  that  happy  embaA 
committed  'to  his  charge  of 
Annunciating  to  the  R.  Virgin 
the  Inbarnation  of  the  fonnebf 
God.  Thirdtiy  ,;S.  Raphael  the 
guide  & defender  • df  Pilgrims  in 
this  life  j as -he  did  by  the  yor^g 
Tobias  inal  his  pilgrimage. 

1 Ifthcra  bethen  Sdirous  to  p er- 
fbrrae  thel$  deflations , and  haft 
retired  theyfelle  to  petforme 
them  the  better , potting  tfty  felf 
in  their  prefenee  '(  as  it  were  Jf 
Who  really  -'behold  at  al  times 
What  wedoe  i'thoo  art  twtlue  ty- 
mes  to  bow  do  wne  and  do  reue- 
rtnce  honourirtgby  the  firft  Ado- 
ration S-  Michael , General  of 
> the 
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•the  hoft  of  heaueniby  the  fecond, 
S.  Gabriel,  whobrought  the  Em- 
■baflage  of  o«r  faltjatton-,  hy'ttoe 
thhd,  S . Ra^hiel , Jma*by  fihe  reft 
iathefr  fetters!  Orders  the  nine 
■Quires  ©f  Angels,  &c> 

Fof  the  better  performance 
thereof , T wil  beer  fet  downe  a 
snoft  ©aft  th^thod  ( fof^idf^bf 
3?*ople, j <tf this  detietkm. 


i’-  ’ s- 


The 
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*Vhe  fra&tfmg  of  honouring 
andremrencing  the  An- 
gels : fiytng  ns  folloWeth, 

, * ■ * - ' 

Hon  o VR  and  rev 
uerence  you,0  Glo- 
rious Saint  Michael , 
cheife  of  al  the  An- 
gels. 

I honour  and  reuerence  yon 
Blefled  S.  Gabriel  Jot  deliuering 
that  fo  grateful  Embaffage  to  the 
B.  Virgin. 

I honour  and  reuerence  you,' 
affable  S.Raphaely  for  rendringto 
the  ypng  T obias  fo  cleere  atefti- 
mony  of  Aim.  Gods  ineffable 
goodnes  to  man. 

Iho-: 
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I honour  and  reuerence  you 
moftardent  Seraphinsj  who  burne 
•Continually  in  the  flames  of  the 
loueofGod. 

I honour  and  reuerence  you 
moil  holy  cherubins , who  in  cleer 
knowledge  and  plenitud  of  the 
fcience  of  God  furpafle  al  other 
Angels. 

- • I honour  and  reuerence  you 

tnoft  happy  thrones , feing  in  you 
thp  eternal  Maieftie  doth  repofe, ... 
and  by  you  our  foules  aredifpo- 
fed  to  peace  and  tranquillity. 

; I honour  and  reuerence  you  - 
flQOft  noble  Dominations , who  by 
the  great  authority  bellowed  on 
you  by  Aim.  God  , rule  al  other 
Spirits  of  inferiour  ranke. 

I honour  and  reuerence  you 
rfloft  powerful  Vertues , who*  are 
deputed  by  the  foueraigne  King 

R of 
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of  heauen  to  the  regency  and 
gouernement  of  al  the  fouldiers 
in  heauen. 

I honour  and.  reuerence  you 
moft  valiant  Towers , w ho  by  your 
might  repreflfe  the  infolency  of 
the  powres  of  helj  and  oppofe 
your  felues  to  al  the  machina- 
tions & defig  nes  they  haue  ypon 
vs  continually. 

I honour  and  reuerence  you 
invincible  Archangels  , to  whom 
is  giuen  the  protection  and  care 
of  people,  & Kingdomes , arid  to 
reueale  vnto  them  for  their  good 
moft  fublime  myfteries. 

I honour  and  reuerence  you 
likewife  moft  hutnble  ^tngels^ 
who  difdaine  not  to  couerfe  with 
men,  and  vndertake  their  patro- 
nage and  protection. 

But  if  any  be  fo  defe&iue  of  me- 
mory 
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mory,  asnottobeable  toretaync 
by  hart  what  is  before  fett  downe. 
It  wil  fuffice  only  to  faye  : I ho- 
nour and  reuerence  you  O glo- 
rious S.  Michael ; I honour  and 
reuerence  youO  glorious  S.  Ga- 
briel ^ and  fo  of  al  the  reft,  only 
adding  the  Ample  names  of  Sera- 
phin,  Cherubin , Thrones  , Do- 
minations , Vertues  , Powers, 
Principalityes  , &c.  So  likewife 
they  may  , more  to  facilitat  the 
memory  , begin  with  the  lower 
Quires,  and  fob y degrees  afeend 
tothofe  more  highe.  And  if  there 
he  any  yet  fo  wanting  memory 
i:hatthey  cannot  remember  this, 
-it may  fuffice  they  make  nine  re- 
ferences , with  intention  to  ho- 
nour each  Quire  of  Angels  by  it, 
without  pronouncing  any  word 
at  al  , but  only  imagining  with 
R £ them- 
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themfelues  •,  now  I honour  the 
firft  now  the  fecoi}d,and 

now  the  third,  &c. 

Now  it  refts , that  we  afligne 
one  day  of  the  weeke  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  this  Deuotlon;  and  what 
more  proper  the  that  the  Church 
hath  appointed  to  honour  theB. 
Angels  on  .?  towitt , the  Tewf- 
day : Let  that  then  be  it , and  on 
that  day  let  vs  moft  particularly 
honour  them, thofe  that  al  Preifts 
faying  Maflfe  of  the  Angels  for 
them,  thofe  of  the  laity  deuoutly 
hearing  it,&c. 

And  becaufe  Pfalmody  is  ex- 
ceeding grateful  to  them , ( : ifit 
be  accompanied  with  due  atten- 
tion of  fpirit*,)  thofe  who  are  ini- 
ploy  ed  in  that  laudable  exercife, 
* are  to  endeauour  to  comport 
themfelues  with  al  duereuerence 
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and  deuotion  •,  imagining  them- 
felues  in  prefence  of  the  Angels 
while  they  are  performing  it : I 
•ml. fag  Pfalmes  in  the  pre fence  of 
Angels , l veil  adore  in  his  holy  Tern- 
ple^and praife  his  holy  name.  And  to 
this  accords  wei  that  which  we 
readeof  S.Bernard  in  the  hyftory 
of  the  illuftvious  men  of  the  C7- 
fiercians  ,how  he  fawe  the  B.  An-, 
-g*Js,  while. Te  derm  was  fung  , to 
go e. from  one  Quire  to  another, 
encouraging  the  Religious  to  fing 
it  with  feruour  and;  deuotiqjr: 
Another  tyme  he  fawe  them  bu- 
fily  writing  downe  what  the  Re- 
ligious pronounced  , thofe  in 
golden  better  which  were  pro- 
nounced with  force  of  fpirit  and 
from  the  hart  , thofe  in  frluer 
which  Were  vttered  with  atten- 
tion but  not  fuch  feruour  ast -the 

former 
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former  were;  thofe  in  inke,whicl» 
proceeded  from  them  with  a litle 
admixture  of  diftra&ion  y and 
thofe  finally  in.  puddle-water, 
which  were  pronounced  without 
al  fenfe  of deuotion.  Moued  then, 
by  this  example  , and  knowing 
that  the  B.  Angels  are  afliftant  at 
our  deuotions  , let  vs  performe 
them  with  fuch  a fpirit , not  only 
worthy  of  the  Oratory  that  we 
are  in  ,butalfo  of  the  Company, 
that  is  there.  Happy  and  thrice 
happy  are  they  who  shal  fo  ho- 
nour them , fince  they  shalbe  re- 
warded for  it , not  only  by  the 
Angels  ihterceffions  in  heauea 
continually  for  them*  butalfo  by 
their  affiduai  afsiftance  of  them 
heer  , from  al  dangers  both  of 
bodily  and  ghoftly  enemies , til 
at  laft  receiuing  vs  at  the  honour 
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©four  deaths  , they  take  vs  out 
of  this  tranlitory  and  miferabie 
life  j and  tranfferr  vs  to  a happy 
and  eternal  on. 


Of  the  honour  and  reueirence 
We  owe  *unto  our  Angel 
Guardian . 

Chap,  XII. 

1S(  D who  fees  not, 
how  reafonable  it 
is,  in  lieu  of  fo  ma- 
ny benefits  we  re- 
ceive from  them,  to 
honour  and  reuerence  the  B*  An- 
gels for  it  j and  in  particular  our 
Angel  Guardian,  who  hath  the 
R 4 care 
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care  &rprote&ion  of  vs  commit- 
ted to  his  charge.  For  certaine  it 
is,  & auerred  by  al  learned  men, 
that  ( excepting  our  B.  Sauiour) 
each  man  hath  his  peculiar  An- 
gel attending  ftil  onhim:whence 
we  may  perceiue how  great  is 
thegoodnes  and  charity  of  Aim. 
God  towards  manjwho (We  being, 
fuch  contemptible  creatures  as 
we  are)  hath  not  only  been  con- 
tented to  create  the  Elements  for 
our  feruice,  mixt  bodies  for  our 
vfe,and  finally  al  corporal  crea- 
tures els  > but  alfo  hath  enchar- 
ged  the  holy  Angels  with  our 
prote&ion  and  defence , creatu- 
res fa  excellent  , fo  fublime  in 
glory,wifdome,and  power,  to  be 
our  inftru&ours  in  vertue  , and 
our  guides  to  truth. 

But  if  goodnes  be  to  be~ad- 

mire4 
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mired  ip  bellowing  them  vpon 
vs;nalelfe  admirable  is  his  power 
in  creating  them  in  fuch  innume- 
rable multituds  , that  the  very 
loweft  Quire  of  them  is  fuffieient 
to  furnish  with  Angels  guardias, 
net  only  al  the  men  that  are*  but 
al  that  haue  been  or  fhal  be  as 
long  as  the  world  fhal  laft  : fo 
according  to  the  probable  conie- 
£ufe  of  the  learned , there  being 
a matter  now  of  fome  million 
million  of  foules  in  al  the  world, 
not  only  euery  one  of  them  hath 
an  Angel  guardian,  but  one  fo 
.particularly  vntojhinalielf  , as  he 
was  neuer  Guardian  to.  any  one 
before,  nor  euer  fhalbe  to  any 
after  him ; God  whenfoeuer  he 
.fjWtes  a fople,  appointing  a pe- 
.cx^tGqardian  tha^  neuer  in  that 
office  was  imployed  before.  And 
v ' R v who 
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who  -can  imagine?  then  ,howma* 
ny  millions-  of  millions  there 
fliuft  be  to  fferue  for  fo  many  mil- 
lions of  men, ’ that  hatie  been  & 
fhal  be  vntil  the  general  lodge- 
ment day  ? And  this  opinion  is 
the  more  probable,  not  only  be- 
caufe  of  Gods  omnipot6ce  which 
is  more  illuftrated  thereby  , but 
alfo  of  a eertaine  congruency  on 
tjifc  Angels  part , who  if  they  • 
fhould  not1'  fufffice  in  number  to. 
afford  each  one  a Guardian , it 
would  follow  that  the  number  of 
men  would  exceed  that  of  them, , 
which  woiild  argue  a deficiehc-ie 
inthetn,  and'takefronvthit  pro- 
portion by'which  it  is  fuppofed, 
that  as  the  Archangels  exceed  the 
•Angels  ten  to  one , &c.  fo  there 
should  be  ten  times  morenf  Aii- 
gels  then  of  men*  ; «•  ■y  ,n\ 
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The  neceflity  we  (land  in  of 
their  caeleftial  aide } is  great  and 
vrgent  ; firft  becaufe  our  foules 
, are.  fpiritual  > and  confequently 
fpiri^s  can  beft  fee  their  necefli- 
tyes  next  becaufe  we  our  felues 
are  weake  and  ignorant  of  the 
force  and  imagination  of  the 
Enemy  to  enfnare  and  ouercome 
vs  were  it  not  for  them;  Who 
watching  continually  by  ys  ob- 
ferue  al  their  wayes , and  care- 
fully meete  them  with  preuen- 
tion. 

.But  heere  fome  may  obie&, 
how  can.  ^hey  be  continually  by 
vs  when  our  Sauiour  fayes,they 
continually  behold  the  face -of 
Aim.  God , in  whofe  vifion  con- 
fifts  their  cheifeft  beatitud:  %Ange~ 
li  eortm  jemper  vident  faciem  Patrii 
mi  qt*i  iHcdhtft,  To  this  I a^p- 
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Twer,  with,  S..  Gregory , that  it  is* 
true  the  Angels,  are  fltil  in  hea- 
uen  euen  when  corporally  they 
are  employed  elf- where  *,  eife  we 
could  not  reconcile  that  other 
place  of  Scripture  with  this,, 
where  it  is  fay  ed  > that  God  im- 
ployes  them  on  his  Embaflages. 
heer  on  earth', fo  as  while  in  con- 
templation of;  the-  beauenly  ef- 
fence  they  are  ftil  in  heauen  ,we 
muft  grantthem  really  the  while- 
to  be  on  earth. 

And  to  incite  in  vs  a greater 
deuotiontowards  them,  I wiien- 
deauour  to  fummc  vp  the  many 
good'  offices  they  dayly  do  vs; 
which  although  infinit  in^them- 
felues  , may  yet  be  reduced  to 
three  heads.  The  firft  is  5 they  de- 
liuervs/rOm  many  euident  dan- 
gers , by  their  careful  cuftody  of 

' ■ ”■  vsp. 
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Vs,  which  the  holy  Prophet  tefti- 
fies  where  he  fayes : &ehatbgiue» 
bis  Angels  charge  of  thee,  to  loofe  to 
thee  in  al  thy  way.es,  and  beare  thee  in 
: their  handes  lead  thou  shouldfl  dash - 

thyfoote  againfl  a ft  one.  Andheer 
\ let  each  one  Cal  to  minde , how 
many *fold  dangers  they  hade  el- 
caped  Heer ,.  one  the  falling  of 
a.  ho'ufe  vpon  his  head  , which  if 
he  had  not  fodainly,  changed  hi* 

' mind  , hehad  gone  iuft  vnder  it 
as  it  didfaUand  to  whom  can  he 
attribute  this,  change  of  mind,, 
but  to  his  Angel  GuardiatuAno- 
ther,  being  preparedto  goe  feme- 
voyage  puts  it  off,  he  knowes  not 
why,  and  afterwards  vnderftands 
that  if  hee  had  gone,  he  hadfalne 
into  the  hands  of  Pirats  or  of 
theeues  i,and  this  was  the.  worke 
of  his  good  Angel  alfo  > with  a 

hundred 
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hundred  others  the  like,.  Which 
the  Pacriarke  lacob  acknowled- 
ged to  come  from  his  Angel  kee- 
per, .when  ble fling  the  children 
of  his  fonne  lofeph  he  fay  d :The 
vdogel  rtho  hath  preferuedme  from 
dl etfilyUeffe  theftchiidrenyStC- And 
fp  did  ludith  returning  victorious 
from  Holofernes  campe.  So  it 
hath  Teemed  good  vntomr  Load  (laid 
fhe  ) t vhofe  ^ingei  hath  guarded  me3 
id  going  forth , in  remay  ningther&y , 
add  in  returning  backs* 

And  though  the  B.  A rcgels  care 
extends  it-felfe  as  wel  vnto  the 
bad  as  to  the  good  ,yet  notwith- 
ftanding  they  more  fpecially  im- 
part their  aide  vnto  the  Juft ; as 
the  Pfalmift  teftifies  where  he 
fayes : Qui  habitat,  in  adiutdrio  *Ai- 
tifiimi , &c.  W ho  dwelleth  inthe 
aide  of  the  Higheji}  remay nes  in  the 

p rote - 
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j wetettiflfiofthe GoeLof  heaven  2*  And 
there  is.nodoubt  ^but  God^hath 
a moft  particular  care  of  the  iuft 
and  vertUQUs  , and  confequently 
commends  them  in  a'  molt  deare 
manner  vnto  their  Angels  Guar- 
dianSiy.as  may  be  gathered  out  of 
that  paflTage  of  holy  Scripture : 
He  hath  given  hk  Angels  charge  of 
yovfoc.  As  if  he  would  faye,thofe 
who;  are  Gods  faithful  feruants, 
njay  goe  fccurely  inr  the  raidft  of 
dangers,  for  God  hath  gi'uen  the 
^charge  vnto  his  Angels  to  haue 
elpecial  care  of  them..  Whether 
ithey  fleepe  ,•  or  wake,. they  need 
fear ev for  being  in  this  parti- 
cular protection  of  Godrand  their 
Angel  Guardian  , it  may  befayd 
vnto  them  : They  ntay  wulk*  on  the 
andthe.'Baplh^tydnd tread 
the.  Li otf  &>  Drdeon  'Vndeiitheir  feeU 

What 
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What  sl  wonderful  priuiledge  h 
this  2 to  be  ableto  contemne  the 
Afpick  and  Bafilif  ke,.which  euen 
kils  with  its  fight,  and  the  Lion 
and  Dragon  the  moft  formidable 
of  al.othet  beafts  ?:  and  who  re- 
ftraynes  the  killing  lbokes  of  the 
one , or  cohibits  the  others  fiec- 
cenes , but  only  our  Angel  Guar- 
dian? 

The  fecond  benefit  which  we 
receiue  from  them  , is  the  whol- 
fome  Counfel  and  aduice which 
they  are  ftil  infuiing  into  our- 
minds'..  And  of  this  we  haue  a 
cleere  example  in,  the  Angel 
that  accompanied  Tobias  on  his 
way , and  gaue  him  fuch  wife  and 
prudent  inftru&ion  , in  point  of 
his  mariage,  how  he  should  com- 
port . himfelfe  with  his  new 
fpoufe  for  to  efcape  the  >fatfe 

which 
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vrhich  had  Tent  To  many  of  her 
husbands  vnto  death:  as  namely, 
that  he  was  to  begin  his  manage 
( quite  contrary  to  the  cuftome 
now  a dayes  ) with  watchings, 
prayers  , and  deuotion.  In  the 
like  manner  an  Angel  Guardian 
is  continually  fuggefting  whol- 
fome  counfels  vnto  vs , now  de- 
terring vs  from  euil , now  inci- 
ting vs  to  good , which  without 
their  incitement  we  should  ne- 
uer  doe:  now  proposing  to  vs  the 
example  of  our  Sauiour  Chrill 
before  our  eyes  , now  of  fome 
other  Saint,  for  toawake  our  Imi- 
tation,- then  inflaming  our  wils 
to  embrace  the  occafion  of  imita- 
tating  them-,  laftly,  they  go  fom- 
tymes  fpurring  vs  on  by  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  mercy  of  Aim* 
Godj1&  now  refrayning  vs  againe 

by; 
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by  that  o£  his  iuftice  and  feue- 
rity*  fo  euer  dirking  euenour 
courfe  betwixt  heauen  and  hel,. 
that  neyther  the  confideration  of 
the  one  extol!  vs  too  much , nor 
the  other  too  much  depreffe  vs. 

And  tel  me  now , haue  you  ne- 
uer  experienced , when  you  were 
about  to  committ  any  greeuous 
crime  ,a  remorfe  of  Conference, 
and  certaine  shrinkings  backe,.  - 
and  bidding  vs  forbeare  and; 
what  should  this  be  rbut  our  An- 
gel Guardian , appointed  to  thi^ 
office  by  Aim.  God  J Befides, 
how  oftenty  mes  may  weimagine 
God  offended  with  our  crimes, 
to  haue  been  in  rriind  to  haue 
pluck’t  vs  from  the.  earth  , like 
Vnfruitful  trees. , and  thrown  e 
into  the.fire  of  Eternal  hel , had 
it  not  beenfor  their  interceding 
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for  vs  ? like,  him  who  fayd  vntor 
the  mao  in  the  parable  , being 
minded  to  pluck  vpp  his  figg- 
tree , which  for  three  yeares  he 
had  obferued  never  to  haue  borne 
fruit  that  he  should  haue  , pa- 
tience with  it  another  y eare , and 
after  he  had  cultiuated  it,  if  it 
bore  not  fruit  he  should  doe  his 
pleafure  withit^The.Do&ours  in 
explicating  this  palfage  faye.* 
We  are  thefe  vnfrnitful  trees, 
Aim;  God  the  Lord  of  the  Or- 
chard, and.  our  Angel  Guardian 
he  that  intercedes  and  vriderta* 
kes  fair  vs  : Imagine  then  how 
much,  we  contriftat  him  if  we  be 
panting  vnto  his  promifes  anded 
the  hopes  which  he  conceitteS 
of  vs . , 

^The  third  and  laft  benefit  f oi 
which  we  are  liable  to.  our  An-- 

'■»  ‘ gel 
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gel  Guardian  is , that  he  accom- 
panies vs  perpetually  from  the 
houre  of  our  birth  to  the  final  pe- 
riod of  our  Hues,  and  neuer-aban- 
dons  vs  euen  when  we  are  aban- 
doned by  euery  one  befides-rand 
fuch  a freind  we  haue  of  him , as 
the  world  hath  nonejFor  behold  a - 
beautious.  Virgin  inthe  flower  of 
her  yeares  and  pride  of  her  beau- 
ty , how  many,  feruants  she  hath 
that  make  court  to  her , and  with 
what  obfequioufnes  they  obferue 
her , til  that  flower  fading , and 
the  winter  of  her  yeares  and  de- 
cay es  of  age  falne  on  her  beauty 
once , they  fal  of  as  faft , and  she 
is  left  only  to folitud  and  negleft, 
who  was  before  the  only  one  fre- 
quented, and  to  whom  al  ref- 
pe<fts  were  payd.  Whereas  our 
good  APgelis  fo  conftanta  freind 

of 
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ofours,as  no  change  of  fortune 
qualifyes , or  time  makes  vs  goe 
le(Te  withhim,buthe  iseuer  the 
fame , and  neuer  alters  in  loue 
vnto  vs,  euen  when  he  fees  vs  ha- 
ted of  God  and  man  *,  and  the  rea- 
fonof  this,  is , b ecaufe  he  knowes 
not  as  yet  the  final  reprobation 
of  him  whom  he  hath  in  charge, 
otherwife  he  would  not  haue  fuch 
care  of  wicked  men  ,asmoft  cer- 
taineithehath. 

Another  benefit  for  which  we 
{land  infinitely  obliged  vnto  the 
is,  that  they  carefully  prefentour' 
Petitions  vnto  Aim.  God  our  al- 
mes , watch  ings , and  al  our  good 
works  we  doe  which  by  thofe 
Words  of  the  Angel  to  Tobias  is 
rendred  euidet:W hen  thou  prayedft 
with  t cores , and  bur i edit  the  dead , 
when  thou  didft  leaue  thy  refiajl , and 

didfi 
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I did  ft  conceale  the  dead  by  day  in  thy 

boufir,  and  didft  bury  them  by  nighty 
J o fired  thy  prayer  vnto  our  Lord. 
And  this  by  that  myftical  ladder 
of Iacob  was  vnder  flood  , where 
the  Angels  wcte  feeri  afcending 
and  defcendingjbetwixt  heauen 
And  eatth  , to  fignifie  the  conti- 
nual commerce  they  haue  with 
either  for  ouravayle,  not  by  local 
motion,  but  by  afarr  more  ready 
way.  Sometimes  one  Angel  pre- 
fents  to  Aim.  God  the  generous 
vi&oryofthis  man  ouer  his  temp- 
tations*, another  fayes , behould, 
O Lord , the  profitable  vfe  which 
this  foule  makes  of  that  precious 
bloud  you  fhedfor  it  vpon  Mount 
Caluary , and  of  al  thofe  other 
graces  which  with  fo  liberal  a 
hand  you  haue  bellowed  on  it; 
A third  .cries  out,  Good  Lord  re- 

• ceiue 
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ceiue  this  charitable  perfons  al- 
mes  bellowed  vpon  you  in  the 
perfon  of  the  -poore  , or  thefe  de- 
uout  teares  fhed  only  out  of  an 
affe&iomat  loue  of  you  •,  Another 
.finally  prefent  the  oblation  of 
this  good  Religious  perfon  in 
Wholy  renouncing  al  worldly 
commodity es,  or  this  Preifts  pie- 
tie  and  zealei,  in-offering  vp  the 
holy  facrifice  of  the  Malle  ,or  me- 
ditating our  SauioursFalEonjand 
this  the  Canon  of  the  Malle  con- 
firmesfaying ; Iubihac perferiri per 
mantts  fanSli  ^Angelitui  in  fublime 
^4 It are  tuum  in  confye£iu  divin#  ma- 
te flat  is  tu<e ; Command  this  to  be 
carry  ed  by  thehand  of  your  holy 
Angel  to  your  fublime  Altar  In 
the  fight  of  your  diuine  Maie- 
flie , &c.  ■ 

And  as  they  are  ;afliftant  to  vs 

during 
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during  our  Iiues , To  at  our  deaths 
are  they  much  more  powerfully 
defending  vs  from  al  the  alTaults 
of  the  Infernal  Enemy ; as  tefti- 
fies  B,  Aloyfius  Gonzaga  of  the 
Societie  oflefus,  in  that  his  de- 
uout  meditation  of  our  Angel 
Guardian  where  hee  fayes,  thatf 
our  Angel  Cuftos  at  the  time  of 
our  death  is  moll  diligent  in  aflii- 
iling  vs  againll  the  Enemy , pie- 
feruing  vs  cheifly  from  thofe  two 
finnes  which  are  moll  incident  to 
men  in  that  article  of  time , Infi- 
delity and  defpaire , to  the  end 
that  making  heer  a happy  end 
they  may  repair e with  them  to 
heauen  , vnto  their  euerlafling 
habitation  y And  in  profecuting 
his  difcourfe  he  fayes  , that  as 
foone  as  the  foule  once  is  free 
from  the  captiuity  of  the  body. 


met Jbrm-tbt  1BZ)  .Mary.  4^ 
lf$  Arigel  prefent-ly  cbnduSfcs  it  to; 
the  Tribunal*  6i'  Alm.God5,  ani~ 
inat&fig  and^cbotaging  it  oa5 
the  why  ,to  put  -ks-cbeifeft  cdn- 
fideAc-e  itii  the  rftdrits  of  the  tia-; 
dred'bloud  of  Shui^rChrijfltj 
aid  ifit?ch&h£b  ^-thebetiter  to  b^ 
purified  4bwiiJ  p 

adiudgedi 

mfesv  fee  vifit£it6fWd  there',  com- 
forts  kjbfring^  itthefutfrageand 
feecdOKof  tbdffe  ptay  srs  and  me- 
ritsi^hich  are  dtfred  forit  infthe 
oiseer  world’, - knd  encourages  in 
middeft  of  its  fuffrances,  with  the 
hope  it  can  npfbe  long  in  fdffe- 
rings  and  in  fine  wfienthe  time  i? 
expired , he  eoadu&s'it  ohbvarid 
al  ^blight  andj  p8$fted  'kSdes  it* 
Ynto  heauen,  and  in- the  tWink-* 
ling  of  an  eye , prefonts  it  vnto 
Aim : :Godior«ctau6'  from  ftfin 

^villin;  a S 
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the  .Qoyoff  vf  eternal  beatitud, 
prepared  /cW  al  etercitie  for 
<jiofo  3 vho  hce?,fighfc  after  it  ia 
this  y4oC^  O happy  and 
A thoufapd  tjfnes  happy  w that 
foul^h&b  ha«ii^beeofaithfol 
to  it*  Cseaaor  * sad  pliant  t©  biff 
han4  to  he  ledd  vhitber  w*»«r 
his  leaft  nafltiop  Qatried  it*&fok 
lowing^hisgood  Angel  forguide 
leaning  the  Neofcld  wt  fif the  ws*- 
tue  of;  wcs:  at  la& 

vqtp,  |ha%,||ihgwa©e  oB  eternal 
fkfi?ity>:¥fewe  with  <3x>d  and  his 
Saipjis  fcstei  for  e«et  raigne. 

teiiebil^  thepra^ifo 

deiwti®“  tQ  oar 

Angei^mMml  h«og  **-■ 

{ufedi^aat  aRfrClwnariiitedtd 

his  , tod  thathx  noUa 

Sp4^#U#I**<afe^ffse  * asal  the 
4qquence  ofthevotMrathcirdik 

puruLhcs 
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ferae  the  2?,  TJ.Jtlury.  jpij 
imnifhcs  then  add  to  its  comen- 
dations,vouchfafes  to  keep  vs  per- 
petuall  company , and  defends  vs 
frotnal  euil,withhis  careful  wat- 
chings & his  comfortable  adaife, 
we  are  on  our  parts  to  endeaoour 
a requital : Birffc,  by  comporting 
our  felues  with  ai  deaotion  and 
due  refpedt  vnt©4*is  prefence  and 
oexthonouriqg&kn  with  al  com- 
petent honour.  Let  vs  then  confi- 
der  if  we  flood  perpetually  inthe 

8;bt  of  tfome  earthly  Prineeor 
onarlce,*  how  carefal  we  fhould 
Cue  fotqoompofe  our  outward  be- 
hpuiour,  as  might  render  vs  moft 
grateful  in  his  fight,  & with  how 
mpeh  more  care  and  diligence 
ought  we  in  the  prefence  of  our 
Angel  Guardian  to  comport  out 
felues  ? Heare  what  S.  Bernard 
Ayes  in  ^plication  of  thefe 
§ z wordst 
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Words : for  he  hathgiuen  his  ^Angels 
charge  otter  [ thee  to  guard,  thee  in  at 
thy  TvajesyScc.  O mor  tal  man, fay  es  ^ 
lie , what  reuerence , what  deuo- 
tion  and  confidence  art  thou  to 
conceiue  in  thy  breaft  from  thefe 
comfortable  words  of  the  Royal 
Prpphetvreuerencein  ftanding  in 
prefence  of  thy  Angel,  deuotion 
for  hiis  loue  of  thee,  & confidence 
for  his  care.  Be  therefore  v igilant 
neuer  toexceed  thebonds  of  thy 
fefpejft  awhile  thefe  holy  fpitits 
greajwayesj  in  thy  fight  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Aim,  God.himfelfe 
attendjngthem  thyprefenuation 
thy.  w^Yes,and.whetc£oeuei: 
-art , either  ip,  priuat  otpu* 
ilique  ,be  alwayes-carefuljneuer 
.tocommit  that  indecency  before 
.him, which  before.me  thou  woul- 
.deft  not  dpe.  Thus  S,  Bernard  in 

v.  mmm 

* 


& '[true  the  2t.  V.  M*ry* 

Ms  deuout  and  pious  manner. 

Secondly,  we  are  to  Honour 
them  with  thefe  reuerence.s  wfc 
Haue! formerly  treated  of , which 
miy|be  beftperformed  when  into 
priuat  We  haue  retir’d  our  felues?} 
efpecially  before  we  retire  our 
felues  to  reft  with  a profound  in- 
clination we  are' to  fay  , ^4ngde 
Deiy  qai  Cuftos  es  mei^  &c.  befeecft- 
ing  him  to  keep  vs  irtourfleepe 
from  the  alfalts  of  the  Enemy, 
that  euer  watches  to  harme  and 
mifchiefe  vs  •,  fb  when  we  awake, 
we  are  to  commend  our  felues 
vnto  them  that  day  following,  & 
whatfoeuer  buftnes  we  aretovn- 
dertake,that  it  may  fort  a wifhed 
couelufiomarid  we  fhould  do  wel 
often  to  commend  vnto  them  in 
fome.vocal  mannet  a deuout  con- 
. ception  of  our  hart  in  our  occur- 

S 3 rant 
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rant  ncccflityes  befoechliig- 
them  to  a (lift  vs  in  the  manhage 
of  this  or  that  particular  affaire. 

This  deudut  cuftome  had  oner. 
'Alexander  kuzaqua  an  Italian 
fierdenaan  of  a naaft  holy,  and* 
Vertuous  life  ythat  as  often  as  he 
faluted  any  tranche  mentally  in- 
tended that  reuefence  vnto  his. 
.Angel  Guardian  whom  he  falu- 
tedj  and-  an  excellent  confedera- 
tion it  was  3 to  thinke  a celeftial 
Spirit  a more  worthy  the  faiuta- 
tion  then  an  earthly  worme.Let 
vs  imitate  this  denotion , and  in 
fluting  any  fay  thus  in  our  minds 
I offer  this  reuerencc  to  the  An* 
gel  Guardian  that  attends  vport 
him  or  her  whomTfaLute.  And: 
mofthappy  it  yil  he  for  vs  if  we 
do  fo, for  by  thismeanes  we  shal 
indeare.our  feluesin  the  loueand- 


mAffattok  &>tf.  Mary;  4 rj 
iswofflhofo  B;  ir^it-ki  }^fta  caii 
-do  mare  fop  <w»r  rd»!  wfoAhcii- 
nien  c aad  gdody  the  rv  al  thtVdrfii 
hd&dw;  ■'  • : 

;*;»:!  rVi  • c iol.'  • ' * »i 

« "T ":•  ,vAt — . yiy .:  f»? 

MkW  wanner  Wt  art  tfr 
proceed  in  the  exfrcije  of 
fbej&^ddrg#kn$j  Vtorthu 

of  oAlm.  God: 


**  \^i'  0.  \\*  h 

G »*»'#*"  XHfc 


botlfcjjoth  beer -andir}  the>w*orId 
p,pQfn^5|  a-greafc  cor*- 

poral  honour  Confifts  igR  thefe 
fore  fayd  Adorations  , which  not 
on  1 y theSafnr  s haorpr  a&ifed^  ut 

,7We 

^pft^reade  how  h$  bowed  of  whom, 
bis  Inteif vtith  his'etefnal  f^ber* 
^^pcc$rateAtotb£^d^ftd  \ as 
namely;  the  night ^reced^his. 
PaflfofliWh^n  Recording  tpthe 
Euangelift  S.  La*e  : Hefinetkd 
\ andfd  profir  at ed  on  his  face,  And» 
&.M*W  he  proflra- 
\ ted  on  the  ground : by  which  words 
We  may  gather,.  hoWOuf  Sauioup 
reuerenced  his  eteHihl  Father 
in  ffiirity&  veritatt  x in  fpirit  and 
Verity.  w&h  each  part  both  of 
pody and djoule*  -:\'.i: 
j Eet  the  deuoitt  Chrjftimthext 
- . j * <*  , "*  dehr ous. 
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and  feme  the  3 X)  .Mary, . 417 
defirous  to  render  honour  to  the 
B.  Virgin, accompany  his  inte- 
riour  deuotion  of  the  foule , with 
the  exterior  ofthe  body  ;&  fir  ft, 
when  thou  art  retired  in  fecret, 
for  fo,  when  tbou  nvouldfi  Pray3  enter 
into  thy  chamber , fayes  the  holy 
Scripture;  thou  artto  begin  with  • 
this  Confideration  , how  excel- 
lent she  is , #hom  thou  art  to 
reuerence , and  the  excellency  of 
the  reuerencO  thou  exhibit  ft  t6 
her  , which  the  whole  Court  of 
heauen  take  for  higheft  honour 
tabeimployed  in.  And  touching 
the  exllency  of  her  , thou  art  to 
confider  her  large  portion  of 
glorieaboue  al  the  other  Saints, 
and  reprefent  her  tathe  eies  of 
thy  mind  j - 1 nthfOtffed ' ih  i moft 
gfetious  m&nnerab<kfeal  thfereft,' 
as  becomes  the  foueralfi'e  Em- 
...  . S v prefte 

Digitized  by  G00gk  - 


41  & ^’Method tohuc 

prefTe  of  them  al;al  ful  of  glory, 
and  of  Maieftie  ,.  encorapalfed: 
round  about’  wkh  innumerable 
Saints  and  Angels  perpetually 
making  Court  to  her,  andhonou- 
ring  her  with  humble  reuerences 
amongft  whom  thou  art.  to  ima- 
gine, they  felfe , and:  making  thy 
nrft  approches  of  adoring  her,.. 
Without  vttering.  any.  word , but-, 
only  fixing  thy*  mind  vpon  her- 
excellent  beauty  and;  Maiefty, 
procuring  to  begett*  in  thy  mind; 
the  whilil  frequent  ads  ofaffec- 
tionat  lone  and  complacency  in 
lb  mue,b  beauty  and^Maiefty  as . 
thou  conceit  ft  to  be  in  her,  .con- 
gratulating with  bet  that  her 
high  dignity  of  being  Mother  of 
<wd,^.ciwjfeqoentIy  Qveene 
of  heauen  and  earth  i Ads  whicftl 
ifthcybe.perfotiaedwifib  duein- 

tention- 


Google 


tention  aoddcuotionjit  hs  iaipoi- 
fibfo  to  iirtagma  fariw  graced! 
they  Wfitbe  to  her,  and  how  pro- 
fitable for  thofe  who  ate  exerci- 
£ed  therein. 

We  hswe  an  example  of  a dc- 
uout  Religious  woman  recounted 
byJP.Heroide  Dominican)  who 
being  afflicted  with*a  greeuous 
malady  afeeri  much  .pains  andfti& 
ferancedied  thereof  wbofefoule 
appearing  fame  dayesaftoi  tbtho 
fub-Priorefle  of  theCosruentjfoid 
among  ft  other  difcourfesv  Know, 
Mother , that  the  reward  which 
Alm,Godbeftowcsvpon,the  leaft 
good  work  of  ours,  is  foexcefliui 
great  , as  if  it ‘were  putt  to  my 
choice , I would  returne  euea 
frOna  tihe  iayes  of jfceanen  vrko 
thfi  eaetb  againe,and&ffer  aibtoy 
forttmaiSi<ftiwasy0nlyt07ecit« 

one 
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one  ^itte  Maria. , that  returning’ 
tjlicace  againe,  I ndghtacgtiire  $ 

newmeritJby  it  -inheaue&V  a net 
this^ithough  I were  not  certai no 
to  fay  it  without  tepidity  of 
ftra&ion  j.  fo  that  I wefe-  but  in 
•grace  the  while «,  and  freo’ifrOttf 
al  jnortal  firine.  And-  if  tEis-Hoiy- 
Religious  Ionian  wouldhaue  ex- 
pofed  herYelfto  fuch  cruel  paine 
add  futferances only  for  the  me- 
rit of  fo  fmal  an  a £k , how  great 
fhal  their  merit  be  ywhoexer- 
fifg  themfelues  in  this  deuout 
exercifeof  reuetencing  het, being 
$>ae . of  the  greateft  & mo&excel- 
leoJ)  feruices.'  which  aCbriftlari 
can  tender  vreuythe  Mother 'of 
Clfti  w-  ' ■ : - 1 < 

Hitherto  wehaue treated  of  the 
«Meci  orwpor  opxawof.  t behind 
duringrthis  oat  zdml  tmemtibg 

. ' the 
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miferue  the  %.ZJ, Mary,  411 
‘riie  B.  Virgfn.yNow  let  vs  come 
exteiiot  of  this  body  .Firtt, 
Wate^to  bov  the  friie,  in  crop 
fingour  hahdsi  before  our  breaft 
with  -a  litle  inclination  ©f  the 
head;  smd^a&er  having-  prayedirj 
thai  maner^ve  are  to  rife'agayrie, 
andlterat  thefame'deuotionfor 
the  fecondtimeyand  fo  forward? 
as  our  deuotion  shal  inftnua  vs; 
the  which  ~ Adorations  cW>e  like- 
wife  may  tperforroe  only^ithbb- 
- wing  one  k’nee  to  the  ground, 
ioyning  of  our  hands,  arid,  Gxtqg 
of  our  thoughts  on  the  Ma-ieifie 
of  the  B.  Virgjnfhewhile  5 and 
if  ahy  through  ihfii-niiey  find  dip 
Acuity  ib  thefeiftctinations^they 
may  helps- themfe  lues  by  lean  i og 
on  the  dike;  or  only  bow  dGwne 
flieirjbodyl,3ot»  t*akW  fe^'ftghfc 

Alwayes 
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AIwaye§remembririg.thatthiss 

extewour  » cot  die' 

cheifeft  thing  ve  are  to  regard,' 
but  that  which  is-  proceeding: 
irony  the  interiour,as  the  words 
promouhc’t , or  by  the  hart  or 
mouth  the  vbAlft,now  faying:I  x- 
doreyou6facredfMoitherof  Gody 
& repeating  itasofte  as  wemake 
eur  reuerices,  or  elf  pronouncing 
thefe  two-words  only  of  uiittMa* 
ria  , with  wbieb  the  Angel  Ga* 
briel  Tainted  her , and  inthat  re- 
. ' uerent  manner  ( it  is  fuppofed  ) 
vhieh  we  heet  preferibe  to  her 
deuour  feeuants  to  imitor : f© 
doing  we  $h*l  performs  that  An-  - 
gelical.  office  too, as  welras  be, 
nay  in  a manner  more  excellent^  - 
for  he  fahitedber  burns  a hum- 
ble Virgin,  we  an  the,  Mother  of 
Cod,  and  daughter  of  the  molt 

■ holy. 
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^rferm  thc  &XJJK*ry.  413^ 
Holy  Trinity  i he  in  the  lowly 
houfeofNazareth , and  we  in  the 
highe  Court'  of  hearten , where 
she  fitts  marefticalfy  enthroned 
4nd  crowned  Qucene  of  the 
whole  Yni.uerfc^he  finally  while ' 
she  was  yet  fubied  to  mortality, 
and  the  incommodities  it  goes 
annex’t  withal  ,but  we  now  when  > 
she  isaboue  ^participant  of  eter- 
nal-life  glory  and  felicity  . Great- 
then  is  their  prerogatine  who  fa* 
Jute  her  fa,  and great?  shal  their 
meritbee  , if  they  do  it  with  that 
''due  deuotionandreuerence , .as-:- 
they  ought. 
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Hov  in  the  like  manner  We 
• W/to  reference  God , ^ 
the  Saints  in  Heauen . 

C H A P.  XIV. 

Aving  rpoken  of 
the  Interiour  & Ex- 
teriour  reuerences, 

W"e  are, to  honour  the 
Mother  wirival : Let 
vs  make  application  ofthpm  vnto 
God  himfelfe  with  the  foueraine 
honour  of  Latvia  due  to  his  moft 

Auine  Maieftie.  We  muft  then 
procure  to  reference  him  fo , as 
«iefe  exteriour  deuotions  may 
proceed  from  the  redundancy  of  , 

the 
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^^cri^ur-  to  which  effed  bfe-* 
torevre  put.in’  pradifethefore- 
iaxd  reuerences,weareto  fixe  out 

qmim-eM  on  tbe  Maiefty  ©f 
jc  confidering.  his  itn-2 
|gr«&tne£  & mcdmprehen-^ 
•'  £®-  P^fediOns  in  which,  weare 
ij^nitly  to  cake  complacence  jas 
beingi’tehit.he is,fo exce^- 
to  exceeding  greaty 
and  thence  are  to  .accompany 
this  ihteriour  ad  of  ours  with, 
anoft  profound  teuerencesandin- 
^iipations,howing  eoeh  vnto  thfr 
ground  before^ that. Maiefty  3*be- 
■?*e  vhofe.  glonious  Throne  -the1 
Angels  thfemfdues , adore  w.proJ 
&ernMg  tmix  faces  (mthepround.  • * 
.-A^d  tg acquit  ©unjlelues  '•fcheJ 
T.et^r'of,this^uotuoniiwear^,yfilJ 
peciaily.enery  morning  whedwe; 
XMe  ) as  h^ht  When  we  retire: 


4*6  . 

to  reft,  moil  profoundly  td  fotfe*- 
rence  this  our  Aim.  Lord5,  attftl 
whilft  we  remains  irrthdthumbfe 
pofture  on  odr  knees,  We^Afe  td 
caft  thd  eyes  df  our  mind  wftfhtn 
affedionat  regard  on  chat  high  & 
incomprehentifele  Maieftie,  fo  to* 
begett  inter icwr  a&s  of  loy  and 
complacency  ef  the  foueraine 
power  he  hath  , and  {©ueftignd 
goodnes  accompanying  it. 

And  this  let  vs  do , as  often  a F» 
We  bow  our  knees  inreucrencing; 
Aim.  God,  accompanying  It  ftil 
with  fome  interiour  a&  of  the 
lone  of  him,  an  a&,  wtikh  no* 
creature  in  heauen  and  earth  .can 
truly  imagine  the  excellency 

©f  it  j being  an  operation  which,1 
Gqd  continuaHyisexercifingfrr 
himfelfe  5 to  wit  of  iby  andeom- 
pWeacic  ia  his.  iefirtk  good** 

nes* 
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fees,  whence  doth  proceed  the 
loue  of  it  which,  muft  ii  fee  Wife 
be  infinityThefe  ads  of  loue  then 
let  vs  endeauour  to  ftirr  vpin  our 
felues , and  affure  oar  felues  that 
the  leaft  of  them  Is  fuflicient 
rayfe  afouleta  a mod  highe  de- 
gree of  perfe&ion. 

As  witnefifeththis  ftory  extras 
died  out  of  the  fecond  part  of  th  e 
Chronicles  of  the  Friers  Minors. 

A certaine  Religious  matronbe- 
held  in  vilion  thirty  Religions 
of  the  Conuent  of  Paris  aldepar- 
ting  this  life  at  once  , Whereof 
hue  only  were  codemned  to  Pur- 
gatory , the  reft  went  alimme- 
diatly  to  heauesi  # & ©neamongft. 
the  reft  had  bis  place  affigned 
him  among#  theSeraphins ; She 
being  retaroed  from  her  yifioir  - 
and.aRoni&hed  thereat , had  re- 

courfe 
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coyrfe  to  the  Guardian'll  the 
Friar?  y here  f he  liued,  and  de- 
clared vnto  him.  al  that  she  hacf 
feen  i who  like,  a prudent  man, 
^V^^her,tohe£eech  Aim,  God 
in  continuation  of  his  former 
fauour  to  reveabe  vnto  het  the 
name  of  hi  m whowas  (o  highly 
aduanced  aboue  the  reft  *,  therby 
mote,  particularly  to  %iow  the 
truth  of  the  vlfioa:  she  did  lb,  8c 
it  was  reuealed  vnto  her  that  his. 
name  was  Venancc  here-vporr 
the  Guardian,  difpatcht  an  Ex- 
prefleto  Paris  to  informe  him  of 
thofe  who  were  lately  dead  in 
that  Couent;  whole  nuber  being 
giuen  him  vpp , he  found  them 
exa&ly  to  agree  with  that  of  the 
Vifion  v and  that  this  Venatice  was 
only  a Ample  lay  Brother  amogft 
the  reft,  whofe  Office  wasto  haue 

care 
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-cafe  of  the  FriArs  habits  , arid 
raend  <_  them  when  they  VHstcr 
torne-;  which  it  feemes  he  had 
executed  vith  fuch  charity,  as  hd 
had  merited  by  it  that  highe  place 
inheauen. 

Noy  if  this  good  Religious 
man,  i n exercifi  ng  thb  JIaght  and 
manual  Office  Coudd  merit  fo* 
high  a degree  of  glory  , thofe 
Vho  are  exercefed  in  this  Ange- 
lical deuotion  which  we  t^eat  of, 
if  they  do  it  with  that  attetrtihn 
as  they  ought , bawfirr  more 
high  an  one  muft  they  needs  me- 
rit byr  it?  And  for  our  «ncourage- 
menr  , it  wfregdod  tdoanfider,! 
ftow  ftrt  B:|Qre.  proftedbIy>  we  may  - 
be exefsifpfl  if*  ityfhenthehm^ 
fed  Angels  whofe continual  im-' 
pioyment  i^kj  for  they  withal 
that  they,  .cAndojCasJmeter  aduace 
" - . tiighe* 
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higher  by  it,  an  Angel  can  neuef 
became  an1  Archang  el , an  Arch  a* 
gel  can  never  fitt  equal  with  the 
Thrones,  nor  a Cherubin  in  fine 
be  embraced  with  the  fire  of  a 
Seraphin  > whereas  we  may  not 
only  acciiinuhtt  merits  fojto  rayfe 
vs  from  often  to  Angels*  but  euen 
dnrpafie  them  therafekes , and 
being  eleuated  higher  then  Prin- 
cipalities and  Thrones , become 
euen  equal  with  the  Seraph  ins: 
and  by  this  only  exercife  may  at 
thisbe  etfe&ed.  . 

So  likewife  may  we  apply  this 
deuotioa  to  the  honour  of  Dulia 
proper  to  the  Saints,  by  the  only 
turning  of  the  mind's  ihtention, 
and  this  more  particularly  on  the 
dayes'wheron  they  are  honoured, 
and  their  feafts  are  celebrated} 
when  befides  thefe  external  reue- 

rencejf 
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xenc4s  w«  arc  to  procure  to  ho- 
nour them  from  our  hearts , by 
elicit  fr  am  thence  of  congra- 

tulation'. for  their  felicities , arid 
thankfgiulng  vn&e  Aim.  God  f6r 
hauing  predeftinated  the  from  al 
eternity  to  that  high  dignitie  to 
which  he  hath  promoted  them,  & 
iowhkh  they  hau©  armed,  by  fo 
many  vertuoas  and  meritorious 
wayes,  leauiog  to  vs  their  Imita- 
tion , to  Jtracc  their  glorious  foot 
ftegs<after  them*  That  day  like- 
wile  wane  to  afeenet  in  mind  to 
the  particular  4USfcioft9ef  their  li- 
nes , confidering  the  ardent  cha- 
rity of;  thw  one^  this  others  pro- 
found  humility,  and  the  like  ac- 
cording as  their  Ifcies  fhal  giue 
cjpcafiom 

, In  ea®ckfi©a.,«bis  aduertife- 
xnent  l Walgiue)oucof  that  holy 

Cardinal 
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Cardinal  Bellarmine  touching- 
theife  extcriout  reuercCes,  to  , 

that  thpy  ire  only  to  he  diftin- 
guifhed  {;  whetherdon  inthe:  ho-* 
pour  of  Alp>%  God,  of  his  3.  Mo-? 
ther,  of  Angfels , orof. Saints)  by 
^hein,teriiaj  itoetionofth^ijalnq, 
and  the  rnesfo  ekscelleHfcy*  of 
jhdie,  they  -As  Tot? 

example,  we  adore  and  reference? 

^ Alm.G  9,d  for  the  immenfenes  of 
His  jgratnes  andMaifty1 \ fbr  His? 
infinit . goodnes  /ranld  Tot-  being 
both  our  beginning  andhrval  end*. 
We  honour  the  Saints  ,ras  th6fe1 
who  partkipatofhis  dmine  grace 
and  cel^ftiad  ^glory  y and  the  B. 
V irgin , as  Mother  of.  Aden.  God, 
and  furpaffipgiia  excdleocjr  of 
title, ai  Creatures  both-,inhea«; 
uen  and  ear;|h>,  Conformable  to 
this,  we  fiseiikQ,  ho|y  ‘ Aripture; 

‘ , hOWj 
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bow  Abraham  with  the  fame  fort 
of  veneration  , bowed  downe: 
both  to  God , Angels , and  men, 
indifferently  honouring  them 
according  to  their  dignities  $• and 
in  this  manner  we  are  to  vnder- 
ftand  the  holy  Scripture  when!  it 
occurrs  to  fpeake  in  any  other 
paffage  of  thefo  venerations. 


HoW  theft  genuflexions  may 
deuoutly  be  £xercifed  before 
smy  Image  of  our  B.  Lady # 


Chap.  XV. 

T is  an  ancient  Cu- 
ftome  of  the  Church, 
to  honour  Images 
both  of  our  Sauiour, 
his  B.  Mother,  anci 
bis  holy  Saints , nay  an  article  of 
- T 
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faith  from  Apoftolical  Tradition 
receiued3as  we  are  taught  by  di- 
ners Concels.  This  poly  is  to  be 
noted  j .that  while  we . honour 
tbenvj  we  dire#  not  our  reuetpn- 
ces  vntnthem  3 as  they  are  mate- 
rially what  they  ere  of  wood  or 
Hong,  &c.  but  as  they  reprefent 
them  whofe  Images  they  are  s it 
reprefents  according  to  that  an- 
cient axiome  \ the  honour  af  the 
Image  .is  referred  to  thofe  wham  itere- 
prefeqts.  And  thisthe  Gouncd  6f 
Tyent  jnfertswhereit  (ayes:  lathe 
Images , which  we  honour  and  fal 
downe  before , we  adore  lefts  chrift9 
and  'reverence  his  Saints . A lid  fp 
the  7. ' Synod  fkyes ; *d°t* 

the  Images , adates  the  fmem^e 
kingit  reptftnU : the  like  we  may 
fey  by  the  Image  of  the  Queene 
• efbeauefi  jandiUs  confirmed  h*y 

Origea 
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Origen  where  he  fayes  ; W ho  i>f- 
holds  any  mans  Image , (fayes  he  ) 
may  be  faid  to  behold  him  whom  it  re* 
frefents. 

This  verity  then  fo  Catholike, 
for  the  better  performing  this  ho 
iy  exercife  we  fhouid  do  wel  to 
procure  fom  Pi&ureboth  denout 
and  faire3  b^fprelwhieh  we  are  to 
do  got  reuereooes  { although  of 
this  there  be  no  neceftityv)  I fay 
faire , for  faire  obie&s  do  fooneft 
' ftirr  vp  the  affections  of  themindi 
as  appear es  by  that  example  of  S» 
•Bernardine,wh0  while  he  was  but 
very  yong , was  fo  taken  with  de- 
motion to  a certaine  picture  of 
■ora:  B.  Lady more  comly  then 
the  reft  ithathe  was  neuer  wel  but 
when  he  was  onhis  knees  before 
|c*,andheerit  was  where  he  layd 
the  foundation  of  his  fan&ity* 
X t which 
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which  afterwards  he  built  fo  high 
vpon , as  it  was  an  admiration  to 
the  world. 

Which  manner  of  adoring  the 
B.  "Virgin  in  her  Images,  is  a for- 
cible remedy  againft  the  tempta- 
tions of  our  infernal  Enemie  *,  as 
this  following  example  doth  de- 
clare, taken  out  of  S.  IohnDa- 
xnafcen  by  F.  Suarez  of  the  Socie- 
ty of  Iefus.  There  was  a deuout 
Religious  man  ( fayes  he  ) accu- 
Homed  to  worfhip  the  Mother  of 
- God  in  a certaine  Image  of  hers; 
who  being  one  day  fiercely  alfal- 
tedby  the  Enemy,  with  a gree- 
uous  temptation , as  he  was  care- 
fully imploying  al  his  force  for 
the  repelling  it , the  diuel  appea- 
ling to  him  promifed  him , if  he 
would  forbeare  to  honour  that 
Image  , he.  would  not  only  free 

him 
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&im  from  that  prefent  tempta- 
tion, but  neues  moleft  him  with 
the  likeagaine.  But  the  good  Re- 
ligious man  in  defiance  of  him, 
fel  a frefh  to  honour  it  before  hi.% 
face,  and  the  diuel  and  tempta- 
tion both  vanifhed  away.  1 
And  a great  help  it  would-be  to 
this  deuotion,  to  imagine  the  Br 
Virgin  the  while  beholding  vs 
from  heauen  (as  without  al  doubt 
fhe  doth)  & taking  complacence 
in  our  honouring  her  ,•  & to  make 
the  Imagination  worke  the  liue- 
Jyer,  let  vs  frame  a conceipt , that 
if  an  earthly  Queene  fhould  take 
filch  delight  in  being  honoured  iii 
pi&ure , as  she  should  place  her 
ielfe  where  fhe.  might  behold 
with  what  alacrity  and  affe&ion 
it  were  done,  and  bountioufly  re- 
wardthofe  whom  fhe  fa  we  moft 
v T j for- 
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forward  in  their  bonowicg  it  j 
what  concourfe  wouldthcre  be 
by  al  who  defired  l©  ingratiat 
themfelues^andindeare  their  fer- 
iiices  to  her  Maiefty : and  if  tbit, 
, for  an  earthly  Queene  would  be: 
don  with  fuchf  forward  & greedy 
defire,  how  much  more  prompt 
and  ready  ought  we  to  be,  to  dofc 
it  to  pleafe  Sc  gratifythe  Queeft 
©f  heauen  ? which  While  we  doe,, 
deuoutly,  we  may  fuppofe  her 
gratioufly  regarding  vs,  and  ta^ 
Jung  notice  of  each  partifcular 
adion, pointing  vs  out  to  the  An- 
gels about  her  , thus  fuch  one 
doth , and  thus  fiich  a one,.there>< 
fore  haue  a particular  care  of  them, 
to  dfeftnd  them  from  their  ene* 
mie<t , and  when  their  foules  are 
free  from  their  mortal  prifons,. 
becarefolto  condud  them  higher 

vntor. 
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tnto  roe^Which  is  cofirmed  from 
this  enfaing  example  recounted 
by  F.  Razzia  Dominican,  in  his 
ffopdfis,  of  a certaine  Shepheards  • 
daughter  Exceedingly  denoted  to 
the  Queen  of  Heauen,in  fo  much 
as  feing  her  pi&ure  in  an  old  rui- 
bous  Cfiappel  (one  day  while  she 
wasiterjding  her  ‘fathers  fheepe) 
and  much-greening  to  fee  it  fo  ne- 
jgle&ed , she  fayd  : © B.  Virgin, 
Were  it  in  my  power,  this  your 
Image  should  be  in  greater  vene- 
ration; but  what  k wants  in  exte- 
riour  ornament , I defire  my  itf- 
terioiir  deuotion  may*  fupply^ 
which  defire  of  hers  was  fo  grate- 
ful to  the  Queone  of  Heavren, a"s 
minding  to  reward  her  for  hand 
her  innocent'  life  With  an  euerlE- 
fting  crowne  of  glory  , she  fent 
hct  firft  a ficknesj  the  fore-run- 
. T 4 ner 
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Her  of  her  death  , and  iuft  as  that 
was  ready  to  approach  vnto  her; 
Two  deuout  Religious  men,  the 
one  in  vilion,the  other!  nprayer, 
had  eyther  of  them’  this  , reuela- 
tion.  Concerning  her;  they  fir  ft 
faw  a Proceflion  of  Virgins  richly 
habited,.al  shining  with  glorious 
light  5,  which  pafllng  by-themj 
another  troupe  followed' them 
more  riche  and  glorious  then  the 
Ibrmer , al  clothed  in  white , and 
laftly  a thi  rdwh  ofe  gar  metsbei  ng 
ted,in  ornament  and  beauty  fari 
hirpafied  and  put-shined  al  thofe 
that  went  before;  in  the  doling  cf 
this  laft  trayne,.a  Queene  of  in*- 
comparable  Maiefty  appeared,in*. 
hnitly  exceeding  al  that  can  he 
imagined  of  venerable  aodtaimia* 
hie;  at  the  feete  of  whom  thofe 
Religious  men  proftrating  them* 
...  ^ fellies, . 
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felues,  defirousofher  to  be  inform 
med  who  she  was  ; she  thus  an- 
swered them : I am  the  Mother  of 
God,and  al  thofe  troupes^you  fee 
marching  before,  are  thofe  who 
haue  coriferu’d  their  virginities 
al  their  life  time^  the  firft  troupe, 
riot  fully  refolded  of  their  cour/e 
of  life,haue  yet  died  Virgins, and 
receiucd  the  reward  thereof,  tfo# 
fecond  is  df  thofe, who  haue  coni- 
fecrated  their  virginities  by  vo# 
vnto  their  heauenly  Spoufe  *,  and 
the  laft , who,  to  the.  CroWne  of 
virginity  haue  added  the  glorioirt 
palme  of.Martyrdomes  alwhioh 
are  now  attending  me  to  a hamlet 
heere  to  receiue  the  departing 
foule  of  a poore  fheapardefle^ 
.whom  for  her  deuotion  tomeia 
' .mine  I mage , 1 meane  to  place  at- 
jnongft  thefc  heauenly  Quires* 
v ' T v.  and 
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and  r*w<fcd;ber  with  thegiory  of 
a»  euerlahing  Growne.  This  Rfr- 
weJttion(it  hapcaed)thefe  two* 
Religious  oxen  coBMitiic^ted  each . 
to  the  other,  when  irupiirihg  who  ' 
this  poore  Shepardeffe^hooldbe, 
at  feilthey  were  direded  tea  title 
cotage  where  lay  dais  poore  yongv 
Girle  vponapaddof  ftraw , euen. 
refcdy  to  breathe  her  laft,  When 
feeing  thefe  Basligious  mon  en- 
tringicjGood  Fathers  (faydfhe) 
ia  reward  of  your  charity  I would 
to  God  l could  fhew  you  what  a 
glorious  Company  is  heetaway*- 
tirigtabeare  my  fcuie  to  reft*  Sc 
fctaxngf  fayd  this,  fhe  rendred  vp 
hot:  fotpie  into  their  hands  5 who 
willingly  receaued  it.  By  which 
example  we  may  fee > how- accep- 
table to  the  B.  Virgin  tre  our  rd- 
uerencing  jwi  deiioutly.  ip  her 
Images*. 
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Now.tP  the  end  the  frequent 
afpect  of  her  Images  may  excite 
Vs  frequently  to  honoar  her  •,  I 
would  countei  euery  deuout  Ca- 
tholicke  to  frd?rne  their  cham- 
bers with  fpo&e  I mage  of  hers  t or 
procure  rather  to  hauefome  por* 
table  one,  which  they  are  neues 
to  depart  withal  *,  In  imitation  of 
S . Hedging  a Dutctielfe  of  Piolo* 
niq  ,who  totipnoutithe  glorious 
Moth#,  ofGod  more  frequently; 
Wpuld  neuer  be  without,  her  I- 
mage  in  her  hand  it  the  two  firft 
fingers  & thumbe  of  whofe.right, 
hapd#  the  opefiingpf  h^r  T Pmb 
fomehHe  and  twenty  yeares  aftec 
hprdcpeafe  were  found  whole  $4 
incorrupt^  ( al  the  reft,of  her  hodj^ 
rag  wafted  vnto  to  hone)  hoi? 
ding  bewfot  them  m Image.of 
the  b,  yirgin  jfefoft  >as  neither 
. ' when 
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when  she  dyed , nor-  then  , could 
they  take  it  thence. 

So- when  in  any  place  Her  fa* 
ered  Image  occurs  vnto  our  fight,. 
we  are  deuoutly*to  honour  it,  in 
Vncoueringthe  head,  bowingthe 
knee,  &c.  According  as  the  an- 
cientChreftias  were  accuftomedf 
the  like  rcuerencewe  are  to  do 
when  we  heareher  name  pftonefi- 
cedj  adeuoti&n  fo  punctually  6b* 
ferued  by  the  ancient  Chriftians, 
& Saints  as  S.  Gerard  Bifliop  of 
^annoniaconamandedit  through 

al  ^ris  Diocefe. 

1 And^t'Wbifch  WeI%d?of-rel-* 
tierencing  her  name , 

Mkewife  to  fay  a word  or  two  of 
khe  teuerence  we  owe  & that  of 
our  Sauiour  Chrift.  Firftjfhr  the 
Wikm0  of  the'  holy-T'rihfPy  hoW 
vegetable :it  liih  thd  , 

witnef- 
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witneflfeththat  verfe  in  the  con*’ 
clufion  of  eueryPfalme  : Gloria* 
Patriy&c.  Glory  to  the  Father $ &c. 
in  pronouncing  of  which,  al  rife 
vp and<k>Teuerenee%not  only  the 
Quires. on  earth,butalfo  inhea- 
uen  it-felfej  as  ismanifeft  by  that 
Wondrous  example  recounted  by 
Petrus  Damianus.  There  was  a 
deuout  man  ( fayes  he  )who  one 
sight  , while  they  were  finging 
Matins,  rauifhed  in  extafy , be-* 
held. the  B.  Virgin  accompanied 
with  an  infinity  of  Angels  &Viw 
gins  entring  the  Church, and  led- 
ding  the  Procelfion  vp  the  high 
Altai:,  he  fawtheal  jcheeie  down, 
and  whileft  each  Gloria  Patri^Sic; 
was  finging  ,.thdy  al  fell  prpllrat 
m.  their  faces  who*  demanding 
the  reason  of.  his  extraordinary 
seneitocc,Jan^aisfwercd  Him,. 

that 
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shat  as  often  as  t hatverfe  wisfuhgr 
#ja  earth , they  in  heauen;  were 
particularly  touched  with  the  re-t 
u ere  nee  exhibited  vnto  the  hplyi 
Trinity , and  reioyced  that  their 
ordinary  gx  ercjfe  kx  beauen  of  a-) 
doring  the  Al.Rleffed  Trkntyv- 
- was  in  fuch  vogue  on  earth. 

. And  how  feuerely  any  irre-i 
uereace  vhto  this  faered  verfe,  ife 
pujaishedby  Aim.  God,  we  haue  a 
cleare  Example  in  ihefecod  pari 
of  the  Fr.  Minors  Chronicles, 
of  a Religious  man , who  for  not 
inclining  while  this  verfe  was 
pronounc’t  outofanegl^enp.cu- 
Rome  he  had  gott,Was  after  death 
punished  in  this  manner  , she 
Was  punished  placed  on  a moft 
highe  and  harrow  pillar , inuirw* 
wed  about  with  fea,  wherha  hun^ 
dredtyme*  a.  day  andas  eft  by 

night, 
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night , he  vats  condemned  , to 
mod  profound  inclination  Yntli 
he  had  fatisfied  for  hb  neglect  of 
them , in  the  other  world.  Which 
punishment  being  expired,,  he 
reuealed  vnto  one  of  his  fellow 
Religious  f that  at  eiaeryinclina- 
tion  he  felt  fuch a horrible  feare,. 
as  if  atthe  inftant  he  hadTben  fal- 
ling, into  hel. 

. AsfottheB.nameof  IefuSjthere 
needs  no  otherteftimony,  nor  in- 
citement to  honour  it,thenthofe 
words  of  holy  Scripture  where 
It  is  fayd : That  at  the  nameof  Icfus, 
~al{  facts  should  bow  both  m heaven , 
Barth,  and  the  Infernal  deefes  below. 
So  likewife  do  we  feuerece  thofe 
.Words  of  S..Iobfis  Gofpel  Et  Ver* 
Jwm  'Caro  fabluen  eft  \ and  the  worde 
Wat  made  flesh:  zn&th&t  otherpar- 
tide  af«be  li|i<en  Creed: 

camatm 
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carnatus  eft-,  &c.  by  which  we 
are  reduced- to  memory  of  the 
fweet  goodnes  ©f  Aim.  God,  and 
his  infinit  loue^which  caufed  him 
for  our  fakes/to  vndergo  fo  many 
tormets,&  afflictions  inthis  mor- 
tal life*  and  that  man  were  a very 
monlter  of  Ingracitud,  should  he 
refufe  to  honour  him  for  it. 

Admirable  truely  and  worthy 
the  notice  of.  al  the  world  \i  that 
hiftory, which  Cefarius  anauthbfr 
worthy  of  credit  recounts.  There 
was  ( fay es  he  ) a yong  Gentle** 
man  of  a proud  and  hauty  nature) 
who  being  prefent  6nce  at  Malfe 
fung  in  tbe  Cathedfal  Church, 
whilft  al  at  pronouncing  thefe 
words,  Incarnatm  boWed 

downe  their  knees  in  humbler^- 
uerence  , he  neuet  ijffered 
ftirror  moue  him,  frpm:hkfein% 

In 
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In  punishment  of  which  irreue- 
yence,  it  pleafed  Aim.  God  to 
permit  the  diuel  presently  to  ap- 
peare  vnto  him  in  a moft  horrible 
antf  frightful  shape  , who  gi* 
uing  him  a furious  blow  on  the 
face , faydvnto  him*, Poore  im- 
pious man,  doll;  thou  not  knoty» 
that  the  Eternal  God  became 
man  for  thee?  and  art  thou  not  af- 
hamedthen  to  Sitt  while  others. 
Itneele , &bearethy  felfefb  high,-s 
for  whom  God  ftoop’t  fo  lowe?- 
and  what  art  thou  more  them 
others  or  what-  priuiledge  haft 
thou  abpue  the  reft  1 vngrateful  as 
thou  artj  if  he  whom  thou  ne- 
gled’ft  fo  much  yhad  done  but  a 
hundred  partfo  much,  for  me, 
as  he  hath  done  for  thee  , I< 
would  not  only  bow  downe  vnto 
•the  earth  vuto  him*  but  euenvnto 
* : ‘ hel. 


4 to 

j ^isc&tfe.  - 

&ot -.the' honour  which  apper* 
taines  to  Images , hauing  by  the 
tpay  fpoken  of  it  before,  fvif 
hceromit  k,aQtfpaffevnto, 


fThe  References  We  are  tie 
make  in  faying  our  ‘Read*, 

Ch  o.  XVI. 


i# 


Avimg  fpokeir  of 
•^iuers  forts  ef  Ado- 
rations , that  which 
we  intend  to  fpealc  of 
. now  , humbly  to  in- 
cline our  feltresat  euefry  Jdue  Ma- 
ria |n  faying  of  out  Beads of  al 
others  is  the  moft  exitellent, 
wemay  gatfaet  from  the  esreel- 


&•  fem  fbt  2?,  V.  Jkdry]  4^ 
Jency  it  felfe  of  Rofafy  and  the 
Angelical  Mutation. 

And  fir  ft  for  the  Beads  er  Ro- 
fary^its  excellency  Confifts  in 
this  , that  it  is  a deuotionwholy 
compofedof  our  Lords  Prayer  Sc 
the  Archangels  wordes  y with 
and  addition  of  Saint  Elizas 
beths,  out  of  the  holy  Ghofpel, 
&c.  vnto  which  the  holy  Church 
hath  no  devotion  comparable;. 
Then  for  the  number , it  confi- 
ning of.  65.  Marias , being 
the  number  of  yeares  the  B.  Vir- 
gin liued  on  earth , it  is  botfide*- 
uoot  and  myfteriows,*  wherefore 
it  were  good  ,that  in  laying  ouet 
the  Beads  , we  inclined  at  every 
Mi tria  inr  memory  df  feacn* 
yeare  of  her  B.  life , andta£h  vir- 
tue in  which  she  was  exercifed 
the  while  iwhkh  if  it  be  duely 

per- 
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performed,  what  anexc^llent  de-» 
notion  mu  ft  it  neceflarily  beej' 
whilftwecommemorat,  how  she 
liuedan  infant,. how  in  womans 
ftate , and  how  al  her  life  in  euery 
age  thereof , according  to  the  fe-» 
ueral  decades  .of  our  Beads’  vpon 
euery  one,whilft  we  make  deuoufc 
and  humble  reuerence  methinkes 
We  exceed  in  deuotlon , euenthe 
Angel  whom  we  imitat , for  he 
only  once  feluted  her , but  we  as 
often  as  there  are  Beads  in  the 
Rotary,  and  as  oft  as  weshal  fay. 
themouer. 

And  whiljft  we  are  exercifed 
in  this  deuotion,  what  do  we  elfe 
but  compofe  a Garland  for  our  felL 
uesof  the  Rofes  and;  1 illyes  ofin> 
mortal  life,  with  which  after  this 
mortal  fife  we  shalbe  Crowned^ 
or  rather  she  doth  it  for  vs , to 

whom 
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whom  weoffer.vp  this  our  deuo- 
tion as  whilfta  certaine  deuout 
Yirginfaye  her  Beads, an  Angel 
was  obferued  on  a goulden  thread 
for  each  *Atu  Maria  to  thread  a 
Rofe , for  each  Voter  nofter  a lilly, 
which-the  following  Miracle  gir 
uesworthy  credit  vato,  taken  out 
of  the  third; part  of  the  Ih:.  Mi- 
nors Chronicles, ^andit  is  this  A 
certaine  Guardian  had  comman- 
ded a Nouice  of  his  called  Lewis 
Albanois  , to  fay  euery  day  his 
Beads  ouer  before  he  eate  or 
drunke.  This  deuotion*  the  good 
Nouice  once  by  chance  ( hindred 
by  other  bufines  ) did  omitt,' 
which  the  Guardian  vnderftan-> 
dinginftantly  commanded  him  to 
performe,  it  ( iuft  whenthey  were 
then  fitting  downe  to  eate , ) fe- 
uearely  reprehending  him  for  his 

negli- 
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negligence,  the  Nouice obeyed, 
and  repayred  vnto  the  Church, 
where  after  he  -had  for  feme 
good  fpace  remained , the  Guar- 
dian Cent  one  of  the  Religious  to 
feeke  him  out  : who*  going, found 
the  Nouice  o.nhis  knees  before 
the  highe  Altar  deiioudy  laying 
his  Beads,  and fawan  Angel  clofe 
by  him  threading  of  rofes  and  lil- 
lyes  cm  a golden  thread  ) as  we 
haue  fayd  before) : wherupon  he 
remaining  aft  ©rushed  at  the  thing 
the  -Guardian  difpatchrt  another 
in  foarch  of  hittv  , who  hauing 
found  turn  out , ioyn’dwith  him 
in  aftonishment  at  fo  rare!  a fpe- 
tftacle  i In  fine,  one  in  traineof a- 
notber,  being  font,  and  none  re- 
turning thence , the  Guardian  at 
ltd l with  the  reft  arofe , and  al  re- 
payring totbe  Church,  were  al 
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■witneffesof  the  Misadei  In  tefti- 
-mony  of  which, aftet  the  Angel 
difagpeared , ( which  was  not  til 
the  Nouice.  had  finished  his 
'take  ) the  place  tenaaind’ , for  a 
long  while  as  freshly  fauouring 
of  rofes  andliUy  cs , as  if  they  had 
growne  there. 

For  diners  reafons  is  this  deuo- 
■tio  of  the  Beads  he  exceeding- 
ly efteem’djFirftfor  that  the  An- 
gelical fahitationco  fids  of  words 
muented  jfirft  in  the  conliftory  of 
thefacred  Trinity  ,and  afterwards 
pronounced  by  the  Archangel 
Gabriel  one  of  the  chiefed  in 
heauenr,for>which  Te&Cem^lberttts 
magtws  fayesotn  thefe  words  Mif- 
fw  eft\  Ifrfi,  that  the  Angel  fa- 
iuted  the  ®.  Virgin  with  thefe 
Words  vdmgMti*  plena. : bayte  fd 

tf&wefrtu&m  htsjretfon , hut 

d ./• 
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of  the>B,  Trinity , Secondly  , be 
caufe  they  are  words  pronounced 
firft  by  one  of  the  higheft  Sera- 
phins -v  according  to  S.  Gregory 
thegreat  and  diuers  others  yand 
certainty  there  was  a congruency 
in  it  he  f hould  be  one  of  the  hi- 
gheft in  the  Court  of  heauen,who 
should  be  itnployed  from  Aim. 
God  in  a bufines  of  the  higheft: 
Confequence  on  earth. 

Thirdly , by  reafon  of  the  obie&s 
dignity , which  is  the  B.  Virgin, 
whole  foueraine  greatnes  and 
perfections  arefarr  tranfcending 
al  other  Saints. 

Fourthly  ,becaufe  of  the  ma- 
gnificence and  refpeCtful  man- 
ner this  heauenly'Embaffagewas 
deliuered  her  by  the  Angel  Ga- 
briel , who  accompanied  with 
jpultituds  of  Angels  apparailed 

- m 
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in  a white  veftroent  fett  of  with 
shining  beames  of  light , with 
countenance  full  of  cbeere  and 
humble  demeanour  fainted  the 
B..  Virgin  with  the  glorious  titles 
pf  fulof grace,  & our  Lord  being 
With  her;  J 'jhtegrMia  fteea^  J >a#w- 
pm  tecum  : &*c.  fo  as  with  good 
reafon  the  holy  Scripture  fayes, 
she  was  troubled  at  the  afped  of 
fo  great  Maiefty  and  magnifi- 
cence ,'and  efpedally  at  fo  vnac- 
cuftpoaed  a falutation^tcributing 
fo  much  honour  to  her  , and  di- 
gnity* for  (as  Lyra  wel  obforues  ) 
it  whs  that, and  net  the  Angels 
prefence  she  was  fo  amazed  at, 
for  they  had  often  been  prcfent 
Wkhher  before;  but  brfar gratis 
fbenayJHmhtus  tecum. , she  had  ne- 
upr  heard  before  * and  fa  the  feri* 
pture fayes, she  flood  ujufing  at 
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that  falutation  , comparing  the 
dignity  of  it  with  her  owne  vn- 
worthines  ( asshe  imagined  )and 
that  high  faaour  with  her  low 
cftate.  The  excellency  finally  of 
this  Angelical  Salutation  confifts 
likewife  in  this  , that  it  contai- 
nesal  the  vertues , graces  prero-  ' 
gat  iues,  dignities,  and  greatnef- 
fes,  which  God  hath  aduanta- 
ged  his  BlefTed  Mother  with  al, 
it  comprehending  the  high  eft 
and  deepefl  myXleries  of  our  re- 
demption , and  there  shining 
brightly  in  it  the  infinit  loueand 
immenfe  goodnes  of  the  foue- 
raigne  wifdome  and  incompre- 
henltble  omnipotency  of  God. 
Which  being  to,  with  how  muclt 
deuotion  arid  reference  ought 
the  deuout  feruant,ofthe  B.  Vir- 
gin to  pronounce  it , and  be#, 

high- 
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High  efteetnc  are  they  to  con- 
oeiue  the  whilft  of  fo  myfterious 
a prayer  ? whatfweet  refentments 
and  gufts  of  Ioy  are  they  to  con- 
ceiue , while  they  pronu  nee  thefe 
words  foful  of  fweetnes  and  con- 
solation. ? But  what  shotfld  I' 
fpeake  of  the  dignity  thereof,  of 
which  the  Angel*  can  neiier 
fpeake  enoughs 

Thofe  then, who  would  deUout- 
ly  indeed  perfotme  this  exercife, 
are  before  they:  begin  their 
Beads  , to  ihaagin  the  B.  Virgin' 
feated  in  a higheMaieftik  throne 
invironed  about  with  innumera- 


ble Angels  and  Saints ",  honour 
ring  and  reuerendog  her * which 
Imagination  being'  framed'  ( as 
iboneas  we  hauebeen  fpeaking 
ifc  ) they  ate  tobegin  their  beads, 
fioakingat  each  a profound  reue- 
jf  * ?cncs 
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rence  in  bowing  either  the  head 
or  knee  , and  let  the  meditation 
of  their  heart  accompany  their 
words  of  the  high  titles  of  ho-  - 
nour  and  dignity  attributed  vnto 
her  therein  ; and  although  they 
reach  not  fully  the  fenfe  of  the 
words,  yet  it  walfuffice  that  they 
keepe  the  eyes!  of  their  Imagina- 
tion fixt  vpon  the  B.  V irgin  imar 
gini^gtbey  fpeakc  in  perfon  to 
her  ^ which  wU  much  auayle  to 
ftjrr;  vp  in  .them,  a liirely  deuo- 
tiouvand^usjsthe  aduile  which 
Nauarrghie$?s  in  his Commen- 
tary es,  to  recite  with  attention. 

the  Pattr  mOxT)  Aad  i^iate  Mwitl*  ' 

Betides  We  Draft  obferue  , that 
we  are  to  make  bur  reuerenceat 


pronouncing  ofthefe  words 
Maria i neural  reafpn  tea- 
ching Vs  that  an  prbaouncjfiglo# 
i * . the 
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the  name  of  thofe  we  honour , & 
giuing  them  J*l  hayle,  we  are  to 
make  thegreateft  demonftration 
ofReuerence.  And  how  grateful 
vntothe  B.  Virgin  this  deuotion 
is,  if  deuoutly  indeed  performed',, 
and  how  it  Crownes  her  as  it 
.were  with  celeftiail  honour  *,  we 
may  learne  f|om  this  Exatnple  . 
recoun  ted  bytheB.  Bernard  in  of 
Feithe  at  Verona  in  publik  Ser- 
mon. There, was  (fays  he ) a de- 
limit Religious  man  , who  one 
day  fayipg  his  beads  before  the 
high  Altar  of  the  Church , ano- 
ther who  fecretl^  oblerued  it  be- 
held the  Angels  at  euery  ~4ue 
Maria  he  fayd  crowning  the  B. 
Virgin  with  a crpwn  oflparkling 
diamonds,  which  a&ion  theyite- 
rated  at  euery  bead  which  he  let 
fal , whilft  others  prefentpd  her 

V $ the 
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the  whils  with  feueral  flowers  oV 
Jiliyes  rofes  and  the  like.  Which 
deuout  vifion  ought  to  be  al  of 
great  confolation  to  thofe  who 
are  pioufly  exercifed  in  this  de- 
uotjop. 

J&cmarkahlejnjtru&ids  hoW 
tofaJ  the  beads,  extraticd 
0Ht  of  the  ficond'Tome  of 
Nauarrs  (Commentaries^ 

wd  other  Ant  hours. 

Chap.  XVII. 

H £ aduife  of  this 
great  Do&our  is , to 
deuide  the  Beads  or 
Rofary,and  fay them 
at  feueral  tymes 
(euen  thofe  we  are  to  fay  of  obli- 
gation) 
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gation  ) now  one  or  two  decadsV 
,jand  as  many  another  tyme , more 
or  lefle  as  our  commodity  fhal 
ferue  *,  foias  there  paife  no  houre 
.of  the  day.  that  may  not  haue  part 
of  our  deuotions  v and  he  inftam- 
ces  in  the  Canonical  Houres , al 
which  although;  they  integrat  one  ' 
Plhce  , yet  the  Church  deuides 
shem  into,  feueral  houres , and  af- 
%ne$  feueral  parts  of  the  day  for  - 
the  reciting  them  *,  fo  faysjhe , al- 
tJjpUgh  the  Rofary  be  but  one  • 
prayer,  as  it  were,  yet  may  it  bd 
decided  ihto  feiieral  parts  to  hg 
{ayd  at  feneral  tymes. 

And  what  On  excellent  com- 
modity is  this, for  al  forts  of  per-, 
ion* , euen  iin  the  mrdft  of  th§ 
prefle  of  their  affaires  ',  to  be  able 
to  comply  with  their  deuotiofts,1  . 
to  her,  who  of  al  other  creatures 
V 4 can 
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cm  belt  proper  them*,  theoMfi 
chant  ortfieizen  may  fay  bis  beads,, 
one  part  as  he  goes  in  the  ftreets, 
the  other  a*  his  returning  home., 
the  law*y  «*  in  going  to  the  Hal* 
the  Courtier  to  the  Court,  witlv* 
out  any  danger  ofdiitra&jon,  of 
interruption  o£  their  deuotions 
©n  the  way  the  Sodaii  fts  of  our 
lLady  whtilft  the  Sodalitjy'isiafTen^- 
hling , the  denoutcperfons  whilft 
they  await  the  beginning  of  a 
v MafTe,or  rtturne  homewards  afc- 
ter  it  is  done;  r { 

And  by  this  deuotiori  af  the 
Rofary , or  any  other  particular 
prayer  , the  pious Catbolifee  rea- 
pes  a world  of  good : For  firft  fee 
pftea  entertaines  difcourfe  With 
Aim.  Godandhis  B;  Mother , by 
their  feuerai  prayers,  and  that  in 
^manner  moftfuccind  & breife^ 
■...■>  . which 
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which  is  the  be#,  if  as  the  faying 
is  i short. prayers  . do  fitonfi  pnetrat 
the  heauens  j For  which  reafon  S. 
Chryfoftome  in  one  of  this  Ho-  , 
^ dailies , couofcls  the  people  of 
Antioch»rsther  to  the  exercife  of 
Jaculatory  prayers , that  is  fhort 
and  often  repeated , then  to  fel* 
dome  and- long  prayers, for  this 
(fayes  he)  fooneft  begets  tediowli- 
nesv  and  he  confirmes  it  fromthe 
do&riqq  of  S.  Paul, and  of  out  & 
Sauiour  himfelfe  *,  and  this  ( ac- 
cording to  Cafiiau)  was  much  in 
vfc  with  the  ancient  Fathers  of 
the  Defttrt.Theifeced  good  Which 
We  reape  from  h is  ,thatthe  more 
fhort  and  breefe  it  is , with  the 
prore  feruour  and  attention  it  is 
faid»  for  wefceby  daily  cgperieoe 
that  ^dien  We  haue  much  to  recite, 
we  male  more  haft  with  it,  then 
r . / y.  v when 


Digitized  byCjOO^Ic 


%(ii  i^Mtthoduhue 
when  we  haue  but  htlc  >-  which 
haile  takes  much  awayfrom  our 
feruour  and  attention. 

The  third  Good  is,  that  it  puts’ 
vs  mote  often  in  memory  of  the* 
B.  Virgin,  and  confequently  awa- 
kes our  ldue  other,  jnore  often 
too. 

And  laftly,  if  a&uats  vs  more 
frequently  in  theie  Adorations . 
and  Reuerences  ofour  fbuetaine 
Queene  Sc  Emp rede  of  Hfeauen. 

Nowifby  bufinesany  one  be 
luoderecf  irom  faying  thei? 
Whole  Rofory  in  a?  day- , they  may 
do  itin  aweeke(  in  this  manner  ) 
iayifigeach  day  afeueraldecad  Of 
it>&Ct  whichisfo.faciieandea(y 
1 40  peffprme , as  none  in  reafoa 

: . . ...  . ' . .-w 
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How  alter  natirru , or  by 
>'  turnesy.wt  rpay  fay  our 

"Beads. 

H 1 s learned  perfon 
alfo  teaches  vs,  how 
in  miner  of1  Quire, 
we  are  likewise  to 
fay  our  beads , one 
anfwering the  others  which  Ref- 
ponfory  Cuftome  was  very  fre- 
quent jn  the  Primitiue  Church, 
and  we  read  in  the  Ecclefialtical 
Hiftory  of  S.  Ignatius  the  Martyr 
who  fiued  in  the  Apoftles  time* 
^hat;he  rauifhft:  one  day  in  extafyj 
beUld'  two  Quires  before  the 
Throve  ,<jf  God , one  anfwering  , 
the other  in  this  snauher  \ and  k> 
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the  ancient  Hymne.jg£  Angels 
iayes  : uiUwuintes  cottcrepando  , 
mtlos  dam  us  yviosibus-  '.  ^ bish'Co  nr 
Ames  the.  receiued  - opinion  to 
beej  t^ttheArigtlsinthat  nian- 
ner  (ing  in  magnify  iqg Gocfcand 
his  B. . Mother. , whom  men  to- 
their  no  fmal'  ioy  a^iodrhfort 
©ughtto  imitat  .;-'V-  > . 

The , mannet  .the»>to  fayi  .thjp  *• 
Beads  akernatly,  ;orhy*ur  nes>i| 

this  i Twa,ormore  5 are'  with 

th  eir  heads  in  hand-to  fay  a Pate? 
twSierfivft.  unto  themfelues  * afid 
then  with  an  iadible  voyce  recite 

the  Mated gratia  plena  ? Eottf* 

tetcumi  the  other  arifwe^s  ‘4  fti 
ptdittd  ft*  id  mttitribm  , et  hewii U* 
-&us  JkdShis'vetOrhim 
the  firkrefumcs  agayne  Vc^hoth 
may  ioync  together dnddajr*;  SMb 
AUxUAtetaniSofoafa  vsdh 
* the; 
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the  end.  And  this  may;  btf  done1 
eyther  walking  in  the  felldi  or 
v ifiting  the  ftatio  nsdn  tHt  ftreets,. 
or  the  maifters  or  rariftsefiVs  m 
families  convocating  tbfCftt toge- 
ther pnay  diftribut  th€  in  Quires* 

&c  do  it  with  muc  h profit  & deuo- 
tion  > which  if  it  be  done  With  * 
due  attention, it  is  impofflble  to- 
imagine  how  grateful  it  wi  ibevn-* 
Cptfije  Queen  of  heauen.ToCott-* 
dude  this  Chapter  then,  I wfl  bn- 
ly  recount  a certaine  Mkicldln 
Confirmation  thereof. 

Whattyme  the  B.Brother  Ber- 
nhfdin  of  Felthc  preached  ;at  Pa-* 
uy , OLcertakie  noble  Matron  had 
this  ttbaotion  tcxteach  al  her  chilj 
drea  daily  bdoee  they1'  went  to 
fchpol^ today  their  beads  b efpr  <J  - 
44erjtainelmage  of  the  Queeni 
^fheauen.  which  fhe  had  in- Her 

Cham- 
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C&ambersmow  it  happened  thail 
«a?  0f ’tins'  leaftofthem,  one  day 
f el  into  the  Riuer  in  parting  ouer  a 
br^dgfcsof  which  accident  the  Mo- 
ther being  aduertifed,  fhe prefen- 
tly  cutting  her  felf  vpon  her  knees 
before  did  Image  of  our  Lady  in 
* lifting  vp her  eyes  to  heauen , al 
bedeawed  with  teares^O  mother 
of  God , fay d she  the,  vfual  hope 
of  the  af Aided , if  it  be  your  blef- 
fed  wil,  faue  my  poore  child  , if 
not  , your  B.  wil  be  done  5 and 
concluding  with  the  Angelical 
falutati'on  deuoudy  fayd  ,sheran 
to  the  place  where  many  people 
Were  aAembled  to  faue thodhildi 
and  was  no  foonerarriuedatthe 
bridge , but  behold  she  faw  her 
child  floting  vpon  thewater  and 
calling her  by  her  namevatwh ic h 
muchreiofcing  she  craedout,tak* 
J ftrong 
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Strong  cheere  my  child  , cal  vpon 
<the  B.  Virgin  , and  my  life  for 
yours^j  when  prefently  the  child 
was  taken  vp  fafe , and  brought 
-vnto  its  mother  r when  embra- 
cing itjthe  child, faid  vnto  her  its 
is  not  tomen  I'owetay  deliuracei 
but  to  our  B»Lady,be  fore  whofe 
Imageyoufo  often  inftru&edmc 
topray  j.sod  therupon  itrecoun- 
ted  vnto  her,  howbeing  falne  in, 
she  had  receiued  ifcm.herarmes,\ 
and  bore  it  abouethe  waters  At 
this  , al  the  Alterably  moued  to 

deuotion  towards  the  B*  Virgin,, 
did  render  pratfetand  thankes  to 
Aim.  Godyandihis  B*Mother,  foe 
being  fo  faucturableiand  fuccou- 
rable.  to  thofe  who  deuoutly  in->- 
j»oke  heriatheirmceflit'ics.^  i 


*4  Method  to  Ih»  , 

r 

- ' ' ‘ ■ V ‘ ■ ' ' ' * ’ ' ' - 

Of  the  mofl  excellent  de/to* 
Uon  of  the  Rdfarjf 

Chap;  XVIXI* 


;:H  os  b who  arc  di-< 
ligcnt  in  feruing.o£ 
gteat  Princes  j*re  fti h 
iouenting  Tome  new 
way  of  honouring- 
them;  and  fa  we  Chtiftians  heing* 
feruants  of  Ain*  Godand  ofhio 
B.'  Mother  ^ase  todathe  like. 
Now  amoogft  ark  the  l&aetitioni 
e£  which  deuotion  hath  ben  moft, 
fertil , none  hath  been  compare-* 
hie  to.  due  Inttcptrm*  of  the  Ro^ 
fary. 

And  - to  fay  nothing,  of  the _■ 

name 
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name  , or  whether  it  were  (o  cal- 
led to  figuifie  y that  as  the  Rofe 
bokks  the  firft  ranke  among  ft  al 
flowers  fa  tbeRofery  anxmgft  al 
deviations  y or  that  the  contex- 
ture of  k feemes.  to  be  as  a Gar- 
land of  rofes*  for  to  dtowttethe 
head  of  her  whom  we  honour  in 
it.  Finally  .there  is  none  more 
,vniuerlally  exercifedtbenthis 
deuotion  of  the  Rofary  ^ wbofe 
Invention  the  whole  Chrjftiah 
world  owes  to  that  great  Fatri* 
arke  S.  I>ominike^  at  the  propib* 
gat  ion  thereof  vnt<b  the  Religion's 
of  tkii  Order,  who  take care  to 
celebrate  it  euery  where  on  earth; 
...  Neither  is  it  celebrated  oh 
earth  alOne  ybuo  hie  very  Angeil 
|n  heattihiudb  dereife  it  too, as  ii 
confirmed  by  thisvi  fi  on, recorded 
by  two  grhua  del  earned  Author* 

Lanfper- 
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Laqfpergia»thc  Carthufian,  anct 
Blofiusthe  famous  Abbot  in  his 
fpiritual  Mirrour , as  followeth: 
*5he  Prim  of  the-Carthufians  at 
Tteuers  a very  holy  man, and  one 
muqhexercifed  inthisdeaotion 
of  the  Rolary , one  day  rauifhed 
in  vhioo,  (as  he  was  frequently  ) 
beheld  the  glorious  Cittizens  of 
heauen,praiiing  andbleffingwith  - 
ineffable  ioy  .out  Lord  lefos- 
Chrift  and- his  B>  Mother  by  com*- 
memprating  themyfteries  of  the 
jlolary  , and  recommendation  of 
al  thole  vho^deuoutly  exercifed 
itheere  on  earth  jJbefides  he  ob> 
ferued/that  tinging  in  their  praife 
as  often  as  they  repea  tedtheglo* 
lious  names  of  I* fits  and  M*ria\ 
they  made  humble  obeiflfemce  to 
iti  and  laftly  it  was  reucnied  to 
Iwn  .thtt  thofe  whadcupttfcly  e- 
,1  xerci- 

■m  -* 
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xercifed  this  deuotion  on  earth, 
fhould  obtaiiie  by  our  Ladyes  in- 
terceflion  a plenary  Indulgence 
of  al  theirfaults,  with  diuers  pri- 
ll il  edges  in  this  life,  and  more 
then  can  be  imagined  inthe  next, 
from  whence  we  may  gatherthe 
excellency  of  the  Roiary,  & how 
acceptable  it  is  to  our  Lord  and 
Sauiour  Chrift,to  his  B.  Mother, 
& aT the  Court  of  Heauen.Wher- 
fore  we  are  to  endeauour  toper- 
forme  it  with  al  due  reuerence  Sc 
attention if  we-  defire  to  be  gra- 
t efu  ! vntnthem,a  ndto  haue  them 
propitious  vnto  vs.. 

The  whole  Rofary  con  lifts  of 
fifteene  Decads  of  ^tue  Matin* 
and  fifteene  Pater  nafter  s that  is,  a 
hundred  and  fiftie  *A.Ue  Marias 
■which  admittingof  a triple  di- 
tiifion  >y  our  beads  of  fiuedecad* 

we 
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are  thole , rooft  ordinarily  in  vfe;. 
Nov  tite  imittniH  of  Meditating 
qn  them , the  feuerhl  noyfteries  Of 
MrSauiours  and  Ek  Ladyes  life,, 
is  this.  Qn  the  firft  fiue  decays 
they  vfetp.  meditat  the  fiue  Ioy-^ 
ful  myfteries  , to  vitt , vpon  the 
firft , the  Angelical,  felutationy 
tfhen  the  Eternal  Ward  by  the 
Holy  Ghofts  cooperation*  wascon- 
Ceiued  : V port  the  fecbod  decad, 
the  Vifitation  of  S.  Elizabeth: 
On  the  third,  the  Natiuity  of  our' 
Sauiour  Ghrrft : On  the  fourth, 
the  Prefentatfcm  in  the,  Tertiple 
of  our  Sauiour  Ghrift, where  holy- 
Simeon  and  Anna  the  Prophe- 
teflfe  foretold  tx^his  glad  mother 
hisfuture  greatnes  atsHihacles. 
And  on  the  fifth  , otor  B.  ladyes 
finding  herB,  Sana*  in  the  Tem- 
gle  dimming.  with  the  podes. 
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&rc.  On  the  hue  next  decads , we 
are  to  meditat  the  fine  Dolorous 
myfteries  5 The  firib  6f  which  is, 
our  B.  Sauioots  prayer  in  the 
Garden , where  he  fd  into  that 
bloudy  Agony : The  fecond , the 
cruel  Flagellation  , or  his  wh  ip- 
ping  at  the  Pillar , til  he  was  al 
goary  blond;  The  third,the  crow- 
ning him  with  thornes, their  Ipit- 
tings  in  his  face  j buffeting  ,re- 
uiling  him  , and,  the  like  : The 
fourth,  the  Carrying  ofthecrolfe 
on  his  B.shoulders  to  Mount  Cal- 
uary,  when  his  body  fo  enfeebled 
as  b ef ore, mull  oeedesfinlce  often 
v-nder  the  heauy  waight  : The 
fifth,  his  Crucifixion, or  nay  ling 
ypon  the  Croffe  , with  vn%ea* 
kablecrneky  , and  indignity. 

Oa  thc  laft  y.  Decads  we  are 
to  linff  oaprdfcldfed  Lord 

and 
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and  feuiours  |Iorious  Refurre*- 
6ion  , nett  his  Afcenfion  into 
heauen  $ Thirdly  the  happy  de- 
parture of  the  B.  Virgin  henpe* 
Fourthly,  her  Affumption  jhto 
Heauen;  Fiftly  and  laftly  her  glo- 
rious Coronation  there  , where 
she  is  -dedared  Queene  oner  the 
vniuerfal  Kingdomes  of  heauen. 
• and  earth. 

Where  is  to  be  noted , that  for 
the  obtaining  of  the  Indulgences 
granted  to.  the  fodality  of  the  Ro-> 
wry  ( then  which  l do  not  hnowe 
any  more  ample  )*k  is  not  reqwi- 
fit  to  meditat  al  thefe  royfteries  in 
orderas  we  haue  fettjthem  downi 
but  k may  fuffice  to  entertaine 
ones  mind  the  while,  with  medi- 
tating any  one  or  two  of  them  in 
which  we  fhal  find  the  greateft 
deuotion  , nay,  only  to*  (ay  ettr 

beads 
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beads  ouer  vocally  (according  to 
JJauarrs  opin ion)  i s fufficient,  lo 
it  be  don  with  due  attention  and 
deuotion. 

Now  for  the  more  ignorant, 
that  they  may  participat  likewife 
of  the  fruit  of  deuotion,  before 
they  begin  their  beads  I would 
counfelthem,to  frame  anlmagi- 
nation  of  the  B.  Virgin,  in  one  of 
the£e  three  manners , as  vulgarly 
they  areaccuftomed  to  delineat 
her : Either  with  the  Angel  falu- 
fing  her,or  holding  her  B.  Sonne 
betwixt  her  armes  , or  finally  al 
glorious  in  heauen, ready  to  heare 
andgrant  our  Petition  •,  and  this' 
there  is  none  but  may  make  be* 
nefit  of,  for  the  ftirring  them  ,vp? 
vnto  deuotion  > And  that  learned 
man  Nauarr  when  he  was  fewer- 
ijrore  yeares  of  age,  not.  only 

made 
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made  vfe  of  this  Imagination  in, 
reciting  «f  the  Rofaty , but  alio  in 
4J  his  other  deuotions , and  ptay- 
ers,  ftill  Imagined  the  dignity  of 
i;heperfoh  to  Whom  he  dire&ed 
them.  Whitjh  manner  of  JHrring 
vpp,  attention  is  both  eafy  , re- 
Creatiue  , and  deuodt  j maintay- 
ning  the  fpitk  in  attention  and 
recoil  e^iog  ;the  nicmory  the 
vhiift,  & opening  a way  to  great 
familiarity ; with  Ahn.  'God  and. 
hi*  B.  Mctfher  *>which  if  t as  we 
ought)  wepradife  andefteetne 
According  vm©  its  dignity  , we 
shal  in  short  time  make wondrous 
progreflein  theway  of  fpiritj  and 
shal  hieape.vp  inheauen  riches 
enough  to  make  vs  happy  for  al 
eternity.  There  only  Tells , that I j 
add  to  this  , a tnoft  ftupendious  j 
accident , by  which  we  may  fed  ■ 

the  I 
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the  great  importance  of  this  de- 
motion , &the  greatbenefit  thofe 
of  the  Confraternity  of  the  Ro- 
fary  enioy  thereby  3Sc  it  is  extrac- 
ted out  of  alkie  booke  mtitled. 
The  Roptt'jrof  vHr  Lady* 

At  whatcime  S.Bomhrilc  prea- 
ched intheifcirigdome  of  Aragon, 
4 certaine  y ong  Virgin  of  good 
account  called  Alexandria  made 
inftance  vnto  hin^  as  he  came 
downe  , from  out  of  the  Pulpit 
{ where  he  had  omitted  nothing 
might  make  for  the  commenda- 
tions of  the  Rofarv  \ to  be  admit- 
tod  into  the  Sodality  thereof, 
which  fhe  obtained  although  foe 
the  reft,  her  ljfevas  nowayes  ac- 
cordingly , fhe  being  one  who 
{peat  much  more  time  in  adorv 
ning  her  body , then  to  htiie  bet 
(bule  wet  adorned.  Now  k hap* 

X “«4» 


Digitized  by  Google 


4%  l Method  to  hue 

wed,  that  twoGentlemen  at  •nor 
making  fuite  vnto  hex  , it  wasfuf- 
jjcient  ground  of  quarrel  (as  they 
jn  their  tnadnes  thought ) one  to 
challienge  theothet  i ntbthefeild, 
■where  they  both  retnayried  dead 
vpon  the  place.The  freinds  of  ei- 
ther hearing  of  thi&fiid  accident* 
and  imagining  her  (as  it  was  true) 
ihecaufetobe  revepged  on  her,, 
they)  ruf bed  into  her  houfe , and 
notwithftanding  fhe  defired  at 
jeaftjbut  fa  much  refpit  as  to  con*' 
jjriTe  her  felfe, they  would  not  al- 
low it  her  , but  prefently  cutt  of 
hefchead,  and  threw  it  into  a pitt. 
^ut  our  B.' Lady  i who  has  euer  a 
fpecial  care  of  her  deUoted  fer* 
.uats,  (though  neuet  fo  defe&iue) 
.repealed  the  faft  vnto  S^Doou- 
-nick , whoin  ordft; to  her  merci- 
iul  commands, went  to'the  pit^Sc 
< .*  cal- 
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called  on  Alexadriaby  hir  nartt^ 
when  behold  (a  wondrous  acci- 
dent) the  Angels  vifibly  in  fighfc 
of  aL  the  people,  brought  vp  the. 
head  from  the  bottom  of  the  pit, 
Which  ioyned  vnto  the  body,  fhe 
befought  the  Saint  to  heare  her 
ConfeflRoa  ,•  whichbeing  done ,' 
fhe  declared  three  things  worthy 
of.particulat  note,  arriued  vnto 
her  both  before  and  after  fhe  was 
dead : The  firft,  that  by  vertue  of 
fier  being*  of  the  Confraternity  of 
the  Rofary  , fhe  had  a perfect  a & 
ofContritio.nat  .the  infiant  of  her 
death  j without,  which  infallibly 
fhe.  had  died  eternally  : The  Se- 
cond,that  alToone  as  fhe  was  dead^ 
die  diuels  putting  her  to  great 
fright  j.  fhe  was  n^ruelouSyfeeii* 
fed,  dcrcomfortedby  thegionaoaii 
Que«ne  of  lieaueo  : 

% a,  tha$ 
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gatory  fioc  two  hundred  yeares,  & 
for  6oe  hundred ‘tnore,  tor  her  va- 
nity in  attire  the  caufe  of,  that 
fp  lamentable  ef6ft*'Bntth3t  fh® 
hoped  by  theraerits  of  the  fame 
Confraternity,  to  be  foone  deli** 
uered  from  that  pdnifbn»ent,and 
hauiogfayd  this,  after  fhehad  re- 
mained a line  two  whole  dayes, 
for  theconfemationof  the-mira- 
tde  , and  to  augment  the  deletion 
oft  ho  Sodaiity : the  left  this  life 
jgditfe)  vhb&  body  washonora- 
bfi;  aittrrediiythefodalifts  there, 
^ibdn  fifteeri  dayes  after,  fhe  ap- 
pear cds^gaint  vnto  S.Dominfefc 
at  inigliwyxHothedinrefplendarife 
beainetxtf  light , deciaringvhto 

* - • 'SjUrc.  
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rife  ineftimible  benefits  fhe  had 
teceiuedof  him,  two  things -of 
efpecial  note  concerning  thistle- 
motion  of  the  Rofary  ; the  onb 
was , that  fhc  was  delegated  to 
him  from  the  fooles  in  Purgato- 
ry with  a Petition  to  he  lifeewife 
jntold  in  the  Sodality , to  receiue 
the  benefit  of  itamongfithe  reflf; 
The  other  , that  the  Angels  much 
reioycedae  the  sreftion  of  his 
Sodality  , and  chat  God  iniHled 
hitnfclfe  the  Father  of  it , the  1J. 
Viigin  the  Mother,  dec.  And  ha* 
vi  ng  fayd  tbij,shee  Rew  away  to 
' heauen.  ■ 

This  example  ought  to Jbe  a 
great  incitement  vnto  euery  one 
to  make  themfelues  of  this  Soda- 
lity , and  the  better  to  become 
participant  thereof  to  recite  eue- 
Tf  weeke  the  whole  Rofary  , at  , 

- X j<  lcaft 
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lea(ft  a payre  of  heads  cannot  lid 
burthenfome  vnto  any  one  of 
yhat.  Employment  foeuer  -they 
he  j at  the  end  of  euery  decad 
thereof  they  are  tamale  a pro- 
found inclination,  faying  with 
hart  and  mouth  : O moft  hoi/ 
Mother  of  God,  I adore  you,  and 
vishethe  Saintrand  Angels  may 
reuerence  and  adore  you  a thou- 
fand  and  a thoufand  times  toge- 
ther , . s^jth  whom  I haue  firme 
. confidence  through  the  grace  of 
• Almighty  God,  and  your  fauoiv 
table  affiance  , to  blefle,  praifej 
and-  adore  you  hereafter  for  eue» 
andeutripaoxe*  *' 
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'Twelve:  fnoft  not  Me  Adord* 
tions  tobemade,  in  the  ho- 
nour €5*  memory  of  twelve 
dignities  and  priuiledges 
be  flowed  on  the  2.  V if  gin 
by  Aim,  Gody  mfwerable 
to  the  twelve  Starrs  jWhich 
go  to  the  compofmg  of  a 
CroWnefor  her  moflf acred 
head. 

Chap,  XIX. 

He  B.EuangeliA S.' 
Iohnin  his fublimes 
Reuelations  of  the 
Apocalypfe  beheld  a 
woepan  of  lncompa- 
beauty  ,euironed  with  600 
X 4 beatnes 
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bearaes.,tbe  Moone  voder  her 
fcet€,sadoa  her  headacrownc 
of  twelve  brighter  ftataw  : jby 
which  according  to  the  expofi- 
tion  of.the  holy  Dolors  and  In* 
terpreters  ,eur  b.  Lady  is  voder* 
ftood,  by  the  Sun,  the  glory  ^nd 
Maieftie  which  she  shines  withal: 
in  heaueri ; by  the  Moone  wbich- 
$he  treads  voder  fooee,  is  (igni- 
ted how  al  that  is  vnder  God, 
fach  as  arefublunary  and  earthly 
things  she  is  Superiour  too , and? 
*br  the  twelue  Harrs  which  adorn : 
her  head , are  prefigured  twelue 
lingular  pr  iuiledges  andpreroga- 
tiues  9 which  Aim.  God  hath  en- 
jdowed  her  with  al , ahoue  al  the 
Monarlcs  inthis  world,  and  high* 
Angels  andSeraphins  in  hea> 
uen  vand  thefe  her  words  haUe  a 
-relation  vhta  it,  in  that  lb  excels 
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lent  Canticle  of  hers,  where  after 
she  profeffes  her  fouledoth  ma- 
gnifie  our  Lord,  sh$  adds  therea- 
- ion  why , quia  fit  It  mi  hi  magnd  qui 
potent  eft , beeauTe  he  hath  don 
great  things  for  me  ( fay  es  shec  } 
which , in  that  she  fpecifies  not 
what  they  are  ,we  may  imagine 
to  bee  aboue  al  expreffion.  Thefe 
then  how  infrait  and  vnfpeakable; 
they  are , we  $haj  endeauour  to 
fpeake  a word  eff  two  of , redu- 
cing them  vote  the  number  of 
twelue,  anfwerable  to  the  twelue 
Starrs , which  go  to  t^e  eoaipp-: 
fing  of  her  £towne.  lV . ; 
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TH  E ' firft  ftatr,  or  rather  pre* 
rogatiues  > ■’which  our  hea-’ 
«enly  Lady  is  adorned  with  al , is: 
her  Eternal  and  particular  Prede 
fiihation , who  before  the  Crea- 
tion either  ofheatten  or  earth  5&* 
before  ai  times  Was  diirinely.elei 
&cd  arid'  pfedeftipated  vnto  fan-’ 
<&i  fication  ,the  plenitu  d of  Grace., 
and  the  accumulation  of  al  hea* 
uenly  guifcs  > yp  the  end  that  she 
adorped  therwjth  , might  be  the- 
better  difppfed  to  the  Coeeption 
of  the  Eternal  Word.  The  holy 
Chutchfhaltes  mention  of  her  di- 
uine  predeftinatiog  in  the/e. 

words 
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Words  of  the  holy  Scripture  at-1 
tribut^d  vnto  her : Dominm  poJfe~ 
dit  me  ah  initio  viarumfuarum-’.  the 
Lord  hath  had  the  poffeflton  of. 
.me  from  the  beginning  of  hte 
wayes.  Andthis  other  : initio 

ante  fecula  Creata  fum , &c.‘ 
from  the  beginning  I was  created' 
& before  al  times.  So  ^.Bernard 
difcourling  with  the  B.  Virgin 
Ypon  this  point , Tou  hauebenpr 
deflinated  ( fayes  he)  in  the  Spirit 
ofGod^  before  al  creatures  , to  the 
end  you  should  ingender  God  himfelfej 
This  then  is  the  fir  ft  ftarr  which' 
crownes  the  B.  Virgin.  Where 
We  may  obferue , that , what  is  fu- 
ture and  to  come  to  vs,  is  prefent, 
and  as  it  were  paft  vnto  'Aim.*. 
God.  So  S.  Paul  fpeaking  of  the 
predeftination  of  Aim.  God,’ 
ipeaKs  of  things  to  come, as  if 

they 


4^%  jtJAttkoiloim 
they  were  already  paft  : Theft 
vhvmsbe  btth  ?r*de flirt ate4  ( f ay  es~ 
be  ) fofotk&tlUtl,  *nd  htflified3  wi  C 
£krifki*¥h is  ft.  Virgin  then  ha* 
uingeuerbeert  prefenttothceyes . 
of  Aim*  God  as  the  moftendea- 
rcdobied  of  his  loue , may  wel 
fayofherfelfie  \*hi  initio*  &*  ante* 
fifada  ctenta.  firm ; And  faatthe 
firA  inftantofthe  Angels  crea-  , 
tion  amongft  the.  Waeas  which  * 
they  beheld  as  in  aCbriftal  mir-  * 
rowr  prefented  vnto.  their  eyes  . 
oneofithe  tneft  beautiful  of  al  i 
nexttothe  human  ity.of  our  Sa- 
uiour  CbrHt,  was  this  eeleftial 
Virgin  i when  with  what  delight  • 
and  dele'Sation  may  we  imagine 
tbem  te  bane  contemplated  her  j' . 
and  in  Her  the  myftery  ofher  re- 
demption, andthereftaurationj 
<dhynune  .ki^  Where  Ttett  jr#0. 

/fayes,. 
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(fayes  the  Wifetnan  ) when  the 
^aornioe  ftam  didprayfeme, 
4f»d  <dthe  children  ieyfiUlp 

cried  onti 

. Hatiing  been  then  info  part*. ; 
-pillar  a manner  ofpredeftinatiotv 
clewed  before  al  creatures  ; by 
Confequcnce in  excellency  fhe 
vas  t©  excel  them  al  , for  l'o  un- 
doubtedly being  honoured  Vitlr 
the  greateft  dignity  Whichaereaj 
ture  could  be  capable  ofjshe  like- 
^iTe  had  as  great  gteceandfas- 
■&ity  as  in  any  Creature  poffibly 
could  bee , with  ai  the  other  *n~ 
dowments  requifit  ,for  one  who-' 
vasto  be  Mother  of  AlxncGod, 
vho  in  preparing  her  atom-  that 
• dignity  , hath  beaped  vpon  her 
more  perfections } and  shewed* 
greater  proofes  of  his  Omnipo- 
<ence>wld»aie,a,nd  in&aiegoocf* 

nes^ 
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n$s-ia  creating  her , then  in  cr.ea-* 
t ing  the  whole  V niuer  fe  befides  ? 
a*qd;  fo  whofoeuer  had:  an  eye  fo* 
cleare  and  piercing  to  penetrate 
<Jpd  Alta,  work  in  her , would 
admire  it  more  then  his  worke1 
manship  in  al  .other  things  bciide, 
in  perfe&ioniog  ofwhomhehath 
been  more  exa#>theivin  what^ 
foeuer  elfe.  • , 


Whefeconrf Starr  declared, 

l hr* H e fecond  Starr  which  a- 
Ji  domes  and  imbellifhes  our 
dear  eft  Lady  ie  3 the  prerogathie 
o£  her  fan&i  fixation  or Conception', 
in-  which*,  her , moft  pure  foule  < 
when  it  was  vnited  to  her  body, 
receiued  no  ftaine  of  original 
finne  at  al>  it  being  endowed 

euen 
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wuen  at  that  inftant  with  more 
aboundant  grace  then  any.  eeler 
ftial  or  terreftrial  creature  elf?, 
euen  at  their  greateft' height  of 
fan&ity;  for  which  it  neceflarlty 
followes,  that  in  the  wombe  of 
her  holy  Mother, she  should  haue 
more  peffe&  vfe  of  reafon,thetv 
any  other  atthe  ripeft  yearesj4>y’ 
Which  she  both  knew,  loued,  and 
contemplated  her  God  andGrear 
tour  in  a more  perfect  manner, 
then  al  the  CSgregation  of  Saints* 
and  Angels  could  together.  Na« 
rurally  (peaking it  i s true  indeed, 
as  defcedantof  Adam  she  should 
haue  beenfubi£&  to  original 
finne  ,.as  alfo  al  other  naileries 
which  follow  in  trayne  thereof, 
had  not  God  with  bis  fuperabon- 
dant  Gracepreuented  her , as  one 
•whom  he  had  «hofeu  to  be  his J 

Mother, 
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Mother , from  al  eternity  > and  Can 
tyaneipecial  Priailedge  exempt 
ted  fromthecommon  condition,. 
Whiehal  the  reft,  are  generally 
home  voto,  through  our  firft  Fa* 
thers  difobedieoce,  and  fo  itwas 
moft.  conuenieot,  i£  wo  confides 
the  excellency  and  dignity  of  the 
Sonne  of  God^and  his  B,Mother^ 
Now  the  manner  by  which  was 
don  was  this. 

At  the  fame  inft*at  as  Aim*: 
God  created  the  foule  of  ahe  B. 
Virgin ,,  and  infufed  it  iato  her 
hody  j the  newly  rtceiuing  forme 
in  S.  Anne  her  mothers  wombe,,, 
it  pleafied  Jdm« God  to  eneiche ir 
with  his  grace  , Co  as  to  free  it 
from  the  contagion  of  alfinne, 
which  elfe  ratmaBy  it  hod  been 
igfe&ed  with»  in  fuch  manner  as* 
thV  dsueb  neuet  had  Myihseeeft? 

in 
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iuit£  bat  to  4ay#n  what  aboun- 
dance  it  was>not  only  exceeds  my 
capacity  attd  ewpreffion , but  that 
of  al  other  creatures  befides.  For 
God  at  that  inftantdad  not  conii- 
der  her  , as  iifuisg  from  Adam  *• 
finngr  and  bis.  enemy  rb»t  as  his 
Mother  chofen  out  lot  the  repa- 
ration ©four  linnes,  and  to  bruze 
the  head  andtrample  on  the  pride 
of  the  Infernal  Enemy.  Which 
being  fo,  if  fas  they  fay  )the  Em- 
pyreal Heauen  be  compofed  of 
fo  noble  a fub  fiance,  and  fhine 
with  fo  pure  and  tariffed  a light, 
©oly  becaufe  k is  the  medium, 
wherein  the  <obie& of  Aim.  God 
if  feene  y how  pure  and  noble: 
jnuft  the  B.  Virgin  haue  been,' 
who  was  chofen  to  be  the  taber- 
nacle » where  he  was  to  inhabite, 
and  in  which  die  eternal  Wont? 

w *«* 
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t q,  vnit  hirtfcife  to/hh  holy* 
Humanity; 

And  whata  glofy  is  this  for  hu~ 
mane  one  of  their  ovfte  linage, 
Jiot  only,  thus,  erempte  from  af 
original  and  a&ual  finae,.butalfcr 
from  the  very  inflant  of  her  na- 
tiuity  ,to  begin  to  lead  a life  fut 
of  grace  y celeftial  , and  diuine? 
What  ji  confolation  is-  this  for 
poofe  finners,,.who  defir  c t©  con- 
vert them  from  their  fintves  , to 
feaueonetoayde  them,  who  hath; 
fo  elor  ioufly  tr  iuphed  ouer  them? 
V?  Rat  comfort  to  thofe  w.ho  fight 
agaiiift  them,  to  haue  her  alii  Race 
hi, the  fight,  who  formerly-  hath- 
©uercome  them  ? Rut  yet  , not 
only  men  ,,but  Angels  themfel- 
nes , reioyce.and  glory,  in  it,  to 
■ f®.®  thejr  Queene,aiidt  he  mother 
4£thfcir  king,'  gracedwith  fo  fitch 

...  i fo> 


Google 


md firm  tbt  'B.ZKJitary.  49$ 
for  itch  endowm£t,  With  fo  manjf 
gracesadorned , and  accumulated 
with  fo  many  priuiledges,alderi- 
ued  frdm  this  her  immaculatCo- 
ception.Fer  whichfeafon  S.Vin- 
centFerreriusfeies  5 that  at  what 
iaftat  the  B.Virgin  was  coceiued, 
there  was-vniuerfal  toy  through- 
out the | court  of  Heauen. 

The  declaration  of  the  ‘ 
third  St  arr< 

THe  third  Starr , or  preroga- 
tiue, that  goes  tocompofing 
the,  Crowne  of  our  B.Lady,is  her: 
V irginal  purity , with  which  fhee' 
was  endowed  by  the  holy  Ghoft, 
at  the  firft  inftant  of  her  Immacu-1 
l?t  Conception,  and  if,  before  her- 
bii<thflide  wks:  fo  plirt  and^holyj* 
WwpUreaactkoly  touftshe  ?ne- 
?£.  ' icelfarily 
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celTatil y hane  been  afterwards  If' 
finally, to  pure  shecwas,  as  S*Aiw 
feJme  (ayes  of her,  that*  next  » 
God  there  was  not  to  be  imagi^ 
ned  the  like’,  & Theodor  etfayes^ 
sheelurpaft in  purity  al  the-An* 
gels  in  heanen  , treating  ofthefe 
Words  of  the  Canticle  s thenar* 
Jixtie  Queenes  amongfl  the  fitned  foa- 
l's of  men,(  fayes  heysheewbohatd1 
thehoHour  to  bring  forth  I efm  Chri /?,  •> 
the  Virgin  Marjbii  mother,  no doubt, 
formomts  loth  the  chernhins  and  Jar- 
rafhins  in  fttrity,  And  To  holy , fo 
pare  a was  this  B.  Virgin  ftil  > as 
shee  held  that  ftrift  gaardouer 
her  affe&ions , that  neuer  any  di- 
fordimt  a&ion  came  neere  them, 
neuer  any  volawful  defire,  or  re* 
pugnantt©  her  demit  hadneuer- 
any  aecefie  vnt©  her^nally  neuer 
had  s be  cq  putted  acyuc  nisi  lw*n 


*rutyhtotki&.VjK4y:  j©| 
as-  the  {acred  Cauncel  of  Trent 
obliges  vs  tobelccue , feconded 
by  the  opinibnof  al  the  moft  fa* 
fnous  Do&ours  of  the  Chiffehi 
And  the  esreeding  affedkion  she 
bote, to  this  Arg»elicalvertue  (a* 
S»  Anfelteefaye&)-was  it , which 
niade  her  cortfccrat  to  God  hef 
virginity  from  her  moft  tender 
yeares,  lo  ts  shea  was  the  Hrft  In- 
uentriKof  tbi&rareand  excellent 
. venue which  equals-  men  with 
Angels*  and  the  firft  who  by  pen- 
petual  vow  hath  offered  yp  heir 
Virginity to  God^and  ledthe  way 
Which  lb  many  tucehaue  follow* 
fd  * fo  as  with  good  reafon  she  it 
Ailed  vJrgi»umttke  Virgin 
of  virgins*  betides  we  mull  be*- 
feenr*  arsre  purity  was  requifit 
ia  her,,  who  was  t»bc  the  habitat 
****  of  theiMy  Ghoft,  Mother 

of 
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oft  he  Eternal  father  fonne’j'the 
lightofHeauens  ,-and  mirrour  of 
at  pprity  and  perfe&ion.  Befidcs, 
fuch  an,  afffc&ionat  lone  she  had 
to  thii  pretious  flover  of  Virgi- 
ginity i asiniher  tender  yeares 
she  left  parents  freinds  and  al 
•Wqrjdly  delights  y to  retire  her 
felfe.  within  the  inclofure  of  the 
.Templ.e  amongft  other  Virgins 
there  , where,  she  remained  til 
the  fourteerith  yeare  of  her  age,, 
thegreat  fortunes  which  accrued 
•ynto  her  by.  her  father  and  mo? 
thers  death  , ( which  , hapned 
About  theveleuenth  yeare  the- 
reof) not  being  able  to  diuert 
her  from  /her  holy  refolutionj 
jneane  while  she  refufed  al  offers 
of  mariage,  being,  at  marigeable 
eftate  , profefling . that  she  had 
con(ecratqd  her  virginity  toGedj 

and 
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•and  that  she  had  -rather  fuffer  a 
thoufand  deaths  , then  once,  in 
the  leaift  thought  vipljrt  her  t&w. 

Whereon  the  Priefts  of  the 
Temple  impended  at  the  ftrange 
nes  and  nouelty  of  the  thing  ^be- 
tooke  themfelues  to  prayer  * and 
canfultipg  the  diuine Oracle  how 
they  were  -to  trpmport  themfel- 
ues  in  this  affayre , it  was  reuea- 
|ed.  vnto  them  > they  should  afr  - — - 
ferrlble  al  theme/iof  the  Image 
of.jbauid  * and : he.  tojwh'ofe  lott  5** 
she  fel , should  .haste  her  for  his 
wife  j which , being  don , ( she  v 
hauing  a reuelatipn  on  the  other' 
fide  that  fuch  was  the  wil  of  beat- 
* nen  ) it  was  S.  Iofephs  lott  to 
marry  her  , who  bad  the  happi- 
nesby,ittobe  the  f after-father 
of  Aim.  God. 

The 
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The fourth  Starr  declared. 

, ' f -j  -- ( \ - - 

THc  fourth  ftatr , Which  in 
{plendof  and  beauty  -ferpafc 
fes<al  the  r<ft , her1  Being  the 
Jdyther  if  ^Uh,  O'edi  fb  great  a 
prerogatiae(  accordingto  S.Aa- 
" guftin  ) that  ao  mortal  greatness 
can  equal  it,and  nothing  cangoe 
•>  beyond,  it-  But  Gedhitafelfo , fa 

much  it  hadvia  it  of  the  fnfinit 
{ ais  S.  Thonsas  (ayes)  being  fa 
neeriyconkfyn’d  withtheinnftit 
perfcnofithe  SonncofGod  ; and 
thisdigoitybf  bets‘it  is  ( fayes* 
be  ) that  knpiy  es  iars  an  obli- 
gation , to  adore  her  vith  a more 
excellent  fort  cl- Adoration,  thent 
any  other  Saint. 

But  is  it  not  a wondrous  thing, 

that 
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that  a Virgin  in  the  clofetof  her 
wotnbe  , should  containe  him 
whom  heauen  and  earth  and  Tea 
cannot  containe,  who  hath  ^pi- 
npointed: co  the  Sun  and  -Moone, 
and  ftarre>,  thcir.  feueral  orders 
and!  Jftatdoiis  which  nutrfc&yles. 
am  Tufficievidji  espreft  in 
three  verfbsi^sQW***'  tt¥*a,pmtt*sy' 
-4tbera$q:~QkiUuna\.  fit  ,:0*  xmmay 
&c.  .BoUt<t  muter*  mart  ere  ^ &<?.  Is  it 
not;  a wondcous  thiing^the  fame 
Woman  should  be  botH  mother 
and  x mayde  y that  one  should 
conceiue  and  bring- forth  a child, 
without  any  detriment  of  her 
Virginity  ?*hait>she  Should  haUe- 
amothbrsfatcundity  ioynedWlth 
the  purity1  of  a Virgin  , that  she- 
shbuldhaue;  a fonfiebochinhca- 
ueninhis  fathers  bbfome,ahddrb 
earbbirc  his  mothers  wombe  toV 
Y gether 
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gcther  which  fonne  in  heauen  • 
should  be  ingendred  without  mo- 
ther,and  without  father  on  earth? 
Thefe  are  the  exclamations  of 
the  great  and  learned  Origen  on 
thefe words  > Cwneffet  &efam[atay 
&c,  O grace  ( fayes  he)  to  bee 
admir’d  ? Q inoredibfe.fweetnes ! 

O Sacrament  eneffablel  the  lame 
is  both  mother  and  Virgin,  the  - 
lame  both  mother  and  fcruant 
too , and  engendred  one  at  once 
both  God  & Man!  who  hath  heard 
of  fuch  wondrous  things  as  thefe: 
fo  farr  Origen. 

Arjd  forgreat  and  iocomprc- 
heniible  is  this  diu'ine  myftery, 
as  the  B,  Virgin  her  felfe,  al- 
though sh£  were  moft  extraordi- 
narily illuminated,  by  the  holy 
could  sbenotcompre- 
bend,  when  the  Angels  touldJt 
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her  how  it  could  be  , that  she 
who  was  a V irgin  could  conceive 
a child  without  any  detriment  of 
her  virginity  } as  appeareth  by 
her  j Quomodo  fiet  hoc  , <ptoniat» 
virum  noncognofco?  tfrc.  neither 
could  the  Angel  too  informe  her 
how  t he : remitted  her  to  the 

holy  Ghoft*  Sfiritm  fan&m  fuper- 
ucn'tet  in  vos  5 for  the  vnderftan- 
ding  of  the  myftcry.  O my  fiery 
of  tnyfteries ; & maternal  dignity 
to  he  admir’d  both  of  Angels  and 
men‘,  and  neuer  fufficiendy  to  be 
vnderftood  1 but  let  vs  yet  pro- 
ceed to  delineat  her  pray fes  more 
vntp  the.  life* 

\ When  .Godr  out;  of  /the  ribbs  of 
\s4dam  had  framed  %ue  3 he  Wa- 
king out  of  his^fleepjfayd  to  him- 
felfe ; tb  it  novo  is  bone  of  my  bones 
flesh  of  my  flesh  *}  ypherfore  a man  is 

X*  fi 
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to  leave  both- father: and  mother , and  ' 
i oyttJMg.  him/elfta  hisveife , tobecome 
cttefltsb  -frith  her.  Let  V&  app  1 y this . 
rayftery  no^  to,  out  iSauiour 
Ghrift  and  fey , that  in  like  man*- 
ner  the  humanity,  of  our  Sauiour 
Ghrift , by  itsvnktn  with  God 
vnited  hilrrranc  ■nature  foflraitly 
with  the  diuitaity  jthat  theB.Vir- 
gin  might  as  propedy  fay  of  our  > 
SauiourChrift  this  is>  flesh  of 
n*yi  flgsh  y bo  ne  of  my  'bone-,  .&<« 
feeing  -j&9  & ■* A is'gu  ft  i nfeyes , tfre; 
Mb-of€!«iflJiWas^he  B.  Virgin 
flesh,  :■>*  - • 3-C  T.'A  - . 

■ * From:\vjlence$ PeterDamian 
inferrs  , that.  God  notforifywas 
pkeferite  -tb;her>  bydVis  wd&fiited 
being  ds  he  ft  vniuerfafly  withal, 
nor  byflft  grace  as  he  is^oniy  with 
tfae  lnft,  but  in  a'farrtfiore  excel- 
hwttnanner  ofldentiry:,  in  that 
f'i  >"•  ' that 
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that  Athe  .fonrie  of  God  , fo'frer 
forthe  alfot,  and  (as  wehaue  fay'd) 
flesh  of  her  fleshy  Srcohauing  ta- 
ken from  her  the  fobftante  whe- 
reof his  facred  body,  was  compo- 
fed,  a dignity  in  her  fo  great  fas 
admiration  muft  there  take  vp, 
where  humane  difcourfe  layes 
downe  * and  with  its  tongue  of  fi- 
lence  only- Cel  ebrat  itr  ~r.. 
v ' Tihrsfo  ftrelt  vnibn  orldentity 
betwixt  Alml"  God  and  the  8. 
Virgin ,isby  theAngelical  De- 
?&ok.'.S*  Thomas  fly  Veil  PavehteU, 

which  can'feeTayd  of  nO  othdr 
•creature  liuingbefydes  her  felfe, 
neither  of  man  nor  Angei^  to  be 
natutraMy  ailyed  j wUeh  God -like 
her',  haiirngthe  natural  fonheof 
God  for  her  fonne.  In  confided 
tion  of  which,  S.  Anfelme  fayes* 

. * Y 3 The 
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The  JZtemal father  had  not  thehdrt 
to  fitjfer,  that  his  only  belotted fonny 
. should  be  only  his  fonn  , but  would 
-withal  he  shoidd  be  truly  the  only  and 
natural  fonne  of  the  B.  Virgin  alfo\ 
and  this  not  as  oftwofeueral  per  fas 
buf  the  perfonofthe  fonn  of  God  , w as 
Li  be  wife  the  perfon  of  the  fonn  of  the 
Virgin  alfo  y arid  fo  the  contrary. 
By  which  we  fee  , that,  she  wars 
-truely  the  $pou(e  of  the  holy 
G hoft,  who  wrought  in  her  womb 
.the  ‘Conception  of  the  fonn  of 
God  y and  by : this  she  becomes 
euery  way  allyed  ynto  al  the 
perfons  of  the  Ba.  Trinity.  To 
conclude  then this  dignity  and 
prerogatiue  we  fay  ( as  we  haue 
fay.d  before ) i^the  greateft  in  a 
creature  va&  can  poffibly  be  ima- 
gined. 


<3* ferue  thrS . Zf.  Mary,  yrl 


T he  declaration  of  the  fifth  Starr. 

THe  fifth  ftarr  brightly  shi- 
ning and  adorning  this  ce- 
leftial  Princelfe,  is  the  illuftration 
of  her  fpkit,by  the  holy  Ghofts 
ouer-shadowing  her , conforma- 
ble to  that  which  the  Angel  fayed 
inher  falutation  • Spiritus  fanfhts 
fifperueniet  in  tey  virtus 
fmi  obwnbrabit  tibi : which  diuine 
obumbration  was  then,  when  the 
Sonne  of  God  was  incarnat  in  her 
wombe , the  difpofition  to  fo  mi- 
raculous a conception  > and  ouer- 
shadowing  her  with  its  diuine 
vertue  , the  better  to  enable  her 
to  endure  thofe  cejeftial  ardours 
which  inflamed  her  bread  the 
while, apd  which  doubtlefly  but 
Y 4 for 
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for  it , had  wholy  confumed  her, 
the  flames  oFdluine  loue  were  fo 
Tehementthe  wh•ile. 

Neither  (according  to  S.Jku- 
guftin  and  S.  Iohn  Damafcen  ) 
did  the  hply  Ghoft  obumbrat  her 
body  only,butherfouk  likewifej 
which  obumbration  is  no  other 
•then  its  light  and  .grace , which 
Was  oonferr’d  v-pon  to  her  moil 
abundantly , when  the  Sonne  of 
God  was  Incarnat  in  her  womb, 
at  which  tyrne  her  fpirit  was  en- 
lightened, & the  darknes  of  igno- 
rance wholy  expeld  from  thence 
by  which  diuine  light  was  clearly 
reuealed  vnto  her  the  profound 
myftery  of  the -Incarnation,  and 
diuers  other  my-ftical  lecrets  of 
heatkn^as  alfothe  vnder  handing 
of  the  holy  Scriptures  , and  the 
fpirit  of  Prophecy  was  commu- 
nicated 
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nkatedttfhet  thereby  yin  a iriore 
ample  mitoffer  then  it  evter  was 
before  to* MJ‘  other  of  the  Pro- 
phets*. ' ;■  ■ : 

And  iti&tfre  Opinion  of  diuers 
Saift*s3itftd  learned  men.,  as  name- 
ly of 1 S»  Ahtotim , S.  Bernard,  S. 
Cypriati , Vrifin , and  Caflal’ , &c. 
shat  what  tymethe  Sonn  of  God 
was  Incamat  in  the  BiVkgihs 
womb  , tfhe  was  bfteb  rami  ( fe-t  vp 
to  the  Thlidtleauen  v where  she 
beheld  the  cleerevifion  of  Alta; 
God , more  fete  tbiaeei,  then  cy- 
ther  Miofes  or  S.  Paul.  * And  Bu'- 
pirtus  oftthefe  ^ords  oftheGan- 
ticfes  : Ocnlituivolumhatfum  : thy 
eyes, are  the  eyes  of  Doties, dear- 
ly (ayes  that  shee  T^rjuistfi  k'p  to 
the  third  heJntetfftvhert  shtehebeldiH 
4xctHen'fmAftiii¥Jtben!S  .*  Paul 
'did > tkofe  feWets-iivhkh  >V1b  not  law- 
. Y v ful 
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ful  for  me  to  /{now.  Thisifit  were 
granted  to  any,  (as  moft  eertaiae 
it  is,  it  hath)  no  doubt  but  it  was 
to  the  B.  Virginy  who  as  farr  ex- 
cels a\  Saints  and  Angels , as  the 
Sunn  in  fplendour  and  brightnes 
a litle.  Starr.  Butwhattonguecan 
worthily exprelfe  thefacred mo- 
tions ofher  hart , while  the  Son* 
of  God  was  locarnatdn-her  web£ 
thelight  andfplendour  which  il- 
luibated  her  mindand  tvnderftafr- 
ding?the  fire  and  ardour  which 
ombrac't  her  wil.?  the  Ioy  finally", 
whichiber . blelfed  foule  polfeft, 
when  then  Wprd  eternal,  taking 
flesh  from  her^ennohledhet  with 
the  high  title  of  his  Mother.. 

What  beanies  and  ray es.  of 
light,  may,  we  fuppofe,  refleded 
from  her  cpHH*enanee>  while  the 
Diuine  {pirit  iilu-firated  ba^oule. 


r *n& ferurtbe  3.V.  M4ry]  $iy 

in  whofe  eyes  were  two  conti- 
nual fires  burning  with  Divine 
loue,  al  who  beheld  her  ,and  yet 

in  an  admirable  manner  quench- 
ing al  carnal  loue  the  whilft ; And 
if  Moles  ifTuing  forth  from  con* 
uerfation  with  an  Angel,  had  his  ' 
face  fhining  with  fuch  maiefticlt 
beames,  as  (truck  an  awful  reue- 
rence  in  the  children  of  Ifraels 
hartsi  what  may  we  imagine  of 
the  B.  virgin  ,.  who  was  perpe- 
tually accompany ed  with  Angels* 
who  tooke  it  for  honour,  euerto 
be  feruing  her. 

In  the  meane  while,  her  under* 
Banding  was  fo  cieerly  illumi- 
nated as  she' had  perfed  know- 
ledge of  the  Creator  and  al  his 
creatures,  and  how  much  loue  she 
Was  to  beftow  on  euery. particular 
thing;  and  (o  she  burned  in.  the 

loue 
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loue  of  God^  aS  she  'lowed  hitrfe 
teOtonlyabOueal  earthly  things^ 
tet  abOtffe  lier  very  foufejabOWO 
her  life  both  ^rknal  and  tem- 
poral, aboue  al  glory,and  finally 
aboue  al  defired  felicity  and  bea- 
titud  in  heaasien.  So  f he  enioyed 
fuch  a tranquillity  of  mind , and 
had  al  her  apprehenfiue  and  con- 
cupifeible  powers  fo  wholy  at  her 
Command, that  the  infer  iour  par t - 
ofh&t’foule  neuer  rebeld  again  ft 
the  foperiour,  but  Was  alwayes  in 
fubiedlion  & fobordination  toitri 
Whence  it  was,  that  fhe-breathed 
fotlthln  af  placeswhere  fehecsrfne^ 
foiewcellent  and^iVeeif  an  odour 
of  fanftity  , Which  increased  ii> 
her  daily  more  and  more  j the 
longer  she  went  with  our  B.  Sa- 
uiow  in  her  wotnbe  j which  fari- 
tflty  of  hers-  we  cahnot  better 

praife 
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praife  nor fpeake of, then  by  fi- 

Jeia£iadmirati<^no 

gaiety ' one  is  -to  make  fame  refle- 
xion on  it  in  his  mind,  and  feeke 
to  draw  forth  from  thence  fotne 
fpirifiual  profit  by  it. 


Thtfixt  Starr  declared. 

THe  fixt  fiarr  of  the  B.  V ir- 
gins  Growne,  & which  was 
bne.oi  the  cheifeft  motiites  the 
O mn ipotent  G od  h ad  to  chdbfe 
her  for  his  Spoufej  Was  her  glenf- 
itd  of  diaJoe  grace  ? and  of  ed£ry 
yertiaeieife.  Of  this  there  needs 
bo  other  teftimooy  then  the  An- 
gels words  vnto  her  v Hoyle ‘fif  of 
gtace}8ic. Which  plenitud  of  grace 
in  her  ( fayes  S.’Auguftin  } was  a . 
difpofition  ho  ieffe  then  necefif#- 
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ry  for  conceiuing  the  Sonne  of 
God.  And  although;  many  Saints 
haue  ben  fayd  to  be  ful  of  graces 
and  of  the  holy  Ghoft  , as  Zacha*- 
rias  and  Elizabeth  ,with  S;  Iohn 
Baptift  their  forme*,  the  Apoftles, 
the  feauen  Deacons , and  many 
moreyY  et  none  of  them  al  in  that 
plenitudas  she  , the  word  admit- 
ting a luperlatiueyone  B.Sauiour 
as  the  fountaine  of  al  grace  deri- 
ving it  vnto  others  from  hirp- 
felfe  according  to  their  feueral 
capacities  now,  the  B.  Virgin 
being  the  moft  ^capacious  of'aly 
no  wonder  she  bad  more  in  her 
thenal  the  reft.  But  yet  it  was  a 
greater  plenitud  the  Angel  me- 
antjay  faluting  her  fo and'  the 
Create  ft;  indeed  that  poflibly 
could  bee  in  any  Creature  yaple- 
nitud  which  ( a$.$,  Bernard  faies) 
. deriuing 
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deriuing  it  felfe  to  others  , giues 
liberty  to  the  captiue.,  comfort 
to,theafHi&ed,tofinners  pardon, 
grace  to  the. lull;  to  the  Angels 
loy , glory  to  the  holy  Trinity., 
and  tothe  Eternal  Word  the  fub*- 
itance  of  her  proper  flesh,.  Eefi.- 
des  ,as  S.  Hierom  (ayes  , Grace 
.Was  giuen  vnto  other*  by  par  cells 
only  ,but  to  her , fully,  and  in  its 
intire  perfe&ion,  in  that  the  ful- 
hes  of  al  was  included  ip  her? 
and  confequently  by  this  fulnes 
of  grace  , she  oiuft  be  ful  of  al 
other  vertues,  elfe  , which  eucr 
yet  any  Saint  was  endowed  with 
al ; Nay  ,theholy  Fathers  i and  iii 
particular  S,  Cyril  and  S.  Hie- 
rom fay  , she  was  not  only  ful  of 
grace  , but  had  al  othetvqrtnes, 
djuine  guiftj?  and  endo^ohents 
congregated;in  her  alone,  which 
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in  lettered  p&eces  Weie' diifper- 
fed^miongft  al  .the' other  Saints. 
There  ishotbing  ( fayes  S.  Herom} 
if  we  conjider  it  wet  y of  pure,  fpten - 
dioUs  ’^  of  'VertuoUs  , ivhfch  shinties 

mt  mi;  tfa>  gl&idte  Virgin  inott. 
particularly.','1- 

•Now  if  fy  fargb  a portion  of 
veptafes  fel  vnto  her  ftiareybefore 
ftie  was  Mother  of  :God,hoW  muft 
they-  afterwfe^-be  augmented  , 
When'shed  was  indeed  ?hffuredl y, 
no  tdngue  is  aWe  to  exprefte  y 
how  m ft  nit  &i  nc omp reh e n fibl e 
they  were,  f fayes  S.Bernard)  the 
great  n effes  & perfe&i  oils  of  God 
being- infiWie  and  irirtomprehenih- 
ble , his  Mothers  Who  conceiued 
him  in  hef  wombe  , muft  needs 
participat  of  the  i’neomprehenft- 
bility  & infinftnes  of  them  alfQ. 
befidesj  thereWas  alfo  congre- 
gated 


Digitized  by  Google 


andferuc  the  $.ZJ.Jht4ry,  511 
gated  in  her  al  moral  vertues  in 
greater  imeafuxethen  euerwas  in 
any  one,  nay  had  an  Angebcome 
to  the  earth  inuefted  in  humane 
flesh, it  could  not  haoe  been  more 
perfe&ly  accomplished  then  She-, 
for  proofe  of  which  aflfertion , l 
wil  fuumm  vp  in  a catalogue  thofe 
jmoft  excellent  parts  of  hers, 
which  are  recorded  to  haue  been 
in  her  by  diuere  haly.<ben,'the  ad- 
mirablenes  &perfe&ion  of  whofe 
life,  was  propof’d  as  a paterne  for 
virgins  to  imitat  by  S.  Ambrofe 
in  thefe  words-’  Neuer  did  she  of- 
fend any  ( fayes  he ) though  she 
had  neuer  lb  iuft  a catofe  , but  fhe 
both  wished  aawl  willed  wdvntb 
euery  one , anddidwelthem  too.; 
She  was  reuerent  towards  her  fu- 
_periours,andno  way  moleftful  to 
her  equals ; she  shunM  al  boaft, 

, al 
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al  heradtions  were  conformable 
to  reafon;  and  she  loued  al  ver- 
tues  with  her  heart  she  neuer 
contriftatedherparents,and  ne- 
uer with  freind  or  acquaintance 
entredintoconteft : she  difdained 
not  the  humble  , decided:  not  the 
fimple , not  thought  it  shame  to 
accompany  the  poore  j there  was 
no  affedtation  in  her  behauiour, 
nor  dilTolijwoji  in  her  gate  , and 
her  words  were  fotepered , as  the 
modefty  which  shined  in  them 
and  her  adlions  fufficiently  decla- 
red her  inter  iourfandlity,  and  in 
ward  vertue  &perfedfcio  of  mind* 
no  otherwise  then  a fumptuous 
Portal  doth  the  magnificence  of 
the  Pallace  that  is  within*  Neuer 
but  to  the  Temple  did  she  ftirt 
abrode  ,and  thenneuer  but  acco- 
panied  with  her  father  > Mother, 

kinsfol- 
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kinsfolkes,  or  the  like : & within 
doores  she  was  delighted  with  fo- 
iitudyand  imployed  her  thought 
alwayeYinfomewhat  ofgoodand 
profitable  for  her  foule.  This 
jnuch  S.Ambrofe,who  hath  much 
niorebefides. 

AndS.  Hierom  describing  her 
Heroickvertues  &celeftiaf  maner 
of  life  in  the  T emple  amongft  the 
facred  V irgins,  fay  es;  She  alwaies 
endeauoured  to  be  the  firft  at  Vi- 
gils of  the  night  ,to  be  beft  in,- 
itru&ed  in  the  law  of  God  the 
jnoft  humble  ie  her  demeane,the 
moA  eagre  in  the  workes  of  Cha- 
rity, the  pureft  in  purity  and  moft 
perfect  in  al  forts  of  vertues  and 
perfections , she  was  affidual  in 
prayer,  & (as  the  Prophet  (ayes) 
meditated  night  and  day  in  the 
law  of  God,fhe  was  iealous  of  the 

honours 
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honours  of  tfrofe  sheconuerfed 
with, and  that  without  any  di£* 
gull  or  moleftation  of  theirs  5 
Deo  gratia*  washeranfwer  to  al 
falutationsj,andini£ae,her  whole 
life  was  fi*ch  as  for.  prayer , hu- 
mility, modefty , folitud,  filence,. 
virginal  fcashfuloes,  and  the  like 
noble  vertues  of  her  fexe , she  was ' 
a paterae  and  model  for  al  tp 
imitat. . - 

The  jeautnth  Starr  declared. 

THe  feauenth.  Starr  noth  i ng 
inferior  iribiightnestothc 
yeit^isher  ncere  CtmimhicAtion  of 
truft  and  feereqy  with  Aim.  God, 
fo  as  no  earthly  Prince  was  euet 
more  confident  with-Secretary  or 
chamh^laineydwto  he  with  her’, 
nor  none  euer  wtere  fertet  and 
laitbful  thsen  she  tdhlinh  When 
: he 
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lie  was  an  Infant  j she  with  incre- 
dible care  aadrdiligenceattended 
him  , made  h-im  ready  and  vn- 
ready  , gave,  him  milke  from  her 
facrecf  bceafts  y/  and  with  her  vir- 
ginal, lipps,  tenderly-  kiffed  him-,. 
4.1  W)hich  sheidJi  wath  fuefrdetio- 
ti.op.and)  reffsefifc  v 'as<  (-  according 
to  Alhertus  Magnus ) fhe  never 
layed  him  to  reft  not  toffee  him 
ypp,but  she,adoredhit»  firft  with 
profound  rcueteno®',  'androncred 
to  fart  iQib;ithei  confidbration  of 
his  infinit  lo»c<j  ithatj  made  him 
doewhatrhe  dSdfor  vs  j ayfbr  the 
n^^partihtr'fel'm^^^fy.  Af* 
tghw^rdst  fan.  the  fpaOe'  Of  $ a; 
ytepre^i  innl  times  5 itratocdafions 
she  W3$priefent<to  hishboeffityes, 
infaV.his  traaajU^  mifaryes  ,and 
calamities  both-' winter  afid  fum- 
tndr^  in  <iol4< and  -hcatyfaihe  or 
..:r  fnow, 
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lhow , she  etier  willingly  would 
accompany  him  •,  ney  ther  was  he 
wanting  on  his  part  to  correfpond 
vnto  the  dear  enes  of  her  affection 
communicating  with  her  the 
greateft  fecrets  of  his  diuinityj 
to  as  she  neuer  de fired  him  to 
vnfould  any  hidden  myftery  as  of 
fheTrinity  the  Quires  of  Angels, 
the  vocation  of  the  Gentils , the 
vnionof  the  faithful  with  his  holy 
Church,buthe  diditprefcntlyi& 
ifhereuealed  tohisdifciples  with 
fuch  candour  and  promptitud,^he 
fecrets  of  his  heauely  Father  I cal 
you  no  longer  fir  Hats but freinds  (fays 
he) for  what  i haue  heard  frommy  Fa- 
ther , I haue  declared  to  you  • much 
more  would  he  do  to  his  B.  Mo-  | 
ther , we  fuppofe  5 And  if  in  fre- 
queting  of  his  cdpany  & hearing 
of  hisdo&rine  only,  during  his 

laft 
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laft  three  y cates  he  could]  render 
them  fo  learned  & expert  in  the 
diuine  myfteries,how  much  more 
learned  & expert  mu  ft  she  needs 
be,  whoboth  frequented  & heard 
him  for  more  then  $0.  yeares? 
whilft  he  reuealed  vnto  her  thofe 
myfteries  hecre  on  earth,  which 
the  very  Angels  of  heauen  were 
ignorant  of.  AsPrinces-then  vfe 
to  ennoble  thofe  with  great  tit- 
les of  honours  and  dignityes, 
whom  they  entruft  with  their  per- 
fons  and  lecrecies  > fo  not  only 
did  our  Sauiour  heere  on  earth 
aduance  theB.  Virgin  to  eminent 
dignity, but  much  more  now  in 
heauen  doth  he  intitle  her  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  glory  and  ex- 
cellence , not  ranking  her.  with 
the  quires  of  Virgins, Cofeflours, 
Martyrs,  Appftles , Prophets,  nor 

' Patriarks 
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Patriarks,butto  a high  fublimlty 
aboue  them  , and  aboue  al  the 
heaueoly  Hierarchies  he  hath  ad- 
u2ced  her,  feating  her  at  his  owne 
right  hand,  where  she  fits-inftaled 
Qiiseoc  o£heatfen  : The1  Queens  is 
^xrighfihmll/  ityte  the  Pro- 
phet Daunt)  tifafne'd'mik  al  ‘Va- 
rieties •,  whiilFafthe  BleiTed  grant. 
her  the  preced'encie-  wilHngfy, 
andjddferr  it  vfct^  fcet  as  tfteir  fo- , 
neraiaeQtaebfli  Finally1  SfheTbles " 
oner,  the  whole  Vhiuerfey  and  al 
the  m aft  important  affaires  of  the 
B.  Trinity,,  in  a manner, dopaflfe 
tbrongh‘  her  handfe  j fb:as  al:  the 
heaurnily  Gittizens,  the  inhabi- 
tants, oftheearth  , the  foules  in 
Purgatory  , nay-euen  hel  it  felfe 
acknowledge1  he  power  and  reue- 
renceBier  for  it  withal  humility, . 

; . ' The 
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The  eighth  Starr  declared. 

THe  eight  flarr  is  the  high 
Priuiledge  fh'e  had  of  Con* 
temptation  and  eoioyed  al  her  life* 
fo  as  from  the  very  firft  inftant  of 
her  fandificadon  in  her  mothers 
wombe , ( according  to  Suarez) 
she  had  the  vfe  of  reafon,  & con- 
certed it  to  the  knowledge,  loue, 
and  contemplation  of  Alm.God, 
from  which  nothing  could  diuert, 
her  euer  after  j and  he  cpnfirmes 
it,  for  if  this  guift  (fay  es  he)  was 
bettowed.on'tbe  Angels  at  their 
firft  Creation , with  greater  rea- 
son may  we  imagine  it  bellowed 
vpon  die  Mother  of  Aim.  God, 
and  Queeaof  them.  While#  she 
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was  refidentin  the  Temple  with 
thofe  otheTconfecrated  V irgiris , 
she  was  Hill  in  higheft  conterhpla- 
tio,  fupplicating  the  diutneMaie- 
fty  with  the  feruorous  prayer  ofte 
interrupted  with  amorous  fighes 
for  the  Incarnation  ofthe  Melfias 
that  was  to  come  the  whilft  there 
are  graue  Authours  who  report, 
that  the  Angels  daily  adminiflred 
her  her  food  , ftill  entertayning 
her  with  fome  heauenly  newes, 
or  fohae  HiuineraptS  she  had  dtf- 
rihg'thofe  nine  moneths  the  In- 
carnat  Word  lay  couched  in  her 
facred  wombe.  Some,  times  she 
being  wholly  trah&orfed  frbtiF 
h^r-felfe  ^aiidab.foVpf  ib  tedd  *ait; 
crthdr  tittles  heT  fou  leaking  futh1 
All  yes  fbrtft.  j fer-  moHum'  huhfeutt- 
ti'i(  accdrH^ng tci foij^’) s& 'cleedfy 
t^behoid^bdfabhtb’Bce^dndiiB 
-N  won- 
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wonder,  she  hauing  fo  fpacious  a 
feild.  for  her  Contemplation  to 
walke  in  euento  the  third  heauen, 
and  farther  if  it  were  poffible  as 
hier  B.  fohne  then  a&ually  prefent 
with  her,  his  heauenly  Ifathers 
delight  and  Mothers  ioyj  who 
can  fay,  orfo  much  as  imagine 
her  fweet  trahfports  through  the 
confideration  of  the  maruaylous 
exceflfe  of  that  lose  of  his,  that 
had  inelofed  him  in  womb  whom 
the  Heauens  cannot  contains  i 
and  held  him  in  the  reftraintof  a 
litle  body,  who  in  his  hand  hel4 
pi  that  is  comprifed  in  this  great 
yniaetse  ?:ffoE  my  part  I am  of 
opiniotfcwith  §S,,Berhard,  Bdna-’ 
uentiire,  and  'the.  learned  Canh« 
IJus  , that  fhe;  continued  wholes 
pights  rainshed  in  contemplation; 
ofthefe  diuineand  wondrous  my- 
; ’ Z z,  fteries 
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Iteries  *,  for  w.e  may  beleeue , fhe 
was  of  a complexion  and  temper 
lb  excellent > as  she  required  but 
litle  fleepe , and  during  that  litle 
time  she  dept, F.  Suares  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  fhe  was  fo  inflamed 
with  the  loue  of  God  , that  fhe 
often  ftartedout  of  her  fleepe,  ( as 
loue  is  arefrlefle  thing  ) and  was 
tranfported  by  the  force  of  loue 
tojSod  the  only  obie&ofher  af- 
fections vand  S.  Bernardin  affi'r- 
mes  , that  fhe  enioyed  fo  fuper- 
natural  a contemplation  , that 
fhe  had  the  vfe  of  it  in  fleepe , in 
a farr  more  excellent  manner, 
then  euer  any  Saint  in  waking 
had.  Howfoeuer  , whether  wa- 
iting or  fleeping or  howfoeuer 
■imployed , we  may  wel  affirme 
jwith  the  learned  Can  ilkis , chat 
Xhe  neuer  interrupted  herrnedi* 
' jations 
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tations , but  thad  al  her  life  was 
but  a continual  exercife  of  exta- 
iy  and  contemplation  ; whilft 
euery  thing-,  mi nift red  matter  to 
meditation » she  read  with  incre- 
dible affection  theholy  fcripture, 
which  fhe  vnderftood  exactly 
wel  , both  by  her  owne  deere 
vnderftandiog' , as  alfo  by  the 
light  communicated  vnto  her 
from  Aim.  God  j and  to  her  me- 
ditations a great  helpe  was  the 
moderatnes  and  temperature  of 
her  diet,  which  together  with  her 
folitud  and  filence  difpofed  her 
fpirit  to  meditation  and  vnion 
with  Ahm  God , with  whom  she 
wasio  perpetually  vni ted*, as  fhe 
< rather  feemed  diiiine  them  mor- 
tal. For  which  realbri  perhaps  it 
was,  that  God  would  haue  no' 
mention  made  in  holy  Scripture, 
Z$  neither; 
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neither  of  herfather  nor  mother^ 
to wittjthat  we  might  confider 
herrather  a celeftial  creature  co- 
ming from  heauen , then  a terre- 
ftrial  , borhe : on  eattfr.Meane 
while  j the  Angels  • , that ' f he 
might  the  more  wholy  attend  to 
contemplation  * did’  dayly  bring 
her  fqiod  ;;a  miracle  j.  whichbwe 
are  the  Jeffe  to.  admire , tine  eyre 
r eade  of  S.  Paul  fome  . what  to  the 
like  elfed , who  was  one  by  irifi- 
nit  degrees. ; inferior  in  fari&rty 

jand  perfeqion  vnfoiher. : ■ : ! 

• ; wb&t  wonder  is  it  ,- that 
she  should  feeme  more  diuifte 
then  humane,  when  fhe  wasar- 
riued  to  fuch.a  high  degree  of.  in- 
nocencye,  that  she  neuer  fett  into 
the  leaft  defe#  ,!,ner  was  eixer 
tranfported  fo  much  as  with  the 
firftmotion  of  any  difordmation; 

which. 
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which  were  no"  wonder  , if  ( 4s 
agraue  'Authour  affirraes  ■)  fha 
-were, borne  impeccable  , ar qua- 
lity fay  es.  he , but , in  a manner; 
neceflaryifar  her  , who  was  defti- 
natto  the  high  honour  of  being 
> the  Mother  of  Aim.  God.Neither 

was  it  pdfifibiefor  her  to  be:  other 
wife,,cpfthdfring  how  Aim. God 
tpiqjip  vppial  jheJodging  within. 
Utficjftyr  h^btfelfe  > whilei  she  'c©A 
fideringi  her  pWne’  humility  -da 
.thepneltde;,  and  the  high  honour 
on  the  ojtjher  which  God  had 

4thjai?€$d 

to  -cojtj^iy;  with  her  ob  ligarid  n xo 
hjm  for  fogreata  behgfitc'i  aschbr 
thoughts,  had  neu'er ieaforw  to 
t^ink/e  > qhitog  i befidei  >r-TF* 

wy^thigg  pf  the.abfclut  mbrth 
;£f  at;i9[p[g(.  hetbodfy  gneb  extec«>b 
lenfps  5^4  the  cpatkmal.watc'h 
1 4 the 
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the  Angels  kept  ouer  her  by  tur- 
tles, that  no  euil  should  approch 
her , as  one  who  was  the  liuing 
Tabernacle of  theliuing God.  As 
for  the  diuels , they  fled  her  more 
then  they  follow  others  , as  we 
may  wel  imagine  if  S.  Antony,. 
S.  Bernard,  and  other  Saints  were 
jfo  formidable  to  them  as  they 
dutft  not  approche  their  fight; 
And  for  her , fhe  fled  fyftne  mote 
then  any  wicked  perfbri  followed 
•it , ?s  knowing  that  whofoeuer 
finned  yipfofafto  felt  into  thedif- 
fftace  of  Alm.  God^a  thing  which 
of  al  other  shedteaded'moft  Co  as 
al  her  delight  was  in  theexercife 
of  vertue  and  fan&ityof  life.  To 
conclude,she  defpifed al  honours 
of  the  world,  as  knowing  f he  was 
fhortly  to  gtftothepofleflion  of 
that  fuprem#  honour  ©f.  being 

Queene 


Digitized  by  Google 


tyfirnt  tht  2?,ZJ  .JMary,  '53^ 
-Queene  of  Heauen  hauihgno- 
thing  then' to  diuert  her  from  itj 
-and  al  helps  and  incitements  to 
it,  how  could  fhe  choofe  but  be 
perpetually  ia  contemplation? 


The  Declaration  of  the 
Ninth  Starr, 


THe  Ninth  Starr  of  our  B. 

Lad  yes  crowns,- is  the  D/- 
gnity  fhe  is  exalted  to, aboue  al 
creatures  both  in  Heauen  and 


earth  , which  by-  proper  name, 
we  may  cal  her  Exaltation  y lince 
by  it  she  is  exalted  abouethehl- 
gheft  heauen*  ^ tibou©  al  the  Or- 
ders of  Saints,and  Hierarchies  of 
Angels , as  the  hply  Church  lings 
of  her  prayfe ; Exaltata  es  fanila 


Z v Dei 
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I>gi  'gtmtrix  i/itptr.  thaarbs  j*d»gt0± 
mw  •adptddftj*  rtgntu  ?N either  can 
weadmicc’y  that  next  ivntohins- 
ielf,  the  fouerain  e king  of  glory 
f hpulck hduance  her  cdithe  grefij- 
teft  he  had.,  for  Che  bei hg  his  Mo- 
ther there  was  alcind  of  obliga- 
tion on  his  part  toi  honour  her 
and  do  her  algood  hkcould,fince-' 
the  honour  which  Children  are. 
bound  to  giue  to  their  parents,.. 
Confifts  not  Ontyiri  wdtls^rad. 
ceremonious  rdp.e& , but  much 
'more  in  and  really  doing 

;£o*  them;  Whfyfofie-4  fayes:  Hip- 
Jolytusi  ^Irfl'who’  hath  oo/ninan- 
■dfidf  thk  i.Howi^fMtfirn.  &*.  ma* 
honour  thy^fatherjaad;  thy 
.mother  folfci  the.  law!  Which 
he  himfelfeftefoiWis- to  others, . 
Would  not ;(  We;  mutt  fupppfei) 
be  wanting  to  his.  Mother , in 

what 


md firm  the&J&Jhljtry.  539 
iip^yer  ^Qaoyr  grace.and.  glory 
Mtc^uM.  beftotw^ponher.  Now, 
ttft.he  p rjuiledg  e$and  adnantagei 
jftk&U£&bcft  which  theJB.  virgia 

haf^jiFe  founded  yp.oo.thefe.tw'o 
principalis* 

po^M  of;  hgr  ^vfoiidj  ifi  eortftV 
deration  of  which-  S.  AugnftiA 
peaking  of  her  Affcmptiop  -both 
,jjA  M?  apd  bftdy, . fayssj,  ,tbafc 
<3od.cpHJdd»  « 3fl4  y^ycbe-idia 
it  not,  th©£ewh<p  dPOied  itj 
..tofgiue  him  a Eeafon-for>  it*  5*he. 
. Ji^e ; argument  -wjq  njayi  > vile , , in 

B9^nti-9f  >$>  ymwipw, 

. 3 , , The  depone ; a -hpfvtdignHyt  /& 
~ tfjitig  the  Jidfitb&  ro£Gp4  9 who.  is- 
infinir,  therefore  as  the  tide  <j£ 
, s?»*  of  fiodi  js;the  fqpndatidaiOip 
ground 

iO*:R^Wanjty,  ©$£&$,•  &$he 
..  dtlcof  Motk!tTtfffi?d$  is -that*  #a 

which 
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which  al hecpreroga*- 

titles*  -Iwr  an& 

he»fopeeaie  glory*  -for  natural 
re^bn  teacheth  vs  that  the  mo- 
ther is  mone  nigh  tc*  her  Tonne,, 
|ex^eptingthiePa!thfir)thenany 
•other  ky ftn;  Wfieriefore  the  B. 
Virgin  toeing  the  Mother  ofi Idus 
■Chri ft , who  was-  Incarnat  in  her 
iacfed  flesh,  mtift  need’s  be  nigher- 
-her  (bone  ,-ih  gKtde*dhd  glory,, 
•«^\theflany  eWe-beftdi*' 

^ Soe  he  x^dtild’  not  rahke?  herr 
j*mongft.the  Hierarchies  of*  A’n- 
igefe*  fta  fhen;  thefee~  had:  bedri* 
-others1b}gh^acftianeed,itherishe.' 
'*taortgft  the  Pblrers  and-THt^^ 
Sfles  5 nor  amongft  theta  ybeciufc: 
fthfe  Gherubins  andV  Graphing . 
^fiftpaft -theta  in  : dignity  *r  but: 
taext  ;^ihi"H?taj(Q^as  t^aa  mdft 
tliat  his  Mbfher  might  not 

• b* 
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he  inferiour  vnto  bis  feruants  * 
uor  the  Queene.vrrto;  heir  tfuhr 
ie&s , where  she  iitts  enthroned 
with  incredible  pompe  and  Ma- 
iefty  , making  a Hierarchic  more- 
high  add  excellent  by  he*  Xelfe* 
■then  any  of  them  alr  ' 

But  what  vnderftanding  can 
comprehend,  or  what  tongue  ex- 
.prefle  the  Glory  she  is  poCfefied. 
of?For  if  the eyeharh  newer 
the  eare  neuer  heard,  nor  thehart 
of  man  eueroonceiued,what  God 
Aim. hath  prepared  forthofewho 
< lone  hi  mv  how  can  one  tfonceiue, 
'Whtfthe  hath  prepared  for  her, 
^who  not  only  lotted,  him  , but 
Brought  him  forth  , nourished, 
educated , and  fettled.  him  with 
-fiichaffe&ion  & d i 1 igence  ? Orily 
Jthis  we  may,  imagine  and  fay  of 
it^that  glory  and  felicity  next  to 

Aina. 
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Alm.uG'6ds^  iw.the  ^reattftitbat 
an  heaum  v and  jtlwf  >n  com^.- 
rifon  /of  icreaturcs  fhe.H  holy>ar 
bofte,al  hoiyesf,  happy  aboue  the 
happiafli , hath-  more  igrac?  theft 
thoJfe  wHoftjauemoftbefides.iand 
hath  more  gloryc  theo  therfmoft 
'glprieufe.:;-,  1 sA-v  ju<1 

The  li<w  1 y : ID o (ftors  fp  cake  mar>- 
iy  ayjhs  of,- ifiiisi  Exaltation  «f hens, 
and  amongftthejffl.,  IS . Ifer  ftiafrd 
%es,jtha«  th/rgloryi-shejentoybs 
in  heauen,  bearer  a?  proportion 
tojthqcplenitftdiofgrace-shehad 
on  earth  aborreral/^eaftir^t^isi. 
and  aiddhjtbat  as  rifcrtaftbjtbfeee 
W4s  not,a!roorb  (dn#ihed  place 
then  the  facred  , Temp  le  ’ qf(;thfe 
•V hgi  £>s  ^ombje  ji^hi.ch.con.Cai- 
nqd'God  biiftfeJfe  :imheat*eft 
’there  is..ftoi*tapre  glorious  then 
her  Throne,  where  she.  fitts.  exal- 
ted: 


Google 
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Jqd  at , the,  right  hand  of  God.  In 
■another  p^e  hefayes,^evttdei** 
landing  of  man  cannot  conceiuc 
hef  glory  , norhis  tongue  declare 

it^^hich.patsthe'ilrihabdtantsof 

heaufn.it  felfe  (tooth  eir  admira- 
, ti^fl  .in  beholding;. it..  Aiidrasas 
Cretenfis  fayies , that,  her  - glory 
can  not  bp,  comprehended:,  for 
thajt.h;  exceeds  thegloty  of  al  the 
Saintsiapd' Angels  putttc%ether. 
S.  Iohn,Damafqen,that  the^e  laa 
mighty  difference  betwixt  the 
ieruants  and  the  Mother  of  God* 
...  S . I ohn  Ghr ifpftom ihafethe' B. 
Virgin, is  more  §lorious,ineom- 
. parably  then  the  Seraphins.  B. 
Laurentius  Iuftinianus  , that  gl 
. the  glory  and  felieity.which  in 
Scattered  peeces;  is.  diftributed 
^mongfh  the  Saints. , is  found 
y*nitedia:  the  B-<  Virgirt  Atncfthe 

Sera* 
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Seraphike  S.  Bonauenturefayes., 
thatthe  greatnes  and  goodnes  of 
-God  doth  more  manifeftly  ap- 
pearefin  the B.  Virgin  only  ,then 
jln.aL.the  reft  of  creatures, and  that' 
-ai  their  perfe&ibnsare  i da  more 
- excellent  naandcr  to  be  found  la 
her  then  them;  and  he  concludes,, 
chat^as  in  grace  and  merits  she 
ifurpaflfeth  al  ocher  $aints,fo  lifce- 
Vife  doth  Che  in  felicity  and' 
. glory.  This  and  much  to  thi&ef- 
fe&is  iayd  by  them  of  the  B.  Vir- 
gins high  exaltation  anfwerable 
.to.  the  height  of  her  other  merits* 
•and  prerogatives,  vho being  Mo- 
ther of  God , the  fupremeft  di- 
gnity which  any  creature  could  be 
'aduanced  vnto,  on  earth.  Corres- 
pondent to  it  is  this  ninth  Starr, 
land  one  of  the  brighteft  in  her 
glorious  Crowne  of  being  a d- 

uanc’t 
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uanc’ttofofupreine  a dignity  in 
heauen. 


The  tenth  Starr  declared. 

THc  tenth , and  that  a moil 
refplendantone , is  the  Era- 

f ire  and  foucraine  command  she 
ath  ouer  the  whole  Vniuerfe  ,al v 
creatures  both  in  heauen  & earth, 
and  in  the  deapes  below  , ack- 
nowledging her  fupe'riority  in 
jreuerencing  her  for  it , and  ador 
ring  b«r  *,  there  being  a congru- 
ency, iayes  $,  Iohn  Damafecn, 
that  the  mother  should  partake  of 
the  fonnes  dignity  *,  And  fince 
h&  ( fays  $.  Athanafius  )who  was 
.borne  of  her,  is  King  and  foue- 
raine  Lord  of.  al , confequently 
she  who  bore  him,  is  to  beheld 
''  for 
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for  iouef&ridLidy’a'&d  Qtfeefte; 
fo  fays  S.  Bernard ; who  can  den^ 
bera  legitimat  claime  to  be  Lady 
ouer  al  s t o£  which,  her  fonne  is 
Lord*  Let-  ^s'then  -acRbbwkdge 
her  authority  ouer  al  , to.be  as 
great  arid  Unlimited  as’  her  wil*. 
-In  confideration  of  whofe  gre'at- 
nes  S.  Bernard  br'ealces  forth  into 
Nthi  s exdamati  ori! 
ueMighe  Lkdj  ^in  hemen  Uhd  [earify 
ti  given  you  to  dotfh'dhjmwlytiih* 
al.  S.  Brig-itt  in  one  of  herR  med- 
iations'fay  es'}  that1  at  the  inftanfc 
ofh£r  fole^rie^ntry  into  hbabeh1, 
<Sod  adribkie-t  her  abottd  al  thh 
heauens gaue  her  the  Empire  of 
al  the  Vniuerfe  j aud  conftituted 
her  Lady- and;  Miifcrks  oftsHd 
gels;  and  she  con-fir  toes  itd  ri  thdfe 
Wordes  didated'-vrito'her'  by  the 
holy  Ghdft  ^ The  yrittoipality  of -at 

people 
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people i andmtions’sbehad  (faysshe) 
and  by  htY  'vertue  she  treads  ripon  the 
harts  of  fa  Proudeft  andhighefl  therit. 

•Andtraely  awonderfuldignity  it 
isjwhichequalsiver  (in  a manner) 
.with  the  Lord  of-  ai  5 but  amort 
wonderful  and  ftupendloils  it  is*,  x 
that  she  should  haue  an  authority 
euen  ouer  him;, which  that  it  may 
fe  emef  elfeftr  a nge  vnto  the  eares 
of  flefhand  Wcnitd,let  vs  remem- 
ber only , that  she  is  his  Mother 
and  our  admiration  wil  ceafe  ^ for 
that  filial  .obediencei  he  owed  her 
heere  oar  earthy  he  ftands  not  fo 
quitt  ofiii  heauenj.  but  it  indued 
a kind  of  obligation  in  him  to 
grant  her  whatfoeuer  she  defires, 
whom  there  we  may.  ^Imagine 
fp  qaki  ng  vnto  her  /thus ' : V*mand 
• ^f.P^ideare.  Mother  , whatfdeitirjou 
pleafe^t  k not  Uyeful  fprme  jo -twite 
d$ay  my  face.  This 
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This  our  triumphant  EraprefTe*. 
to  expre{fe  vnto  ws  more  vnto  the 
life  the  greatnes  of  her  dign  ity,, 
declares  vnto  vs  in  thefe  remar- 
kable words  fewer  things : I alone 
haue  incircled  the  round  of  heauen y 
and  haue  penetrated  the  depth  of  the 
xAbijfc^  and  haue  walked  on  the  wanes, 
of  the  fea^andhaue  the  principality  of 
al  nations',  fignifyirtg  by  the  fir  ft 
part  of  the  text  the  dominion  she- 
' hath  in  heauen,  by  the  fecond , 
that'which  she  hath  in  heliby  the- 
third,  the  benefit  the  foal  es  in 
Purgatory  receiueby  her$  and  by 
the  fourth , her  dominion  ouer  af 
the  world,  and  what  can  be  more 
fayd  of  her  dignity?  V nleffe  what 
a deuout  feruant  of  hers  in  acer- 
taine  prayer  vnto  her  hath  fayd; 
O moft  pure  (fayes  he)  and  An- 
gularly happy  Virgin , al  fid  ©f 

grace 
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$race  and  glory , the  molt  bleffed 
amongft  al  W'omen,  who  furmoii- 
teft  the  Angels  in  parity,  and  all 
the  Saints  in  benignity  next  to 
your  B.  Sonne,  you  only  comand 
ouer  this  world  in  cheife,  exten- 
ding your  favourable  hand  to  al 
who  lye  and  qaue  your  ayde ; and 
there  is  no  houre  nor  thomentr 

dually  amiable  and  admired, who 

haue  concerned  the  Sonne  of  the 
High  eft,  and  brought  for  the  Sa- 
uiour  of  the  world  \ O Mother  of 
faluation , & foiintaine  of  mercy, 
we  miferable  finners  inrendring 
<?f  them  vp , without  laft  breaths 
fighe  and  grone  to  you , praying, 
lalut  i ng , and  ack  no wl  edg  i ng  you 
Queen  of  this  world  , reioycing 
atyour  greatnes  , congratulating 
your  glory  , your  fouerainty  and 
the  place  you  hold  M the  -right' 

hand 
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hand  of  you  B.  Sonne  , where  be- 
coming w holy  in  a manner,  di- 
uine,  and  hauing  nothing  of  mor- 
tal in  you , you  gouerne  the  hea- 
uens  at  pleafure , iiluminat  the 
Sunn , rule  the  world  , trample 
■vnder  foote  the  pride  of  hel,  and 
h^uedominion  ouer the  ftarrs,the 
elements  feme  you , the  feafons 
obey  you , the  Angels  adore  you, 
the  diuels  ftandin  awe  of  you. 
Whole  nations  and  Kings  bow 
their  .knees  before  you , and  doe 
you  honour,  and  reuerence  ; O 
Lady  of  heauen  and  earth  8c  hel, 
your  Maiefty  ;and  Empire  is  fo 
great  a thpuland  ^tongues  cannot 
fpeake  it  to  the  fiihandeaen  the: 
foules  of  thfe  aire  ,-the  beafts  of 
the  land  j and  the^filhesof  the  fea 
do  al  acknowledge  itatyourbeck, 
the  Ho  were  fpring  vp,plat$grow, 

and 
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and- feeds  fprout  forth,  the  earth 
is  fertilized,  fiuers  flow, & winds 
do  blow,  the  left  wil  of  yours  can 
incline  the  deftiriles , arid  order 
fecond  caufes , whileft  the  firft  is 
wholy  atyour  difpofe.  Caft  a grar 
tious  &,pittiful  eyevpon'vs  poor 
finners  hee’re 6 & declare  the  great- 
ne$  of  your  power  ,by  helping  vs 
to  ouercome  ourfeiues,and  to  ob- 
taineremiflion  ofour  Anns,  grace 
beere,-&gi>ofy  in  the. life  to  come 
by  your  prayers>and  merits  , vrito 
V hit  tv  is  nothing  iriipolfible*  that 
after  this  miferable  life , we  may 
come  to.enioy  < that  happy  <•  life , 
^herejyre  cfHal  fee  out  fiou-erairie 
I>ord^  in?  whofe  -fight  confifis  a! 
oji^felicity.  ■>  :)  ' v.V  • - 1 > 


%£  JtZelhsd  to  lone 


The  declaration  of  the 
eteuenth  Starr . 


TH  E ejeuenth  ftarr  whofe 
/pJeadour  not  only  adoroes 
her  head,  but  the  rayes  of  it  thece 
do  likewife  refle&  on  vsy& crown 
vs  with  a fupreme  felicity , is  her 
Mediation  betwixt  God  and  man, 
one ,of the  cheif  reafos  according 
to  the  holy  Do&ours , why  God 
from  eternity  chofe  her  for  Mo- 
ther j that  as  a mod  powerful  me- 
diatrix her  maternal  prayers  for 
linners  might  moderat  the  rigour 
of  the  diuine  iuftice  , and  ocea* 
fion  a reconcilement. 

Iefus  Chrift  ( fays  S.  Bernard) 
was  fufficient ) it  is  true ) for  our 

repa- 
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reparation,  fromVhom  proceeds 
al  that  fuffifeth  thereunto-,  bat  it 
was  wel  for  vs  he  ioy  ned  with  him, 
fuch  an  one  as  fhe for  although, 
as  he  is  man,  he  be  our  moft 
faithful  and  powerful  Aduocat, 
Yet  fuch  dayeling  beames  break 
through  his  humane  nature 
from  his  diuinity  that  we  cannot 
looke  vpon  him  with  that  confi- 
dence j and  though  he  be  infinit- 
ly  gratious,  yet  being  Iudge  with 
al,  offenders  haue  final  hart  to  ap- 
proch  vnto  him  j for  which  rea- 
fon  the  B.  Virgi  n was  chofen  for 
Aduocat,and  meditatrix  betwixt 
God  and  man , to  whom  there  is 
none  can  feare  to  approch , she 
hauing  nothing  in  her  of  formi- 
dable or  auftere;  but  rather  being 
al  fweetnes  and  benignity  aril! 
abounding  in  al  goodnes  and 
A a mercy 
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mercy.  Thus  S.  Bernard. 

None  then , how  great  firmer* 
foeuer  they  be  ybut  may  be  Con- 
fident of  their  faluation } if  they 
haue  but^  recourfe  to  this  our 
fweet  and  pitiful  Lady  , who 
being  conftituted  the  mediatrix 
betwixt  Sinners  and  Almightie 
God,  moft  faithful  performes  the 
charge , and  like  a true  Mother  of 
mercy  ftands  alwayes  with  open 
artnes  ready  to  embrace  thofe  fin- 
ners  who  haue  their  refuge  vnto 
her, & it  is  impoffible  they  should 
perish , if  they  haue  but  recour/e 
vnto  her  as  they  ought  , if  you 
W'il  beleeue  S.  Anfelmc  in  his 
Booke  of  the  miracles  bf  the  EL 
Virgin : O happy  Mary  ( fayes  he  ) 
as  the  jinn er  whom  you  forfa^e  and 
deteft  cannot  but  gerish*  fo  who  con* 
(Veits  him  vnto  you , and  you  receive^ 
* and 
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and  our  Saniour,  cannot  but  be  faued. 
To  which  concords  thefe  excel- 
lent words  of  S.  Bernard  fo  fre- 
quent with  preachers  to  giue 
hope  vnto  the  defperat  finr^r  :'0 
man  ( fay e,  this. great  Do&of  )thou 
hajla  Jure  accejfe  to  God , ■vehere  the 
fonne  j beholds , the  mother , and  the 
father  beholds  the  Sonne , whilft  the 
Mother  shews  her  fonne  the  breaft * 
that  gaue  him  fuc\  and  her  chafl 
i vombe  j the  fonne  to  his  father  his 
wounds  O'  pierced Jideiwhere  fo  many 
louingfignes  concurr  to  the  entertay - 
ning  thee,  thoucaH.fi  not  be  repelled . 

. And  this  cannot  but  be  a great 
comfort  to  pOore  dinners  , that 
they  know  they  haiae  with  the 
Eternal  Iudge  f»ch  an  Aduocat 
ltil  prefetit , or  rather  a mother 
indeed  who  is  his  mother  alfd* 
For  fo  -in  the  perfon  of  S.  Iobn, 
A a x our 
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our  Sauiour  on  the  Croffe  by 
thefe  words  , 'Woman  behold  thy 
fonne,  commended  her  for  mother 
vntovs  al ; at  which  time  fhe  had 
two  Tonnes  on  Mount  Caluary 
both  dead  , the  one  in  body , the 
other  in  foule,  one  by  the  tor- 
ments of  the  croffe } the  other  by 
languishing  of  fpirit  *,  of  which' 
one  was  her  natural  fonne  , the 
other  only  by  adoption  ,the  one 
Innocent  the  other  culpable. This 
in  thefe  words  S.  Anfelme  would' 
fay  : O share  refuge  that  we  hauey 
( fayes  he  ) the  Mother  of  God  is 
our  mother  alfo,  and  either  of  her  chil- 
dren fcffred  death , in  his  paftion  , the 
one  njpon  the  crojje  3 the  other  by  In- 
fidelity  i I udgeyou  in  whathitternes 
of  mind  the  while  was  the  B.  Virgin, 

, t^c.  > • 

And  fo  there  in  -no  Mother 

would 
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would  more  reioyce  , to  fee  her 
only  fonne  reuiued  fromdeatHtcy 
life  againe , then  the  B.  Virgin 
doth  when  a {inner  repents  and 
hathrecourfetoher  ; and  for  md 
lam  of  opinion , that  fhe  glorieS 
in  no  title  more  ( excepting  that 
nf  Mother  ofGod  ) then  ofbeing 
Mother  of  finners , and  confe- 
quetly  is  moil  glad  when  fhe  may 
.shew  it  moft : M aria  mater  gratia , 
mater  mifericordia  •,  fayes  the  holy 
xhurchj  the  very  found  of  whofe 
name,  me  thinks , hath  acertaind 
.fweetnes  in  it , that  promifeth  al 
grace  and  clemency  .•  In  confi- 
dence of  which , S.  Ignatius  the 
martyr  who  liued  in  the  Apoftles 
tymes,thus  fupplicats  vntoher : 
Seceiueme  then , layes  he,  /» thebe-* 
fame  of  your  maternal  fiety^youwho 
are  themother  of  the  foueraine  Vehy, 
Aa  5 true 
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true  Mother  of ourSauiourmd  of  (in- 
ner s by  adoption.  She  ispaintedyiri 
a long  veftraent  , voder  which, 
many  are  protected  , to  fighify 
the  maternal  care  fhe  hath  ouer 
them  , & amongft  the  reft  3th£ 
Fathers  of  S.  Dominicks  Order,, 
are  pi<ftured  fo3  vpon  this  occa- 
sion, ( as  S.  Brigit  receiued  it  by 
Reuelatfon)  >*S.  Dominick  neare 
his  happy  end , thus  with  teares 
in  his  eyes  comierted  himfeffe 
vntothe  B.  V irgjn and  fayd  \ Re- 
ceive , O faueraine  Queene , re- 
ceiue  my  brothers  , whotn  with 
fuch  care  I haue'  nourished  arid 
educated  vnder  the  fpreadfg-vaild 
of  your  great  mercy  *,  goueriie 
them , and  giue  thcm  fuch  force 
and  coutage  , as  their  ancient 
Enemy  may  newer  preuayle 
againft  them  5.T0  whom  she  an-' 

fwereds 
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fWeredi  I promife  you  ,_my  belo- 
ued  Dominick  for  that  you  haue 
lotted  me  better  then  your  felfe, 
to  take  a tender  care  and  prqte- 
$ipnofyours;&to  receiue  bpth 
them,  and  althofe  wbo  shal  em- 
brace your  Rule  vnder  the  couett 
of  my  vfeyle,  which  is  my  mercy, 
the  benefit  of  which  and  but  de*- 
mand  it  >1  refofe  to  none.  From 
whence^  we  may  perceiue,  how 
great  her  mercy  is  to  her  denoted 
feruants'jto  finners  who  haue  re*- 
oourfe  vnto  her sand  finally  to  aj, 
•hi  that  she.  is  theMothet  of  God', 
the  Mother  of  grace  and  mercy  s 
the  mediatrix  betwixt  God  and 
.man  , one,  of  the  greateft  digni- 
ty esshehath  jnheauen.  / 
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The  Twelfth  Starr  declared* 

THe  twelfth  and  laft  Starr, 
which  diffufes  oner  the 
World  its  brighter  rayes,  is  the 
(Vniuerfal  honour  , exhibited  to 
our  B.  Lady.,  both  from  the  An- 
gels in  heauen,  and  menon  earthy . 
al  calling  her  Bleffed  Jin  fulfilling 
that  prophet  ie  of  hers : Behold , tH 
nations  shut  cal  mebleffed^  and  she 
giues  the  reafon  *,  Becaufe  the 
mighty  hath  done  great  t hings  for 
me.  Thus  this  diuine  Oracle  ofve* 
rity  hath  prefaged  of  her  felfev 
that  for  her  gratious  priui ledges, 
and  fublime  dignity  esheretofore 
declared ,.  she  should  be  called 
Blejfed  by  al  the  nations  of  the 
Yniuerie. 

And 
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And  fait  is,  for  there  is  no  cli- 
mat  fo  remote,  no  nation  fo  bar- 
barous no  people  fo  vncultiuat, 
where  the  mother  of  God  is  not 
bleiTed  and  adored,  and  her  name 
celebrated  by  the  tilte  of  the 
Queene  of  Heauen  and  earthy 
The  firft  Chriftian  confecrated 
Temples  and  ere&ed  Altars  to 
her  honour  thofe  now  make  fo- 
lemnevowes  ,and  inftitut  Soda- 
lities in  her  name,fo  as  there  is 
no  countrey  great  or  litle , fertile 
or  barren,  where fome  Church  or 
Oratory  is  not  dedicated  to  hoe 
name,  nor  any  man  fo  impious 
and  wicked , who  hath  not  fome 
particular  dettotion  to  her  ; yea 
the  I ewes  theinfelues , according 
to  Iofephus  in  his  Antiquityes, 
though  mortal  enemy es  t<*  the 
liarae  of  Chriftan , are  yet  effufed 

A a v in 
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in  her  pray  feiand  S.  Bonauentur* 
kyes,  this.  they,  affirrae  of  her,, 
that  though  on  the  ejne  tide  she  ■ 
was  exceeding  beautiful , yet  on 
the  other  she  neuer  ftirred  vpp  in 
her  beholders  other  thenchaftde-* 
fires-,  her  modeft  and,-  maieftick 
prefence  repelling  al  vnchafte 
thoughts  , and  purifying,  their 
mindes  with  whom,she  was  prer- 
fent.  Neyther  do  the  Nations 
more  Infidel  &c  Barbarous  render 
her  lelfe  reuerence;finceaccor- 
dingto,  S.  Antonin  in  the  third-* 
part  of  hisSutnme,  the  very  Tor- 
ies at)d  Moores  in  their  Mofquees 
Rrayfe  honour  her , andhaUe 
her  name  in  fuch  veneration , as 
whofoeuer  hlafpheme  or  fpeake 
irreuerently  of  it  , they  punish  , 
thepvimoft  rigoroufly.  Whence 
we,  may  fee,  how  vniuerfally  bo- 

nouredS 
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n cured  she  is , which  is  the  di4 
gnityreprefented  by  the  Twelfth 
Stan,  with  which  we  conclude 
the  contexture  df  her  glorious 
Crowne. 

The  faithful  Chriftian  then, 
who  would  cal  to  memory  thefe 
twelu,e  prerogatiues  of  the  B. 
Virgin  , or  rather  would  crowne 
her  with  thefe  r a.  bright  ftarrs, 
muft  euery  day  in  memory  of 
them  make  twelue  reuerencesdr 
inclinations  > which  whil?  he 
doth)  in  profound  filence)  he  is 
to  cal  to  mind  the  immenfity  of 
her  greatnes  in  them,  and  endea- 
uour  to  produce  as  many  A 61s  of 
complacence  and  congratulation 
with  her  for  them  , according  to 
the  inftru6lions  we  haue  giuen 
heretofore.  There  are  many  fpi- 
xitual  perfons,  who  in  memory 
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o£  thofe  it.,  ftarrs , vfc  to  recite- 
twelue  times  the  *4ue  Maria  3 fa- 
luting  her  as  often  in  that,  man-* 
neras  the  B.  Archangel  S.  Ga* 
briel.  did. 

I would  counfehalfo,,  to  do 
thefe  reuerences  with  more  de* 
uotion , and  to  ftirr  vp  our  affec- 
tion more  to  the  feruiceofthe  B, 
Virgin , that  at  euery.  reuerence 
they  would  expreife  by  word,  of 
mouth  3 her  feueral  dignities  and 
prerogatiues , which  for  that  pur- 
pofe  1 jptaue  breifty  heere  expref- 
fed.  • 

I.  I reuerence  and:  adore  you,  <3 
' bJeffed.  Mary , the  moil  ilkt* 
f $ rious  Daughter  of  the  foue- 
f wine  and  eternal  Emperour. 
a.  I reuerence  and  adore  you, 
the  celeftial  Spoufe  of  the  ho* 
Jy  Ghoft. 
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f.  I reuerence  and  adore  you, the 
gloriousMotherof  the  Incar- 
nat  Word. 

4.  I reuerence  and  adore  you. 
Mother  of.  the  Omnipotent 
God. 

I reuerence  and  adore  you, 
both  Daughter , Spoufe , and 
Mother  of  the  holy  T rinity. 

4.  I reuerence  and  adore  you, 
who  are  highly  feated  in.  a 
Throne  of  glory  aboue  al  the 
Hierarchiesof  Heauen. 

7.  I reuerence  and  adore  you, 
Treafurer  of  ar  the  riches  and 
graces  of  the  Diuinky. 

8.  I reuerence  and  adore  you, 
moft  glorious  Queen  of  Hea- 
uep. 

9.  I reuerence  and  adore  you, 
moft  worthy  Lady  of  the  An- 
gels.. 


5^>  6 %ji,  Jtttihod  to  lo 
iovI  reuerence  and  adore  you, 
Emprefle  ©f  al  the  Vniuerfe. 
if i I reuerence  and  adore  you, 
. our  moft  pittiful  Mother  and 
faithful  Adoorat. 
ii-  I reuerence  and  adore  you, 

, ; whom  at  Kings^and  Moriarkef 
of  the  earthdoJreuerenee,  and 
whom  al  heauenly  Courtiers* 
, adore.  - 


^Another fortof Adoration  ,-which 
for  the  greater  variety  of  the 
deuoiit  /truants  of  the  2 Vir- 
gin,  1 haw  heere  annexe, 

1*T  Reuerence  and  adore  you, 
1 O B. Virgin  Mary,  withal 
the  Angels  of  heauen.  ' 

1*  I reuerence  and  adore  you, 

with 
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withal  the  Archangels* 

}•.  I reuetence  and  adore  you, 
with  al  the  Vertues. 

4.  I reuerence  and  adore  you, 

with  al  the  Principalities, 
y.  I reuerence  and  adore  you,, 
with  al  the  Powers. 

6,  I reuerence  and  adore  you,, 
with  al  the  Dominations. , 

7,  I reuerence  and  adore,  you* 

. with  al  thci.Thrones.  ?■/ 
& I reuerence  and  adore  yo^*- 
: with  al  the  Gherubins. 

9,  I reuerence  and  adore  you, 
with  al  the  Serapbins. 

10.  I reuerence  and  adore  you, 
OB.  Virgin  Mary,  Withal  the. 
Nations  of  the.  world. 

Hi  I reuerence  and  adore  you, . 
withal  the  farth&h  departed 
foules.  . : * • > 1 

ifc  I reuerence  and  adore,  you,' 

with. 
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with  al  Creatures  of  Heauerrr^ 
earth,  and  depts  below. 

Thefe  rz.  reuerences  the’ 
zealous  honourer  of  the  B.  V irgi  n 
is  to.  make  with  great  refentmeno 
and  reflexion  of  min&becaufe  of 
the  profound  my fteries  contai- 
ned in  themy  And  by  fo  doing, 
he  shal  adorne  the  head  of  the  Bi 
Virgin , a mote  grateful  Crowne 
of  thefe  ix.  Starrs, then  if  it  were 
al  compofed  of  ix.  of  the  richeft 
Jewels  in  the  world,  nay  of  iz- 
of  the  mod  radiant  Starrs  in  hea- 
uen.  : 

Touching  the  a&s  of  compla- 
cence , which  we  formerly  men- 
tioned-, I haueheere  fett  downe 
a forme  of  them,  which  each  one 
may  exercife  according  to  their 
deuotioo.  • 

Twelver 
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T’welue  Keuertnces  cdrreff>ondcni 
to  the  Zlefled  Virgins. 
i i.prerogMUes*  ; > 

J,^T\  Bieffed  Virgin,  I hartily 
congratulat  -and  reioyce 
with. you,  for  your  being  pre- 
Jeftinatfrom  al. eternity  t©  be 
Mother  ofoutSauiour  Chrift,, 
and  the  liuihg  San&uary  of 
the  holy  Ghoft. 

2 -O  B.  Virgin,!  hartily  congra- 
•tulat  and  reioyce  with  yew, 
for  being  concerned  withtout 
al  fpott  of.  original  finne  , in 
liich  manner,  as  yon.  out- shine 
in  purity  & fpiendor  the  very 
Angels  themieluesi 

-3.  Q B.  Virgin  I hartily  cangra- 

tulat 
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tulat  and  reioyce  with  you,  for 
your  being  the  fir  ft  in  confe- 
crating  your  Virginity  to  Gody 
which  to  many  Virgins  haue 
imitated  finte.. 

4.  O B~  Virgin  , I\hartily  con- 
gratulat  and  reioyce  with  yoU, 

- for  being  Mother  of  the  Om- 
nipotent., the  higheft  honour 
. which  youhaue  in  he.auen,  and 
.1  on  which  al  your  dignity  de- 
: i pends. 

'S' <*  O B.Vigin  i &c;  for  the  holy 
Ghofts  illuminating  you,  in  fo 
. excellent  a manner , at  the  ho- 
Jy  I ncarnation  of  the  Sonne  of 
*.•  God;  - 

6.  Q B;  Virgin,  I hart  fly  congra- 
;•  tulat  andreioyce  with  you,for 
your  being  fo  replenishdd  with 
diuine  grace,  & endowed-  With 
- aljrare  vertueand  perfe&ion. 

7. 0 
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7.  O.  B.V irgin  , See.  f<5r  your  tli- 
. gnity  of  biihg  of  neareft  truft 

and  lecrecy  with  the  foueralne 
Monarkc  both  of  heauen  and 
earth. 

8.  OB.  Virgin, &C,fdf  thathigfi 
priuiledge  of  yoars^tohiue 

. perpetual  fruition  of  the  wif- 
dome  of  Aim*  God.  yl. 

S*  Q B.  Virgin  y&c.  for  your 
being  fo  highly  feated  injan 
eminent  Throne  aboue  altfhe 
Quires  of  Angels. 

10.  O B.  Virgin,  V hartfly  con- 
• gratulatand  reioyce  Vithyou, 
- „ ,£or  thegneat  potyer  ahd  author 
: *?ty  you  hane  oiler  ai  the  V'nid 
uerfe,and  for  that  both  heaueh 
earth  &thedepts  below.  Obey1 
. ypur,  Commendements. 

%fc.  O Bt  Virg£tt\  8§c.  add  with1 
our  fekiesyfor  youir  biihg^idr 

care- 
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reful  & affe&ionat  Mother  ,ani£ 
like  a faithful  - Ad  uocat  procu- 
ring euery  way  our  greater 
good  and  aduancement. 

*z.  O B.  Virgin:  &c.  finally  for 
that  al  the  world  honours  and 
adores  your  name , celebrats 
your  prayfes , and  pray  fes  your 
graces.,  merits  , & perfe&ions*. 

, And  this  deuotion  of  -taking 
complacence  in  the  'B.  Virgins 
f>erfe<2ions  and  dignity es , is  fo- 
uerainly  grateful  vnto  her}  as  was 
manifeft  to  S.  Brigit  in  herReue- 
Jations  vpon  this  occafion.  Her 
ionne  being  a braue  and  noble 
fpirit,  dying  in  the  holy  warrs, 
she  anxious  for  his  fonle  , be- 
fought  the,  JJi,  Virgin  to  reueale 
yn^duher^in  what  efiate.it  was* 

• , wheni 
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whcnbehold,when  she  was  in  the 
greateft  feruour  of  her  deuotion, 
the  B.  Virgin  appeared  vnto  her, 
and  comforted  her  in  this  fort*,  my 
deare  daughter,' fayd  she  ,be  no 
longer  folicitous  for  your  Tonne, 
for  I haue  taken  care  of  his  Valua- 
tion,in  vifiting  himbefore  hisde- 
ceafe , and  rendring  his  hart  inac- 
ceffibletoal  forts  of  temptations, 
and  fo  as  no  doubt  of  faith  could 
bow  it  frorothe  re&itud  it  was  in, 
nay  more  , I made  the  palfage  of 
death  both  Tweet  and  eafy  for 
him,  to  the  end  the  feare  amd  ter- 
tour  of  it  might  not  tranfport  him 
either  to  impatience  ordefpaire. 
So, I cleared  his  chamber  of  thofe 
diuels  aflembled  there,  to  lay  fna- 
res  for  his  foule , and  intrapp  it  at 
its  departure  thence, and  at  the 
inftant  of  his  foule  and  body  es  fe- 

para- 
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paratiqn  ,1  took  it4  itx  nayne  aty- 
ues,yn<jerthe  ptote&io  ofwhich, 
I caryed-itfafeaway  from  its  in- 
fernal enemy  es. 

. And  the  reafon  nf  this  tedernes 
of  hets  she  declared  in  another 
reuelation  , when  one  day  the 
holy  Saint  malting  her  prayers  at 
the  Sepulcher  of  Chrift , was  ra- 
uisht  in  extafy  into  a fumptuous 
Pallace  , where  she  beheld  our 
Sauipur  Chrift  on  an  Imperial 
Throne,  and  his  B.  Mother  fat- 
ted by  his  fide,  withan  infinity  of 
Angels  incircling  them  aboutj 
Prefently  after, she  beheld  her 
fonne  prefent,  al  trembling  & in 
great  difmay  before  this  Thro- 
ne to  receiue  his  Iudgement 
there  ,-his  Angel  Guardian  on 
his  right  hand,  and  the  diuel  on 
his  left,  who  with  a horrible 

voice 
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voycethus  cryed  out  .*  moft  om- 
nipotent Iudge  yI  appeale  to  ycfa 
forluftice  a and  right  of  the  grea-' 
teft  iniury,  that  wap  euer  offered 
me; your  Mother  againft  al  equity 
hath  raursht  thatwicked  fouleout 
of  roy,  hands,  entring  hi*  cham- 
ber at  th*  houreofhis  death , and 
excluding  tne  and  my  company, 
hath  debarred  me  of  that  priui- 
ledge  which . ybd  hade  granted 
me , to  tempt  euery  foule  at  the 
.article  of  ty me , when  it  Wil  beft 
be  teftified  whether  they  belong 
to  me  or  you , then  which  grea- 
ter iniuftice  can  there  be  imagi- 
ned ? To  this , the  b.  Virgin  an- 
fwered  , though  thou  aft-  the  fa- 
ther of  lyes,  yet  in  this  thou  haft 
but  declared  the  truth,  I haue  don 
al  this  indeed, and  my  reafon  for 
it:  was  this;:  This  foule , -while ft 

was 
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Wascouuerfent  in  the  world  ,was* 
fo  deuoted  to  me  , as  it  reioyced. 
^ndtooke  complacency  in  my  di- 
gnity of  being  Mother  of  Aim. 
God,  and  at  my  exaltation  aboue 
al  the  quires  of  heauen  , the  plea- 
sure of  which  it  would  not  haue 
exchanged  for  al  the  content- 
ments andpleafures  of  the  world* 
fudge  then  if  I had  not  iuft  rea- 
fon  to  do  vhatl  did  :K)  but  ( re- 
plyed  the  diuel)  , al  this  cannot 
excufe  it  from  an  Tniury  to  me, 
your  debarring . me  accede  to 
tempt  him,  asalfo.your  receiuing 
his  departing  foule , and  conue- 
ying  it  hither  which  cheifly  be- 
longs to  me  j when  conuerting 
himfelf  vnto  the  Iudge  he  fayed, 
of  you  then I demand  iufticefwho 
ought  to  be  as  equitable , as  you 
are  powerful  ) againft  this  wi- 
cked 


Digitized  by  Google 


and  ferict  the  S.ZJ .Mary,  5 77 
eked  fouleheer,  who  being  arri- 
ved vnto  theyeares  of  diferetion, 
in  deed  of  taking  the  right  hand 
way  of  your  commandements  , 
went  on  the  left, in  his  tranfgref- 
fing  them;  wherefore  I demand 
but  Iuftice  that  he  be  condemned; 
and  heer  he  infilled  in  particula- 
rifing  his  mortal  and  venial  fins ; 
at  this , his  good  Angel  inter- 
pofed  himfelfe  faying; thou  wi- 
cked feind,  al  this  is  but  true, I 
grant  w$iat  thou  haft  fayd  ; but 
knoweft  thou  not , that  his  holy, 
Mothers  prayers  inceffantly  offe- 
red vp  vnto  Aim.  God  for  him, 
haue  cancelled  thefie , and  obtay- 
ned  for  him  a true  contrition,  and 
facramental  abfolution  for  them 
before  he  dyed ; befides  her , and 
his  many  other  holy  workes  don 
in  fatisfa&ion  of  them,  how  then 
B <anft 

/ 
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canft  thou  haue  the  impudence 
to  vrge  them  any  more?  goe 
home,  and  keepe  company  with 
damned  foules  , looke  not  after 
him,  for  he  is  a fauedone.  At  this, 
the  diuel  vanifhed  away. 

And  by  this  we  may  fee , the 
benefit  of  being  deuoted  to  the 
B.  Virgin,  of  the  prayers  of  o- 
thers  for  them , and  of  dying  in  a 
good  eftate, prepared  vnto  it  by 
true  contrition  and  Confeflion. 


indferuethe  33  V,  Mary.  57^ 


^4n  excellent  way  of  adoring  the 
33,  Virgin , in  remanbrtng  the 
ioyes  which  the  had  hee  re. 

Chap.  XX.  * 


’He  common  opinion 

[is,  that  the  B.  Virgin 
*had  in  this  world,fea- 
Juen  ioyful  times  in 
particular. 

:.s  The  firftwas,  at  her  Annuncia- 
tion/ 

The  fecondjthe  V ifitationof  Si 
Elizabeth. 

The  third , the  glorious  Natii 
jiity  of  our&auiour  Chrift. 

The  fourth  , the  Adoration  of 
the  three  Kings* 

Bb  z the 
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The  fifth , at  the  finding  of  her 
B.  fonne  In  theTempIe. 

The  fixtli  , at  our  B.  Sauiours 
apparition  to  her  after  his  mo  ft 
glorious  Refurre&ion . 

The  feuenth  ,her  happy  deceafe, 
and  glorious  AfTumption  into 
Heauen. 

Now  her  deuout  feruants  may 
dayly  adminifter  her  matter  of 
fresh  Ioy  ,by  calling  thefe  vnto 
remembrance  , and  occafion  to 
themfelues  a great  iocreafe  of  me- 
rit and  glory.  The  Angel  Ga- 
briels falutation  to  her  of 
&c.  was  no  other  then  an  Inuita- 
tion  to  reioyce } according  to  the 
interpretation  of  Origen  j fothe 
holy  Church  fings  her  Antiphon: 
Gaude  tvivgo  gloridjk  , &*ci  and  in 
other  ’.XegrHa  cali  Id  tare  &c.  and 

bids  her  reioice  and  be  glad  5 and 
* • 


and ferue  the  2?.  V.  Mary . y8i 
in  a third  j Gaude  & Utare  Virgo 
Maria. 

Let  vs  then  announce  vnto  her 
Ioy  by  commemorating  thofe 
her  feauen  loyful  myfteries  , in 
this  following  Method , making 
at  each  one  of  them  a low  refe- 
rence. 

j.  Reioyce,  O B.  Mary , for  that 
vpon  the  falutation  of  the  hea- 
venly meffinger } you  conceit 
- ued  in  your  facred  wombe  your 
^ fonne,to  the  incredible  confo- 
Iation  of  yoUr  fouler 
Reioyce , O B.  Mary,  ior  that 
you  burning  with  diuine  loue, 
&nd  incited  by  the  holy  G hoft, 
ouercome  the  toyle  and  labour 
of  pafling  ouer  the  high  moun- 
taines  of  Iury,and  vHitedyour 
cofen  Elizabeth , where  you 
heard  her  vttering  your  cel  e- 
Bb  $ Rial 
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Rial  praifes  ,and  magnify  edirf 
(pirityour  Lord  and  Sauiour. 
j.  Reioyce,0  B„Mary , for  that 
afthe  end  of  nine  moneths  ,y  ou 
brought  forth  into  the  world, 
the  fo  long  expe&ed  Meflias, 
bright  as  the  fun  of  heauen, 
while  al  the  celeftial  Angels, 
played  in  the  beames  of  him* 
to  your  vnfpeakeable  comfort. 
4.  Reioyce,  O B.  Mary,  for  that 
you  (aw  the  three  Kings  ado- 
ring your  B.  Sonne , and  con-4 
eeiuedafortunat  prefagefrom* 
thence,  of  the  Gentils  coniier- 
(ion. 

y.  Reioyce,  Gi  Bk  Mary , for  that 
after  three  dayes  fearch , you 
found  your  B,  Sonne, to  your 
exceffiuegladnes,  amongft  the 
. Do&ours  in  the  Teple , where 
you  were  aflonifht  amogft  the 

reftx 
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and feme  the  S.Zd. Mary' 
reftjto  heare  him  expound  the 
deepeft  myfteries  of  the  hqly 
Scripture,  foe  clearly  ,and.with 
fuch  admirable  perfpicacity. 

<5*  Reioyce,0  B.Virgin,  for  that 
after  three  day  es  deluge  of  tea- 
res  , by  the  appearing  of  your 
glorious  Sonne  in  his  Refur- 
redion,they  were  al  dryed  vp, 
and  you  exceedingly  reioyc’t 
and  comforted. 

7'  Reioype , O S'.  Mary , for  that 
al  the  Apoftles  being  aflfera- 
bled  together  at  the  happy 
houre  of  your  departure  out  of 
this  mortal  life, the  third  day 
after  you  were  glorioufly  Af- 
fumpted  into  heauen , where 
now  you  fitt  crowned  and  in- 
flated by  the  holy  Trinity 
Queene  of  Angels  and  of  all 
the  Yniuerfe. 

Bb  4 S.  An- 

Digitized  by  GoOgk 


5 8 4 Method  to  lode 

S.  Anfelme , amongft  out 
Ladyes  miracles,  records  this  for 
one  *,  thatacertaine  deuout  Reli- 
gious man,whofe  cuftome  it  was* 
dayly  in  his  deuotios,  to  remem- 
ber the  7.  loyes  of  our  B.  Lady, 
Being  now  neere  his  end,  and  ex- 
ceeding fear  fuf  of  that  laftAgo- 
nie  ,our  B.  Lady  appeared  vnto 
him  , and  comforting  him  fayd, 
my  fonne  why  shouldyou  fearei 
you  who  haue  fo  often  reioyced 
■me  with  the  remembrance  ofthe 
greateft  loyes  I had  in  my  mortal 
'life  >.  take  courage  , and  aflfure 
your  felfe  no  euil  shal  happen 
vnto  you , but  you  shal  foone  be 
partaker  of  thole  loyes  which  you 
haue  fo  often  announced  to  me : 
With  whofe  celeftial  prefence  he 
was  fo  comforted,  that  forgetting 
Bis  ficknes  while  he  endeauoured 


and ferue  the  eB.  V,  Mary.  jr8y 
to  rife , and  through  ioy  to  caft 
bimfelf  at  her  feet , his  foule  pre- 
uented  his  body , and  went  out 
before  to  the  fruition  of  thofe 
Ioyes  which  she  had  promifed 
him. 

The  forefayd  Ioyful  myfteries 
•may  be  diftributed  to  each  Houre 
of  the  Office  of  the  B.  Virgin, 
The  firftj  at  Mattins *,  the  fecond, 
at  Prime*,  the  third,  at  the  Third 
Houre  > The  fourth  ,at  the  Sixty 
The  fifth,  at  the  Ninthythe  fixtj 
at  Vefpers  > and  the  feaiienth , it 
Complin^  On  each  one  of  which 
we  way  deuoutly  meditat  the 
while , andfoin  the  like  manner 
we  may  meditat  then  on  our 
Beads  *,  a deuotion  moft  accepta- 
ble to  our  B.  Lady  yas  from  this 
Example  we  may  perceiue,re- 
"-wounted  by  Pelbert  inthe  Steh 

Bb  v lary 
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lary  of  the  B.  Virgin*  * 

There  was , fayes  he,  a yong; 
man  , who  making  himfelfe  Re- 
ligious of  S.  Francis , his  Order, 
was  accuftomed  beforehe  entred 
into  Religion  , to  crowne  a cer- 
taine  Image  of  our  Lady  with  a 
Wreath  of  Rowers  which  he  dayly 
gathered  for  that  intent  , but 
being  once  become  Religious,, 
Wanting  the  commodity  of  flo- 
wers, Re  intermitted  this  deuo- 
tion  , though  To  vnwillingly  as- 
lhe  ifeauingi  that , made  him  re- 
lohie  atlaft , to  leaue  being  Reli- 
gious alfo  ^and  being  vpon  the 
point  of  departing  the  Conuent,. 
beholdourB.Lady  appeared  vnto 
him  faying^  leaue  off  that  your  fo 
pernicious  refolue  vpon  fo  triuial 
an  occafion  , and  i f you  defire  to 
-vndertafee  a deubtioa  gratefiil 

vntK> 
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vnto  me,  in  fteed  of  making  me  a 
material  crowne  of  flowers , of- 
fer me  vp  a fpiritual  one,  of  falu- 
tations , and  I shal  be  farre  more 
delighted  with  it,  and  the  forme 
of  it  shalbe  this:  you  shal  firft  fay 
a Pater  nofler , in  memory  of  the 
I oy  I concerned  when  the  Angel 
faluted  me  and  the  Eternal  word 
was  Incarnat  in  my  wombe , and 
lay.  io.  Marias  in  confe- 
quence  thereof.  Secondly  , you 
shal  do  as  much  > in  memory  of 
the  Ioy  I had  in  vifiting  my  co- 
fen Elizabeth  : and  fo  forth, vnto 
the  feauenth  Ioy  I had  •,  which 
you  shal  conclude  with  the  laft 
three  \Aue  Marias  of  your  Bea- 
des , fo  the  whole  number  wi| 
amount  to  7.  Paters  and  6$.  ~4uc 
Marias  i ; which  deuotion  if  you 
shal  dayly  performe  in  mine  ho- 
nour 
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nour , know  you  shal  much  more 
pleafe  me  ythe n in  that-  other  de* 
uotion  which  you  had  > and  ha- 
uing  iayd  this-,  she  vanifhecF 
away , leauing  him  exceedingly 
comforted  and  ftrengthehed  in 
his  vocation.  Nowit  hapnedthat 
whilft  one  day  he  was  perfor- 
ming this  deuotion,  acertaine 
Religious  beholding  him  by 
chance , fawe  an  Angel  Handing 
by  him  , threading  on  a golden 
thread  , as  many  rofes  as  the  No- 
uiee  Iayd  Aue  Marias  , and  for 
each  Paternofter  a golden  lilly  :af 
Vhicb  when  the  Nouice  had  done 
he  joined  them  together  , and 
crowned  his  head  with  them  * the 
Religious  man  aftonifhedat  this 
vifion, charged  him  by  vertue  of 
holy  obedience  , to  declare  vnto 
himwhatdeuotios  he  vfed>  which 

he 
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Redoing  with  great  fincerity,the 
Religious  man  encouraged  him 
to  perfift  therin,affuring  him  it 
was  a deuotion  the  B.  V irgin  was 
delighted  with. 

And  S.  Bernard  exercifingthis 
deuotion  our  B.  Lady  appeared' 
vnto  him  once , faying  vntohimi 
my  fonne,  this  deuotion  of  thine, 
is  exceeding  grateful  to  me,  and 
that  thoumayll  perceiue  fo  much,. 
I haue  obtained  of  my  fonne  for 
thee  in  reward  thereof, the  grace 
of  preaching,  and  of  working  mi- 
racles \ befides  , I promife  you, 
one  day  to  make  you  participant 
ofthofe  Ioyes  which  you  dayly 
calto  reme  mbrance  •,  and  defitto 
foone  after,  the  holy  Saint  began 
to  be  famous  indeedfor  miracles, 
and  to  abound  in'  innumerable 
^saces , and  conuerted  a world  of 

foules 
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loules  by  his  learned  preachings 
and  force  of  his  miracles. 


Of  the  Interiour  Reuerences  vre 
are  to  exhibit  to  the  (jlorious • 
Queene  of  Hrauen,  and  of  the 
place,  time  > &*  occafon  of txer~ 
cifing  them, 

A P.  XXL. 
ItheRTo  we  haue 
fpoken  of  the  Ado- 
rations we  are  to 
make,  the  exteriour 
accompanying  the 
interiour } with  relation  to  mans 
compofition  confifting  both  of 
% body  and  foule  j Now  becaufe 
thofe  exteriour  are  not  alwayes 
to  be  performed  , neither  are  all 

places 


Ch 


and  feme  tkejBXJ  .Mary,  j 9 1 
places  and  times*  accomodate  fot 
them , we  wilonly  fpeak  of  fuch' 
interiour  Adorations  as  we  may. 
be  exercifing,  they  being  only, 
ads  of  adoration  produced  by  the. 
Wil  i which  according  toS.Tho- 
mas  }are  thofe  which  the  Blelfed 
inheauenonly  exhibit  vntb.Alro*- 
God.  Thefe  then , there  is  none 
but  may.  performe , when  in  the 
performance  of  the  others,  they 
are  hindred  either  for  want  of 
commodity  of  place  or  time,  and' 
thefe  indeed  are  the  moft  excel- 
lent of  al , and  moft  acceptable  to 
Alm.God,as  thofe  without  which* 
the  others  were  nothing  worth. 

And  it  being  our  principal 
fcope,  to  treat  of  reuerencing  the 
Mother  of  God,  we  wil  only  ex- 
emplifye  in  that,  and  inftru&her 
votaries  in  the  place  ,and  Time, 

when 
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when  and  where  they  are  princi- 
pally to  be  exercifed.  In  al  times 
and  places  they  may  comodioufly 
be  produced  , but  cheifly  when- 
for'.the  company  of  others  we 
cannot  exercife  any  other  deuo- 
tion,asalfo  when  we  ride, walke, 
eate,  or  take  repofe  ; at  al  which- 
times  it  is  but  l ifting  vp  our  mind' 
to  heauen  ,*nd  to  fay  with  our 
hart:  I humbly  adore  you , O B. 
mother  of  my  Sauiour  Ghrift ; I- 
adore  you  O Queene  of  Angels, 
or  the  like  > in  only  doing  of 
which,  we  fan&ify  al  we  do , raa- 
ling  euery  one  of  thofe  indiffe- 
rent actions,  *quiualent to  pra- 
yer : happy  the  ground  they  goe 
on,  happy  thebrea&they  eate , & 
the  reft  they  take , who  are  fo  ex- 
crcifed  the  while  * So  when  the 
Clo$l  ftrikes,  it  were  a good  de* 

uotion 
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iaotion  in  this  fort  to  eleuat  out 
mind  ya#alfo  before  eachHoure 
©f  our  B.  Ladyes  Office , produ- 
cing an  ad  of  interiour  compla- 
cence , faying  with  our  heart : I 
exceedingly  reioice  OB.  Virgin, 
for  your  high  honor  of  being  Mo- 
ther of  God,  of  being  Queene  of 
heauen,  &c.  which  cannot  but  be 
snoft  acceptable  and  grateful  Vnto 
her.  In  the  meane  time  this  de- 
uotion  Were  beft  perfomed  on 
their  knees  , it  being  a pofture 
moft  repugnant  to  flouth  and  te- 
pidity* 

Befides,  for  thofe  who.are  trou- 
bled with  infirmity  , age , or  any 
Other  weaknes  , this  deuotion 
Were  beft,  as  that  which  without 
any  difficulty  they  may  performe, 
fincethere  is  none  but  haue  their 
fpirit  free,  or  at leaftfo  free  , as 
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fpr  a glance  or  fo  they  may  refte<5fc 
it  vpon  heauen»how  euer  other-* 
wife  they  are  incutnbreds , And 
a great  confolation  this  ought  to 
be  to  euery  one,  that  without  any 
other  paynes , then  the  only  lil- 
ting vp  the  mind  to  God  ,fo  it  be 
don  with  fpirit  and  viuacity,  one 
may  iperit  lb  much , as  to  arriue 
to  moil  high  perfection.  When 
one  then,  is  fitting  by  the  fire , or 
repofing  on  the  bed,  let  them  but 
cxercife  their  mindes  in  thefe  In- 
terior ads  of  deuotion , and  euen 
when  they  feeme  to  men  moft 
idle,  they  shal  appeare  vnto  God 
moft  vertuoufly  imployed.  O 
moft  happy  imployment , that  a 
man  in  a manner  doing  nothing* 
may  do  as  the  very  Angels  in 
heauen.  And  while  lome^to  finde 
out  folitud  and  deuotion , retire 

them' 
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j them  to  the  Defarts  ,andliue  Ere- 
mites  liues , he  that  exercifetfc 
t but  thefe  adorations  , hathal  that 
„ within  himfelf,  which  they  feeke 
. abrqde  , and  may  affoone  arriue 
[ to  the  height  of  perfe&ion  by 
this  eafy  way , as  by  the  moft  fa- 
, tigable  they  can  go.Befides,  thefe 
' a&s  of  Adoration  haue  yet  ano- 
( ther  benefit,  that  they  expofe  vs, 

! not  to  vainglory  3 which  others, 

! perhaps  may  do3as  being  only  be- 
twixt God  and  our  felues  perfor- 
med i n the  mteriour  of  our  foule,. 
which  by  fo- much  the  more  in- 
•"  nobles  them  aboue  the  other,  a& 
the  faille  exceeds  the  body  inno^ 
bility,  and  therfore  ofthebcrdyes 
operations  we  are  to  haue'  no  re- 
gard at  al,  further  then  they  go 
accopanied  with  the  attention  of 
the  qaind^oformableto.thatfay-' 

ing; 
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of  the  Apoftle  Cor  for  alii  txtrei- 
tfitio  ad  modicum  vt  ilk  eft. 

But  to  returne  to  our  purpo/e, 
the  feruant  of  the  Queene  of 
heauen  is  to  the  vttermoft  bent 
of  fpirit  and  induftry  to  Imploy 
himfelfe  in  thefe  *interiour  Ado- 
rations,as farr  forth  as  the cir cu ra- 
ftances  of  time  place , & occafionr 
fhal  giue  him  leaue.  Notwith- 
ftanding  he  is  to  haue  regard  the 
while  to  accompany  them  ( if  he 
can)  with  exterior  reuerence  both 
becaufe  the  one  much  aydes  the 
other , as  alfo  becaufethenegleft 
of  themalwayes  implyes  an  inex- 
orable negligenbe  y which  that 
Example  which  Pelbert  recounts, 
doth  wel  declare , happening  in 
bis  time  in  Hungary, and  recoun- 
ted vnto  him  by  a Religious  man 
of  worthy  credit , and  it  is  this- 

A 
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A Religious  of  the  fame  Order 
was  acc-uftomed  euer  at  the  ~>4«e 
Maria  bel,  or  *Angelta  Domini , to 
rife  out  of  his  bed  at  the  houres  of 
jiight , and  humbly  on  his  knees 
falute  the  Queen  of  heauen-,  This 
deuout  cuftome  once , being  per- 
fwaded  by  flouth  and  lazines , he 
omitted,  when  behold , being 
falne  a fleepe  againe,  he  feemed 
in  hjs  fleepe  to  fee,  the  Church 
fteeple  eue  incline  itfelf  vnto  the 
ground^  which  flight  three  times 
being  reprefented  vnto  him'  in 
ileepe,  at  laft  he  imagined  that 
he  heard  thefe  words  *,  Miferable 
and  negliget  creature  as  thou  art, 
art  thou  not  af  hamed  to  fee  euen 
fenflelfe  creatur  es  thus  bow  down 
themfelues  in  reuerence  to  the 
Mother  of  God,  whilft  thou  fen- 
flble  as  thou  art,  negle&efl:  it  ? by 

which 
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which  vifion  touched  Withja  liue- 
ly  forrow  for  this  negle&,  he  be- 
came mote  feruorous  thereafter 
in  his  deuotions. 

. Thefe  interiour  Reuerences 
•then  , although  of  themfelues 
they  be  of  neuer  fo  high  worth 
and  dignity,  yet  when  commo- 
dioufly  they  may  be  done , we  are 
neuer  to  negled  the  exteriour, 
but  flit  accompany  the  one  with 
the  other , that  the  feruour  of  the. 
one  ioynedwith  the  other  payne 
may  render  them  more  merito- 
rious *,  and  the  belt  place  for  the 
exercifing  thefe  deuotions  is, 
when  the  commodity  of  feme 
Chappelor  Oratory  is  offred  vs, 
at  which  time  we  are  vpon  our 
lcnees>,ina  more  particular  man- 
ner to  commend  our  felues  to 
Alm.God  and  his  BiMothen,  And 

of 
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of  this  we  haue  for  paterne  our 
Sauiour  Chrift , who  as  often  as 
he  afcended  to  Hierufalem  , re- 
payred  euer  to  the  Temple , the 
iirft  thing  he  did,  to  offer  vp  to 
his  eternal  Father  his  prayers  and 
adoratios.In  imitation  of  which, 
thofe  of  the  Capucines  Order 
haue  a conftitution  ,that  when 
they  arriue  in  any  place,  they  are 
iirft  of  al  to  refort  vnto  the 
Church,  and  the¥e  to  adore  the 
Bleflfed  Sacrament : the  words  of 
the  Conftitution  are  thefe:  Being 
arriued  tothe  place  where  we  are 
to  goe , to  shew  our  felues  true 
ionnes  of  the  Eternal  father,  we 
.are  firft  to  vifit  the  Church, 
where  hauing  donreuerence,&rc. 

And  diuers  by  thefe  meanes 
haue  efcaped  imminent  dangers; 
as  appeares  by  this  following 

holy 
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Itory  , recounted 'by  the  Illuftri’- 
cius  lames  Voragius  Archbishop 
of  Genua,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  B. 
Virgins  Aflumption. 

There  was  ( fayes  he ) aperlbn 
of  quality,,  whole  wife  excelled 
in  al  vertues , but  principally  in 
deuotion  to  the  B.  V irgin , fo  as 
no  day  paft  that  in  fome  reuerent 
and  Religious  manner  she  did  not 
honour  her.  $fow  it  happened 
that  her  husband  through  his  ex- 
cefiiue  prodigality,  at  laft  fel  into 
want  and  mifery , info  much  as 
one  day  fome  noble  men  inui- 
ting  themfelues  to  dinner  with 
him  ,and  he  wanting  rneanes  to 
entertayne  them , in  that  Iplen- 
did  and  aboundant  manner  as  he 
was  wont , to  avoyd  the  shame 
went  forth  into, a wood,  where  he 
intended  to  abfent  himfelf while 

they 
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they  might  be  come  and  gone 
without  taking  notice  of  their 
vifiting  him;  whilft  in  a Melan- 
coly  paffion  he  waiidred  vp  and 
down  then  revoluing  in  his  mind 
into  what  mifery  he  was  falne, 
behold  apejrfon  of  a horrible  af- 
pe£t,  mounted  vpon  a horfe  no 
lefle  horrid  then  he  appeared  vnto 
him,,  requefting  him  to  let  him 
Icnowhis  caufe  ofdifcontent;  To 
whom  the  Gentleman  { after  he 
bad  recolle&ed  his  fpirits  which 
feare  with  its  difmay , had  putt  to 
flightatfirft  ) declared  his  whole  . 
fortunes  ; at  which  ( quoth  the 
other  ) if  that  be  al  ,take  comfort, 
fori  wil  promife  you  (grant  me 
but  one  requeft  ) to  reduce  you 
to  an  eftate  more  riche  and  opu- 
lentthcn  euer  you  were  i n before; 
It  muft  be  a llrange  requeft{  fayd 

Cc  the 
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the  Gentleman  ) 1 fhould  not 
grant  you  vpon  that  condition* 
nay,  it  is  buteafy  in  performance? 
faydthe  diuel ) for  it  was  he  dif- 
guifed  in  that  f hape  ) to  witt,  that 
on  fuch  a certaine  day  and  Jioure 
you  bring  your  wife  along  with 
you  , and  meete  me  in  this 
place:&  this  being  agreed  vpon, 
the  diuel  directed  him  to  a caue  , 
where  he  foud  a mighty  treafure, 
by  the  helpe  of  which, recouering 
out  of  his  neceflity,he  liued  in  a 
more  noble  w?ytheneuer.  Now 
it  hapned,the  time  drawing  nigh, 
when  ( as  he  had  promifed  ) he 
was  to  take  his  iourney  with  his 
Wife  vnto  the  place  appointed, 
and  she  perceiuing  thatfom-what 
extraordinary  was  in  hand,by  his 
hafty  warning  her  to  prepare  to 
take  horfewith  him, and  the  trou- 
ble 
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Wc  of  his  Countenance, when  she 
could  by  no  meanesgett  out  of 
Jiim  what  it  was  * f he  Tecotn- 
mended  the  matter  to  the  B'. 
^Virgin  , & prefently  toolce  horfc 
fo  obedient  to  her  husband, as  ne- 
ucr  to  examine  further  his  inten- 
tions *,  Now  it  hapned  on  their 
way,  that  pafling  by  a litle  Chap- 
pel  dedicated  to  our  B.  Lady, the 
.Lady  by  the  eon&nt  of  her  hus> 

1 band,  lighted  and  went  in , only 
in  mind  to  do  her  deuotions , and 
1 jeturneagaine;  but  behold, whilft 
I with  prayers  and  teares  she  com- 
i ^mended  to  the  Queene  of  heauen 
jthe  good  fucceflfe  of  her  affayres, 
, she  was  diulnely  caft  into  a fleepe 
meane  W'hile  the  B.  Virgin  afifu- 
•(  med  her  shape , and  with  her  hus- 
f band  went  on  her  way. 
t They  were  no  fooner  arriued 
ij  C c z rft 
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at  the  entry  of  the  Wood , but the 
diuel  with  great  noyfe  and  turie 
appeared  vnto  the  Gentleman* 
not  daring  to  approch  vnto  hint 
for  feare  of  our  B.  Lady  ( whom 
prefently  he  knew)  but  calling  oa 
him  a Herne  regard  io  this  man- 
ner he fpake  vnto  him*  vngrate- 
ful  and  perfidious  as  thou  art  , k 
this  al  the  reward  I-haue,  for  thole 
great  benefits  thou  hallreceiued 
of  me?  didll  thou  not  promife  to 
condud  thy  wife  hither  vnto  me, 
and  in  her  fteed  had  thou  brought 
heer  the  mother  of  Alm<  God? 
It  was  againfl  thy  wife  ( lince 
againft  this  I cannot)  I intended 
to  auenge  my  felfe , for  her  being 
fo  diligent  in  the  honour  and 
firme  affe&ion  to  the  Queene  of 
heauen. 

Wherunto  the  B.  Virgin  thus 

an- 
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anfwered  him  : and  whence  is 
this  temerity  thou  abhominable . 
]Feind , that  thou  f houldft  dare  to 
\ offer  any  iniury  to  thofe  who  loue 
t and  reuerence  me  $ goe  hence  to 
1 Hel  againe , and  defift  from  mali- 
i cing  them , vpon  pay  ne  of  a grea- 
ter hel j theft  euer  yet  thou  feltft* 
When  the  diuel  with  a violent 
clatter, as  if  al  the  wood  had  been 
torne  vpby  the  rootes  ,ftrait  va- 
nished away  v and  left  the  Gentle- 
man in  fuch  affright , as  he  fell 
flattto  the  ground  before  theB. 
V irgins  feet , befeeching  her  par- 
don for  hisoffence-,  who  sharply 
reprehending,  him  for  it , com- 
manded him  to  goe  baclcvntothe 
Chappel , to  awake  his  wife  out 
> ©fher  trance,  and  returning  home 
with  her, to  difcharge  his  houfe  of 
al  thofe  il  gotten  goods  , fo  dam- 
1 *•'-  Cc  3 nable 
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nable  to  keepe  : A1  which  he 
punctually  did  , and  quitting 
both  thofe  goods  and  his  euil 
together  , he  became  in  short 
time  of  more  plentiful  fortune,  j 
then  euer  he  was  before , by  the 
fpecial  fauourof  the  Queeneof 
heauen^  who  is  alwayes  fuccou- 
rable  and  merciful  to  thofe , who 
implore  her  ayde  in  their  necef- 
fityes  ,and  aduantage  them  with 
high  graces  and  priuiledges  , who 
endeauour  to  honour  her  with 
this  excellent  fort  of  Adorations, 
as  wel  exterior  as  interior,  which 
hitherto  we  haue  largely  trea- 
ted of } together  with  the  rea- 
fons  , difcourfe  , authority  , and 
wondrous  examples  which 
should  induce  vs  to  the  embra- 
cing of  it,  which  is  the  princi- 
pal fcope  and  ayme  of  al  this 

worke. 
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And  now  at  laft  , we  haue 
brought  it  to  an  end,  by  the  par- 
ticular fauour  and  afliftance  of 
Aim.  God  , obtained  through 
the  interceflion  of  his  glorious 
Mother,  our  moft  benigne  and 
B.  Lady  *,  whom  we  befeech  by 
the  fame  inter ceflion  , to  render 
\s  worthy  of  the  participation 
at  laft  of  eternal  good , which 
being  only  that , which  can  fatiat 
indeed , can  only  render  vs  on  al 
parts  happy  and  content* 
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